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,    '  CHAP.  I. 

*■    ■ 
^. 
WHICH  TftYATS  X>F    AM  ANOIBNT  TOWN   IN   MODBRM  TIMSS. 

In  one  of  the  Southern  Counties  of  Meny 
England)  there  is  a  town  whose  site  and  neigh- 
bouihood  was  the  scene  of  many  bloody  conflicts 
rom  the  time  of  the  first  Invasion  of  the  Ro- 
mans, down  to  the  Norman  Conquest.  Being 
strongly  fortified,  after  the  manner  of  former 
times,  its  possession  in  those  fearful  days,  when 
invasion  from  foreign  countries  was  of  such 
frequent  occurrence,  was  a  matter  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  party  into  whose  hands  it 
should  chance  to   fall.    To  the  natives  itaf- 
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forded  the  means  not  only  of  repelling  invasion^ 
but  also  of  cutting  off^  or  considerably  annoying, 
a  retreating  enemy ;  whilst  it  was  equally  valu- 
able to  the  latter^  as  affording  a  stronghold  to 
retire  to  in  case  of  emergency ;  a  place  for  land- 
ing supplies  and  reinforcements  from  abroad  ; 
and  the  means  of  securing  a  retreat  should  their 
adversaries  prove  too  powerful  for  them.  But 
for  the  four  or  five  centuries  that  followed  the 
Conquest^  though  there  appears  to  have  been  no 
dearth  of  bloodshed  in  the  land,  yet^  as  it  was 
chiefly  confined  to  internal  broils^  and  civil 
warS)  in  which  from  time  to  time  our  deluded 
countrymen  seem  to  have  exhibited  their  pa- 
triotism by  the  zeal  they  displayed  in  slaughter- 
ing each  other^  and  as  little  appears  then  to 
have  been  apprehended  from  foreign  enemies^ 
its  importance  as  a  stronghold^  either  to  repel 
or  shelter  the  foe  was  little  thought  of.  Year 
after  year^  therefore^  its  fortifications  became 
more  and  more  delapidated ;  so  that  a  few  frag- 
ments of  the  old  walls^  and  two  or  three  ancient 
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gateways,  are  all  that  now  remain.  In  a  mili- 
tary  point  of  view,  therefore,  its  importance 
baa  long  mince  ceased,  j-et  as  a  port  of  trade,  it 
has  ever  remaiued  a  place  of  consideration  j 
and  latterly  has  become  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant  sea  ports  in  the  kingdom;  although  at 
the  time  we  speak  of,  and  that  not  more  than 
thirty  years  since,  the  only  things  for  which  it 
was  particularly  remarkable,  were  bay  windows, 
long  passages,  and  old  maids :  for  which  indeed 
it  has  been  notorious  from  time  immemorial. 

And  now  as  we  are  extremely  desirous  to 
account  for  every  thing  that  can  be  accounted 
for,  we  deem  it  proper  to  say  a  word  or  two 
about  the  long  passages  for  which  our  town  is 
so  remarkable.    These  owe  their  existence  to 
the  circumstance  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
houses,  in  the  principal  streets  there,  have  for 
many  years  past  been  fitted  up  and  let  as  fur- 
nished lodgings,  the  lower  part  being  occupied 
by  shops ;  and  as  the  shopkeeper  requires  some 
place  to  reside  in  himself,  be  usually  builds  up 
B  2 


4  THE  THRFB  STUDENTS. 

some  rooms  for  that  purpose  at  the  back  of  the 
former  edifice^  which  communicates  with  it  by 
a  covered  passage.  And  as  frequently^  for  the 
sake  of  air  and  light,  some  distance  intervenes 
between  the  former  and  the  latter  building,  it 
oecomes  requisite  that  the  means  of  communi- 
cation should  be  of  such  unusual  length.  The 
old  maids  we  confess  ourselves  at  a  loss  to 
account  for^  unless  it  be  that  they  find  the  place 
a  convenient  one  to  reside  in ;  for  it  appears 
that  people  are  married  and  given  in  marriage, 
quite  as  frequently  there  as  elsewhere,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  its  inhabitants.  Nor 
are  we  enabled  to  give  any  more  satisfactory 
information  in  the  matter  of  the  bay  windo\vs. 
They  are  certainly  pleasant  enough  to  the  occu- 
[Mer  of  the  apartment  to  which  they  appertain, 
and  thoy  also  afford  considerable  facility  for 
carrying  on  a  flirtation  between  next  door 
neighbours,  should  the  inclination  of  the  parties 
tend  that  way;  but  as  far  as  the  public  are  con- 
cerned their  existence  is  to  be  regretted,  as 
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they  tend  very  much  to  disfigure  a  street^  which 
but  for  these  ill  looking  excrescences,  would  be 
the  handsomest  of  its  kind  out  of  the  metro- 
polis^ from  John  of  Groat's  House^  in  Scotland 
to  the  Lands  End  in  Cornwall. 

Such  then  was  the  state  of  the  good  town  of 
Longpassage,  at  the  time  our  narrative  com- 
mences. Now  we  do  not  presume  to  say  that 
there  is  any  place  known  by  that  designation^ 
which  is  one  we  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  as- 
sume, finding  it  necessary  to  adopt  a  town  and 
its  neighbourhood  as  a  stage  on  which  to  exhibit 
some  of  our  principal  characters.  Lest  there- 
fore>  we  should  be  suspected  of  an  intention  to 
shew  up  the  residents  of  any  place  whatever, 
to  the  public  notice^  in  a  tale  that  is  wholly  fic- 
titious ;  we  have  also  given  a  fictitious  title  to 
one  of  our  principal  scenes  of  action ;  which, 
instead  of  styling  as  C — or  R,  we  have 
dignified  with  a  name  at  fall  length;  and 
having  introduced  it  by  that  title  to  our 
readers,  we  will  proceed  at  once  to  our  tale. 
In  the  month  of  June,  some  thirty  years 
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since^  and  a  very  wet  June  it  was — one  of  those 
heavy  summer  showers,  which  come  down  with 
such  thorough  good  earnest,  had  just  cleared 
off,  and  the  town  clock  was  about  to  strike 
seven,  when  two  female  figures  enveloped  in 
cloaks,  with  huge  calashes  over  their  heads, 
were  seen  to  approach,  from  opposite  directions, 
a  large  but  rather  old  fashioned  mansion.  Their 
general  appearance  denoted  them  to  be  persons 
of  respectability,  whilst  their  gait  shewed  but 
too  plainly,  that  the  days  of  their  youth  had 
long  since  passed  away.  The  monstrous  head 
gear  that  they  wore,  designed  to  protect  a 
head  dress  of  no  ordinary  dimensions,  wholly 
concealed  their  features  from  the  gaze  of  the 
passers  by,  which  the  latter  had  no  reason  to 
regret,  as  in  addition  to  the  many  years  that 
had  passed  over  them,  there  was  in  both  a 
peculiar  expression  of  malice  and  ill  temper, 
which  a  bad  disposition  not  unfrequently 
stamps  upon  the  human  countenance.  In  this 
however,  consisted    their  only    resemblance. 
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although  they  were  sisters.  The  elder^  who 
must  have  been  remarkably  tall^  in  her  yotmger 
days,  was  now  considerably  bent  by  age  or  in- 
firmity ;  and  yet  even  then  she  was  taller  than 
her  sister^  whose  figure,  though  not  many  years 
younger,  was  perfectly  erect,  and  not  below  the 
middle  height ;  nor  was  there  any  greater  simi- 
larity between  them  in  feature^  tKan  in  stature. 
The  apprehension  of  being  caught  in  another 
shower  had  caused  thnm  to  move  with  more 
than  their  usual  celerity,  for  on  reaching  the 
house  in  question  both  paused  for  a  few  seconds, 
in  order  to  recover  strength  previously  to  mount- 
ing a  flight  of  steps  to  reach  the  door  of  the 
dwelling.  As  no  greeting  passed  between  the 
two  sisters,  a  stranger  might  very  naturally 
have  supposed  that  they  were  on  ill  terms  with 
eadi  other;  yet  such  was  not  the  case,  for 
though  they  were  confessedly  both  of  them  too 
ill  tempered  to  live  together,  they  were  per- 
fectly good  friends  in  all  other  respects.  But 
the  £ftct  was,  that  both  considered  idle  compU« 
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ments  about  health  and  so  forth  as  sdperfluous, 
and  therefore  just  as  well  omitted  as  said ;  so 
that  upon  the  whole^  with  the  exception  of  a 
little  sparring  and  snarling  whenever  they  did 
speak  to  each  other^  some  affection  might  be 
said  to  subsist  between  them.  Much  there 
could  not  be^  as  namber  one  was  the  person 
who  engrossed  most^  if  not  all  the  affections  of 
Mrs.  Hester  and  Miss  Letitia  Vanbrunner,  (for 
so  were  those  ladies  entitled.)  Selfishness  in- 
deed like  some  diseases^  is  said  to  run  in 
families.  If  it  ever  did  so^  it  surely  did  in  that 
of  Vanbrunner. 

But  for  all  this  there  was  one  person^  on 
whom  the  youngest  sister  Miss  Letitia  Van- 
brunner, was  said^  to  have  set^  if  not  her 
affections^  at  least  her  cap^  and  this  was  one 
Dr.  Mangles^  a  dapper  little  physician  of  sixty; 
who  being  unmarried^  was  far  from  being 
lightly  esteemed  by  the  more  ancient  widows 
and  spinsters  of  Longpassage;  and  perhaps 
this  forlorn  hope  of  success  amongst  so  many 
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competitors  might  be  one  of  the  causes  why 
Miss  Letitia  Vanbrunner  had  not  yet  assumed 
the  brevet  rank  of  Mistress  ;  for  she  had  some 
time  passed  that  certain  age — that  age  so  difficult 
to  define — when  most  of  her  virgin  contempora- 
ries usually  think  proper  to  assume  that  title. 
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CHAP.    II. 

WHICH  BEGINS  WITH  A  TEA    PARTY  AND  ENDS  WITH 
AMAZEMENT. 

It  was  really  too  bad  to  keep  those  two  old 
ladies  knocking  and  ringing  away  so  long  at 
the  door^  before  it  was  opened  to  them^  as 
at  length  it  was^  by  a  male  domestic^  whose 
appearance  seemed  in  rather  ill  accordance 
with  the  general  character  of  the  mansion^ 
which  had  that  style  of  respectability  about  it, 
which  usually  marks  the  residence  of  the  higher 
classes  of  society ;  but  as  for  the  servant, 
he  much  more  resembled  a  drunken  waiter 
at  a  third  rate  tavern,  than  the  domestic  ser- 
vant of  a  private  gentleman. 
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And  the  old  ladies  looked  perfect  thunder  at 
old  Tom,  (for  so  he  was  usually  styled)  for 
making  them  knock  so  often  for  admittance ; 
but  this  he  little  heeded,  and  a  sly  expression 
that  passed  over  his  countenance  as  he  deliv* 
ered  them  oyer  to  the  charge  of  a  sour  looking 
waiting  woman,  denoted  anything  but  contri- 
tion for  the  offence.  The  visiters  were  then 
conducted  into  a  dressing-room,  where  having 
deposited  their  cloaks  and  calashes,  they  came 
forth  in  all  the  glory  of  dress,  which  could  be 
dbplayed  by  those  stiff  silk  gowns,  and  a  most 
extraordinary  nondescript 'sort  of  head  dress, 
with  which  our  ancient  dames,  some  thirty 
years  since,  were  wont  to  enhance  their  per- 
sonal charms. 

They  were  then  announced  in  due  form  by 
old  Tom,  where,  in  an  elegantly  furnished 
apartment,  they  found  Mrs.  Price,  the  lady  of 
the  house,  seated  in  an  easy  chair,  looking  the 
very  picture  of  dignified  old  age.  A  beauti- 
ful little  girl  was  sitting  beside  her  on  a  low 
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stool^  reading  to  her  aloud ;  whilst  a  fine  dog, 
of  the  Newfoundland  breeds  which  was  reposing 
on  the  carpet)  made  up  the  remainder  of  the 
group. 

The  lady  of  the  house  rose  immediately^  and 
advanced  to  receive  her  guests;  Caesar  after  a 
slight  and  almost  inaudible  growl,  walked  off  to 
the  further  extremity  of  the  room ;  whilst  the 
little  girl  tried  to  make  her  best  curtsey  to  the 
ancient  maidens,  yet  with  a  truly  serious  coun- 
enance  not  wholly  unmarked  by  fear ;  excited 
by  the  silent,  cold,  and  unfeeling  stare,  with 
which  they  regarded  her. 

"Well,'*  said  Mrs.  Hester  Vanbrunner, 
taking  possession  at  the  same  of  the  vacant 
easy  chair  Mrs.  Price  had  previously  occupied, 
^^  You  see  I'm  come,  though  I  suppose  you 
hardly  expected  I  should  do  so,  in  such  weather 
as  this,  did  ye  ?  Umph  !" 

"  The  weather  is  certainly  very  indifferent,** 
replied  Mrs.  Price,  "  and  I  should  have  sent 
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the  carriage  for  you  and  Letty  both ;  but 
Tixnson  has  gone  somewhere  in  the  country 
about  some  little  matters  of  his  own,  and  has 
taken  one  of  the  coach  horses  with  him  ;  still,  I 
confess,  if  he  had  left  it  at  home,  I  should 
hardly  like  to  have  trusted  your  necks  to  Tom's 
driving,  for  he  drivesr  at  her  wildly,  poor  fellow; 
you  know  he  overturned  Letty  and  myself,  the 
last  time  he  drove  us  home  from  Langton 
grove, — at  the  time  if  you  remember  when 
Timson  was  laid  up  so  long  with  the  rheuma- 
tism/* 

"A  good  for  nothing  fellow,*'  exclaimed 
Mis  Letitia  Vanbrunner,  *•  he  was  drunk,  deci- 
dedly drunk ;  and  i£>he'd  been  my  servant,  he 
should  not  have  remained  a  moment  longer  in 
my  service/* 

*'  IFhffy  I  must  confess,"  resumed  the  mis- 
tress, that  I  believe  Tom  was  a  little  fuddled 
at  that  time ;  but  poor  fellow,  he  was  sadly 
scratched  and  bruised/* 

''I   am  glad  of  it,'*  retorted  the  spinster^ 
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"  Vm  glad  of  it,  I  only  wish  he  had  broken  his 
good  for  nothing  neck ;  and  I  really  do  wonder 
if  any  person  but  yourself,  would  overlook  so 
many  faults,  and  retain  such  a  drunken  fellow 
in  their  service/* 

•'  To  speak  the  honest  truth,**  replied  Mrs. 
Price,  ''I  don*t  think  that  many  persons  would; 
and  that  is  my  chief  reason  for  not  parting 
with  him;  and  now  suppose  we  change  the 
subject,  and  talk  about  something  else.** 

Now  all  this  time,  Mrs.  Hester  Vanbrunner, 
had  been  eyeing  the  little  girl,  with  the  most 
malignant  scowl;  and  having  at  length  suc- 
ceeded in  making  her  feel  as  uncomfortable,  as 
children  unblest  with  impudence,  usually  do  on 
similar  occasions,  at  last  thought  proper  to 
enquire  who  she  was. 

"  Don*t  you  recollect  my  litte  friend,  Emily 
Arundell,'*  said  Mrs.  Price,  ''and  how  well  she 
behaved  herself  at  table,  when  you  dined  with 
me  a  day  or  two  since,  and  how  amused  she 
was  with  poor  Cssar. 
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'*I  don*t  trouble  my  head  to  recollect 
children/*  replied  Mrs.  Hester^  "  I  don't  care 
enough  about  them^  in  fact  I  hate  children  ;  and 
I  should  think  Mrs.  Price/'  added  she^  ^Uhat 
yon  had  enough  to  do^  to  manage  with  your 
own  grandchild,  without  troubling  yourself  to 
find  amusement  for  those  of  other  people? 
umph!" 

''  Oh,  I  assure  you,  you  are  quite  mistaken 
there,'*  said  Mrs.  Price. "  It  is  the  dear  children 
that  amuse  me,  and  I  only  regret  that  they  are 
to  leave  me  so  soon.'* 

^  What  and  your  young  hopeful  too,"  en- 
quired Mrs.  Hester. 

'^  No," replied  Mrs. Price,  "only little Enaily 
and  her  brother  Charles;  they  go  to  their 
aunt's  in  Cornwall,  to-morrow,  where  they  are 
to  meet  their  elder  brother.  '^  Poor  children," 
added  she  with  a  sigh,  "  like  my  poor  boy  they 
are  left  at  their  early  age  without  either  fa- 
ther or  mother.'* 

"Yes,"  said  Mrs.  Hester,  "but  they  may 
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thank  their  kind  stars  they've  no  grandmother  left 
to  spoil  them  by  ill  judged  indulgence — ^umpb!" 
Mrs.  Price  felt  half  angry  at  this  illnatured 
and  indelicate  remark,  but  the  feeling  was  mo- 
mentary, passing  off  as  quickly  as  it  was  excited' 
and  Lady  Rawlinson,  another  visiter,  being  just 
at  that  moment  announced,  and  tea  introduced 
immediately  afterwards,  harmony  was  fully 
restored.  A  kind  nod  of  recognition  from  the 
last  visiter,  was  sufficient  to  restore  little 
Emily's  confidence ;  whilst  Caesar  again  resumed 
his  place  near  her,  and  looking  up  in  her  face, 
and  occasionally  licking  his  lips  and  lapping 
out  his  tongue,  tried  all  that  a  dog  could  do  to 
make  himself  agreeable ;  but  we  fear  that  his 
motives  were  not  wholly  disinterested,  as  little 
Emily  contrived  from  time  to  time,  to  give  him 
some  portion  of  her  cake  and  bread  and  butter. 
This  did  not,  however,  pass  unobserved  by  the 
spinsters,  nor  fail  to  draw  down  some  remarks 
from  both,  upon  the  sinfulness  of  giving  bread 
to  dogs,  when  there  were  so  many  poor  who 
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wanted  it;  for  whom  they  cared  about  as  much 
as  Jadas  Iscariot  would  have  done. 

On  a  sudden^  however^  Ocesar  jumped  up 
hastily,  and  running  towards  the  door  began  to 
sniff  under  it;  and  then  turning  round  and 
wagging  his  tail,  signified  his  wish  to  be  let  out 
of  the  room. 

^^  Oh  do  let  that  nasty  dog  out/^  exclaimed 
Miss  Letitia  Vanbrunner,  ''  Vm  afraid  he's 
going  mad/' 

^'Tou  had  better  let  him  out  Tom/'  said 
Mrs.  Price, ''  for  tho'  I  am  in  no  fear  about  his 
going  mad,  I  am  in  hopes  he  hears  his  little 
master^s  voice,  who  I  expect  with  his  young 
companion  is  just  returned  from  fishing,  and 
do  you  Tom,  go  and  see  if  either  of  them  have 
got  their  feet  wet.  I  hope,  poor  little  fellows, 
they  were'nt  caught  in  that  hard  shower  just 
now ;  and  do  see  if  Betty  has  got  some  dry 
things  aired  for  them." 

Tliese  kind  directions  called  forth  some  ob- 
servations  from  the  maiden  sisters,  upon  the 
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extreme  impropriety  of  children  being  allowed 
to  indulge  in  pleasures  and  amusements^  when 
their  time  might  be  so  much  better  employed. 
It  was  also  insinuated  at  the  same  time,  that  a 
good  sound  whipping  was  far  better  for  young 
folks  in  general,  and  to  the  person  who  was  the 
cause  of  all  these  remarks  in  particular ;  yet  as 
these  malicious  observations  were  made  in  an 
under  tone,  and  addressed  to  no  one  individu- 
ally, they  were  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed.  In 
the  meantime  little  Emily  had  taken  the  op- 
portunity of  slipping  out  of  the  room. 

It  was  some  time  before  old  Tom  returned, 
and  when  he  did  he  entered  the  room  with  that 
air  of  sad  mysterious  importance,  persons  in 
his  grade  of  life  think  fit  to  assume  when  they 
intend  to  make  the  most  they  can  of  unpleasant 
intelligence. 

"What  i9  the  matter  Tom?'*  enquired  his 
mistress,  betraying  some  symptoms  of  alarm, 
"  I  hope  the  poor  boys  are  not  wet — do  tell  me 
has  anything  happened  to  cither  of  them  ?** 
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"  Why  as  for  the  matter  of  that  ma'am/'  re- 
plied old  Tom,  ^'  I  believes  as  how  they  be  wet 
eaoiigh ;  'cause  as  how  they've  both  tumbled 
into  the  river ;  but  they've  been  got  out  again ; 
and  Mr.  Laygent  have  brought  e'm  home  in 
his  gig,  and  we've  got  Master  Arundell  into  bed^ 
and  Master  Jack  he's — ^" 

**  Good  gracious !"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Price, 
maidng  at  the  same  time  for  the  door,  as  fast  as 
her  feeble  limbs  would  carry  her.  "  Do  Tom 
run  directly  for  doctor  Mangles,  but  are  they 
very  much  hurt,  do  tell  me  ?'' 

•*Hurt,  lor  no  ma'am,"  replied  Tom,  "  a  little 
wetting  won't  hurt  they;  and  as  for  master 
Jack  he's  well  enough  to  d — n  Betty  up  hill 
and  down  dale,  because  she  said  she  would'nt 
bring  their  dinners  up  into  their  bed  rooms  to 
them. 

^A  litde  wicked  wretch,"  exclaimed  Miss 
Letitia. 

**  A  youth  of  promise — ''  said  her  no  less 
amiable  sister,  *•  Mark  my  words,"  added  she, 
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"that  boy  wiU  come  to  no  good.  If  he  were  my 
child,  he  should  be  sent  to  bed  without  dinner 
or  supper  either,  and  with  a  good  sound  flog- 
ging into  the  bargain.'* 

"  I  believe,'*  said  Mrs.  Price,  who  had  only 
heard  the  latter  part  of  this  malevolent  sentence, 
and  finding  that  no  danger  was  now  to  be  ap* 
prehended,  or  probably  had  ever  occurred,  had 
quietly  resumed  her  seat.  "  I  bilieve  if  you 
had  ever  been  married  and  had  children  of  your 
own,  you  would  speak  and  act  very  dxfierently, 
and  not  be  wholly  devoid  of  one  of  the  best 
feelings  the  Almighty  has  planted  in  the  female 
heart;  and  now,'*  added  she,  addressing  her 
domestic,  *^  do  tell  nie  what  it  is  that  really 
has  happened  to  the  boys.'* 

"Why  ma*am,**  answered  Tom,  "all  I  knows 
is,  they  both  fell  over  head  and  ears  into  the 
water,  but  it  haven't  a'  spoilt  their  appetites  . 
for  I  never  see'd  two  boys  eat  so  hearty  in  all 
my  born  days ;  but  Master  Charles  said  he  was 
too  tired  to  change  his  clothes,  so  he  puts  on  a 
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dry  shirt  and  gets  into  bed ;  and  then  Master 
Jack  would  have  the  dinner  brought  up  there ; 
and  a  pretty  mess  the've  a  made,  for  now 
titey're  done  eating,  the're  pelting  one  and  the 
f  other  with  the  bones  and  taties/' 

"  Well,  well  Tom/'  said  the  mistress,  '*  I  dare 
tty  a  yery  little  work  will  set  all  the  mischief 
they  have  done  to  rights  again,  and  do  go  and 
see  if  they  won^t  come  down  to  tea." 

The  servant  then  departed  to  execute  his 
mistress's  commands ;  and  shortly  afterwards 
retomed  to  say  Master  Jack  would  be  down 
in  a  few  minutes ;  but  that  Master  Arundell 
was  so  tired  that  he  had  already  fallen  fast 
wleep.  "Dam  it,'*  continued  old  Tom,  "I 
never  sec'd  such  a  boy  in  all  my  life  as  Master 
Jack,  there's  no  tiring  o'  he,  bless  ye.  Never 
wed  hisUke,  never !"  and  with  this  remark,  the 
domestic  quitted  the  room. 

Lady  Rawlinson  then  by  way  of  introducing 
some  topic  of  conversation,  informed  the  party 
"that  she  was  sorry  to  hear  as  she  came  along, 
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that  poor  dear  Miss  Gregson,  was  not  so  well 
again  and  that  doctor  Mangles  had  been  called 
in/* 

At  this  intelligence  Miss  Letitia  Vanbrunner 
was  observed  to  change  color^  for  MissOregson 
was  said  to  compete  with  her  for  the  affections 
of  the  little  doctor^  and  she  remarked  in  a  very 
spiteful  tone,  ''that  she  had  no  doubt  Miss 
Gregson  could  find  it  very  convenient  to  be  ill, 
in  order  to  see  poeple,  who  had  otherwise  no 
inclination  for  her  society/' 

''  Get  a  smelling  bottle,  get  a  smelling  bottle, 
or  poor  Letty  will  certainly  faint!"  exclaimed 
her  illnatured  sister,  "  poor  dear  little  interest- 
ing creature,  and  so  young  too,  to  fall  a  victim 
to  the  tender  passion  !'*  And  then  highly  de- 
lighted at  the  idea  of  having  made  her  sister 
appear  in  so  ridiculous  a  light,  she  burst  out 
into  a  bitter  and  demoniac  laugh,  quite  peculiar 
to  herself,  and  rather  resembling  the  growl 
of  a  beast  of  prey  over  its  victim,  than  the 
mirthful  expressions  of  a  human  being. 
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All  this  time  Miss  Letitia  looked  daggers 
and  became  nearly  choked  with  anger^  which 
absolately  deprired  her  of  the  power  of  utter- 
ance, till  she  was  relieved  by  Mrs.  Price  kindly 
inforjoing  her,  that  the  doctor  had  called  in  his 
way  to  visit  his  patient,  to  desire  that  the  tea 
might  not  be  kept  waiting  for  him  ;  but  that  he 
would  come  as  early  as  he  could  to  spend  the 
remainder  of  the  evening ;  which,  knowing  who 
the  party  were  to  be,  he  looked  forward  to  it 
with  the  greatest  possible  pleasure. 

Lady  Rawlinson  again  tried  to  introduce 
some  other  subject;  by  mentioning  a  grand  fete 
that  was  shortly  to  be  given  by  a  CoL  Anderson, 
who  commanded  the  County  Militia,  and  who 
were  to  be  reviewed  by  the  Duke  of  York  in 
person,  and  that  it  was  said  the  Prince 
Regent  also  intended  to  honor  the  Colonel's 
residence  with  his  presence  on  that  occasion. 

"  Yes/'  observed  Miss  Letitia,  *^  I  suppose 
it  wiU  be  the  grandest  affair  that  has  ever  taken 
place  in  the  county.    Every  body,  that  is  every 
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body  of  any  consequence  will  be  there — What  an 
excellent  opportunity  it  will  afford  my  brother 
Mr.  Vanbrunner  to  introduce  his  son  to  tfaeir 
royal  highnesses.  I  do  wish  my  dear  Mrs.  Price/' 
added  she^  turning  towards  that  lady  and  ad- 
dressing her  in  a  most  compassionate  tone>  ^^  I 
do  wish  the  colonel  had  thought  of  giving  you 
an  invitationj  for  perhaps  their  royal  highnesses 
might  have  recollected  you.'' 

Mrs.  Price  mildly  replied^  "that  neither  the 
prince  nor  the  duke,  were  more  likely  to  over- 
look any  one  they  had  ever  honored  with  their 
noticcj  than  Colonel  Anderson  was  to  slight 
an  old  acquaintance;  and  that  Miss  Letitia 
Vanbrunner's  wishes  had  been  anticipated,  for 
that  Colonel  Anderson  had  sent  her  an  invita- 
tion, and  a  very  kind  and  pressing  one  too.'' 

"  And  you  go  of  course,"  said  Mrs.  Hester. 

'*  No  indeed  I  do  not,"  was  the  reply,  "  I  am 
fiur  too  old  and  infirm  to  enter  into  such  scenes 
of  gaiety  now,  or  to  enjoy  them  if  I  did.'* 

As  the  only  object  of  the  two  virgin  sisters 
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bad  been  to  mortify  their  friend^  which  had 
entirely  &iled,  they  immediately  turned  to 
another  subject,  by  remarking  how  well  their 
brother  Mr.Vanbrunner's  family  was  conducted^ 
particnlaily  the  juvenile  department, — how  that 
nothing  like  pleasure  or  amusement  was  ever 
permitted— and  how  that  the  eldest  son,  (who 
at  some  future  time  was  intended  to  turn  out 
something  very  extraordinary)  read  with  a 
pirate  tutor  for  twelve  hours  every  day  during 
the  vacation. 

If  he  did  so,  we  can  only  say,  it  was  to  very 
little  purpose,  for  he  proved  a  blockhead,  and 
was  more  than  once  plucked  at  the  university, 
which  he  left  at  last  without  taking  his  degree, 
as  many  others  have  done,  whose  aunts  and 
mammas  have  held   up  as  patterns  to  their 
javenile  acquaintance ;    for  the  kind  purpose 
either  of  lowering  the  latter  in  their  own  estima- 
tion or  mortifying  their  too  indulgent  relatives. 
Sttch  comparisons  are  ever  as  ill  judged  as  they 
ftre  ill  bred ;  and  if  their  end  is  attained,  it  has 
vox..  I.  0 
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generally  the  effect  of  provoking  enmity^ — 
often  undeservedly  so — against  the  object  in 
whose  favor  the  comparison  is  made. 

The  discourse  was  here  interrupted  by  Master 
Jack  himself  entering  the  room,  followed  by 
little  Emily  and  Ceesar ;  Jack  bearing  a 
monstrous  dish,  and  Emily  one  of  rather 
smaller  dimensions,  both  filled  with  the  pro- 
duce of  his  day's  sport,  which  he  came  prepared 
to  exhibit,  with  all  those  feelings  of  proud 
delight  the  followers  of  honest  Isaac  Walton 
are  ever  found  to  demonstrate  on  like  occasions. 

If  one  might  be  allowed  to  judge  from  appear- 
ances, there  was  nothing  about  him  to  denote 
that  mckednesB  of  disposition  the  spinster 
sisters  had  laid  to  his  charge ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  was  a  fine,  healthy,  handsome,  curly-headed 
boy,  about  twelve  or  thirteen  years  old,  posses- 
sing that  happy  expression  of  countenance 
which  affords  the  certain  index  of  a  frank  and 
noble  mind* 
^^  Look  here/'  said  Jack  making  a  polite  bow 
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to  the  company  orer  the  dish^  '^here  are  a  fine 
lot  of  trout  for  you ;  and  see  that  great  one^ 
is*nt  it  a  beauty?  Charley  Arundell  caught  that 
and  he  never  fished  for  trout  in  his  life  be- 
fore to  day/' 

**  And  what  do  you  intend  to  do  with  all  your 
fine  fish,  my  dear  boy?''  asked  Lady  Rawlinson. 

**  Qire  them  away^  to  be  sure,'*  replied  the  ge- 
nerous litdefellow,  ^'  and  you  shall  have  the  best, 
because  you  gave  me  the  rod  I  caught  all  mine 
with  ;  but  ther^are  enough  to  make  presents  all 
round,  and  I  won't  foi^etyou  Mrs.  Hester,  or  you 
Ifiss  Letitia  either;  and  then  I  hope  you  will 
both  forget  and  forgive  a  saucy  answer  I  made 
the  other  day  about  going  fishing  so  often, 
which  T  can  assure  you  I  was  sorry  for  after- 
wards." 

At  this  last  observation  the  features  of  the 
persons  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  which  had 
begun  to  exhibit  very  strong  indications  of  the 
smell  of  the  fish  being  unpleasant  to  their 
olfiM^tory  nerves,  relaxed  into  something  ap- 
c2 
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proaching  a  smile^  and  nearly  drew  forth  an 
expression  of  thanks;  but  they  were  not  ut- 
tered. 

Jack's  anxious  relative  then  b^gan  to  ques- 
tion him^  how  it  was  that  he  and  his  companion 
happened  to  fall  into  the  water^  where  they 
might  both  have  been  drowned^  as  some  other 
Uttle  boys  whdte  names  she  mentioned  had 
been  before  them. 

To  thb  Jack  replied^  by  saying  that 
Charles  Arundell  had  gotten  his  line  entangled 
in  a  branch  that  overhung  the  river^  and  had 
climbed  the  tree  to  clear  it  -,  but  being  unable 
to  do  soj  Jack  had  come  to  his  assistance^  when 
the  bough  broke  with  their  united  weighty  and 
they  were  both  soused  over  head  and  ears  into 
the  waterj  which  neither  of  them  cared  a  far- 
thing aboutj  as  they  got  the  linefree^  tho'  they 
could  hardly  scramble  out  again  for  laughing. 

"But  my  dear  boy/'  resumed  the  grand- 
mother, ^'Tom  says  that  Mr.  Laygent  was 
obliged  to  bring  you  both  home  in  his  gig;  do 
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tell  me  how  that  was,  and  where  you  met  with 
him?" 

**Why,  we  met  him  as  we  were  returning^ 
homewards^  and  he  took  ua  up  and  gaye  us  a 
ride,  tha^s  all;  and  I  mnst  send  him  down  a  few 
fish  grand-mamma  if  you  please ;  for  he  talked 
away  and  laoghed  so  good  natm'edly  with  us^ 
yoo  canH  think.'* 

''About  bribery  and  corruption  and  dirty 
pfactices  at  elections^  I  suppose  ?"  suggested 
MissLetitia. 

^  No,  that  indeed  he  did'nt,'*  rejoined  our 
little  hero ''  but  he  promised  to  treat  us  bolh  to 
the  show  to  see  the  wild  beasts  fed  this  evening, 
which  I  think  was  a  far  more  agreeable  subject.'^ 

Now  it  so  happened  that  Mr.  Vanbrunner, 
who  was  the  only  brother  of  the  ladies  of  that 
name,  and  in  whom  all  the  honor  of  that  house 
was  supposed  to  be  centred,  had  been  the  un- 
successful candidate  for  the  borough  of  Long- 
passage,  and  as  Mr.  Laygent  had  been  the 
professional  agent  for  his  more  successful  an- 
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tagonist,  it  is  by  no  means  surprising  that  he 
should  be  out  of  favour  with  the  Vanbrunners, 
who  did  not  scruple  to  ascribe  the  defeat  of  the 
head  of  their  family  to  any  thing  but  the  right 
cause:  namely^  his  extreme  unpopularity.  Any 
allusion  to  Laygent  therefore  nevet  foiled  to 
raise  the  spleen  of  the  spinster  sisters^  and 
Miss  Letitia^  wholly  forgetful  of  Jack^i  recent 
kindness^  continued : 

'^Perhaps  then  it  was  this  respectable  at- 
torney who  recommended  you  to  swear  at 
and  abuse  your  grand^mother's  servants,  as 
soon  as  you  returned  home^  eh  ?^' 

''Ah !  my  dear  what  was  that  7'^  enquired  the 
grandmother^  ''  I  heard  something  about  your 
swearing  at  Betty  ?^'  and  this  was  said  in  a 
graver  tone  than  Mrs,  Price  often  spoke  to  her 
grandson. 

''  Oh^  nothings  grand-mamma,  nothing/'  re- 
plied Jack. 

''  But  I  insist  upon  knowing  what  it  was/' 
continued  the  grandmother. 
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^  Why  tben/^  said  Jack^  ''if  you  insist  upon 
knowing ;  the  simple  truth  of  the  matter  was^  that 
Betty  said  we  should'nt  have  our  dinners  brought 
up  into  our  bed  room ;  and  I.  insisted  upon  its 
being  done^  then  she  got  into  a  passion  and  said 
she'd  bed — difwe  should^  and  I  said  she  might 
do  as  she  liked  about  that,  but  that  Vd  have  my 
dinner  where  I  liked;  which  had  the  desired 
effect,  and  there  the  whole  matter  ended." 

'^  With  your  throwing  meat  and  potatoes  at 
each  other/'  continued  Miss  Letitia,  *'  you  seem 
to  have  forgotten  to  mention  that  circum- 
stance." 

''Well,  weU,"  said  Mrs.  Price,  "I  think 
quite  enough  has  been  said  about  the  matter,  at 
any  rate  as  far  as  the  boys  are  concerned;  and 
now  Jack,"  added  she,  addressing  her  grand- 
son ;  do  you  ring  the  beU  for  Tom  to  come  and 
put  out  the  card  tables,  I  dare  say  doctor 
Mangles  will  be  here  shortly,  and  I  can  take  a 
hand  till  he  comes." 

Jack    readily   obeyed   his    grand-mother's 
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orders;  the  bell  was  rung;  old  Tom  came  and 
set  out  the  card  tables^  and  the  attention  of  the 
four  old  ladies  soon  became  absorbed   in  a 
pool  of  quadrille. 

Jack  then  took  a  seat  near  one  of  the  win- 
dows, for  it  being  about  Midsummer^  there 
was  still  good  daylight;  and  producing  a  book 
containing  feathers,  furs,  and  other  miscella- 
neous articles  of  an  angler's  stock  in  trade, 
including  amongst  other  things  a  compound  of 
pitch,  bees'  wax  and  rosin,  vulgarly  called 
cobler's  wax,  he  managed,  in  a  very  short  time, 
to  manufacture  several  artificial  flies,  which  he 
exhibited  to  little  Emily,  who  had  been  closely 
watching  his  labours,  as  perfect  patterns  of 
the  art;  when  selecting  the  two  he  thought 
most  attractive,  he  attached  them  about  a  yard 
distant  from  each  other  to  a  short  line  of  silk 
worm-gut.  Having  done  this,  he  proceeded  to 
carry  his  tackle  out  of  the  room  for  the  purpose 
of  winding  it  round  his  hat  in  true  sports- 
man like  style,  so  as  to  be  in  due  readiness 
against  his  next  fishing  excursion.    Now  in 
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Ids  way  to  the  door  he  chanced  to  pass  behind 
liiss  Letitia  Vanbronner's  chair,  when  her  ex- 
traordinary head  atdre^  (which  very  much 
resembled  that  of  the  great  Moguls  as  in  those 
days  depicted  on  the  label  of  a  pack  of  cards) 
unluckily  attracted  his  attention,  whOst  at  the 
same  time,  his  evil  genius  tempted  him  to  make 
a  feint  to  hook  with  his  flies  a  portion  of  it 
which  fell  in  graceful  drapery  over  her  should- 
ers. This  he  repeated  more  than  once,  not- 
withstanding the  entreating  looks  and  manifest 
terror  of  poor  little  Emily« 

As  for  the  rest  of  the  party  their  attention 
was  too  much  engrossed  by  Spadille,  Manille, 
Basto  and  other  important  personages  in  the 
game  of  Quadrille,  to  obsenre  the  mischief  that 
was  going  on  behind  Mbs  Letitia's  chair ;  till 
at  last,  as  ill  luck  would  have  it,  the  barbed 
hook  entered  the  flimsy  muslin,  and  the  joke 
was  turned  into  a  more  serious  earnest  than 
Jack  had  intended. 

Now  Miss  Letitia  Vanbrunner  was  by  no 
c3 
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means  a  sort  of  person  uponwhom  practical  jokes 
could  be  played  with  impunity ;  therefore  to 
mention  the  occurrence  would  have  been  suffi- 
cient to  raise  a  hurricane— to  expect  forgiyeness 
quite  out  of  the  question.  Poor  little  EmUy  was 
almost  frightened  out  of  her  wits,  and  the 
author  of  the  mischief  himself,  seemed  rather 
disconcerted ;  still  as  neither  could  determine 
what  had  best  be  done  the  result  was  left  to 
chance,  and  a  red  hackle  with  a  peacock  herl 
was  left  sticking  in  the  fidl  of  the  little  old 
maid's  turban ;  whilst  a  blue  dun,  like  a  minute 
tassel  dangled  almost  invisibly  about  a  yard 
below. 

At  this  time  a  very  peculiar  kind  of  rap 
at  the  door,  caused  one  member  of  the  com- 
pany to  play  a  wrong  card,  and  very  shortly 
afterwards  Doctor  Mangles  made  his  appear- 
ance, and  whom  we  shall  next  attempt  to 
describe ;  for  our  readers  must  bear  in  mind 
that  the  doctor  was  not  such  a  person  as  one 
meets  with  every  day.  As  Hamlet  says  ^^he  was 
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a  msn^  take  him  for  all  in  all,  I  shall  not  look 
^n  his  like  again/' 

In  figure  he  was  slight^  about  lihe  middle 
height,  Tery  neatly  proportioned^  and  so  unnsu- 
sliy  actiare  for  his  time  of  life^  that  he  tripped 
along,  rising  on  his  toes  at  eyery  st^  in  a  truly 
tingolar  manner;  bnt  it  was  his  dress  far  which 
he  was  particularly  remarkable^  which  was  the 
{Nctnre  of  neatness^  from  the  crown  of  his  taste- 
My  powdered  head  .to  the  highly  polished 
shoes  upon  his  feet ;  fully  justifying  the  obser- 
ration  that  was  made  of  him,  <'  that  he  looked 
for  all  the  world  as  if  he  had  just  been  popped 
out  of  a  bandbox.'' 

His  manners  were  polished  and  gentle- 
manly; his  bow  too  was  peculiar  to  himself, 
being  quite  in  the  Sir  Charles  Grandison  style ; 
and  then  he  had  such  a  polite  manner  of  taking 
a  fee,  (diat  it  seemed  to  glide  almost  impercep- 
tibly out  of  the  patient's  hand  into  that  of  the 
doctor,)  and  then  the  inimitable  smile  and  bow, 
that  acknowledged  the  receipt!  To  sum  up  the 
whole,  he  was,  (at  any  rate  in  the  opinion  of  the 
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old  ladies)  every  thing  that  a  physician  ongbt 
to  be^  and  might  fairly  be  termed  their  pet  old 
gentleman. 

After  many  enquiries  about  Miss  Oregson^s 
healthy  and  the  nature  of  her  complaint ;  and 
being  assured  that  no  immediate  danger  was  to 
be  anticipated^  the  mistress  of  the  house  in- 
sisted upon  the  doctor's  taking  her  place  at  the 
card  table,  which  after  a  few  civil  speeches  on 
both  sides,  was  arranged.  Sad  however  to  relate. 
Jack  had  carelessly  left  the  shoe-makers'  wax 
he  had  been  previously  using  on  one  of  the 
chairs,  and  that  very  chair  had  the  doctor 
selected,  and  unconsciously  seated  himself  upon 
the  pitdiy  compound.  This  did  not  pass  un- 
noticed by  the  two  juvenile  members  of  the 
party.  As  for  poor  little  Smily,  she  would 
have  given  all  she  possessed,  to  have  been 
anywhere  but  where  she  was,  and  then  mar- 
velled exceedingly  at  the  apparent  coolness 
with  which  her  companion  seemed  to  await  the 
result  of  an  event  that  a  very  short  time  must 
bring  to  pass.    At  last  to  her  great  relief,  Mrs. 
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Betty,  the  waiting  maid,  came  to  inform  her 
that  the  hour  of  her  bed  time  had  arriyed^  and 
most  joyfully  did  she  obey  the  summons;  and 
old  Tom  entered  the  room  shortly  after  with  a 
note  from  Mr,  Laygent,  requesting  diat  the 
two  young  gentleman  might  be  allowed  to  ac- 
company him  to  the  wild  beast  exhibition. 

Now  as  Chaiies  Arundeil  had  been  some- 
time in  bedj  and  fitf  t  asleep,  Mrs.  Price  would 
not  consent  to  her  grandson's  waldng  him  up, 
in  order  that  he  also  might  join  the  party,  al- 
though she  offered  no  objection  whaterer  to 
Jack  himself  accompanying  Mr.  Laygent. 

'^  But  you  must  stay  at  home  master  Ciesar," 
said  Jack,  addressing  the  dog,  who  seemed 
fully  bent  upon  accompanying  him,  '^  for  I'm 
going  into  company  that  would  soon  pick  your 
bones  for  yon,'' 

Cssar  at  any  rate  seemed  to  understand  he 
was  to  remain  behind,  and  therefore  yielded  an 
unwilling  obedience,  looking  wistfully  towards 
the  door  his   young  master  had  just  closed^ 
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which  he  continued  to  watch  as  if  only  waiting 
for  an  opportunity  to  effect  his  escape.  This 
was  not  long  wanting ;  for  old  Tom  soon  after 
came  into  the  room,  bearing  a  tray  of  refresh- 
ments, when  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  off 
darted  the  dog;  but  as  the  heedless  animal 
rushed  by  Miss  Letitia's  cbair^  the  pendant  fly 
caught  in  his  shaggy  coat,  which  proving  in- 
sufficient even  for  a  single  moment  to  check 
his  career,  away  he  tore  like  mad,  bearing  off 
flies,  line,  and  Miss  Letitia  Vanbnmner's  ample 
head  dress  with  her  artificial  tresses,  that  un- 
fortunately were  pinned  to  it,  bang  through  the 
parlour  door,  out  through  frontdoor,  which 
h^pened  at  the  time  to  be  open,  and  thui 
down  the  street  as  fast  as  his  four  legs  could 
carry  him ;  capsizing  old  Tom,  tray  and  all  in 
his  route ;  and  creating  such  a  scene  of  confu- 
sion as  it  is  impossible  to  describe. 

The  whole  affair  seemed  like  magic.  How 
it  had  all  occurred  no  one  had  the  slightest  idea, 
and  yet  they  all  saw  the  turban  of  the  great 
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mogol^  as  if  propelled  by  some  invisible 
agency,  detached  from  the  person  of  its  lawful 
owner,  and  bouncing  away  after  the  retreating 
Cssar,  like  the  phantom  head  of  some  slaugh- 
tered Turk,  pursuing  his  conscience  stricken 
assasirin.  Nor  was  this  all  that  bore  the  ap- 
pearance of  enchantment;  for  in  vain  did 
doctor  Mangles  attempt  to  rise  from  his  chair 
to  idiich  he  appeared  to  be  as  firmly  fixed  as 
cfer  Theseus  was  to  his  seat  in  the  infernal 
regions,  when  detected  in  his  abortive  attempt 
to  carry  off  Proserpine.  But  old  Tom,  by  dint 
of  a  little  tugging  and  hauling,  at  length  managed 
to  set  the  little  doctor  free;  although  we  fear  with 
•omething  like  the  same  result,  if  not  in  person, 
at  least  to  property,  as  attended  the  renowned 
hero  of  antiquity,  when  released  by  cousin 
Hercules  from  the  predicament  above  alluded  to. 
As  for  Mrs.  Hester  Vanbrunner,  she  laughed 
till  the  tears  ran  down  her  furrowed  cheeks ; 
nor  could  any  one,  but  the  suffering  parties 
wholly  support  their  gravity.    The  despoiled 
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maiden  howeyer,  who  was  in  a  high  state  of  ez« 
citement^wottld  insist  upon  it  thatCflesarhad  torn 
off  her  turban  and  ran  off  with  it  in  pursuance 
of  Jack's  express  instructions^  who  had  taught 
him  every  mischievous  trick  a  dog  was  capable 
of  learnings  and  a  great  many  more  besides. 
But  the  doctor  attributed  his  affair  to  its  real 
cause ;  an  act  of  carelessness  notlikely  to  occur 
again  $  he  therefore  thought  proper  to  make 
his  exit  forthwith^  and  without  making  any 
fuss  about  the  matter^  as  well  to  repair  damages^ 
as  to  escape  any  ridicule^  the  full  extent  of  the 
injuries  his  nether  garments  had  sustained^  had 
it  been  known  would  most  probably  liave 
brought  upon  him.  But  when  his  enamoured 
fair  one,  found  him  gone,  her  rage  knew  no 
bounds ;  nor  was  her  fury  at  all  lessened  by  old 
Tom  running  in  perfectly  breathless,  bearing  in 
his  hands  the  ill  fated  turban,  which  he  had 
picked  up  in  a  gutter  some  way  down  the  street, 
which  he  presented  to  its  lawful  owner,  with  an 
air  of  the  most  respectful  gravity. 
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Bat  alas  all  its  glories  were  departed ;  it  was 
a  mere  bundle  of  filthy  rags,  saturated  with  the 
mnd  of  the  kennel,  which  old  Tom  himself 
came  in  for  some  share  of;  as  the  enraged  spin- 
ster rewarded  his  labors  by  throwing  the  object 
of  them  in  his  face  with  an  accuracy  unusual 
to  her  sex;  and  then  rushing  into  the  room,  in 
which  she  had  deposited  her  doak  and  calash, 
and  throwing  them  hastily  on,  she  took  her  de- 
parture, in  spite  of  every  entreaty  to  remain ; 
and  in  that  happy  frame  of  mind,  that  had  she 
been   a   despotic   monarch,    which^    at  that 
moHient,  she  actually  wished  she  was.  Jack 
and  Ciesar  would  most  assuredly  have  been 
hanged  forthwith ;  whilst  old  Tom's  fete  would 
hare  been  a  severe  fl(^^ng,  and  the  pillory, 
with  solitary  confinement  on  bread  and  water 
fior  the  rest  of  his  days. 
Whether  this  amiable  lady  encountered  doctor 
Mangles  in  her  way  homewards  or  not,  is  a 
matter  we  have  recdnred  no  satisfactory  infers 
mation  about,  tho*  it  is  certun  the  latter  re« 
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turned  no  more  to  the  scene  of  his  mishap  that 
night;  nor  have  we  heard  that  any  thing  parti- 
cular occurred  at  the  wild  beast  exhibition. 
Cssar  re-appeared  in  the  course  of  the  evening; 
but  as  might  very  naturally  be  expected  could 
give  no  account  of  the  part  he  himself  had  pw- 
formed  in  the  transaction ;  and  the  remainder  of 
the  party^  after  wondering  more  and  more^  at  an 
occurence  which  to  them  was  wholly  unac- 
countablcj  at  last  separated  for  the  night.  And 
so  at  last  we  wind  up  and  conclude  a  very 
long  chapter. 
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CHAP.  III. 


m  WSIOB  MBimON   18  UJLDE  OF    TBS  BA.RLT  BISTORT 
or  MM B  OF  CUB  PBINOIFAL    OBABAOTBBS. 

BiFOBB  proceedu^  further  with  our  tale^  we 
ccHuider  it  proper  to  trace  back  a  few  years^ 
and  acqtiaint  oar  readers^  with  some  of  the  early 
history  of  the  characters  we  have  already  in- 
troduced to  their  notice.  In  the  first  place 
Mrs.  Price^  the  worthy  old  lady  before  men- 
tioned,  was  the  widow  of  a  colonel  Price,  a 
gentleman  of  good  family,  who  in  early  life 
had  held  a  commission  in  the  goards ;  but  being 
afterwards  appointed  to  a  situation  in  the 
household  of  one  of  the  members  of  the  royal 
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family,  had  retired  from  the  army.    Daring  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  he  had  resided  principally 
in  an  old  family  mansion,  at  Longpassage,   at 
which  place  he  had  died,  about  five  years  pre- 
viously to  the  commencement  of  our  tale.  But 
the  loss  of  an  affectionate  husband,  after  an 
happy  union  of  nearly  half  a  century,  was  not 
the  only  stroke  of  a£3iction  his  amiable  widow 
was  doomed  to  undergo.    Her  son  and  only 
child,  who  also  lost  his  wife  shortly  after  his 
father's  death,  had  been  advised  to  try  the  effect 
of  a  change  of  scene,  and  to  accompany  a 
brother  of  his  deceased  wife,  on  an  excursion 
to  the  continent,  which  the  short  interval  of 
peace  that  occurred  about  that  time  gave  them 
an  opportunity  of  canying  into  effect ;  but  from 
which  neither  returned.    In  crossing  the  Alps 
they  encountered  one  of  those  heavy  snow  stonns 
which  are  frequent  in  those  regions,  and  being 
deserted  by  their  guides  both  perished. 

As  may  be  supposed  trials  like  these  pressed 
heavily  upon  the  declining  years  of  the  old 
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ladf .  Still  she  had  a  source  of  consolation  ex- 
tending far  beyoud  the  transitory  enjoyments  of 
the  present  life.  It  was  a  hope  sure  and  stead-i 
fast,  supporting  and  cheering  her  through  all 
her  trials  and  hereayements  and  fixed  upon 
eternity.  As  for  her  worldly  cares^  they  were 
all  now  engrossed  by  her  orphan  grand- 
son,  who  in  spite  of  all  the  malicious  re< 
marks  of  some  of  her  acquaintance^  she  firmly 
believed  would  turn  out  a  useful  and  respectable 
member  of  society.  Whether  he  did  or  not, 
will  appear  from  the  subsequent  part  of  our 
narratiye. 

And  now  for  a  word  or  two  about  the  Van- 
brunners.  The  early  history  of  this  family 
was  inTolved  in  deep  obscurity.  Doctor  Jansen 
Vanbrunner,  the  father  of  the  parties  of  that 
name  we  haye  already  mentioned,  first  brought 
himself  into  public  notice  as  the  inventor  and 
proprietor  of  a  celebrated  yermifuge  and  a  food 
for  infantSyin  a  highly  concentrated  form4|haying 
previously  followed  the  somewhat  doubtful  call- 
ing of  an  itinerant  vendor  of  quack  medicines. 
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Now JansenVanbrunner  was  not  the  person  to 
hide  the  light  of  his  genius  from  the  public  eye^ 
consequently  most  of  the  papers  of  the  day^ 
contained  hisadvertisements^  as  well  as  accounts 
of  the  miraculous  cures  that  were  daily  wrought 
thro'  the  medium  of  the  articles  thus  offered 
to  public  notice. 

The  plan  proved  successful^  the  bait  or  rather 
the  vermifuges^  were  freely  taken^  and  the 
reptiles  annihilated;  whilst  infants  began^  or  at 
any  rate^  were  supposed  to  thrive  most  prodi- 
giously under  this  newly  discovered  and  highly 
concentrated  farinaceous  aliment,  so  that  every 
succeeding  year,  found  Jansen  Vanbrunner  a 
richer  and  morethrivingman.  Some  speculations 
also  in  which  he  had  engaged  turned  out  most 
prosperously,  until  at  length  having  made,  as  he 
thought,money  enough  to  retire  from  active  busi- 
ness, he  disposed  of  the  patent  of  his  inventions, 
and  took  up  his  abode  in  a  fine  mansion  a  few 
miles  from  Longpassage ;  which,  with  a  large 
estate  annexed  to  it,  he  had  purchased  or  rather 
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obtained  the  possession  of   by  foreclosing  a 
Bortgage  he  had  upon  it  a  short  time  previously. 
As    this   residence,    distinguished    by    the 
name    of  Langton    Grove^    was*  of  a    most 
aristocratic  character,  it  appears  to  have  been 
conaideredj  a  sufficient  guarantee   for  the  re- 
spectability of  the  owner,  who  was  soon  visited 
by  all  the  rank  and  fashion  of  the  neighbour* 
hood;  and  it  is  but  justice  to  say  that  his 
geneFal  behaviour  in  society,  and  the  style  of  his 
iQtertainments  were  so  well  regulated,  that  no 
one  could  have  identified  in  the  then  owner  of 
Langton  grove,  the  former  itinerant  vendor  of 
quack  medicines* 

This  fact  shews  plainly  that  he  could  have 
been  a  person  of  no  ordinary  abilities;  for  it  is 
a  far  easier  task  to  become  a  finished  scholar, 
or  to  amass  wealth,  than  to  acquire  the  simple 
manners  of  a  gentleman,  untainted  by  either 
pedantry,  purse-pride,  or  vulgarity,  neither  of 
which  cotdd  be  detected  in  the  manners  or 
conduct  of  Mr.  Jansen  Vanbrunner.    He  had 
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taken  the  precaution  of  sinkbg  tite  title  of 
doctor  the  moment  he  pretended  to  set  up 
for  a  gentleman. 

At  the  time  of  his  settling  at  Langton  grove^ 
his  family  consisted  of  three  daughters :  for  he 
had  been  many  years  a  widower ;  and  as  those 
young  ladies  were  then  in  the  full  bloom  of 
youth^  if  not  of  beauty^  they  had  no  lack  of 
admirers ;   and  a  younger  brother  of  colonel 
Prioe^  then  a  commander  in  the  navy^  was  so 
smitten  with  the  charms  of  one  of  these  young 
ladies^  that  a  marriage  was   the  result.    But 
this  proved  anything  but  a  happy  union^ — (tlie 
unlucky  husband  findings)  but  too  late,  that 
the  wit  and  yivacity  he  had  so  much  admired 
in  Miss  Vanbrunner,  contained  a  great  deal 
more    of  the  spice   of  malice    than  he  was 
at  all  aware  of  until  she  became  Mrs.  Price. 
But  he  bore    his  ill-fortune  like  a  Briton; 
owned  the  womenkind  had  somehow  or  other 
always    managed    to    get    to    windward    of 
him ;  and  that  as  what  he  had  done  could 
not    then  be   recalled,  his  better  plan  was 
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to  make  the  best  he  could  of  a  bad  bajpoa. 
In  the  mean  time^  whilst  yean  rolled  on  he  saw  a 
great  deal  of  aettve  aervice,  which  perhaps  if  the 
troth  were  told»^  his  country  might  thank  hit 
wile  for  a  great  portion  of,  as  no  offspring 
having  proceeded  from  this  nnlaoky  vmon,  ad- 
ded to  his  wife  possessing  so  fbw  agreeable 
qualities,  home  had  but  few  charms  to  offer 
bim.  In  doe  time,  after  frequently  Inringing 
himself  into  honorable  notice,  he  attained  the 
rank  of  a  flag  oflioer ;  and  when  O.C.B%  and 
K«C.B's  became  the  order  of  the  day^  he  vt$M 
•ne  of  the  first  upon  whom  the  former  honor 
was  conferred. 

There  were  persons  indeed,  who  were  ill* 
Dstured  enough  to  say  that  he  had  expected  a 
huge  fortune  with  his  wife,  if  such  was  the 
ease  he  was  disappointed,  for  old  Vanbrunner 
never  gave  her  a  penny  till  he  died,  and  little 
enough  then,  as  we  shall  by  and  by  show^ 
IndeedyTcryshortlyafterhisdaughter^smarriage, 
the  old  gentlemen  thought  proper  to  follow  her 

vol..  I  D 
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example,  and  accordingly  took  onto  himsdf  a. 
second  wife ;  who  having  not  long  afterwards 
presented  him  with  a  son  and  heir,  be  left  to  him 
the  whole  of  his  immense  wealth ;  charged  only 
with  the  payment  of  three  annuities^  of  £7^  ^ 
year  to  his  daughters ;  although  he  himself  died 
worth  at  least  £10,000  a  year. 

But  there  was  one  condition  he  had  annexed 
to  the  enjoyment  of  his  property ;  which  was, 
that  if  his  son,  also  named  Jansen  Vanbrunncr 
or  -his  descendants,  should  take  or  be  known 
by  any  other  name  than  that  of  Vanbrunner, 
the  whole  of  his  property  should  go  over  to  his 
daughters ;  but  subject  to  a  like  condition  of 
forfeiture,  unless  they  also  retained  the  name  of 
Vanbrunner,  or  their  husbands,  in  case  they 
married,  should  refuse  to  assume  it. 

The  object  of  this  proviso  was  to  transmit  as 
well  his  name  as  his  wealth  to  posterity ;  nor 
does  there  appear  any  great  harshness  in  en<- 
forcing  a  compliance  with  it;  yet  this  proved  a 
great  drawback  to  the  happiness  of  Jansen 
Vnnbrunner,  the  son. 
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Nov  this  JftDsen  Vanbmnner,  the  son^  was  a 
haughty  man,  and  be  had  succeeded  in  obtain* 
wg  in  marriage  a  daughter  of  one  of  the 
prottdest  peers  of  the  realm.  That  a  prood 
peer  dionld  consent  to  the  marriage  of  his 
daughter  with  a  person  of  such  low  origin  as 
Ae  son  of  a  retired  qoack  doctor,  might  per^ 
Iwps  require  some  comment,  if  similar  events 
veienot  of  every  day  occurrence.  Such  being 
the  ease,  we  merdy  mention  the  fact. 

And  so  Jansen  VanbrunneTi  the  son,  beuo^ 
u  we  said  before,  a  very-haughty  man,  he  bad, 
a  great  desire  to  change  his  name;  for  the 
advertiaements  of  doctor  Jansen  Vanbrunner's 
sdebrated  worm  cakes  and  highly  concentrated 
farinaceous  food  for  infants,which  he  constantly 
isw  exhibited,  not  only  in  the  shop  windows 
of  every  drugpst  throughout  the  kingdom, 
bi^  also  displayed  upon  every  blank  wall 
aionnd  the  metropolis,  and  every  other  lai;ge 
town  on  which  billstickers  were  allowed  to 
sxerctse  their  privileges,  was  to  him— *aa 
D  3 
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Mordecai's  sitting  in  the  gate  wes  to  the  am-- 
bilious  Haman  of  old — and  as  the  latter  sought 
to  avenge  himself  of  the  annoyanoe  by  catting 
off  every  Jew  throughout  his  master's  domi-> 
nions,  so  did  Jansen  Yanbrunner  the  younger 
desire^  by  changing  his  name^  to  sever  every 
sound  of  connexion  betwixt  himself  and  his 
father's  really  valuable  inventions,  which  the 
proviso  in  question  alone  prevented  him  from 
carrying  into  effect.  A  fresh  mortification  also 
was  still  in  store  for  him  which  he  little  dreamt 
of,  and  all  through  his  deceased  father's  worm 
cakes  and  highly  concentrated  farinaceous  food 
for  infants. 

We  alluded  in  a  preceeding  chapter  to  a  con- 
tested election,  in  which  Mr.  Yanbrunner  had 
been  the  unsuccessful  candidate.  His  opponent 
in  the  contest  was  a  Mr.  Dobson,  a  retired 
tradesman  of  considerable  property  but  who 
had  risen  from  a  very  humble  grade  of  life.  The 
latter  circumstance,  unfortunately  for  Yanbrun- 
Aer,  had  been  alluded  to  by  some  of  his  sup- 
porters in  order  to  lower  Mr.  Dobson,  whom 
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they  designated  in  tbeur  tqoibs  as  an  npstait 
mushroom^  and  a  would  be  gentleman^  with 
sundry  other  opprobrious  epithets;  such  as  per- 
sons  engaged  in  electioneering  matters  bestow 
with  so  Uberal  a  hand  upon  the  candidate  on 
the  other  aide  of  the  question,  for  the  purpose 
of  degrading  him  in  the  eyes  of  the  electors,  and 
tendering  him  as  contemptible  as  possible  to 
an  the  rest  of  mankind.  To  encounter  this,  Mr. 
Dobsoik'a  party,  on  ike  day  of  nomination,  con- 
trired  to  get  a  number  of  Dr.  Vanbninner's 
advertisements  printed  on  paper  to  correspond- 
ing colors  to  those  of  the  candidate  of  that 
name,  which  they  caused  to  be  stuck  up  in  the 
most  conspicuous  situation  in  the  neighbour^ 
hood  of  tbe  place  of  nomination,    and  this 
manoeuvre  lost  Mr.  Vanbrunner  his  election. 
The  sight  of  the  hated  quack  advertisements  in 
the  colors  of  his  party  provbked  his  wrath  to 
the  greatest  degree,  and  he  insisted  upon  their 
instant  removal,  which  was  effected  without  the 
slightest  disturbance  or  opposition,  from  the 
other  side.     But  Mr.  Dobson,  as  soon  as  the 
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groans  and  hisses  of  the  rabble  engaged  by  the 
opposite  party  had  sufficiently  subsided  to  en- 
able him  to  address  the  electors,  did  not  ftil 
to  make  the  most  of  the  ridiculous  situation 
his  adversary  had  placed  himself  by  his  ill- 
judged  pride. 

When  therefore  it  became  Mr.  Dobson's  un- 
pleasant duty,  as  he  termed  it,  to  speak  about 
himself;  he  stated,  '^it  had  been  sud  by  the 
supporters  of  Mr.  Vanbrunner,  that  he  (Mr. 
Dobson)  was  unwoirthy  to  represent  their  town 
in  parliament,  because  he  could  not  boast  of  a 
descent  from  the  aristocracy  of  the  land ;  but 
he  would  ask,  was  not  Mr.  Vanbrunner  himself 
in  precisely  the  same  position  ?  Was  there  in  fact 
any  diflPerenceintheirrespectiTe  situations!  None 
— unless  it  was,  that  whilst  the  one  looked 
down  with  shame  and  disgust  upon  the  sources 
from  whence  he  dAiyed  the  whole  of  his  wealth 
and  importance — aye,  even  his  daily  bread,  and 
the  very  shirt  on  his  back,  and  every  allusion 
to  which  he  had  so  recently  insisted  upon  being 
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remoTed  from  public  view,  as  if  containing 
nothing  but  marks  of  shame  and  infamy.      He 
(Mr.  Dobson)  looked  with  unmixed  feelings  of 
trinmph  and  self-congratulation  on  that  proud 
banner    he  then  saw  unfurled  before  him^  in 
which  the  words  '  Trade  and  Commerce^'  were 
displayed  in  letters  of  gold ;  as  the  means  by 
which  through  his  own  personal  merit  and  in- 
dustry, he  had  been  enabled  to  acquire  a  vs- 
spectable  independent  fortune — ^to  retire  from 
active  business — ^to  become  a  country  gentle^ 
man — and    above    all,    to    become  a  candi- 
date for  their  suffrages.    And''  continued  Mr. 
Dobson^  '^  without  meaning  the  slightest  disre- 
spect towards  the  many  highly  bom,  and  1  may 
even  addj  nobly  bom  gentlemen,  whom  I  see 
collected  around  me,  I  must  confess  that  I  feel 
more  pride,  more  satisfiustion,  and  more  self- 
congratulation  in  having,  fay  my  own  exertions, 
gained  a    competent    independence,    than  I 
should  to  have  acquired  ten  times  the  amount 
thro'  a  long  .line  of  illustrious  and  distinguished 
ancestry.'' 
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In  alluding  to  Vanbnmner^  in  a  subsequent 
part  of  hia  speech^  be  observed,  **  he  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  his  opponents  property  had 
reached  him  through  a  dishonorable  channel:  on 
the  contrary,  he  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  worm  cakes  and  food  for  infants,  to  which 
the  son  and  heir  of  the  inventor,  seemed  to 
entertain  so  muidi  distaste,  had  been  extremely 
beneficial  to  society.  He  (Mr.  Dobson)  could  not 
^eak  from  his  own  personal  experience  of  their 
merits,  as  he  hadnever  madeatrialof  tfaem,eidier 
upon  himself,  or  upon  any  member  of  his  ikmily; 
but  he  knew  others  who  had  tried  them,  and 
as  he  had  been  informed  with  most  satisfactory 
results ;  he  begged  therefore  to  state  most  dis* 
tittctly  and  explicitly,  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
cast  the  slightest  slur  upon  his  adversary  for 
deriving  his  present  prosperity  from  the 
sources  he  had  before  alluded  to ;  but  he  did 
blame  him  for  feeling  shame  at  acknowledging 
them.  How  would  a  gentleman  who  had  thought 
proper  to  pursue    the    line    of  conduct  his 
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opponent  had  adopted,  be  likely  to  act  towards 
those  Teiy  gentlemen  whose  support  he  was  then 
asking.  Would  he  not  be  likely  to  treat  them 
as  he  had  treated  the  sources  of  his  present 
wealth  and  consequence,  wheneyer  it  might 
suit  his  caprice,  pride,  or  convenience,  to  throw 
them  off  and  disclaim  them  altogether.  In 
conclusion/'  he  said^  **  he  would  advise  that 
gentleman's  supporters  to  ponder  well  whether 
he  was  not  making  use  of  them,  merely  as 
stepping  stones,  to  reach  that  proud  eminence, 
for  which  they  were  both  competitors.  And 
whether  if  he  attained  that  object,  he  would 
not  then  rudely  cast  them  aside,  having  no 
longer  any  further  occasion  for  their  services. 
The  effect  of  this  address  was  not  thrown 
away.  The  hisses  and  groans  of  the  great  un- 
washed, who  on  that  occasion  intended  to 
support  Vanbmnner,  who  for  some  unassigned 
eaose  had  been  pleased  to  style  himself  ''the 
friend  of  the  people,*'  were  soon  drowned  in  the 
cheers  of  the  electors ;  and  as  Mr.  Dobson  pro<- 
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oeededj  the  rabble  began  to  entertain  very  serion* 
doubts  as  to  the  sincerity  of  Mr.  Vanbrunner's 
professions;  which  were  considerably  strength* 
ened  by  the  economical  manner  in  which  either 
he  or  his  committee  had  caused  the  beer  to  b* 
served  out  on  that  memorable  morning.  When 
therefore^  Snooks  Dobson  Esq.,  threw  the  full 
force  of  his  oratory  into  the  latter  part  of  his 
speech,  the  tide  of  mob  popularity  was  com- 
pletely turned ;  and  that 'most  discerning  part 
of  the  community  were  found  to  join  freely 
with  the  cheers  of  Uie  voters. 

Mr  Vanbrunner,  therefore,  on  presenting 
himself,  instead  of  the  cheers  which  his 
party  had  led  him  to  expect,  was  greeted  with 
those  expressions  of  disapprobation,  which  had 
originally  been  intended  for  his  adversary. 
This  unexpected  occurrence,  had  a  powerful 
influence  upon  him,  and  being  a  person  of  any 
thing  but  a  passive  disposition,  he  soon  lost  all 
command  of  temper,  which  was  manifest 
throughout  the  whole  tenor  of  his  address.    In 
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allusion  to  Mr.  Dobson,  he  even  exceeded  the 
low  abase,  which  established  usage  seems  to 
ss!>ction  on  sach  occasions ;  applying  to  him 
the  epithets  of  ^  viilgar  interloper/'  ''  cockney 
shopkeeper/'  ^  person  that  nobody  knew,  and 
wko  knew  nobody,  a  moshroom  squire,  who  had 
not  the  honor  of  the  acquaintance  of  a  single 
Robleaaan,  or  half  a  dozen  gentlemen  of  conse- 
quence in  the  whole  county.  And  as  for  his 
property,  of  which  he  had  thought  proper  to 
koast  so  much  !  What  was  it?  Why  he  (Mr. 
Vanbrunner)  was  rich  enough  to  buy  him  twice 


^WtM^^  roared  out  one  of  the  mob,  '^and 
you'd  aeU  all  we,  to  pay  vor  un." 

This  remaric  was  followed  by  such  a  scene  of 
uproar  and  confusion,  that  the  discomfitted 
candidate  thought  proper  to  cut  short  his  ad- 
dress, and  retired  amidst  the  groans  and  hisses 
of  his  former  but  fickle  frieiids,  the  rabble,  who 
bad  been  mustered  in  full  strength,  by  his  own 
party,  for  the  express  purpose  of  conferring  that 
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honor  upon  his  antagonist.  After  the  tumult 
bad  begun  in  some  degree  to  subside^  a  shew  of 
hands  was  demanded^  (the  greater  part  of  which 
from  their  very  dirty  appearance  did  not  pro- 
bably appertain  to  the  persons  of  voters,  who 
usually  form  but  a  small  portion  of  the  assem- 
bled multitude  on  such  occasions)  which  were 
declared  to  be  in  favor  of  Snook  Dobson  Esq.and 
Robert  Mandeville  Esq.,  the  remaining  candi- 
date, of  whose  return,  there  never  had  existed 
the  slightest  doubt.  So  much  then  for  mob 
popularity ! 

A  poll  was  then  demanded,  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Vanbrunner,  who  being  persuaded  by  his  com- 
mittee that  he  must  eventually  be  returned, 
kept  up  the  contest  to  the  very  last.  But  by 
this  time  Vanbrunner  had  lost  the  confidence 
of  many  of  his  party ;  and  before  the  termina- 
tion of  the  election  several  of  them  thought 
proper  ^tb  change  their  minds,  and  either  to  • 
transfer  their  votes  to  his  opponent  or  with* 
hold  them  altogether ;  the  consequence  of  which 
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WIS  that  the  latter  gained  the  election^  to  the 
no  small  annoyance  of  Vanbronner ;  who  in 
addition  to  his  defeat  found  himself  minus  some 
thousands  of  pounds^  for  expenses  incurred  in 
carrying  on  the  contest.  This  effectually  dis- 
jir^isted  htm  with  elections^  and  being  resolved 
iierer  again  to  enter  the  field ,  for  a  similar  pur- 
pose, he  forthwith  cut  the  greater  part  of  his 
party,  and  was  ever  afterwards  on  terms  of 
coolnessj  with  the  rest. 

And  now  we  must  return  to  the  two  remain- 
ing Misses  Vanbrunner,  whom  we  left  many 
yesrs  before  in  the  full  possession  of  all  their 
youthful  charms. 

These  ladies  resided  with  their  father  till  his 
death,  at  which  time,  as  we  before  stated,  they 
became  entitled  to  an  annuity  of  £^5  a  year 
each,  payable  quarterly,  with  the  usual  powers 
of  distress  and  entry,  which  to  do  their  brother 
justice  they  had  never  occasion  to  exerciser 
as  he  paid  them  with  tolerable  punctuality,  but 
not  a  stiver  beyond  this,  could  they  ever  suc- 
ceed in  extracting  from  his  pockets. 
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Mrs.  Hester  Vanbrunner  it  is  said^  ^m  ver? 
good  looking  in  her  younger  days ;  but  for  all 
this  she  was  doomed  to  lead  a  life  of  single 
blessedness,  and  as  her  hopes  of  matrimony 
grew  fainter  and  fainter,  her  real  disposition 
began  to  unmask  itself,  and  her  manners  and 
conversation,  which  had  ever  been  more  or  less 
tinged  with  satire  and  illBature,at  length  resolved 
into  absolute  rudeness;  whilst  the  continual  in- 
dulgence of  bad  temper,  added  to  some  severe 
attacks  of  rheumatism,  a  disorder  very  unlikely 
to  improve  tt«  had  given  her  the  appearance  of 
old  age  and  decrepitude,  at  an  unusually  esrly 
period  of  life. 

As  for  Miss  Letitia  Vanbrunner,  she  had 
never  possessed  good  looks,  good  temper,  or 
good  any  thing  else,  and  being  disagreeable 
from  her  youth  upwards,  so  she  continued  to 
the  end  of  the  chapter.  And  as  she  was  liked 
by  no  one,  it  is  not  perhaps  so  wonderful  that 
she  should  centre  all  her  aflfections  h\  herself. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


lit  WHICH  A   TSHT   mOVD    M AK  ACTS   A   TKRT    RVMBLK 
CHAHACTSm,    AMD    A    VBHT    KCCEMTRtC 

rsmtoH AOB  »  unmoDVCBs 


Ox  the  morning  of  the  second  day  that  fol- 
lowed Miss  Letitia  Vanbrunner's  catastrophe^  a 
cvriageand  four^  attended  by  servants  in  green 
liTeries,  with  yellow  cuffs  and  collars^  bedizened 
with  no  small  quantity  of  silver  lace^  drew  up 
St  Mrs.  Price's  house,  and  out  stepped  that 
great  man  Mr.  Vanbrunner.  There  was  nothing 
remarkable^  in  his  appearance  either  one  way 
or  the  other;  he  being  an  every  day 
looldng  %ort  of  person^  such  as  we  may 
piss     a    hundred     of     without     any     one 
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ll  of  them    attracting  our  particular  attention  ; 

I  yet  from  the  manner  in  which  he  entered  the 

!  room  and  addressed  the  lady  of  the  hoase,  it 

i!  was  evident  that  he  had  been  accustomed  to 

j^^  mix  in  the  higher  ranks  of  society. 

ii  After  the  usual  matter-of-course  compliments, 

'}  and  some  general  conversation,  of  which  Bonar 

(parte  and  the  weather  formed  the  chief  topics, 
Mr.  Vanbrunner  entered  upon  the  real  purport 
j  of  his  visit ;  which  was,  as  he  stated,  to  request 

I  a  great  favor,  and  one  he  trusted  his  kind  friend 

Mrs.  Price,  from  the  willingness  she  had  always 
shewn  to  oblige  him  on  former  occasions,  would 
not  that  day  refuse. 

Tlie  kind  friend  requested  to  know  the  na-r 
ture  of  the  favor  he  sought ;  at  the  same  time 
assuring  him  it  would,  if  in  her  power,  afford 
her  pleasure  to  grant  it. 

"Then  my  dear  ma'am,  I'll  tell  you  what  it 
is,"  said  Mr.  Vanbrunner  with  an  air  of  solemn  * 
mystery;  "I  suppose  you  have  heard  about 
Colonel  Anderson's  intended  fSte  ?'' 


THE  THKBE  STUDENTS.  6i 

Mrs.  Price  bowed  assent. 

"Well  then/'  contintted  Vanbranner, '' can 
jon  believe  it  possible — neither  myself  nor 
Lady  Mary  Ann  have  received  any  invitation  ! 
We  have  not  I  assure  you.'' 

"  Indeed/'  rejoined  Mrs.  Price^ ''  then  I  am 
inclined  to  think  there  mast  be  some  mistake. 
Perhaps  the  invitations  are  not  all  yet  sent  out. 
Tou  must  recollect  the  affair  does  not  take 
place  for  the  next  three  weeks.  Depend  upon 
it  you  will  be  invited  /'  and  so  she  thought;  or 
•he  never  would  have  said  so. 

**  But  I  am  sorry  to  say/'  continued  Van- 
bnmner,  *^  that  I  have  reason  to  suppose  we 
have  been  intentionally  omitted.  Mr.  Twaddle^ 
who^  you  know  b  very  intimate  with  the  colonel^ 
has  asoertaaned  that  fact^  though  he  is  wholly 
St  a  loss  to  find  out  the  cause.  Now  my  dear 
Mrs  Prioe^  the  favor  I  have  to  request  is^  that 
you  would  hint  to  Colonel  Anderson,  the  pro^ 
priety  of  inviting  us ;  this  you  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  doing  very  shortly,  as  my  friend 


il 


il 
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Mr.T waddle^  also  informs  me  that  the  Colonel  is 
coming  into  town  to  day^  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  calling  upon  yop/' 

^*  Should  he  do  so,*^  answered  Mrs.  Price^  ^'  I 
will  certainly  promise  to  hint  the  subject  to 
faimj  or  perhaps,  what  would  be  still  better  ask 
him  at  once  to  send  you  an  invitation.  But  it 
is  a  delicate  affair,  as  far  as  yuu  are  concerned ; 
and  1  am  fearful  I  may  manage  it  so  awk- 
wardly, that  you  may  regret  entrusting  me  with 


I'f  such  a  commission.'^ 


''Never  mind  that,''  rejoined  the  anxious 
|i  Vanbmnner,  ''  never  mind  that — only  get  us 

asked ;  and  I  don't  care  a  straw  how  you  bring  it 
about.  Now  imagine-— only  just  for  one  mo- 
ment imagine  our  not  being  there,  and  my  Lord 
Hexham,  Lady  Mary  Ann's  father,  one  of  the 
party.  Why  what  would  all  the  county  people 
think  ?  Would'nt  they  very  naturally  suppose 
that  some  coolness  existed  between  us  ?'' 

And  the  county  people  would  have  thought 
perfectly  right  if  they  bad  supposed  so ;  for 
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LordHexman  was  heartily  ashamed  of  his  son* 
)D«law ;  and  notwithstanding  be  bad  consented 
to  Vanbranner's  maitTUig  the  phdnest  of  his  five 
daughters,  and  who  was  very  deaf,  and  of  ratber 
weak  intellects  into  the  bargain,  bis  lordsbipbad 
taken  little  notice  of  either  of  them  afterwards* 

The  end  of  Vanbmnner's  visit,  having  been  at- 
tained, he  soon  afterwards  took  his  leave,  thank- 
ing Mrs.  Price  for  the  interest  she  bad  promised 
to  exert  in  bis  behalf,  whom  he  left  marvelling 
St  the  iacillity  with  which  proud  men  can  some- 
times  pnt  their  pride  into  their  pockets,  when  it 
stands  in  the  wayof  their  achieving  any&vonrite 
object.  Now  Mr.  Twaddle's  information  proved 
correct.  Colonel  Anderson  did,  as  he  had  pre- 
dicted, call  upon  Mrs.  Price  in  the  course  of  the 
morning,  and  in  iact  not  half  an  hour  after  Mr. 
Vanbmnner's  departure. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  remark  that  colonel 
Anderson  was  not  like  Vanbrunner,  an  every 
day  looking  sort  of  person.  He  was  tall,  re- 
markably handsome,  with  a  truly    dignified 


I 
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expression  of  countenance ;  but  wbicb^  his  sin- 
gular style  of  dress  was  not  calculated  to  set  off 
to  the  best  advantage. 

On  the  present  occasion  he  sported  a  bright 
green  frock  coat,  very  long  in  the  waist,  and  very 
short  in  the  skirts,  and  ornamented  with  large 
gilt  buttons.  His  white  neckerchief  which  in 
those  days  gentlemen  generally  wore  even  of  a 
morning,  was  of  ample  size,  as  was  also  his 
shirt  frill.  His  waistcoat  was  of  bright  scarlet. 
A  very  tight  pair  of  buckskins  with  larg« 
knots  of  straw  coloured  ribbon  below  the 
knee,  reached  nearly  to  the  middle  of  the  leg, 
where  they  were  met  by  a  pair  of  riding  boots, 
the  tops  of  which  came  almost  down  to  the ' 
ankle.  He  also  wore  powder  in  his  hair,  which 
was  very  long  in  front,  and  combed  up  in 
form  of  a  top  knot ;  whilst  a  gold  watth  chain, 
to  which  several  massive  seals  were  attached, 
completed  his  personal  decorations. 
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Now  crar  readers  must  not  for  one  moment 
suppose  that  this  eccentric  personage  is  in- 
tended to  represent  a  dandy  of  the  year 
1S09,  or  of  any  other  precise  period  ;  for  the 
Colonel's  aim  always  was  to  dress  as  unlike 
every  one  else  as  he  possibly  could,  and  that 
in  such  a  manner  as  few  could  venture  upon, 
without  rendering  themselves  objects  of  ridL 
cule,  which  nineteen  out  of  twenty,  would  most 
assuredly  have  done,  if  they  had  taken  him  for 
their  pattern;  yet  who  in  his  own  proper  per- 
son, in  spite  of  all  he  could  and  did  do,  had 
still  that  dignified  mien  about  him,  which  a  ce- 
lebrated modem  writer  has  described,  as  often, 
though  not  always  found  to  distinguish  the 
higher  grades  of  the  English  aristocracy. 

In  manner  also,  he  was  nearly  as  eccentric  as 
in  dress.  Almost  every  one  of  his  acquaintance, 
were  indebted  to  him  for  some  appropriate  nick 
name,  rather  calculated  to  render  them  ridicu- 
lous, than  %o  add  to  their  dignity,  by  which  he 
asually  spoke  of  them  behind  their  backs,  and 


Ill 
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not  unfrequendy  addressed  them  to  their  faces ; 
a  pecaliar  way  of  distinguishing  his  friends, 
that  added  Very  considerably  to  the  number 
of  his  enemies.  For  though  like  many  other 
incorrigibles,  particularly  if  they  are  rich  and 
powerful,  he  was  universally  admitted  to  be  a  ^ 
person  who  might  say  or  do  anything,  yet  none 
were  willing  to  be  the  subjects  upon  whom  he 
was  to  exercise  these  priyileges. 

«  Well  how  d*ye  do  ?  How  d'ye  do?"  said 
the  Colonel,  addressing  Mrs.  Price,  *^  very  well 
are  you  ?  aye,  that's  right.  And  now  I'm  come 
to  ask  you  to  change  your  mind, — all  selfish, — 

7  number  one  ?  eh !   But  the  truth  of  the  matter 

is,  I  find  I'm  expected  to  ask  every  body ;  and 

1  ^me  very  queer  ones  too  I  can  assure  you; 

I  and  therefore  I  can't  afford  to  lose  one  really 

decent  acquaintance — how  then  can  I  give  up 
such  a  host  in  herself,  as  you  are,  my  ■-  dear 
madam  ?'' 

Mrs.  Price  however  again  declined  the  Colo- 
■el's  polite  invitation,  who  was  too  well  bred, 
to  annoy  her  by  pressing  the  matter  further^ 
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''And  now,*'  resumed  the  Colonel^  "  Hdw's 
tpitfire  ?  eh  !*'  (this  was  Jack)  '^  and  how  does 
be  agree  with  the  lovely  virgins  ?''  (the  two  latter 
vere  Mrs.  Hester  and  Miss  Letitia  Vanbrunner) 
^  Bye  the  by,  is  there  anything  between  Miss 
Letitia  and  jumping  Jemmy  ?''  (this  was 
Doetor  Mangles !)  Poor  little  Doctor  what  a 
nice  life  sheM  lead  him ;  something  a  little 
worse  than  pnrgatory  ?  eh ! — ^Tou  must  find  it 
ttost  delightful  don't  you^  when  those  ladies 
^p  in  of  a  rainy  day  and  volunteer  to  take  a 
(nendly  dinner  with  yoo.  Cheerful  conversa- 
tion, abuse  and  hit  away  right  and  left  at  each 
other  all  the  time,  until  you  yourself  come  in, 
for  a  few  dry  blows  for  the  sake  of  variety.  I 
really  do  wonder  if  two  such  infernal  tempers, 
vere  ever  before  found,  or  tolerated  in  civilised 
wciety.    Do  you  think  there  ever  were,  eh  V' 

And  here  at  length  the  [  gallant  Colonel 
paused,  as  if  waiting  for  an  answer ;  when  as  is 
Bsual  when  so  many  queries  are  put,  the  per- 
son to  whom  they  were  addressed,  replied  by 
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only  answering  the  last,  which  she  did^  by  ad- 
mitting that  the  tempera  of  the  two  ladies  in 
question  were  not  qoite  so  eren  as  those  of 
most  of  her  acquaintance,  yet  that  these  unfbr- 
tunate  foibles  were  a  hx  greater  torment  to  their 
possessors  than  to  any  oneelse;  and  were  in  some 
degree  excusable,  in  two  poor  neglected  old  wo* 
men,  who,  after  having  been  accustomed  to  a  life 
of  affluence  were  reduced  to  live  upon  a  scanty 
pittance,  at  a  time  of  life  they  must  the  most 
severely  feel  it. 

Such  however  was  not  strictly  true ;  for  the 

very  person  who  made  the  observation,  was  in 
I 
,  the  constant  habit  of  giving  them  handsom  e  and 

J  really  substantial  presents,  which  she  did  with 

so   much   delicacy,  that  persons  of  far  nicer 

feelings  than  either  of  those  ladies  possessed, 

would  not,  under  similar  circumstances,  have 

J  been  found  to  reject  them. 

[  ''And  now,''  continued  that  amiable  lady, 

%  that  we  are  speaking  of  the  family,  I  find  that 

^  some  surprise  has  been  excited,  by  your  omit- 
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ting  to  indttde  Mr.  Tanbrunner  and  Lady 
Mary  Ann,  amongst  your  intended  guests; 
wludi  I  rather  regret,  as  it  may  cause  him^  and 
1  fesr  Lady  Mary  Ann,  some  very  serious  yez- 
ation.'' 

''All  Lord  Hexhams  fault,"  replied  the  Colo- 
nel, ''  ashamed  of  them — ^true  really,  'pon  honor. 
Worm  cakes  crammed  down  his  throat  last 
election— didnH  agree  with  his  high  mighti> 
ness— stirred  up  the  bile.    By  the  bye  what 
(an  that  election  was— all  restless  Jerry  *s  work 
nerer  saw  such  a  fellow  in  all  my  life— nerer— 
tkoaght  I  should  have  died  with  laughing— 'pon 
ny  life  I  did.    He  had  the  bills  stuck  up-« 
composed  Sugar-plum's  speech,  and  made  him 
leam  it  all  by  heart,  and  practise  it  three  times 
a  day  before  his  committee — and  he  then  stood 
by  and  prompted  him,  all  the  time  he  was  de- 
liTering  it.    And  lucky  for  poor  Dobson  he 
did;  for  'pon  my  life  if  he  hadn't,  I  do  beliete 
he>would  haye  broken  down  a  doaen  times  al 
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<<'But  pray  do  tell  me  Why  it  is  you  call  Mr. 
Laygent  <  reatlesB  Jerry/ 1  know  that  Mr.  Dob- 
son  is  indebted  to  his  nick  name  from  his 
boasting  occasionally  of  the  money  he  made  in 
his  business  as  a  sugar  refiner/' 

^^  Not  know  why  he's  ottUed  restless  Jerry/' 
replied  the  Colonel,  in  some  surprise,  why  did 
you  ever  see  a  man  more  so.  I  never  saw  his 
equal — ^never  still  a  moment.  No  one  ever  saw 
him  so — I  wonder  if  he's  quiet  when  he's 
asleep — ^good  hearted  fellow  too,  is  Jerry — 
better  fellow  never  breathed — knew  his  fiither 
well — and  fine  fun  we  used  to  have  with  Jerry^ 
when  he  was  a  boy.  Tried  to  mAe  him  sit 
'Still — ^never  could — uncommon  boy  he  was  fbr 
eating  apples  and  cherries, — ^tried  him  with 
both.  Now  sit  still  Jerry  we  used  to  say — ait 
still  only  for  one  minute  Jerry,  and  you  shall 
have  this  fine  apple,  or  a  whole  plate  of  cherries, 
which  we  always  held  up  to  view,  in  order  to 
tempt  him.  But  it  wouldn't  do-^ure  to  move 
before  the  time  was  half  up-*never  got  one 
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fidrly— never.  And  yet  I  can  assure  you^'^  con- 
tinued the  Colonel^  ''  be  is  tbe  very  best. man 
of  boflinev  u^  ^^  wbole  county — I  only  wisb 
I  had  employed  bim  to  manage  my  afiairs,  in- 
stead of  that  rascal,  Mr.  Robinson  Cobrobyn, 
bye  the  by,  I  don't  like  to  discard,  though  I 
bow  hiai  to  be  a  rogue,  as  in  fact  all  lawyers 
««» always  were,  and  ever  will  be.^' 

''Well,''  aaid  Mrs.  Price,  laughing  beartUy 
^  the  eccentric  Colonel's  description  of  Mr. 
^^nf  s  restless  propensity,  as  also.tbe.  opi- 
nioQ  he  had  expressed  of  the  legal  f)ro£BSsion; 
^%at  you've  not  yet  told  me  what  Lord  Hexham 
has  to  do  with  yonr  excluding  the  Vanbrun* 
nen." 

^Tes  I  did  "surely,  didn't  I,"' rejoined  the 
Cc^el,  ^^why  his  Lordship  was  annoyed  at 
the  sorry  figure  poor  count  Vermes  (Mr.  Van* 
bnumer !)  exhibited  at  the  election — ^as  much 
aabamed  of  him  as  Vermes  himself  was  of  his 
own  father.  And  so  his  Right  Honorable 
High  Mightineas,  gave  me  a  broad  hint  to  leave 
k2 
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him  out— did  really — ^true'pon  my  life — ^thinks 
he  ooght  to  be  taken  down  a  peg  or  two." 

''Bttt,"  said  Mrs.  Price,  <'I  thipk  he  has 
been  taken  down,  a  great  many  pegs  lately.'* 

'^  So  he  has,  so  he  has/'  rejoined  the  good- 
natured  colonel,  ^'and  so  Pll  ask  him,  if  its 
even  to  shew  my  Lord  Hexham,  that  I  don't 
chose  to  be  dictated  to  about  any  guests  I  may 
choose  to  invite  to  my  house, — send  Vermes  a 
card  this  very  day.  And  now  whafs  become 
of  Jack,  for  I'm  come  to  take  him  back  with 
me,  if  you  can  spare  him  for  a  day  or  two." 

As  Mrs.  Price  well  knew  that  this  invitation 
was  not  intended  as  a  mere  empty  compliment, 
which  as  a  matter  of  course  was  to  be  declined ; 
and  as  she  saw  [no  reason  why  her  grandson 
should  not  enjoy  himself  for  a  day  or  two 
during  his  holidays,  the  proposal  was  no 
sooner  made  than  accepted;  the  bell  was  rung, 
and  old  Tom  was  questioned  as  to  where  Jack 
was  most  likely  to  be  found. 

"Why  please    ma'am,"  replied  Tom,  "I 
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bdiefe  as  how  he's  out  in  the  £eld  at  the  back 
0*  ths  house,  a  hexercising  the  coach  osses,  and 
I  tbinks  as  how  old  Reuben  have'nt  had 
inch  hezerdse  Tery  often ;  for  he's  just  come 
in  an  of  a  muck  of  sweet,  with  the  head  of  un 
^  pKng  just  for  all  the  world  like  a  chancy 
himmage^  in  a  tea  shop  winder,  and  the  tul  of 
vn,  he  a  wagging  like  a  molly  dishwashers. 
And  DOW  Master  Jack's  going  through  the 
ttme  diyarahuns  with  white  faced  Bobby  !^^ 

^'I  hope  then/'  said  Mrs.  Price,  who  knew 
prettjr  wdl,  what  latitude  to  give  to  old  Tom's 
acooont  of  things,  **  I  hope  that  Casar  is  not 
oat  in  the  field,  for  he  has.a  sad  habit  of  run- 
ning and  barkmg  after  the  horses." 

''Why,  I  thinks  Ma'am  as  how  he  is,"  re- 
plied Tom,  ^  and  he's  a  been  taking  his  partin 
the  divarshuns  too,  but  he's  a  gid  up  long  ago, 
only  that  he  lays  down  by  the  gate,  and  jumps- 
out  and  tries  to  catch  hold  on  the  osses  eels, 
every  tinae  as  master  Jack  gallops  past/^ 
"Well  then,"  said  Mrs.  Price,  *'run  out 
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Tom,  and  tell  Jack,  Colonel  Anderson  is  bere 
—  I  do  wish/'  added  she,  turning  to  her 
visitor,  as  soon  as  her  domestic  had  left  the 
room,  ''I  do  wish  that  Tom  would  tell  me 
the  exact  truth  and  no  more — I  believe  be 
means  no  haitn  though  he  is  sure  to  make  the 
worst  of  every  little  act  of  mischief  Jack  may 
be  guilty  of,  which  he  seems  to  consider  only 
as  a  mark  of  the  superior  genius  of  the  perpe- 
trator, and  exagerates  accordingly;  and  all  these 
highly  coloured  statements,  some  other  persons 
t^rho  have  rarely  a  kind  word  to  say  of  the 
poor  boy,  take  some  pains  to  circulate/' 

^' They  may  say  what  they  please  about  him,^' 
observed  the  Colonel,  '^  but  in  my  opinion  he's 
the  finest  little  fellow  alive/* 

''I  am  really  pleased  to  hear  you  say  so 
Colonel,'*  said  the  grandmother  with  real  marks 
of  pleasure,  beaming  on  her  venerable  features, 
'^  for  I  am  sure  a  kinder  heart  or  more  forgiv- 
ing disposition  never  existed,  although  many 
of  my  acquaintances  have  been  at  no  small 


THB  XHBEB  STUDENTS.  79 

pibs  to  tzy  to  oonveit  even  his  most  innoceat 
frolics  into  very  serious  offences ;  which  b^s 
perhaps  been  the  ca»se  of  my  passing  over 
some  things^  whicdi  I  ovght  not  in  strictness  to 
bsfe  done..  It  was  indeed  but  a  day  or  two 
luce  that  some  of  my  stiff  starched  a^oquaint* 
uKe»  called  and  advised  me  to  use  soine  severe 
ineasares,  to  cheek  my  grendscm^s  evil  propen- 
^ties  as  they  were  pleased  to.  terte  tbism;  aiad 
the  only  charge  they  ventive<|  to  aecusei  hime^ 
^  becking  at  one  or  twot  doors>  and  then 
foiuung  away^  thereby  giinng  aome  person  or 
other,  the  trouble  of  opening  and  shutting  a 
*H)r  for  nothing.!*' 

''And  what  could  you  say  in  reply  to  so 
seriona  an  aocnaation/'  enquired  the  Colonel^ 
wiA  sham  seriousness. 

''I  candidly  confessed/'  repUed  Mn.  frice^ 
''that  when  of  his  age,  I  had  myself  como^ntted 
the  same  malpractices ;  but  that  Jack  could 
never  be  the  guilty  party^  as  I  was  certain  if  he 
had  had  anything  to  do  in  the  matter  he 
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would  have  carried  o£f  both  knockers  and  bell- 
handles/' 

^^  Capital — Capital !"  exclaimed  the  Colonel ; 
bat  what  did  they  say  to  your  reply  ?'' 

*^Why  they  looked  very  foolish  and  said 
nothiogi''  answered  Mrs.  Price^  ''and  almost 
immediately  afterwards  took  their  departure 
evidently  not  very  highly  satisfied  with  the 
resolt  of  their  interview^  but  I  see  here  comes 
die  culprit  to  answer  for  himself.'^ 

Jaek  who  had  run  himself  out  of  breath  to 
attend  the  summons,  now  entered  the  room. 

''  Well  my  fine  little  fellow/^  said  the  Colonel, 
addressing  his  young  friend,  and  at  the  same 
time  bestowbg  a  hearty  slap  on  his  shoulder, 
''what  mischief  have  you  been  upon  this 
i  morning?  eh!" 

(  "  None  at  all  this  morning.  Colonel,'^  replied 

•i  ' 

'.  Jack,  ^'IVe  only  been  giving  the  coach  horses 

ll  a  little  exercise.'' 

"But  I  understand  my  dear  Jack,"  said  the 

grandmother,  that  you  have  been  riding  them 

rather  hard." 
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^Onlj  Reuben,  gTandmamma,''  repUedJack^ 
''he  wmted  to  run  away  with  me;  so  I  just 
msde  lum  gpllop  a  few  times  round  the  fields 
to  oonvince  him  of  his  mistake  and  let  him 
know  ifho  was  master,  as  I  just  now  hinted  to 
TiiDson,  when  he  was  inclined  to  talk  a  little 
more  than  was  necessary  about  the  matter* 
But  Vre  ridden  Bobby  gently  enough,  for  he 
kas  hardly  turned  a  hair.  He  may  be  a  little 
waim  or  so,  but  that  is  really  necebsary  for  his 
hesldi|.snd  to  prevent  him  from  getting  too 

^  I  tiiink  Jack  you  must  have  a  horse  of 
your  own,  as  fond  of  a  gallop  as  yourself,''  said 
the  Cokmel;  ^and  I  have  n  Uttie  shooting 
pony,  at  home  that  will  exactiy  suit  you,  which 
111  make  you  a  present  of,  if  you'll  come  back 
with  me  and  ietch  him." 

^  Oh  ye%  that  I  will,"  exclaimed  Jack  eagerly, 
"sad  may  I  go  grandmamma,  and  may  I  keep 
the  pony  ?*• 

''Tes  my  dear  boy,  you  have  my  free  con- 
Mat  to  do  so^'^  replied  his  grandmotiher. 
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'*  And  then/'  says  Jack, "  I  shall  be  a  happier 
chap  than  the  king  of  England/' 

"  But,*'  said  the  Colonel^  aside  to  Jack,  *^  my 
shooting  pony  has  some  peculiarities,  which  I 
don't  exactly  approve  of— one  of  which  is,  that 
he  is  rather  too  much  addicted  to  shooting 
rubbish/' 

^^  Wliat,  had  you  off  before  now  I  suppose  }*^ 
observed  Jack. 

'^  He  has,"  observed  the  Colonel,  '^  a  peculiar 
Way  of  shaking  off  an  acquaintance ;  and  I  must 
honestly  confess,  that  1  myself  have  been  one 
of  the  number." 

''Oh  !  I  don't  care  for  a  tumble  or  two,  if 
that's  all ;"  said  Jack,  ''although  I  don't  think 
he'll  get  me  off  very  easily," 

Now  this  part  of  the  conTenation  was  not 
intended  for  Mrs.  Price's  ear,  who  was  at  that 
moment  looking  out  of  the  window,  to  ascertain 
who  two  gentlemen  were,  who  were  then  as- 
cending the  steps  of  her  house. 

"  Ah  i  by  jovci  here  comes  Punch  and  jump- 
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iog  Jemmy  to  hunt  me  out/'  said  the  Colonel^ 
jooking  towards  the  window,  *'They  return 
with  me  to  Longlands  to  day,  and  are  I  sup- 
pose coming  to  look  after  me." 

'^Now  why  is   it   you  call  Mr.  Twaddle 
Pnnch!'»  enquired  Mrs.  Price." 

^'From  his  resemblance  to  the  little  wooden 
Bosdosi  to  be  sure/'  answered  the  Colonel^ 
'^only  give  Billy  Twaddle  a  hump  back^  and 
(bess  them  alike,  and  you  would'nt  know  one 
from  the  other^  if  it  was  not  that  Twaddle 
would  be  punch  on  an  unsually  large  scale. 
And  now  spitfire/'  added  he,  addressing  Jack, 
''come  run  my  fine  fellow  and  pick  up  yoiur 
toggery,  and  be  sure  not  to  forget  your  fishing 
lod,  for  we  shall  expect  you  to  supply  us  with 
i  dish  or  two  of  trout,  and  when  you're  tired 
rfyonr  visit  you  shall  ride  back  the  pony." 

Jsck  did  not  require  any  further  persuasion 
md  started  off  directly  to  arrange  his  luggage 
whilst  his  kind  relative  stepped  out  after  him 
to  sapply  him  with  a  little  pocket  money,  de- 
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tiring  him  at  the  same  time,  not  to  forget  to 
give  something  to  the  servants.  She  then  gave 
orders  that  a  fine  hatmch  of  venison ,  she  had 
hanging  up  in  her  larder,  should  be  packed  up 
to  accompany  her  grandson  on  his  visit. 

On  her  retam  she  /ound  old  Tom  had  at  last, 
thoaght  proper  to  admit  Mr.  Twaddle  and  the 
doctor ;  for  being  no  particular  favorites  of  his, 
he  had  allowed  them  to  knock  more  than  once, 
after  he  had  espied  who  they  were  from  his 
pantry  in  the  area  below. 

When  Mr.  Twaddle  and  the  doctor,  had  en- 
tered the  room.  Colonel  Anderson's  curiosity 
was  awakened  (for  little  escaped  his  scrutiny) 
by  the  very  *careftd  manner  with  which  th« 
latter  examined  his  chair,  before  he  ventured 
te  deposit  his  person  therein,  accompanied 
with  a  sheepish  expression  of  coitetenance, 
arising  from  appreheniiion  that  the  Colonel 
might  have  heard  somediing  about  his  recent 
mistuhrenture. 

To  his  great  relief  however,  he  could  detect 
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nothbg  in  the  countenance  of  bis  gallant  friend 
that  indicated  the  slightest  knowledge  of  the 
transaction. 

The  doctor  was  a  man  of  courage,  but  he  had 
a  great  dread  of  being  laughed  at;  so  he  in- 
Tented  some  pretext  or.  other  for  seeking  out 
Jack^  whom  he  found  in  his  bed  room,  engaged 
in  putting  up  some  articles  of  dress  for  his  in- 
tended Tisit,  and  easily  gained  a  promise  of 
secresy  from  him. 

Just  as  the  doctor  had  rejoined  the  party  in 
the  sitting  room,  a  man  of  most  singular  ap- 
pearance dressed  like  a  coachman  and  looking 
like  a  jew,  with  an  eye  glass  stuck  in  his  ckeek, 
seated  on  the  box  of  a  gaudily  painted  stage 
Goadi  sort  of  vehicle,  drove  past  the  house  in 
front  of  the  windows. 

''Who  in  the  name  of  wonder  can  that  be  P' 
exclaimed  Mrs.  Priee» — '^  do  tell  me  who  he  is, 
Colonel ;  for  I  believe  you  know  every  body — 
what  fts  the  man's  name  ?'^ 

*'  No  name  at  all  ma^am,''  replied  the  Colonel, 
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— *^  only  a  man  of  color^  what  is  it  Punchy — I 
beg  pardon — Mr.  Twaddle  I  should  have  said, 
— so  tell  me  Billy — ^is  it  blue,  brown,  or  green, 
red,  purple,  or  yellow,  eh  ?*' 

''  No  man  of  color  at  all  I  tell  you,''  replied 
Mr.  Twaddle,  ''for  he's  a  white  of  some  shade 
or  other, — I  believe  the  son  of  some  deceased 
jew  pawnbroker ;  but  I  hear  he's  a  man  of  for- 
tune, and  that  he  has  just  purchased  Eagle 
castle.'* 

''  Eagle  castle  indeed,*'  exclaimed  the  Colo- 
nel ''  call  it  goose's  nest, — a  far  more  iqppropiate 
name  for  the  place ;  for  I  never  saw  so  absurd 
a  building,  in  all  my  life — ^never  did  'pon  my 
life— never — ^but  if  one  may  judge  irom  ap- 
pearances, very  well  suited  to  the  owner. — ^And 
now  let  us  bid  our  worthy  friend  here  good 
morning ;  otherwise  we  shall  keep  dinner  wait- 
ing.— Come  along  Mr.  Twaddle,  jump  along 
doctor— keep  moving — look  sharp — thats  right 
Jack;  cut  along  my  jolly  youngster, and  mount 
the  box  like  a  lamp  lighter," 
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In  a  few  minutes*  the  party  were  travelling 
towards  the  Colonel's  residence^  in  his  coach 
and  four.  The  owner  on  the  box  with  Jack 
perchfid  by  his  side ;  Billy  Twaddle  and  the 
doctor  in  the  ramble  behind^  and  the  coachman 
and  footman  with  the  baggage  of  the  party,  and 
the  haunch  of  venison  stowed  away  inside. 
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CHAP.  V. 


WHICH  tHBWt  THB  EBADBB  WHAT  SOBT  OP  A  MAH  M 
rWADDLB  WAS,  AND  TB4T  A  T  BBT  GOOD  FBLLOW  If  AT  1 
TBBT  PAB  mOM  A  TBBT  OOOB  MAM — WITH  SOMB  E 
MABBS  ON  THB  HABITS  OV  THB  AOBICULTVBISTS. 


Mr.  Twaddle,  or  as  he  was  familiarly  stjled 
Billy  Twaddle,  was  called  by  many  ef  his  ao> 
quaintance,  ''  a  develish  good  fellow/'  expres- 
sions which  do  not  very  clearly  describe  the 
character  of  the  indiyidual,  to  whom  ihey  are 
applied.  As  &r  as  our  own  limited  observa- 
tions have  gone,  we  have  not  found  those  terms 
restricted  to  persons  remarkable  either  for 
piety  or  exemplary  conduct.  On  the  oontraryj 
we  have  known  them  given  to  an  abandoned 
profligate,  who  has  outraged  every  principle  of 
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morality  to  gratify  his  vicious  propensitieffj 
snd  who  had  even  the  audacity  to  boast  of  his 
iniqidtoiis  excesses;  as  we  also  have  to  an 
empty  headed  coxcomb^  who  is  ashamed  to 
ippear  m  pubHc,  in  company  with  his  own 
h&er.  To  a  gamester  who  does  his  utmost  to 
rain  his  most  intimate  firiend ;  and  to  a  swind- 
liif  scoundrel^  who  contracts  debts  without  the 
remotest  intention  of  paying  them^  in  order 
that  he  may  support  a  dashing  appearance,  to 
which  he  has  not  the  slightest  pretentions.  A 
redless  fozhunter  also  who  will  leave  his  best 
friend  with  a  broken  Umb  in  a  ditch,  without 
ttopimig  to  render  him  the  slightest  assistance, 
and  who  would  not  scruple  to  leap  his  horse 
orer  him,  as  he  lies  prostrate  there,  if  by  such 
meat] a  he  could  gain  any  advantage  in  the  chase, 
h  often  styled  "a  good  fellow,"  by  the  follow- 
tra  of  that  manly  amusement.  But  those 
czpreations,  have  been  most  frequently  used 
at  applicable  to  persons  who  like  Billy  Twaddle 
are  Toutid  to  add  to  the  meniment  of  convivial 


pre»i  a  yriitj  the  pBrtJei  wiag  kliQldmbigh 
crtiiMtiai;  lioieetiie  rads  «nldsh fellow/' 
<<iattfiBgMlow,>"'tty&hfcIkm,^  ^'devilme 
cue  feUov,''  ^ikakfcilav/'  ^merry  fettov^" 
^convifki  fidlow,''  ^  dnaoikeii  fidlow,''  eoming 
firom  petwos  of  cither  ot  those  cbancters, 
would  express  the  soise,  in  which  the  word 
good  wss  fay  them  intended  to  be  nnderstood. 
As  for  the  term  ^' devilish/' it  is  in  the  sense 
above  applied^  clearly  a  word^  of  second  inten- 
tion, which  the  philosophy  of  modem  times 
has  taken  from  the  common  language,  and 
stamped   anew,   to    express   the   superlative 
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degree  b  the  most  forcible  manner  words  are 
apable  of  conTeying,  aa  in  the  aboYS  example. 
The  words  ^devilish  good/^  are  employed  to 
ngniiy  sometUng  more  than,  ^'very  good/' 
"eiceedingly  good/'  or  ^excessively  good/' 
«re  capable  of  expressing ;  (by  which  construc- 
tion we  may  p^rceiYe  that  even  repugnant  or 
opposite  terms  may  be  reconciled,  which  would 
have  been  impossible  if  the  words  '^  devilish" 
had  been  allowed  to  retain  its  primary  signifi- 
<iBtion;)  and  so  on  with  other  extremes,  as 
*' devilish  kind/'  "devUish  nice/'  *' devilish 
pleasant,"  *^  devilish  good  tempered/'  and  so 
forth. 

Now  Billy  Twaddle's  most  intimate  acquaint- 
^ce  consisted  of  those  persons  who  like  to 
^njoy  the  pleasures  of  this  life,  after  the  man- 
i>^of  the  modem  epicureans;  consequently  the 
^^rearions  of  **  devilish  good  fellow/'  as  ap- 
plied to  him  by  them,  were  intended  to  mean 
a  very  pleasant  convivial  fellow,  in  the  very 
strongest  sense  of  the  term.  Still  for  all  this  he 
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was  not  a  good  fellow,  in  the  strict  sense  ereii 
of  this  acceptation,  he  being  too  much  addicted 
to  seek  the  acquaintance  of  those  who  gave  good 
dinners,  all  of  wkom  he  would  cut  without 
scruple  or  remorse,  if  in  consequence  of  extra- 
vagance or  other  untoward  events,  they  became 
deprived  of  the  means  of  continuing  tliem. 

Another  of  his  grevious  fieiults,  was  that  of 
conveying  intelligence  from  one  house  to 
another,  which  was  the  cause  of  Mr.  Vanbrun- 
ner's,  setting  him  to  work  to  sift  Colonel 
Anderson  as  to  the  persons  who  were  to  be 
invited  to  his  grand  fete.  Still  for  all  this, 
and  notwithstanding  that  every  one  knew  what 
manner  of  man  Mr.  Twaddle  was;  he  was  never 
called  to  accountrfor  his  conduct.  Few  indeed  re- 
ally liked  him,  and  no  one  living  soul  respected 
him,  and  yet  every  one  seemed  desirous  to 
number  him  amongst  their  acquaintance :  for 
having  mixed  a  great  deal  in  good  society,  and 
knowing  every  body,  he  was  considered  as  a 
sort  of  person  every  body  ought  to  know.  And 
perhaps  after  all»  he  was  not  worse  than  most 
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I  seek  aocifity  as  a  metier  of  busi- 
^t  whom  we  fear  too  man^  charac- 
f  Twaddlers  ataaip  are  to  be  found, 
oodosion  of  the  last  chapter^  we  left 
idersan  and  his  party  pursuing  their 
trds  tie  Colonel's  residence*  They 
eded  about  a  mile  or  so  upon  t!ie 
1  Jack,  who  had  been  loaklng  anxi- 
m  tbe  pQuntry  to  the  riglit,  a.t  if  some 
that  direction^  had  attracted  hia  no- 
t  exclaimed* 

Uiat  dog  Cesar,  he^s  coming  afWr  m 
% ;  why  didnt  that  stupid  blockhead 
t&aaage  to  keep  him  bacL" 
dog  d'ye  mean  Jackj'*  enquired  the 
'weVe  a  pretty  extensiTe  prospect 
leuoe  of  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  a 


kps  aoi,''  replied  Jack,  "  but  I  saw 

ily  enough   a   minute  or  so   Binee, 

ig  across  the  fields^  and  you'll  see 

hcu  hijii   too  before  long  and  how 
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to  drive  him  back  again  Pm  sure  I  can't 
tell/' 

<f  Never  mind  about  driving  him  back  at 
all ;"  said  the  Colonel^  ^^  let  him  come  in  with 
us  if  he  likes/' 

"  Aye/'  observed  Jack^  *'  but  he*s  got  a  very 
bad  trick  of  jumping  up  and  barking  before  the 
horses'  heads,  which  he  intends  for  play,  but 
which  your  cattle  may  be  apt  to  take  in  earn- 


Scarcely  had  these  words  been  uttered,  when 
out  bolted  Ccesar  over  the  hedge ;  and  as  Jack 
had  foretold,  began  his  pranks,  by  jumping  up 
before  the  heads  of  the  leaders,  as  if  with  the 
kind  intention  of  seising  hold  of  their  noses,  to 
the  no  small  alarm  of  the  passengers  behind ; 
but  the  horses  appeared  to  take  the  joke  as  it 
was  intended,  and  seemed  as  much  amused  as 
the  dog  himself  appeared  to  be. 

<<What  shall  we  do  with  him  ?"  said  Jack, 
very  much  ashamed  as  well  as  annoyed  with 
the  behaviour  of  his  four  footed  acquaintance; 
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*'  I  really  think  I  had  better  get  down  and  see 
if  he^U  follow  me  home/^ 

*'  Better  catch  him  and  stow  him  away  in- 
side ;"  said  the  CSolonel ;  '^  we  shall  have  some 
sport  with  him  bye  and  by  I  dare  say. — Queer 
dog  that — I  think  that  you^re  apair  of  knowing 
ones  both  of  yon^  eh  Jack  ?'' 

With  this  remark^  the  Colonel  contrived 
to  pnll  up  his  team^  and  Caesar  who  by  this 
time  was  pretty  well  tired  out^  made  no  objec- 
tion whatever  to  the  proposed  arrangement, 
and  being  directed  by  Jack^  to  take  charge  of 
the  venison  and  baggage^  he  jumped  directly 
into  the  carriage^  and  as  Edward  the  footman 
said,  ^'  made  he'  self  as  much  at  home  as  if  he 
had  been  a  christian.'^ 

The  carriage  had  proceedad  a  few  miles  fur- 
ther on  the  road^  when  the  Colonel  looking 
Toundj  addressed  Mr.  Twaddle  as  follows : 

«I  say  Billy/' 

^  Aye^  aye/'  replied  Mr.  Twaddle,  for  Colo- 
nel Anderson  generally  called  Mr.  Twaddle, 


whjtdj'eMf,  viDfiHibeft'ckP' 

"^  Yes,  111  bet  a  gimiem  iti^s  not  Uiiii,'' npBed 
TwmidU,  ^  tbit  it  pnmded  ve  orcitake  him ; 
i^i^wisemiiid  itmogo;^  and  no  go  wvnild it 
hare  been  with  Twaddle^  or  in  other  words,  he 
wmUI  nerer  hara  betted,  if  he  had  not  mia- 
taken  the  rider  for  eomebody  who  was  not  the 
•ttbject  of  the  wsger. 
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gQ  it  my  ttilipsj''  said  the  Co  Ion  el  p 
g  bia  horses^  and  awakening  their  at- 
D  the  UBUdl  manner;  which  caused 
step  out  in  such  a  style^  as  to  excite 
^e  of  alarm  in  the  mind  oi  Doctcrr 
But  his  apprebensiond  were  ground^ 
te  Calonel  being  an  excellent  driTer^  was 
kiTig  the  moat  of  a  good  piece  of  road| 
not  faster  than  is  now  usually  travelled 
w  stage  coaches  that  yet  remain ;  but 
IS  considered  terriffio  only  thirty  ye&rs 
Before  therefore  our  party  had  gone 
mile,  a  turn  in  the  road  disclosed  to 
:  object  of  their  wager,  flourishing  hii 
a  style  that  connneed  them  be  waa 
ig  the  cuts  of  the  broad  sword  ejcereis^, 

the  tmmitation  was  Tery  imperfect^ 
le  Colonel  no  sooner  perceiTedj  than 
sd  to  double  the  bet;  but  Twaddle 
'  that  the  fates  had  thti  time  determi 
nat  him>  and  llierefora  prudenUy  de* 
ny  (iirtber  wager^  wbibt  the  subject 
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of  it,  soon  aftw  stopping  and  alighting  at  a 
small  inn  by  the  road  side,  afforded  to  them 
proof  positive,  that  the  Colonel  had  fairly  won 
his  bet 

Now  our  readers  must  not  suppose  Mr.  Lay- 
gent  to  be  a  queer  looking  old  attorney,  with 
a  sinister  expression  of  countenance,  and  a 
complexion  as  cadaverous  as  the  musty  parch- 
ments he  is  so  often  doomed  to  wade  through. 
On  the  contrary,  he  was  a  man  in  the  prime 
of  life,  possessing  a  gentlemanly  exterior,  and 
for  any  thing  that  appeared  to  the  contrary, 
might  be  of  any  profbsuon  or  calling  a  gentle- 
man might  belong  to^  although  there  was 
nothing  about  him  to  mark  any  one  in  particu- 
lar. Hb  habitual  restlessness  however  was 
very  apparent;  some  part  of  him  being  always 
in  motion ;  and  even  whilst  engaged  in  giving 
directioDs  to  the  ostler;  he  was  busily  employed 
in  buttoning  and  unbuttoning  the  three  upper 
buttons  of  his  waistcoat,  but  for  what  purpose 
it  did  not  appear. 


I 

■■  t 
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''WeU  fiiend  Jeramah"  (wbifili  was  reaUj 
Ws^Qt's  proper  Chriatiaa  name^)  said  the 
Colonel,  ^'wliat  mischief  is  cm  foot  now  ?  Any 
unlucky  rascal  to  be  hung,  transported^  or  sent 
tothede?a— eh?^ 

''  No  not  quite  so  bad  as  that  Colonel>''  re* 
plifld  the  man  of  law^  at  the  same  time  flipping 
^^y  a  pebble  with  his  stick ;  and  then  walking 
up  and  shaking  hands  heartily  with  hb  old 
friend. 

'^Then  what  other  nuschief  is  afloat  ?"  en- 
quired the  Colonel^  "for  we  never  see  a  lawyer 
abroad,  but  we  know  that  mischief  of  some  sort 
or  oiUr,  must  be  on  the  move." 

^^The  only  nuschief  that  I  know  of/'  replied 
^TB^t,  <'  is  that  Tve  to  meet  two  or  three 
^Miners  here,  and  though  Pm  true  to  my  time, 
"here's  not  one  of  them  yet  arrived.  I  do  wish 
^^  one  could  instil  some  ideas  into  their 
^K  heads  about  punctuality ;  for  if  but  three 
or  foQr  art  to  meet  upon  any  matter^  however 
^Portant  it  may  be^  it's  two  or  three  hours  at 
F  2 
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least)  before  we  can  get  them  together ;  and  by 
the  time  the  last  makes  his  appearance^  it's  ten 
to  one^  but  the  first  arrivals  are  too  drunk  for 
business." . 

And  with  this  observation  Mr.  Laygent  made 
a  pass  with  his  stick  at  one  of  the  sign  posts 
of  the  inn  ;  but  in  such  a  style,  as  to  shew  that 
he  could  not  number  the  science  of  fencing 
amongst  his  numerous  accomplishments. 

"  I'll  tell  you  what  Jerry,"  said  the  Colone!, 
'^you'd  better  come  on  with  us,  if  s  hardly  a  step 
from  hence.  The  farmers  can  see  you  at  my 
house  if  they  like.  And  I'll  promise  you  that 
Ghribble  shall  furnish  them  with  the  means  of 
getting  drunk  to  their  hearts  content ;  for  that 
seems  to  be  the  end  of  all  the  business  the 
farmers  in  this  neighbourhood  ever  meet 
upon." 

"  I  wish  I  could  join  you  Colonel,"  said 
Laygent,  and  he  spoke  as  if  he  meant  it  too  ; 
^^but  business  Colonel,  you  know  business 
must  be  minded." 
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"  Basiaess  be  d — d,"  retorted  the  Colonel — 
''hate  the  very  name  of  it — always  did — bah  ! 
its  the  ugliest  sounding  wcrd  in  the  English 
language,  gives  me  the  blue  devils,  always  did, 
and  always  will.  I  say,  Jerry,  if  you  can't 
come  to  day^  will  you  join  us  to-morrow/' 

"Yes  I  will,**  replied  Laygent,  and  oflF  he 
posted,  to  meet  one  of  the  farmers  he  then  saw 
approaching.** 

"That's  right  then,'*  said  the  Colonel,  *'  and 
all  right  behind,  hold  hard ;"  and  off  drove  the 
Colonel,  and  a  mile  or  two  more  brought  them 
to  the  termination  of  their  journey. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


I«r  wmvm  tons  KBimoif  ts  mads  or  av  Arromirsr  amb 

▲  HAW  9W  WAB  OF  TRB  tllALUB  CLAM,  0OK0LV9I]r4  WITB 

▲  SMALL  COMYITIAL  PA&TT,  AT  WBICH  •OMBTBING  ONFLIA- 
SANT  AGAtH  OOCVBt  TO  BOCTOB  MAWOLlt. 


On  the  arriyal  of  Colonel  Anderson  Bnd  his 
paity^  a  servant  informed  the  former,  that 
Major  Rodd^  and  lawyer  Cobrobyn  had  called^ 
and  were  awaiting  his  arrival.  At  the  name  of 
the  latter^  a  cloud  of  displeasure  appeared  to 
pass  over  the  ColonePs  countenance,  yet  it  was 
but  momentary,  for  on  their  reaching  the  apart- 
ment where  those  gentlemen  were  his  usual 
good  humour  was  restored. 
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my  Htde  man  of  war,  how  dy'c  do  f  ** 
/obnel,  &ddrea$itig  Major  Rodd,  wlia 
man  of  war^  waj  one  of  the  very 
:kas,  heing  little  more  than  fire  feet 
knd  how  dy*e  get  on  with  the  scare- 
day  ?  eh  !  I  never  saw  sti«h  a  set  of 
orthy  good  birds^  as  out  last  supply  of 
taws  in  the  whole  course  of  my  tife — 
pon  coy  life — thought  I  should  have 
I  laughing  at  them.  And  bow  is  it 
cock  robin>  my  jolly  fellow?  ehL* 
I  the  oolonel^  addr^sing  his  man  of 
who  from  some  atmilarity  in  the 
itieir  respecliTe  names  he  choose  to 
aa  that  gentle  warbler, 
the  pftftses  to  whom  these  enquiriea 
ressedi  replied,  that  they  were  in  per- 
^  and  thanked  the  enquirer  in  the 
ntier ;  but  a  scowl  of  anger  that  passed 
Cobrobyn'a  countcnancei  did  not  es- 
c's  ohscrvfttioo^  and  which  rather  sur- 
im,  a^  be  bad  no  idea  but  that  every 
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one  must  be  as  well  pleased  with  Colonel  An- 
derson's peculiar  manner  of  addressing  his 
acquaintance^  as  he  himself  was.  But  Mr. 
Cobrobyn  was  one  of  those  sour  minded  men, 
who  consider  any  thing  like  a  personal  joke 
as  a  species  of  insult,  which  if  self  interest 
prevents  them  from  openly  resenting  they  never 
in  their  hearts  forgive.  He  was  indeed  ill  suited 
to  jokes  of  any  kind,  as  might  easily  be  per- 
ceived, by  his  stem  puritanical  expression  of 
countenance,  which  so  often  marks  the  hypo- 
crite who  attempts  to  cloak  his  villanies  under 
the  pretended  garb  of  a  serious  exterior,  whilst 
his  guilty  conscience  makes  him  ashamed  to 
look  his  fellow  man  in  the  face.  Added  to  this, 
there  was  that  air  of  indescribable  meanness 
in  his  whole  appearance  we  never  see  in  an 
honest  man  however  humble  his  station  in  life 
maybe;  nor  were  his  manners  more  prepossess- 
ing than  his  exterior :  for  when  in  respectable 
society,  he  seemed  as  much  out  of  his  element, 
as  a  fish  out  of  water  or  a  pig  in  it,  appearing 
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a  st&te  of  embarmsment^  and  eri- 
Qoyed  with  every  one    present   for 
m  feel  so  sensible  of  bi^  inferiority, 
lodd^  ftA  we  before  remarked^  w^s  but 
11}  yet  what  there  was  of  him  was 
ig  stuC     He  oertainly  had  not  much 
atity  to  boast  of,  but  upon  the  whole, 
I  made — strong  as  a  Shetland  pony^ 
pluck  as  a  sky  terrier, 
me  we  speak  of,  he  held  a  Major's 
I  in  the  regiment  of  militia  Colonel 
commanded,  and  if  not  a   person 
>r  heroic  deeds  abroad,  or  deep  liter 
menta  at  home   was   ne^erthelesa 
a  most  efBeient  oflScer-     He  was 
I  capita]   judge  of  a  horse,  and  in 
might   be   styled  a   good    sports- 
could   ride  so  well;  none  could 
^;  and  in  the  art  of  angling  be  stood 
from  which  latter  accomplish ment 
derson  had  been  pleased  to  style 
rod, 
1st  Colonel  Anderson,  was  engaged 
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in  ooTiversation  with  the  little  warrior  in  a  re- 
cess by  one  of  the  windows^  a  servant  entered^ 
looking  hastily  around  for  his  master. 

<<  Oh,  please  Sir/'  said  the  man,  apparently 
much  puzzled,  ''oh  if  you  please  Sir,  we  cannot 
none  of  us  by  no  manner  of  means  get  that  there 
dog  out  of  the  carriage^  and  he  wont  let  us  take 
out  a  single  harticle,  and  Mr  Twaddle  and  doctor 
Mangles  am  both  wanting  their  things  to  dresa 
for  dinner/' 

''  Oh !  why  dont  you  speak  gently  to  him, 
and  coax  him,"  said  the  Colonel  laughing,  ''  I 
dare  say  he*U  come  out  then  fast  enough/' 

"  No,  but  he  wont  sir,  I  can  assure  ye','*  re- 
plied the  servant,  "for  w'eve  tried  un  with 
coaxingy  and  w'eve  tried  un  with  bones,  and  all 
that  sort  of  thing,  but  it's  all  no  manner  of  good 
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''  Oh,  I  had  forgotten,"  said  the  Colonel,  ap- 
pearing to  recollect  himself,  ''  we  told  him  to 
take  charge  of  the  traps,  did'nt  we  Jack  ?  eh — 
thought  we  should  have  some  fun  with  bim^ 
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yoa  try  mn  ejectment^  with  him  Cock 
idded  the  Colonel,  addressing  the  &t* 
^^  What  dy *e  say,  clear  case  of  forcible 
VU  bet  m  guinea  that  you^  aided  and 
>y  half  a  dosen  bum  baliffs^  or  the 
lb  bis  whole  posse  comiiatus  to  bool| 
eed  in  ousting  him/' 
yott  know  sir/*  replied  the  man  of 
a  canting  smile,  '^that  1  have  some 
tcruples  as  to  the  propriety  of  making 
I  if  I  were  sure  of  winning  them/* 
you'd  confiue  your  religious  scruples 
itng  your  bills^  I  tbtnk/^  replied  the 
or  he  knew  ihe  man  well|  and  saw 
ia  hypocricy.  **  And  I  should  imagine 
ock  Robin/'  added  he,  ^Vyou  ought  to 
this  time  that  old  birds  are  not  to  be 
Ih  chaff/' 

if/'  interposed  the  servant,  '*  will  you 
lay  what  we  be  to  do  about  the  dog, 
r  the  gentlemen  am  both  a  ringing 
1  again/' 
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'^Shew  me  where  he  is/'  said  Jack,  addressing 
the  servant,  "  and  PU  soon  get  him  out :  you 
don't  know  how  to  manage  the  dog  that^s  how 
it  is/' 

"  Dog  dy'e  call  un/'  said  the  servant,  as  Jack 

and  he  were  proceeding  to  the  scene  of  action, 

*^  jovL  calls  un  a  dog  do  ye  sir  ?  so  he  me'd  be 

but  Pm  dashed  if  we  did'nt  think  un  much 

more    like   a  christain,    or  else  old   scratch 

hisself,  I  cant  tell  which — I  believe  Eddard 

said  one,  and  I  believe  I  said  t'other." 
*  *  *  * 

During  dinner,  nothing  very  remarkable  oc- 
curred, except  that  Jack  did  not  much  like  the 
looks  of  the  butler  (Qribble).  It  was  not  the 
happy  looking  sort  of  countenance  a  butler 
ought  to  possess,  but  rather  seemed  to  bear  an 
affinity  to  that  of  Mr.  Cobrobyn;  and  what  ex- 
cited to  his  surprise  no  small  degree,  was,  that 
there  seemed  to  be  some  mutual  understanding 
between  these  latter  parties ;  as  he  saw  them 
exchange  some  very  meaning  gestures  on  more 
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seaslon  during  the  courie  of  the  ct>n 
hat  took  place  at  the  dinner  table  ; 
many  persoos  in  the  neighbourhood 
abject  a  of  it,  was  carried  on  in  the 
irded  nnanner  by  the  master  of  the 
ticularlf,  as  he   managed   in  some 
ler^  to  torn  every  one  of  them  into 
Jack   wns  however  too   much   en- 
is  dinner^  to  pay  any  great  attention 
^  passing,  and  soon  after  the  disap* 
r  the  doth,  he  contrived  to  slip  off 
t  could  catch  a  few  trout  in  a  verj 
earn  which  ran  just  below  the  house, 
ttum,  which  was  rather  late  in  the 
s  found  tlie  party  still  engaged  in  the 
f  the  table,  and  he  also  remarked  a 
le  cbange  in  their  manner  and  ap- 
rince  lie  left  tiiem.     Mr.  Twiddle's 
kred  more  sparkling,  and  his   nome 
t  color  of  beeir«iat,  had  nowocquirtd 
rtwiney  tint,  whil«t  doctor  Mangles 
iig  and  talking  in  a  manner  quite  un« 


no  THE  THRSB  SI  UDENT8. 

usual  with  him.  In  fact  the  conyersation 
might  fairly  be  said  to  have  become  general. 
Eyery  body  was  speaking  at  the  same  time, 
and  nobody  was  listening ;  yet  all^  vi  ith  the 
exception  of  the  attorney,  seemed  highly 
pleased  with  each  others  society. 

*'WeU  Jack  my  boy/^  said  two  or  three 
voices  together,  *'what  sport  have  you  had, 
and  where  are  your  fish  ?" 

''Pretty  good  considering/'  replied  Jack, 
may  I  ring  the  bell  Colonel  for  Daniel  to 
bring  them  in — I  have  had  them  all  taken  out 
into  a  dish." 

"  To  be  sure  you  may  Jack,"  answered  the 
Colonel ;  and  so  the  bell  was  rung  and  the  fish 
brought  in  accordingly. 

''  By  the  god  of  war,"  exclaimed  the  Major, 
''why  master  Squib — Cracker — Snapdragon — or 
what  the  deuce  the  name  is  the  Colonel  calls  you, 
but  you're  a  dab  at  your  work — ^why  you  young 
varmint  you  must  be  as  cunning  as  cape  mul- 
let, for  I'm  a  Dutchman  if  there  ia'nt  one  of 
them  nigh  two  pound,  and  no  mistake/' 
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Ij  rogue  yoti  are  Jack^  sly  rogue  !**  statu- 

I  the  little  doctor,  in  a  tone  of  voice  that 
perfectly  new  to  Jack,  who  accordingly 
i  i{»iind  rather  surprised^  in  the  direetkiti 
tbcDce  the  sound  came.  "  I  say  you  ore 
little  rogiie,  you  are  Jack/'  continued  the 
fi  good  humooredty  shaking  hia  fist  at 
and  trying  to  look  knowing. 

Ipm  a  soldier's  honor/'  satd  the  Major^ 
^ly  just  wi»h  Vd  my  rattle  traps  here,  and 
ity  to  mind  to  morroWi  Vd  wager  a  triie, 
Id  help  some  of  ^em  out  of  the  water/' 

II  tike  you  any  bet  you  Ukej  that  Jack 
fcett  you/'  said  the  Colonel,  "so  what 
it  be  Major.    There's  plenty  of  Eshing 

^  bere^  flies,  tines^  and  all  sorts.  1  '11  manage 
t  jour  duty^  and  as  for  a  fishing  rod^  you 
fouare  that  yourself,  in  your  own  pro- 


W  that's  a  personality^  as  might  hsTe 
tfoided/'  said  the  Major>  with  sham  se- 
«ss,  aecompaiiied  witJ)  a  sly  wink  of  the 
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e^e  nidreaBeti  "H  Hilly  Tvaiiiile.  W  wsw  oi  ut- 
-Tir^mg;  Tim  riac  Jie  ind  darnu^rily  kcaxed 
r3«  Iczie  iiicdr.  viia  luokstf  %  Iicde  atanaed 
^ocjie  &nneti  tnat  die  CjuJneTs  roBarfcs  kad 
pr^i  di^acij  ijfence  :  *  joe  fl-iTily  improper^'* 
toe  azoji^r  coacnaedy  ^^"^a  ic  al^cts  the  peiauu  of 
2.  iidd  omrpT  n—r'n^  his  majesty  s  unirsni.'' 

^  Weil  ngr^r  rrrrrni  ziisit  UTT  Hdie  man  rf  war,'^' 
r^^ined  the  Coioiiei,  *  wilL  joa  bet  ?  eh  ^^ 

Tei  any  thin^  yoa  Iike.*^  repliai  the  M^ar^ 
rmmp  mad  dosen,  what  do  je  say  ?"* 
**  Dooe,"  replied  the  CoIoneL 
"  VU  go  halres  with    you  Colonel,  if  yoall 
let  mt,"  said  Billy  Twaddle. 

'^  And  I  suppose,^  hiccupped  doctor  Man- 
glet,  ^that  I  most  bare  some  share  id  die  fan 
too,  so  111  go  halves  with  the  Major.** 

"And  what^  yoa  do,  my  gende  Red- 
breast  ?"  said  the  Colonel^  addressing  die  at- 
torney- 

*'  Wish  yoa  all  good  evening  gentlemen/' 
rsplted  tlic  man  of  law,  "  for  its  growing  late. 
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bug  ride  before  me  ;  besides,  bb  I 
f  I  never  bet  gentlemen ;  and  go  I 
1  a  pleasftut  evening  f'  and  making 
espectfal  bow  u>  the  party^  he  witli- 


say  Colonel/*  said  the  little  Major, 
]la4S>nceto  rccoUeot  himself,  **how 
anage  about  cloth e%  you  know  IVe 
and  its  quite  impossible  for  me  to 
Dg  in  uniform." 

ih  in  uniform/*  said  the  Colonel^ 
urpriseand  catching  hold  of  the  idea 
continued.  **  Not  fiah  in  uniform 
lont  you  recollect,  that  the  wearing 
Form  formed  the  main  part  of  the 

0  getting  off  now,  play  or  pay  wont 
ase*  You  are  now  become  public 
ke  a  hor^  entered  to  run  for  the 
or  St.  Leger." 

1  1  my  any  thing  about  ftahing  In 
ud  the  Major,  in  a  doubtful  mun- 
I  exactly  remember  about  that  pari 


114  THE  THRBS  STVDKNTt. 

^^  To  be  sure  yoa  did,"^  said  Twaddle,  fully 
resolved  to  keep  up  the  joke,  '^  don't  you  re* 
eoUect  you  said  that  you  said  you'd  beat  Jaek 
hollow;  and  that  too,  in  his  majesty's  uni- 
form P 

'*  Why  let  me  see, ''  said  the  Major^  appear- 
ing too  consider^  ''why  yes  I  do  recollect 
something  about  now.  I  did  say  something 
about  his  majesty's  uniform.  And  so  111  be 
hanged  if  I  run  from  my  bet.''  This  he  said  in 
atone  expressive  of  great  firmness,  thumping 
his  fist  at  the  same  time  on  the  table  with 
such  force,  as  to  make  the  bottles  and  glasses 
jingle  again ;  and  Aen  he  looked  around  with  a 
countenance  in  which  an  expression  of  firm  re- 
solve was  strongly  depicted. 

*'  But  stop/*  said  Jack,  *'  I  dcmt  know  how 
I'm  to  manage,  for  I  had  the  misfortune  to 
break  my  rod  just  now  in  the  act  of  scrambling 
through  a  hedge." 

''  How  did  you  contrive  that  Jack  i"  enquired 
Twaddle. 
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t  had  a  bull  at  my  heels  playing  & 
mps  with  CeesaTj  who  seemed  to  re' 
tfi  mightily}  but  I  not  chckosiog  to  he 
to  the  pEFtj  cut  their  eompany^  and 
I  through  the  hedge  my  line  caught 
heSt  &^  I  broke  my  rud  in  mj  hurry 
te/* 

run  away  fi'om  a  bull  r*^  interposed 
,  with  a  look  of  surprise,  "  by  the  god 
ft  &€e  any  bull^  that  eow  waa  ever 
Look  at  him  full  in  the  face  like 
I  the  Major^  leaning  his  head  foif^ 

assuming  a  fierce  expression  of 
wi  ''if  that  wouldn't  frighten  all  the 

Basan  I  dont  know  what  would/' 
In't  wonder/*  obsenred  Twaddle  drily* 
led  be  addresaimg  Jack,  '*  can't  you 

cseiid  your  rod,  fur  Vm  anxious  to 
lei  out*'*    Twaddle  spoke  truly,  for 

frequently  to  send  liim  a  dish  of 
I  hairing  a  high  apinicjn  of  his  skill, 
lottght  he  ahould  win  the  wager. 
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''  I  think  I  could  manage  to  make  it  do  if  I 
hid  some  shoemaker's  wax,"  replied  Jack,  with 
a  [sly  glance  towards  the  little  doctor,  ^'but  I 
dont  suppose  I  can  get  any  here." 

^  Now  Jack  you  young  scamp,"  Yociferated 
the  doctor,  *'  now  dont  say  a  word,  you  yomig 
rogue  you,  (hiccup)  I  say  now  Jack ;''  and  here 
the  little  doctor  in  rising  to  enforce  hb  per- 
suasions more  strongly,  by  some  accident  or 
other  lost  his  balance ;  and  with  a  bottle  of 
claret,  a  few  glasses,  and  a  dish  of  preserved 
ginger,  which  he  swept  off  in  tratuUu  he  dis- 
appeared beneath  the  table. 

^  Jumping  Jemmy  off  his  perch  by  jingo,'* 
exclaimed  the  Major,  '^  here  my  lads  step  for- 
ward to  lend  a  hand  to  raise  the  fallen  hero/' 

And  the  doctor  was  soon  raised  up,  but  he 
presented  upon  the  whole  a  melancholy  spec- 
tacle. The  bottle  of  claret,  that  had  accom- 
panied him,  and  which  unfortunately,  happened 
to  be  nearly  full,  had  broken  and  bestowed  its 
contents  upon  his  person  in  the  most  liberal 
manner  possible,  and  was  streaming  down  over 
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his  white  waistcoat,  drab  indespensables,  and 
white  silk  stockings ;  whilst  his  dapper  green 
coat  came  in  for  an  ample  portion  of  the 
sweets  which  formerly  appertained  to  the  dish 
of  preserved  ginger. 

••Not  hurt  I  hope  doctor/'  enquired  the 
ColoneL 

•'Not  at  ally  not  at  all/'  replied  the  little  man 
beginning  to  laugh,  till  he  cast  his  eye  over  his 
person,  and  then  he  looked  truly  serious, — 

**  Why  I  have  ruined  my  coat !''  exclaimed 
the  doctor  with  a  starts  ••  and/'  added  he  look- 
ing stall  more  excited,  ''I'll  be  hanged  if  I 
haven't  spoilt  every  thing  else  too ! — upon  my 
word  it  is  extremely  vexatious.  But  I  wont 
be  vexed^  either/'  he  continued^  relaxing  his 
features  into  a  smile^  *'  I  have  been  in  a  worse 
pickle  than  this  before  now,  but  I  never  spent  half 
so  merry  an  afternoon ;  so  as  I  have  had  wine 
and  desert  enough  as  well  outside  as  in,  I'll  at 
once  go  and  change  my  dress.  And  then  a 
duh  of  coffee,  a  rubber  of  whist,  and  some  of 
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the  medicine  I  prescribe  to  my  old  ladies— -eh  ? 

Colonel!  Never  so  happy  in  my  life  as  Vve 

been  to  day ;  but  not  a  drop  more,  not  a  drop 

more  Colonel'*— • 
'*But  do  stop  and  drink  Miss  Letitia  Van- 

branner*s  health  before  you  go/'  said  the  little 

Major,  addressing  the  doctor,  and  at  the  same 

time  winking  slyly  to  Jack. 

*'  Miss  Letitia  Vanbrunner  be anything 

you  wish/'  added  he  checking  himself,  '*  any 
thingv  you  like  bat  Mrs.  Mangles, — and  I  say 
Twaddle  dent  you  'peach — ^honor  among 
thieves  Twaddle — Jack  wont  tell,  I  know — 
Jack's  an  honorable  fellow — ^honorable  fellow 
is  Jack." 

With  these  remarks  doctor  Mangles  quitted 
the  room,  proceeding,  in  rather  a  serpentine 
direction,  accompanied  with  rather  a  singular 
rolling  motion,  caused  by  his  peculiar  manner 
of  raising  his  body  as  he  walked. 

'*  Exit  jumping  Jemmy,"  said  the  Colonel, 
as  the  doctor  closed  the  door  after  him,  ^*  and 
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now  Panch,"  added  be,  '*  we  mutt  have 
Another  bottle  of  claret,  and  Jack  will  lend  a 
hand  to  help  us  oat  with  it,  1  dare  say/^  Jack 
made  no  reply,  but  taking  his  seat  at  the  table 
assisted  in  the  noanner  the  Colonel  had  pro- 
posed, and  the  bottle  of  claret  was  drunk  out 
accordingly,  as  was  also  another;  and  then 
Jack  was  desired  to  proceed  to  the  drawing 
'oom,  to  see  that  the  coffee,  was  got  ready  for 
them;  and  by  the  time  they  made  their  ap- 
pearance the  doctor  was  again  prepared  to 
i^^  the  party,  though  less  gaily  dressed  than 
oefore,  but  neat  he  ever  was^  and  now  he 
was  rather  the  most  sober  of  the  party,  Jack 
perhaps  excepted. 

After  they  had  taken  their  coffee,  the  two 
warriors,  Billy  Twaddle  and  the  doctor,  sat  down 
to  a  rubber ;  whilst  our  saucy  young  hero,  after 
first  amusing  himself  with  looking  through  a 
portfolio  of  caricatures,  exercised  his  talents  in 
that  line  upon  the  card  players,  amongst 
whom  Billy   Twaddle's   nose  formed  a  very 


120 


THB  THREE  8TUDENTI. 


conspicious  figure,  until  feeling  himself  over- 
powered with  sleep,  he  took  his  candle  and 
wishing  the  party  good  night  he  marched  off 
to  bed. 
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CHAP.    VII. 


ur    WHICH    JACK    BBCOMHt    TBB    OWNBB    OP    A  HOBIB,  KB. 
TWAOOLB    BXBIBITI    BIS    iBILL  IB  HOBtBMANSBIF. 


Jack   was  up  and  dressed  on  the  following 
morning  at  a  very  early  hour,  as  well  to  repair 
tke  fractured  joint  of  his  angling  rod  as  to  ar- 
range the  rest  of  his  tackle  for  the  proposed 
trial  of  skill  which  was  to  come  off  on  that 
memorable  day,  the  Importance  of  which  was 
quite  sufficient  to  excite  a  lively  interest  in 
a  boy  of  his  ardent  disposition.    The  broken 
rod  was  soon  put  to  rights,  and  every  thing 
else  being  duly  prepared  for  the  contest,  he 
made  ^his  exit  through  one  of  the  lower  win- 
TOI..   1.  o 
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dows  oat  into  die  lawn  (a  mode  ategrtn  by  no 
means  mrasoal  to  him)  finr  the  purpose  of 
whiling  away  some  part  of  the  time  before 
breakfast;  for  as  yet  no  one  appeared  to  be 
stirring  in  any  part  of  the  establishment.  As' 
he  wandered  past  a  small  paddoek  adjoining 
the  shmbbery^  he  espied  a  small  animal  of  the 
horse  species  grasing  there  which  he  shrewdly 
suspected  was  the  steed  he  was  shortly  to  call 
himself  owner  of,  which  he  had  been  extremely 
anxious  to  obtain  a  sight  of,  although  from 
feelings  of  delicacy  he  had  made  no  allnsion  to 
the  subject  on  the  preceding  cTening. 

And  Jack  as  he  looked  at  the  pony  and 
watched  his  motions,  thought  him  quite  perfect 
in  his  way ;  and  then  some  fears  and  doubts  as 
to  identity  crossed  his  mind ;  yet  these  were 
removed  as  soon  as  he  attempted  to  approach 
the  little  animal,  who  directly  began  to  kick 
up  his  heels,  and  scamper  round  the  small  in- 
closure,  displaying  his  peculiar  way  of  shaking 
off  an  acquaintance  in  a  style  highly  satisfac- 
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«k*s  feelings.     Nor  did  this  at  all 
lero  from  his  desire  to  try  the  frisky 
il^i  paeesj  and  finding    he  bad  no 
catcbing  the  pony  alone,  for  if  he 
ould  have  been  up  on  his  back  at  all 
'eat  roand  to  the  stable  yard  for  the 
pTocuriag  some  assistance ;  bat  in 
t)Ted  unsuccessful^  as  not  a  single 
i^  to  be  moving  any  where  about 
es.     He  accordingly  returned  again 
epaildockj  and  amused  himself  with 
^!asar  and  Tinker^  (for  so  was  th« 
led)  practise  their  gambols  together 
f  seemed  to  carry  on  to  the  mutual 
I  of  both  parties.  Whilst  so  engaged^ 
mI|  quite  dose  to  him  Mr,  Cobrobyn 
^uUer   walking  past    arm  in  arm, 
engaged  in  earnest  conTersation ;  so 
indeed  that  they  passed  by  without 
bim.     Jack  felt  an  unwillingness  to 
kemi   and  yet  be  hardly  knew  why 
It  in  about  ten  minutes  tbey  ag^ 
q2 


TrKTHiTar  aiarmpr.  vuisl  pisc  as  mify  wise  oppo* 
iL!:d  rid  cLice  wais^  Jick  scooil.  zwir  sttmtioii 
▼IS  djii^ti  by  tJdC  z>iisf  c^cia  <x  Cssv  and 

T:^  a^cr-iey  ^k  pcrcexrmg  J^ck,  stuted  as 
u  Le  had  seen  a  t^wt  ia  liis  path,  and  diicctlT 
lec±::z  zo  }Lis  coc:paBiocrs  arm,  looked  ex- 
tremely anburacsed  at  so  vDC^iected  a  Hiect- 
inz ;  as  did  also  his  companion^  w1k>  merdy 
toTurhing  his  hat  walked  onwards  towards  the 
house. 

^  Good  morning  Sir^''  said  JadL  addresang 
Mr.  Gobrobyn*  and  pretending  not  to  notice 
his  confosiony  '^  I  see  that  like  myself  you  are 
an  early  riser,  and  like  myself  perhaps,  you 
hare  so  many  pleasant  occupations  on  your 
hands,  that  the  Tery  thoughts  of  them  prerent 
you  from  sleeping  late." 

**  Why  yes/'  replied  the  attorney,  looking 
at  the  same  time  very  confdsed,  ^'  I — ^yes,  you 
know — yes,  I  was  wishing  to  consult  with  Mr. 
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QribWe  about — yes  it  was  something  about 
getting  things  in  order  against  the  review — I 
dare  say  you  have  heard  about  the  review — 
good  morning  young  gentleman — ^good  mom- 
^ii*  and  away  walked  or  rather  skulked  the 
«aan  of  business. 

Now  persons  of  Jack's  time  at  life  are  not 
usually  suspicious,  and  few  were  less  so  than 
Wmself,  yet  bethought  it  singular  to  meet  Mr. 
^brobyn  and  Gribble  together^  in  such  a  place 
ftt  so  early  an  hour.    The  attorney,  as  he  him- 
"^had  stated,  lived  several  miles  off,  and  had 
wken  leave  on  the  preceding  evening  as  if  he 
intended  to  return  to  his  residence  that  night. 
**^e  confusion  also  which  both  he  and  his  com- 
panion betrayed,  and  the  familiar  terms  upon 
which  persons  in  such  very  different  stations 
in  society  seemed  to  be,  did  not  fail  to  excit« 
his  wonder ;  which  was  considerably  increased 
by  the  explanation  the  man  of  law  seemed  to 
think  himself  called  upon  to  give,  and  the  lame 
manner  iu  which  he  did  it,  the  whole  indeed  bore 
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suspicious  character  which  our  hero  was  un- 
able to  account  for ;  nor  did  he,  after  musing 
upon  the  matter  for  some  time  during  a  walk, 
which  he  took  afterwards  about  the  grounds, 
arnre  at  any  more  satis&ctory  conclusion.  At 
length  hearing  the  sound  of  voices  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  stables,  he  proceeded  thither,  and 
soon  persuaded  some  of  the  people  he  found 
there,  to  cateh  and  saddle  the  pony  for  him. 
This  was  much  more  easily  effected  than  Jack 
had  anticipated;  for  Tinker  had  a  most  re- 
markable predilection  for  oats,  which  being 
exhibited  to  him  in  a  sieve,  the  temptation 
proved  too  great  to  be  withstood,  and  he 
allowed  himself  to  be  led  off  passively  by 
the  forelock  into  his  stable,  where  he  was 
bridled  and  saddled  without  difficulty.  Nether 
did  Jack  find  him  by  any  means  so  restive  as 
be  bad  been  led  to  expect;  so,  after  giving  him 
a  canter  rather  fiuit  over  the  downs  near  the 
house,  and  a  trot  down  a  mile  or  two  of  road, 
be  congratulated  himself  upon  being  the  owner 
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<  Steed  that  ^irer  wai  motmtedj  at 
I  etijoyecl  the  happiness  of  tfainJ^ing 
I  bja  case  did  quite  «s  well* 
lb  appetite  began  to  warn  him  that 
lear  breakfast  ^m^  which  induced 
ke  the  beat  of  his  way  homeward*^ 
bajfipieat  penou  for  matif  miles 

ing  the  breakfast  room^  he  had  the 
to  find  all  the  party  with  the  ex* 
loclor  Mangles  already  assembled, 
tire  V*  said  the  Colonel^  addref sing 
I  ai  be  entered  the  room,  ''  bow  did 
ker  agree  together  this  momingehF^ 
f  belt  horse  that  ever  was  crosaed,'' 

catifidenlly* 

ight,**  said  the  Colonel,  **  l*m  glad 
laed  with  him,  and  now  you  must 

ta  all  your  own  ;  only  I  must  beg 
lei  Mr.  Twaddle  ride  him    this 

im  I  will/*  replied  Jack»  ^'partica* 
Twaddb  backs  me." 


128  THE  THREE  STUDENTS. 

"Did  you  mean  that  for  a  pun  Jack/*  de- 
manded the  Colonel. 

''No/'  answered  Jack,  ''quite  an  accidental 
coincidence/' 

"  Well  then  my  fine  little  fellow/*  continued 
the  Colonel,  "  sit  down  and  lay  in  a  good 
foundation.  Remember  youVe  to  engage  a 
man  of  war  to  day,  the  sight  of  whom  is  alone 
sufficient  to  frighten  all  the  fat  bulls  of  Basan, 
eh  ?  Is'nt  it  so  Major  ? 

Aye,  aye,"  replied  the  Major,  "but  that  tea 
of  yours  last  night  was  most  nation  strong 
Colonel,''  continued  he,  after  a  short  pause,  "or 
there  was  something  or  other  queer  about  it,  or 
else  in  the  water  ;  for  it  was  but  a  cup  or  so  I 
drank,  and  yet  I  have  got  a  most  tarnation  head 
ache  this  morning ;  and  no  mistake." 

"Then  you  know  the  old  cure,"  said  the 
Colonel,  "  try  a  hair  of  the  dog  that  bit  you^ 
ere  Twaddle,  pour  him  out  a  cup. 

"No  thank  ye  Colonel,"  said  the  Majors 
the  dog  you  recommend  is  a  bitch  of  the  wrong 
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breed  for  me ;  but  if  you'll  let  your  melancholy 
faced  butler  fetch  me  a  glass  of  brandy  to  mix 
in  my  coffee  I'll  thank  you." 

The  latter  request  having  been  complied 
with  and  a  case  bottle  of  brandy  produced,  the 
little  Major  popped  a  glass  of  it  into  his  coffee 
which  having  drank  off  and  pronounced  it  to 
be  "  something  more  like  the  thing,"  was  just 
in  the  act  of  "  wetting  the  other  eye,"  as  he 
termed  it,  when  doctor  Mangles  made  his  ^- 
pearance,  looking  very  sad  and  pensive,  but 
still  the  same  neat  dapper  little  man  as  ever. 

*'  Well  doctor,"  said  the  Colonel,  extending 
his  hand  to  his  guest,  ^'  how  d'ye  find  yourself 
this  morning." 

'^Only  as  well  as  can  be  expected,"  an- 
swered the  doctor,  with  a  sigh,  and  for  which 
I've  no  one  to  blame  but  myself ;  but  I  enjoyed 
a  very  pleasant  afternoon,  and  so  -I'll  not  now 
complain  of  the  consequences.  Why  Twaddle, 
my  dear  Sir,"  added  he,  addressing  that  gen- 
tleman,  '*  how  can  you  eat  so  voraciously  } 
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such  slices  of  ham^  and  a  man  of  so  full  a 
habit  too^  I  wonder  you  are  not  afraid  of  a  fit 
of  apoplexy^  it  makes  me  feel  quite  qualmish, 
only  to  look  at  you — bah  P' 

''  Shall  I  help  you  to  a  slice  ?''  asked  Billy 
Twaddle,  turning  the  joint  at  the  same  time, 
whilst  in  the  act  of  carving  it^  in  order  that  the 
doctor  might  enjoy  a  full  view  of  its  fatness. 

'*  No,  no/'  replied  the  latter^  turning  away 
with  a  shudder,  ^'  I'll  trouble  you  for  a  cup  of 
tea  Colonel  if  you  please.  Thank  you  Colonel, 
thank  you ;  and  what  may  that  be  you  have  in 
your  small  bottle  there  Major  V' 

''Some  of  your  ladies'  physi^'^  replied  the 
Major^  with  one  of  his  knowing  winka. 

''  If  by  that  you  mean  brandy/'  observed  the 
doctor,  ''it  shall  be  mine  this  morning;  for 
taken  medicinally,  I  don't  under  certain  dr- 
cumstances,  even  at  this  time  of  day,  wholly 
disapprove  of  it/'  With  this  remark  he  poured 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  alcohol  to  his  tea, 
to  shew  that  he  by  no  means  countenanced 
half  doses. 
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^Bnt  do  [tftke  something  to  eat  man/'  said 
the  Colonel^  ^^you  know  you  are  to  attend 
Jack  to  day,  to  see  fiur  play,  and  that  neither 
he  nor  his  dog  tidde  the  trout.  Haiig  that 
dog  I  believe  he  ia  up  to  any  thing." 

The  doclS>r  however,  got  on  but  badly  in  the 
eating  way,  so  he  had  the  precaution  to 
get  some  sandwiches  prepared,  in  case  the  ex- 
ercise he  was  going  to  take  should  chance  to 
give  him  an  appi^tite. 

And  now  breakfast   being  concluded,  oft 

started  the  party  to  commence  their  trial  ot 

skilL  The  Major,  pursuant  to  the  terms  of  his 

wager,  wore  his  uniform,  but  was  aUowed  to 

dispense  with  his  sword,  and  was  accompanied 

by  Billy  Twaddle,  mounted  on  linker;   the 

latter  of  whom,  like  his  rider,  seemed  desirous 

of  getting  rid  of  an  unprofitable  acquaintance, 

which  he  evinced  by  kicking  up  behind  very 

mach  afterthe  style  of  the  pony  in  the  exhibition 

of  the  tailor  riding  to  Brentford.    But  Twaddle 

was  no  tailor,  and  in  his  day  had  been  a  good 
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borBeiDaii ;  still  for  sll  this,  it  required  adl  his 
•kill^  to  enable  him  to  keep  his  seat,  whidi 
more  than  once  appeared  radicr  a  dubioiis 
matter,  until  at  last  Tinker  gare  up  die  contest 
mnd  walked  quietly  on  towards  die  rirer.  Here 
f  he  competitors  separated  to  try  dieir  different 
fortones,  which  was  to  be  determined  by  the 
weighty  not  the  number  of  dia  captures,  and 
both  parties  were  to  retom  to  the  house  before 
fire  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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CHAP.  V. 


cm  s»mit»  vow  tuAr  *ak%  wotm  have  ^jtw^ta  rmnr 
rt^sj^ttAKT  M&mntsn  iv  soitrmiKC  itK^ti^SANf  HAW 
wot  •cnrmmxv  nvm^fi  tons  pojkTiDi>i  qw  it. 


H  lOQUSt  first  follow  Jack,  ^  ho  wiili  the  doctor 
id  Cmmff  (for  the  latter  had  by  some  means 
*  other  managed  to  mtke  his  escape 
id  join  theiKi;}  commenced  his  operations  in 
ery  high  spirits,  if  not  with  very  sangtiine 
op^  of  success.  The  manner  in  which  bis 
kill  liad  been  rewarded  on  the  preceding 
rensng,  added  to  that  truly  happy  feeling  that 
verything  b  going  on  prosperously,  which  the 
ddition  to  bis  worldly  gear  in  the  shape  of  the 
ony  had  producedj  ga^e  him  no  small  degree 
^^  '-rmfidence,  wliUst  eren  defeat  from  so  re- 
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nowned  an  angler  as  Major  Rodd^  would  hare 
been  no  disgrace  to  one  of  far  greater  eminenoe 
in  the  piscatory  art,  than  our  hero  could  lay 
any  pretensions  to* 

The  rod  and  tackling  were  soon  fitted,  and 
Jack  b^an  to  flog  the  water  with  great 
assiduity  although  for  some  time  with  little  or 
no  success ;  for  whether  it  was  that  the  day 
was  unpropitious^  or  that  the  fish  had  already 
satisfied  their  appetites,  or  whether  it  might 
haye  been  that  Jack  himself  was  not  so  great  a 
proficient  in  fly  fishing  or  fly  making  as  he  im- 
agined (for  like  a  true  sportsman  he  made  his 
own  flies)  certain  is  is,  that  after  fishing  for 
upwards  of  two  hours,  he  had  not  caught  a 
single  sizeable  fish. 

By  a  sizeable  fish  is. meant  one  of  not  less 
than  a  pound  weight,  which  by  the  rules  of  the 
Westford  river,  in  which  he  was  then  fishing^ 
it  was  considered  unsportsmanlike  to  destroy 
a  fish  under.  Many  anglers  indeed  might  have 
estimated  this  according  to  the  standard  of  the 
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netals  of  twelve  ounces  to  the  pound ; 
conaidered  that  on  tiiat  occasion  no-^ 
%  than  the  fair  avoirdupois  weight  of 
incea^  would  be  allowed  to  pass  cur^ 
had  consequently  recommitted  every 
streaED  he  thought  wouid  not  come  up 
reight,  which  included  every  one  ha 
rio  captured. 

rin  to  tbink^  Jack/^  said  the  doctor^ 
\i^  be  the  winner  to  day/' 
t  tn&ke  too  lure  of  that  yet  doctar/^ 
ackj  '^tbe  fish  may  not  rise  bett^ 
n  here  ;  and  1  ibtnk  I  have  juat  found 
r  ihat^s  upoti  the  water.  Look  I  there 
own  the  stream^  Ah !  a  fish  haia  taken 
It  was  a  fine  fellew  was^nt  it  I  just 
tt  thorobush  on  the  opposite  bank, 
im  did^nt  you  P' 

w  fiotliing  but  a  babble  that  rose 
mahem   of    the    water/'    said    the 


yoa  saw  a  sure  sign  of  a  large  fish/^ 
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?ui  Jack,  *■  I  only  wisb,**  continued  he, 
**  trat  I  could  contrive  to  throw  my  line 
jiisl  mnder  the  bush  where  he  rose,  and  111  try 
looj  tho"  it's  Terr  Ukeh- 1  may  liitch  my  flics  in 
tlie  attempt,  and  lose  them  as  well  as  some 
part  of  my  Hne  to  boot  for  my  pains.  Bat 
heie  goes — m  rentiire — ooAing  risked  nothing 
gained,^  and  with  these  obseirations,  he  es- 
saved  to  cast  his  flies  towards  the  wished  for 
object. 

"  Ah  I"  exclaimed  the  doctor,  as  he  sa^r 
Jack's  stretcher  fly  pitch  npon  one  of  the 
lower  branches  of  the  bosh,  which  overhung 
the  water,  '^ah !  Jaek,  I  see  the  luck's  against 

you  this  time." 

. .  ^*  I  don't  know  that  yet,"  replied  jack,  "  the 
hook  has  not  caught,  it  is  only  hanging  over,  a 
twig — steady  I  say  and  I  may  draw  it  clear  ; 
added  he  suiting  the  action  to  the  word,  ''there^ 
Ah  !  did  you  see  that?  and  I've  hooked  him  too. 
He  rose  the  moment  my  fly  dropped  upon  the 
water,  and  I  do  believe  he  is  nearly  as  big  as 
a  jackass." 
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I't  tell  what  to  say  to  that,"  replied 
fj  **  1  saw  very  little  raotionj  when  he 

r  mind  that,  but  see  there/'  continued 
iuiig  exceedingly  excited^  a^  his  reel 
ing  round  with  the  rapidity  with 
fish,  who  after  two  or  three  desperate 
to  get  free,  was  drawing  out  the  line 
of  rusliing  up  the  stream,  and  at  the 
5  diselosing  to  the  view  of  the  a&ton* 
tor  ai  it  darted  through  tlie  limped 
trout  of  such  magnitude  as  he  did'nt 
ie\*e  had  ever  existed . 
back  Ceesar/'  exclaimed  Jack,  '*  keep 
simih,**  For  the  dog  by  a  bark  and 
ree  bounds  jti  that  direction,  shewed 
FEitotna  of  a  disposition  to  plunge  in- 
ter Ca  have  bis  share  in  the  sport, 
if  1  could  but  save  him/^  continued 
i  a  countenance  expressive  of  intense 
**  See  he  .comes  tearing  down  the 
inly  hear  how  the  line  chatters  bi 
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-Gti  v«k  ■»'*  waidJmd^^&drw^jtm  ace 
ys  bndu  goLdcm  sdes.  Ob!  keUgcifcdi  of 
th^  nxjlsviukrdkebaik,  aad  I  ihaD  lose  him. 
Them,  the  bob  ftf  bas  hitdhed  aad  it*s  all  over 
wTtb  flML  Xo  k  s'nt  tboog^  all  clear  again, 
hnmli !  lliefe  be  goea  iqi  tbe  slieam  again. 
Keep  bock  Ccaar  I  aay— vdl  done,  I've 
twned  him  again.  I  leaDf  do  bope  now  I 
tball  tare  bim  aftar  alL**  Afl  tbia  time  Jack 
waa  in  a  itate  of  no  small  excitement,  as  tbe 
trout  rnsbed  roond  the  pool,  nsing  erery  en- 
ilmronr  to  extricate  himself;  bat  each  sacoes- 
ftive  turn  became  weaker  and  weaker,  until  at 
liftt  the  fish  rose  gasping  to  the  surface ;  atill 
lliii  was  only  to  make  a  fresh  desperate  effort 
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went  the  line  iHizzing  off  from  the 
this  proYed  his  last  struggle^  for  he 
■wards  allowed  himself  to  be  drawn 
iown  the  atreainj  and  coming  to  the 
wiler  tumtd  upon  his  side  and  gaTe 
licit. 

ow  I  shoold  think  we  might  venture 
m^*'  said  the  doctor. 
I  [Domeut,^'  said  Jack^  "  I  would  not 
or  any  monef^  he's  hardly  quite  done 
t  if  I  can  keep  hii  head  a  little  longer 
sr.  And  now  doctor  if  you^U  uteal 
nd  with  the  landing  net — minddo^nt 
Unt,  keep  still  Ccesar,  you  Sir — 
wt^s  right,  what  a  whacker  be  U^ 


my  word  be  is  a  fine  fellow/^  said 
rj  ^bot  I  w«B  aadJy  afraid  heM  get 
'  all ;  for  he's  so  big  I  could  hardly 
ilo  the  landing  net ;  and  1  would'nt 
01  C9eapi3  for  a  irifie  either.^ 
said  Jack,  *'  you  appear  to  have  for* 
t  you've  a  bet  on  the  tiUicr  sidej' 
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'  Jam   %j    I  liiL'^  r^iiiet  ^e  i:<tcr,  ^  bat 


a  se-  fn  inx^  x  :miir  is  "fiar  aruru: :  aad  now  I 
:  jii  T  vmiicS'  :i:ac  jixl  nn  «:  5: oil  oc  ztx  sport. 
It  I  -ws^r^  jur  x  iw  t^itj  T'junji^r-  I  do  resUy 
if'rtf^T?  £  siucuji  2e  ^saxTTCi-i.  ^  try  my  hand  at 
J:  ^I'r?**!^.  xlill  r'soin  ▼^^a  5:r  aiy  taior.  It's 
-ma  X  ijie  lealtST^  cxiSTSse  rjo^  Pxn  quite  a 
-.lifer*  UC  Tnrrr,  f^JCl  WTilC  I  w^s  ui  th«  iDomii^ 
~zic  :l*z'w  I  iu  nrxZy  f«I  nsost  nRnarlcaMy 
—  »>    wbjiz    i'^    yjx     say    t3     a    sandwicfa, 

-  T^«  T«T  ;r^z  <rf  ail  c^a^rs,*^  rep&ed  the 
ftsxTty  addiTssed,  ^  and  as  tb^ra  appears  to  be 
every  prospect  o{  a  soaVing  shower,  well  just 
get  under  the  shelter  of  thb  bed«e,  Kkc  honest 
Isaac  Walton  and  his  scholar,  and  following 
r^at  their  good  example,  make  oorsdres  cosey 
w^ith  our  gmb.** 

And  so  they  did,  the  sandwiches  rapidly 
disappeared,  Cssar  however,  coming  in  for  at 
least  half  his  master's  share,  and  some  portion 
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r*a.  This  they  (the  Bipeds)  washed 
a  deep  tnaliugany  colored  liquid^ 
inied  in  a  flask  in  his  pocket,  and 
ery  like  the  medicine  he  had  that 
jonized,  hut  which  before  drinkir^i; 
ixed  with  the  clear  waters  of  the 
pon  the  whole  they  managed  to 
cotufof  table  meal  of  it. 
er  having  at  length  ceased,  fishing 
reaamedi  »nd  the  Irout  who  had 
selves  so  abstemious  in  the  former 
diyj  now  came  tip  in  real  earnest^ 
ack's  basket,  which  the  doctor  bad 
hied  bim  in  carrylngi  was  pro- 
rapable  of  holding  one  more> 
ime  they  had  wandered  some  di$- 
e  Btrcam^  and  the  doctor  began  to 
UG  symptoms  of  fatigue,  and  alio 
It  the  prudence  of  rctuniing  liome* 
an  to  reach  it  by  the  appointed 


happened  that  the  very  next 
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meadow,  or  rather  the  water  that  flowed  through 
it  presented  a  very  inTiting  appearance  to  our 
hero,  he  therefore  requested  the  doctor,  to  sit 
down  and  rest  himself,  tiU  he  returned,  and 
also  to  keep  back  the  dog  if  he  could ;  as  the 
river  being  very  open,  the  latter  would  proba- 
bly, as  he  had  done  several  times  before,  alarm 
the  fish  by  approaching  too  near  the  banks. 
So  C«sar  was  commanded  to  stay  behind  with 
the  doctor,  to  whiclviie  submitted,  though  with 
a  very  bad  grace. 

The  partof  the  river  Jack  had  thoughtscmach 
of,  did  not  however  come  up  to  his  expectations, 
for  he  fished  through  the  whole  meadow,  with- 
out moving  a  single  fish.  This  certainly  sur* 
prised  him,  but  he  was  in  no  disposition  just 
then  to  complain  of  ill  luck.  In  fact  he  had 
already  set  down  that  day  in  his  mind  as  one  of 
the  happiest  of  his  life.  It  had  given  him  the 
possession  of  an  excellent  pony, whilst  anything 
in  the  shape  of  a  horse  of  his  own,  had  long 
been  the  object  of  his  most  ardent  wishes.   He 
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1  th&t  day  caught  the  largest  trout 
?r  seen  or  heard  ofj  (for  YarrePs 
^3  bad  not  then  been  published,  and 
nag  trout  of  Castle  street  Salisbury 
ncaughtj)  and  then  what  a  basket 
jish,  he  had  captured  beMdes.  Next 
f  ntidpate  the  triumph  of  beating 
d  fisberiDan  like  Major  Rodd^  an 
bich  he  had  now  fully  made  up  his 

be  strolled  along,  casting  his  line  in 
tere^he  became  quite  philosophically 
I,  after  the  manner  of  Isaac  Walton^ 
D  his  imagination  how  much  more 
rh6  bad  the  good  fortune  to  be  a^ 
lally  enjoyed  the  property  he  was 
r,  than  its  actual  owner.  In  fact  that 
n  no  sach  place  as  school,  he  should 
piest  fellow  in  titc  universe.    Just 
irrived  at  this  satisfactory  condusion, 
ry,  on  the  latter  subject,  was  mo« 
;ly  refreshed  by  several  smart  strokes 
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from  a  horsewhip,  which  a  brutal  looking  great 
fellow,  who  pounced  suddenly  upon  him,  began 
to  deal  out  with  no  sparing  hand  upon  his 
person,  and  with  a  greater  degree  of  severity, 
than  the  suflFerer  ever  remembered  to  have  en- 
dured, during  the  whole  course  of  his  educa- 
tion. 

^I  should  like  very  much  to  know  what 
business  you've  got  here,  you  young  son  of  a 
— ^some  allusion  to  Caesar's  mamma —  PU  be 
d — d  if  I  don't  give  thee  such  a  hiding  as  you'll 
remember  for  some  time  to  come,  or  my  name 
is  not  Tofield, "  continued  the  brute,  reining 
in  his  blows  at  the  same  time  in  rapid  spcces- 
sion,  and  also  making  use  of  certain  other 
opprobrious  epithets,  with  which  we  do  not 
mean  to  disgust  our  readers. 

"Let  go  thy  rod  give  un  up  I  tell  cV 
continued  the  savage,  '^before  I  pitch  thee  into 
the  river,  as  I  promise  e'e  I  will  a'fore  we 
part.  Give  un  up  I  asay,"  at  the  same  time 
laying  hold  on  the  fishing  rod,  which  poor  Jack 
still  held  in  his  hands. 
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Jack  soon  found  he  had  aA  enemy  to  contend 
with,  he  had  not  the  remotest  chance  of  pre- 
railing  over  at  close  quarters.  Tofield  indeed 
was  a  perfect  monster  in  strength^  ]>os8ess- 
ing  that  brutal  expression  of  countenance, 
which  is  so  frequently  found  to  result  from  cruelty 
of  disposition,  gross  feeding,  and  habitual  intozi* 
cadon.  Take  him  altogether,  he  was  a  sort 
of  person,  few  would  have  felt  inclined  to 
engage  with  single  handed.  Jack  thoefore 
availed  himself  of  the  favorable  opportunity, 
bis  assailant's  seizing  upon  his  rod  afforded,- 
to  slip  out  of  his  clutches,  when  running  off 
to  a  short  distance,  he  defied  the  enemy  to 
renew  the  combat  on  more  equal  terms. 

'*  Come  on  you  great  bully  you,  if  you  dare," 
exclaimed  Jack,  in  a  furious  passion,  uid  at 
the  same  time  picking  up  a  pebble  stone.  ''If  I 
was  only  half  your  size,  Vd  fight  you,  as  long 
as  I  could  stand,  and  now  Til  pelt  stones  with 
you,  as  long  as  thereV  liCe  in  me — cooie  on  you* 
great  bully,  you." 

TOL.  I.  U 
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And  the  great  bully  did  come  on;  taking 
oare  first  to  pick  up  a  stone  of  such  weighty 
dimensions,  that  had  it  reached  it's  intended 
object,  it  would  have  soon  determined  the  con- 
flict ;  bat  it  buzoBed  harmlessly  past  oar  hero's 
ears,  whose  missile  being  aimed  with  great- 
er accuracy,  struck  his  antagonist  with  such 
force  in  the  fiu^e,  that  the  blood  b^an  to  gosh 
forth  freely  both  firom  the  mouth  and  nostrils, 
and  he  staggered  almost  stunned  towards  a  gate, 
which  was  dose  at  hand,  and  leant  over  it  for 
support. 

It  seems  beth  strange  and  unaccountable, 
and  yet  we  have  heard  it  asserted  by  many 
sportsmen  who  hare  entered  fully  into  the 
wild  sports  of  the  East,  that  they  haye  felt  more 
sympathy  for  the  expiring  pangs  of  a  tiger,or  any 
other  cruel  beast  of  prey,  than  they  haye  for 
those  of  the  inoffensive  antelope,  or  any  other 
harmless  objects  of  the  chase.  And  so  it  now 
seemed  with  Jack ;  for  although  still  smarting 
with  the  brutal  and  unprovoked  ill  treatment 
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md,  yet  wbea  he  smw  bis  lata  far* 
igonist  fairly  OTercomej  and  as  he 
>u^y  bartj  every  other  feeling  be* 
bed  in  compassion  for  the  sufferer. 
tUy  Tery  sorry  master/'  said  Jack 
towards  Tofield,  "  Vm  really  Tcry 
rhat  baa  happened,  I  hardly  knew 

about,  indeed  I  did  not — so  let  iia 
i»  be  good  Mends^  and  try  t«  forget 
lat." 

k  bold  out  bis  hand  to  the  farmer, 
^ter  directly  seis^ed  hold  of,  but  in 
riendly  manner  than  Jack  had  antn 
nr  DO  soooer  was  his  hand  iairly 
bmtal  satage's  graapi  tbao  be  gromnd 

between  bis  owni  tUl  the  poor  litttt 
Id  scarcely  nefinin  firom  ecreaminf 
ny,  yeirefnim  be  did. 
11  be  nigh  the  death  o'  thee  I  wuU^^ 
im  trritaicd  nt^an ^  whose  ayes  aeei&« 
ready  to  atari  out  of  his  head  with 
tha  Itcnb  from  limb,  1  wnU." 
a2 


H8 


THE  THREE  STUDEKTSr 


And  Jack  really  thought  he  would  too^  when 
on  a  sudden  he  felt  something  rash  from  be- 
hind him  with  a  furious  growl,  and  in  a  moment 
he  was  freed  from  his  adversary's  gripe,  whom 
he  now  saw  extended  sprawling  on  the  ground, 
with  Caesar  standing  growling  fiercely  over  him, 
the  former  crying  out  loudly  for  mercy  and 
help,  and  exhibiting  such  evident  marks  of 
terror  that  our  hero  became  seriously  alarmed 
for  the  consequences. 

His  first  impulse  was  to  attempt  to  drag  the 
dog  off,  but  this  he  was  unable  to  accomplish; 
for  Caesar,  although  his  object  seemed  to  be  to* 
keep  Tofield  pinned  to  the  ground,  yet  when- 
ever his  young  master  tried  to  drag  him  off  by 
force,  he  would  seize  hold  fast  again  of  the  ven- 
quished  enemy ;  but  if  left  alone,  he  contented 
himself  by  merelf  standing  over  him;  and 
trhen  Jack  spoke  to  him,  would,  look  up  in  his 
face,  and  wag  his  tail ;  but  still  everj'  attempt 
to  remove  him  proved  fruitless. 
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!s  ume  doctor  Mangles  had  come  npj 
iihauited  and  out  of  breath  was  he 
!  exertion  he  had  iiaedj  that  he  iffas 
eprived  of  the  pow€r  of  utterance. 
mf  dear  doctor  what  shall  we  dof*' 
ick  in  great  alarm  |  I  eaji*t  get  the 
y— what  shall  we  do  ?" 
don*t  for  God's  sake  let  me  be  torn 
a  limb/*  exclaimed  the  terrified  Tofield, 
ould  serve  you — serve  you^ — perfectly 
Qtt  were — yotiutifecling  scoundrel  you/* 
doctor,  pausing  at  interrali  in  con- 
^  of  his  recent  exertions ;  *•  but  come 
idded  he^  Fve  no  doubt  if  we  were  to 
,  the  dog  would  let  go  hm  liold^  and 
u  He  is  only  afraid  the  hard  hearted 
II  ttijttre  you — that'n  all  I  dare  say/* 
he  doctor  was  quite  right  in  hia  con- 
fer Uiey  had  proceeded  but  a  short 
frcnxi  the  scene  of  action  before 
eleisfftd  his  hold,  and  came  up  and 
its  oiaater,  bringing    away    however 
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Tofield's  hat  with  him^  by  way  of  a  trophy, 
which  he  soon  shook  to  pieces;  and  they  had 
ioon  the  satisfaction  to  see  the  owner  regain 
his  legs,  and  walk  off  at  snch  a  rate,  as  to  indi- 
cate that  he  had  received  no  yery  serious  injury 
in  the  late  affiray. 

'^  Ton  are  not  hurt,  I  hope  Jack,''  said  the 
doctor,  *'here  let  me  feel  your  pulse — rather 
agitated  I  dare  say, — Oh,  come  you  are  all 
right  enough/' 

''  But  I  wish  doctor,"  said  Jack,  '^  you  could 
have  felt  that  fellow's  pulse,  before  he  went ; 
for  I'm  almost  afraid»  he  may  be  more  seriously 
hurt,  than  you  imagine,  for  did  you  observe, 
half  fearfully  pale  he  looked  ?" 

**  Why  to  tell  you  the  truth  Jack,"  replied 
the  doctor,  '%e  is  a  sort  of  patient  I  don't  wish 
to  have  the  handling  of;  and  as  for  feeling  his 
pulse,  I  think  you  must  have  had  enough  of 
that  yourself,  so  I'd  rather  not  venture  if  you 
please*  And,"  added  he,  begining  at  the  same 
lime  to  quicken  his  pa^,  '^  I  am  of  opinion 
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that  the  sooner  we  get  dear  of  the  enemies 
teiritories  the  better/' 

And  Cflssar  seemed  to  be  of  the  same  opinion 
for  he  kept  running  a  few  yards  ahead^  and 
then  stopping  and  looking  rounds  with  a  bound 
and  \  bark,  as  if  to  excite  the  rest  to  proceed 
aJt  a  more  speedy  rate.  So  both  quickening 
their  pace,  they  soon  reached  the  Colonel's 
residence,  which  in  a  direct  line  was  not  very 
far  distant. 

On  arriving  there,  they  found  that  neither 
the  little  Major  nor  Billy  Twaddle  had  then  re- 
tomed;  and  that  the  Colonel,  who  had  been  to 
head  quarters  at  Westford,  the  County  Town, 
which  was  a  few  miles  distant  from  his  house, 
had  brought  back  some  friends  to  dine  with 
him.  Jack  and  the  doctor,  therefore,  went  to 
to  arrange  their  dress  for  the  occasion.  First  of 
all  however  the  doctor  proceeded  to  our  hero's 
room,for  the  purpose  of  examining  into  the  state 
of  the  young  gentleman's  bruises,  which  fortu- 
nately bore  no  serious  character ;  and  the  sufferer 
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himself  was  pleased  to  remark  facetiously  that 
they  only  reminded  him  of  the  pleasures  attend- 
ant on  the  acquisition  of  useful  knowledge, 
only  that  it  seemed  to  him  that  at  school  they 
did'nt  hit  quite  so  hard. 

''Just  as  the  doctor  was  about  to  retire^  a 
tap  was  heard  at  the  bed-room  door.  ''  Come 
in  said  the  doctor/'  and  in  walked  t)aniel,  who 
said : — 

"  Please  Sir,  master's  a  sent  to  know  if  youVc 
■ee'd  any  thing  of  the  Major  and  Mr.  Twaddle 
since  you've  a  been  out. 

"No  we've  not/*  replied  the  doctor,  ''for 
weVe  been  in  quite  a  different  direction  from 
them." 

"Oh,  because  please  Sir,"  rejoined  the  ser- 
vant, "Tinker's  a  come  home  mud  and  dirt 
all  over,  with  the  saddle  turned  round  under 
the  belly  of  un." 

"  Dear  me,''  exclaimed  the  doctor,  "  I  sadly 
fear  that  some  accident  or  other  must  have 
happened. 
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'Whether  it  had  or  had  notj  or  what  it  was, 
tf  tt  dif]  happen^  we  will  relate  in  the  following 
rhapter* 
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CHAP.  IX. 


CONTAINING  A  FULL  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  EXPEDITION  OF  MA  JOm 
RODD  AND  MR.  TWADDLE  ON  THE  WE8TFORD  RIYER,  AND 
or  THE  PERILS  TBET  ENCOUNTERED  THERE. 


The  additional  party  Colonel  Anderson  had 
invited  to  dine^  consisted  of  seven  officers  of 
his  own  regiment;  viz.  captains  EUliot^  Andrews^ 
and  Smith ;  Lieutenants,  Bakers^  and  Dickens, 
the  former  being  also  the  adjutant,  and  Ensigns 
Gubbins  and  Dobson.  A  Captain  Dawkins, 
also  formed  one  of  the  party,  who  it  appears 
was  a  subaltei?!  officer  in  our  army,  and  held 
also  a  commission  in  the  service  of  one  of  our 
foreign  allies;  but  which  as  he  proved  a  disgrace 
to  we  forbear  mentioning  the  name  of. 
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only  members  of  ibis  party  that  had 
big  remarkable  about  them^  were  the  two 
18  and  Dawktns, 

senior  ensign^  Mr.  GubbmSj  was  an 
jnate  son  of  the  deceased  Major  of  the 
siij  who  had  also  borne  that  name  in  his 
dCp  but  which  Uke  his  son  he  had  onJy 
ed  by  repatatioDj  he  being  also  iUegiti* 
Bi  was  indeed  bis  father  before  him^  s\icb 
the  contraband  manner  in  whidh  that 
ad  been  perpetuated  for  several  gencra- 
Youing  Gubbins,  whom  Colonel  Anderson 
mi  pleased  to  style 'Hhe  hog  inarmonr^^' 
tent  the  greater  part  of  his  early  life  in  ihe 
f  of  gfoom6|  gamekeepers,  and  persons 
i  ilimpj  wham^  botli  in  appearance  and 
t  h^  grestly  resembled ;  but  as  his  rc- 
iatber,  although  not  much  more  highly 
td  than  his  son>  had  been  always  a  great 
ite  with  bis  brother  oflicersi  and  as  nttfe 
f  Gabbinsj  (as  he  was  generally  calUid} 
I  at  least  nx  feet  high>  and  somewhat 
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more  than  stout  in  proportion,)  had  always  been 
considered  as  belonging  to  the  regiment,  he 
was  upon  joining  it  very  favourably  received 
by  all  the  officers ;  and  in  spite  of  all  the  dis- 
advantages under  which  he  laboured^the  Colonel, 
who  always  took  a  fancy  to  original  characters, 
had  been  often  heard  to  say,  that  with  the  ex- 
ception of  his  little  man  of  war,  he  would'nt 
exchange  his  hog  in  armour,  for  any  other  half 
dozen  officers  in  the  regiment. 

Mr,  Reginald  Frederick  Snook  Dobson,  the 
junior  Ensign,  was  the  second  son  of  the  gen- 
tleman of  that  name  we  have  before  alluded  to 
as  the  successful  candidate  for  the  borough  of 
Longpas^age.  This  young  gentleman,  was  a 
tall  thin  gawky  personage,  with  long  weak  legs, 
and  a  pale  round  unmeaning  face,  set  off  with 
no  small  quantity  of  straight  sandy  colored  hair. 
Colonel  Anderson  had  nick-named  him  ^'  plum 
pudding,''  in  consequence  of  some  resemblance 
his  countenance  was  supposed  to  bear  to  that 
truly  English  article  of  food.    But  by  this  was 
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oot  intended  that  rich  compound  of  all 
good  sorts  of  things  we  meet  with  at  the 
tables  of  the  loxurious^  but  rather  that  pale 
n"^*e  of  flour  and  suet,  where  dried  currants 
^pply  the  place  of  raisins,  which  few  and  far 
l>et«reen  may  be  seen  straggling  beneath  the 
•'^Ace,  and  with  which  boys  whilst  at  school 
ve  sometimes  indulged  on  highdays  and  holi- 
days. 

Aa  for  Dawkins  he  had  an  air  of  vulgar 
f^essness  about  him,  that  denoted  the  un- 
pnncipled  profligate ;  and  notwithstanding  he 
^f^  fashionably  dressed  in  plain  clothes,  and 
^  Tery  hard  to  assume  the  fine  gentleman, 
vas  much  more  likely  to  be  taken  for  a  dissi'- 
patcd  Bagman.  ' 

Nov  the  master  of  the  house,  had  just 
finiahed  dressing  for  dinner,  when  he  received 
iateliigeace  that  Tinker  had  returned  without 
^  rider.  This  induced  him  to  send  directly 
to  enquire  whether  the  doctor  or  Jack  had 
'^  any  thing  of  him  during  their  excursion. 
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flkhoogh  he  felt  little  uneasiiiess  about  the  mat- 
ter, haying  from  the  first  fiilly  made  op  his  mind 
that  Twaddle  would  get  at  least  one  spill  from  off 
Tinker's  back  before  the  day  was  out ;  yet  he 
never  doubted^  that  both  he  and  his  compa- 
nion would  oontrire  to  return  home  in  time  for 
dinner.  But  when  upwards  of  an  hour  had 
passed  away,  without  either  of  those  gentlemen 
making  their  appearance,  he  b^an  to  think  that 
the  least  he  could  do,  was  to  send  some  one  to 
look  after  them.  Just  as  he  was  about  to  do 
this.  Twaddle  was  seen  to  approach  the  house 
alone,  and  in  a  yery  woeful  pickle,  being 
covered  with  mud  from  head  to  foot,  and  look- 
ing just  as  uncomfortable,  as  most  other 
persons  would  have  done  under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances. 

Colonel  Anderson,  on  catching  a  view  of 
Twaddle,  and  the  sad  plight  he  was  in,  ran 
out  to  meet  him,  not  only  to  enquire  into  the 
rause,  but  also  to  ascertain  what  was  become 
of  the  Major. 
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From  Tvaddle's  account  of  the  affair,  ^ 

appean  that  he,  mounted  on  Tinker,  had  aocom- 

P^iued  the  Major  for  some  distance  down  the 

stream  without  catching  anything,  until  getting 

^ht  themselves  in    a  heavy  shower,  they 

^^  glad  to  find  shelter  in  a  public-house, 

^  hj  the  river  side,  styled  the  ''  Cat  and 

Rddie/'  where  they  contrived  to  pass   away 

the  time  daring  the  rain,  and  perhaps  a  shoi^ 

time  after,  in  discussing  the  merits  of  a  welch 

rabbit  and  a  bottle  or  two  of  porter.    At 

kngth  they  proposed  fishing  homewards,  and 

by  this  time  the  trout  b^;an  to  sport  so  freely, 

that  the  Major  made  sure  of  winning  his  bet. 

Jsit  about  tihis  time  they  came  into  the  meadow 

where  Jack  had  been  alarmed  by  the  bull  on  the 

preceding  evening, — ^whom  they    now  found 

to  Ae  no  small  dismay  of  Mr.  Twaddle,  who 

WIS  a  nervous  man — feeding  in  a  field  on  the 

opposite  side  of  the  river,  although  they  had 

not  noticed  him  tiiere  when  they  had  fished 

over  the  same  ground  a  few  hours  previously. 
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It  appears  that  Mr.  Twaddle's  fears  were 
welt  rounded ;  for  no  sooner  did  the  lord  of  the 
pasture  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  little  Major's 
red  jacket,  than  he  began^  to  display  the  most 
unsqoivocal  marks  of  displeasore,  and  came 
beUowing  down  towards  the  water  side,  ap- 
parently with  the  intent  of  dashing  across  the 
stream. 

*^  1  say  Major,**  exclaimed  Twaddle,  in  great 
alarm,  '<  I  think  we'd  better  be  off,  I  don't  half 
like  that  fellow's  manoeavres. 

'^  Parcel  of  stuff  and  nonsense,'*  replied  the 
Kfajor.  ^*  By  the  powers  of  pebble  stones.  111 
settle  his  hash  for  him,  in  something  less  than 
no  time.'*  And  with  this  the  Major  seized  a 
stone,  which  he  threw  with  so  good  an  aim,  as 
to  strike  the  bull,  no  gentle  tap  in  the  fore- 
head. 

"  Ah !  there  I  had  you  my  lad,  and  no  mis- 
take/' exclaimed  the  Major,  perceiving  that  the 
missile  had  hit  the  intended  object.  But  this 
seemed  only  to  increase  the  animal's  fory,  who 
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pawed  up  the  ground  before  him  with  his  fore 
feet,  and  who  at  the  same  time  seemed  to  have 
a  yery  serious  intent  of  fording  the  stream ; 
still  the  little  Major  nothing  daunted  by  the 
formidable  appearance  of  the  enemy,  which 
perhaps,  if  the  truth  were  told,  the  inacessi- 
ble  nature  of  the  banks  on  his  side  of  the  river 
might  have  something  to  do  with — still  con- 
tinued to  keep  up  his  fire,  until  at  length  the 
bull  trotted  off  at  a  quick  pace  up  the  bank  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

*«There,  did'nt  I  tell  you/*  said  the  Major, 
proudly  erecting  himself  to  his  full  height, 
^'did'nt  I  tell  you  IM  soon  make  him  face 
to  the  right  about.  And  now,*'  added  he, 
preparing  his  rod  for  action,  '^  and  now  for  a 
fish — my  eyes  if  that  is'nt  a  whopper — ^ah ! 
Tve  lost  him — so  here  goes  again  for  another/* 

Now  all  this  time  Billy  Twaddle,  was  looking 
anxiously  towards  the  upper  part  of  the 
meadow,  when  at  length  with  a  countenance, 
in  which  terror  was  strongly  depicted,  he  ex- 
claimed i — 
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•>  Oh,  look  di«p  do  Ma}or,  for  ni  be  hanged 
if  u»  bull  has*iil  tfuamJ  die  rifer,  and  heie 
eaaaa  li^down  iqMm  usfbU  pelt  as  hard 
as  eicr  he  can  drive.^ 

^'Bythegodof  war  aohedoes^and  no  mia- 
tMke/'  replied  die  Ma}or;  ^and  by  the  piper 
tha$  phyed  befbfe  Mo8e%  it's  high  time  for  as 
to  cut  and  mn  for  it.  Here  Bitty,  never  mind 
me — qpdsk  be  off  widi  yonraelf,  for  VU  be 
hanged  after  all,  if  I  mustn't  moont  this  tree, 
before  you've  time  to  say  Jack  Robinson.'' 

Twaddle  did  not  wait  to  be  told  a  second 
timei  BO  off  he  gallopped  urging  on  "Hnker  to 
the  foU  extent  of  his  speed,  who  kicking  out 
behind  at  almost  every  step,  rendered  the  seat 
of  his  rider  for  some  time  rather  problematical, 
whilst  the  Major  casting  away  his  fishing  rod, 
sprang  up  into  a  small  ash  tree,  that  grew  close 
to  the  water  side  with  the  celerity  of  a  harle- 
quin^  an  ape  or  any  thing  the  reader  pleases ; 
but  still  not  one  moment  too  soon  to  escape  the 
fury  of  the  bull,  who  reached  the  spot  just  at 
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tbe  Tery  moment  he  had  succeeded  in  enscons- 
iDf  hinuelf  amongst  the  higher  branches  out  of 
the  Tidoiis  animaTs  reach. 

As  for  BiUy  Twaddle  he  soon  distanced  the 
enemy^  and  as  his  steed  became  a  little  more 
stesdy  he  rentured  to  look  behind  him  to  see 
how  matters  were  going  on  in  that  quarter^ 
vhen  sll  of  a  sadden  the  pony  stopped  short, 
and  turning  sharp  round,  pitched  Twaddle  off 
into  a  small  muddy  pond^  which  being  entirely 
coated  with  duckweed,  and  level  with  the 
iMitdow  he  was  not  aware  of  the  existence  of 

until  he  found  himself  soused  over  head  and 

I 

cm  into  it ;  whilst  off  started  Tinker  neighing 
snd  kicking  through  slough  and  mire — of 
which  the  meadow  in  question  afforded  a 
idessing  variety — ^towards  his  stables,  appar- 
ently Tery  well  pleased  with  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  disposed  of  his  weighty  burthen. 
As  the  pond  into  which  Twaddle  had  been 
thrown, wasnotquitefourfeet  deep — mud  and  all 
incladed — the  nobler  parts  of  his  person  soon 
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emerged  above  the  surface,  whilst  the  thickly 
matted  duckweed,  hanging  down  like  a  large 
green  veil  over  his  head  and  shoulders,  afford- 
•d  no  bad  representation  of  some  imaginary 
riyer  divinity. 

Carefully  and  fearfully  did  the  gasping 
Twaddle  peep  around  towards  the  direction  of 
the  enemy,  when  the  fierce  aspect  of  the  bull, 
whom  he  thought  was  looking  towards  him, 
caused  him  like  some  aquatic  animal,  again  to 
duck  down  for  concealment,  with  nothing  but 
his  nose  and  mouth  above  water.  Several  times 
indeed,  did  he  raise  his  head  and  shoulders, 
hoping  to  effect  a  retreat,  and  as  often  did  the 
menacing  appearance  of  the  savage  animal, 
cause  him  again  to  crouch  down  for  safety.  At 
last  the  bull  appeared  to  become  more  fierce 
than  ever,  butting  and  hofiong  up  the  turf, 
and  bellowing  furiously  in  that  deep  toned  note, 
which  is  a  certain  indication  of  a  mischevious 
intent.  This  was  caused  by  the  Major,  -who 
from  his  perch  above    was   thrusting  at   the 


TH  E  TH  REK  STU  DENTS.  1 65 

inimal  with  a  stout  stick,  lie  had  cut  from 
the  tree^  which  at  any  rate  had  the  effect 
of  diyerting  his  attention  from  Twaddle,  al- 
though it  seemed  to  irritate  him  more  than 
erer  against  the  Major,  without  in  the  slightest 
degree  tending  to   driye  him  to  any  distance 
from  the  spot.    Mr.  Twaddle,  however,  took 
cue  to  avail  himself  of  this  favourable  oppor- 
tnnitjr  of  escape.   Slowly  and  warily  therefore, 
at  first,  and  with  his  eye  fixed  on  his  enemy  did 
he  emeige  from  his  wet  and  weedy  hiding  place, 
Qfi^  having  fairly  regained  terra  firma,  he 
tampered  across  the  meadow,  at  a  pace  quite 
turprising,  for  a  person  of  his  inactive  form 
and  habits,  and  scrambled  through  or  over  a 
low  quickset  hedge  in  a  truly  wonderful  man- 
ner.   Bat  he  need  not  have  been  in  so  great  a 
bmrjr — the  bull  made  no  attempt  to  pursue 
bim,  treating  every  thing  in  fact,  but  the  field 
ufficer  as  unworthy  of  his  anger.    Twaddle  at 
kit,  by  a  circuitous  route,  reached  the  Colo^ 
nel's  house,   in   the  state  before    described, 
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kaving  the  little  N^ajor  stiU  perched  up  in  the 
tr«ej  closely  blockaded  by  his  four  footed  ad- 
versary. 
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CHAP.   X. 


tBiwnra  HOW  THE  LtrrLBMAJom  was  at  lAtr  BSLnm 

FBOM  HM  Famulus  UTUATlOMy  AND  TBB  BimOXO  AMll- 
TANC«    THAT    WAS    miHDBBBO    BIM    BT    BIS  BBOTBBB 


^^Hbmm'b  a  pretty  ketdeof  £nh,  upon  my  word/' 
said  Colonel  Anderaon,  entering  the  room^ 
in  wbidi  bis  goests  wet^  aaeembled.  ^An 
infemaUy  nuMhierous  bull  of  mine^  hat 
lightened  Twaddle's  pony^  who  has  capsized 
his  rider  into  the  mire;  and  what  is  still 
worasj  the  vidous  brute  has  driven  our  gallant 
little  Major  to  take  shelter  in  a  tree^  beneath 
which^  the  animal  is  at  this  very  moment 
standing  sentry  oyer  him." 
^^  What  a  boa !"  exdailned  Ensign  Dobsoa. 
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"Bore  indeed^''  replied  the  Colonel,  an- 
noyed at  the  £nsign's  voice  and  manner ;  for 
the  young  soldier  spoke  in  that  drawling, 
affected  tone  weak  headed  young  officers 
some  times  assume  upon  first  entering  the 
army,  and  astonish  their  admiring  friends 
and  relations  with  on  their  first  leave  of 
absence. 

"  I  should  imagine  that  if  two  or  three  guns 
could  be  procured,  the  animal  might  be  shot," 
suggested  Captain  Smith. 

"Then  you  must  mind  you  don't  shoot  at 
the  pigeon  and  kill  the  crow,''  observed  Mr.  - 
Gubbins.  "  But  leave  im  to  me  I'll  manage 
un — yer  Dannyel,"  added  he,  addressing  the 
servant,  who  just  at  that  moment  came  gaping 
into  the  room.  "  Yer  Dannyel  ax  Eddurt  to 
lend  me  a  smock  frock,  or  a  stabul  jacket, 
ye — ^yer,  stop,  never  mind  I'll  go  and  ax  un 
myself ;  for  this  yer  biled  lobster  shell,"' 
added  he,  stripping  off  his  uniform  jacket,  "will' 
never  do  to  drive  bullocks  in  ;  and  I'll  warrant 
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IV  drive  them  cattle  agen  any  body  you  like > 
«nd  for  what  you  like/'  And  with  these  re- 
marks Mr.  Gnbbixks  left  the  room,  to  prepare 
himself  accordingly. 

''To  the  chawge^  to  the  chawge,"  exclaimed 
Hr.  DobsoDi  who  pronounced  his  slike  w's, 
*%bo'll  follow  to  the  whescue." 

I  will  for  one/^  said  Baker,  "  and  so  will  I," 
>ud  Dickens  and  Smith. 

''I  thmk  you'd  all  of  you  much  better  stay 
where  yoa  are,''  said  the  Colonel,  who  knew 
pietty  well  the  metal  these  volunteers  were 
composed  of,  '^  better  remain  where  you  are, 
sad  111  send  some  of  my  people  down ;  I  dare 
say  they  know  very  well  how  to  manage  the 


''No,  no,"  exclaimed  two  or  three  voices 
at  once,  ''we'll  all  go,"  and  so  off  started 
Smith,  Baker,  Dickens  and  Dobson ;  but  the 
dder  captains  thought  proper  to  abide  by  the 
opinion  of  their  superior  officer ;  and  Dawkins 
^na  too  selfish  a  person  to  incur  either  trouble 
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•^  mkt  mnksi  be  eLpectcd  to  get  somcChing  or 
ocber  br  it. 

Out    then    that   doogfatr    heroes    sallied, 
hB^fcd  by  IXobscm  with  his  dimwn  sword,  who 
lUiOG^h  the  jimkxr  officer,  was  finom  tiie  Tilour 
1^  hsd  afaesdj  di^ibjedy  sDowed  to  take  the 
lemd  npon  that  metotableoccaaoBa    On  then 
ther  pTDoeeded  tuwaids  tiie  scene  of  action, 
the  nc&fest  road  to  which  lay  tlmragfa  a  certab 
lane,  not  inaptly  named  water  lane,  firomaereTsi 
»piin^  of  waltf  that  leaked  OTer  it,  and  formed 
aimall  pool  by  the  side  of  the  gate  leading  into 
the  e^eatfid  meadow;  and  whidi  was  used  for 
the  purpose  of  watering  cattle. 

As  soon  as  the  party  had  readied  this  gate, 
they  discoTcred  the  Major,  perched  like  a 
scarecrow  amongst  the  brsnches  of  the  tree, 
wbiiit  the  wicked  bull  doaely  blockaded  him 
below,  and  seemed  to  shew  no  disposition 
wlmterer  to  raise  the  siege. 

A  council  of  war  was  then  held  by  the  re- 
liering    party,  as  to  the    best   means  to  be 
I  f 
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adopted  for  beatmg  off  the  enemy^  during  which^ 
a  little  ragged  urchin  armed  with  a  long  stick, 
followed  by  Gubbins  rigged  out  in  a  fustian 
stable  jacket  and  overalls — a  style  of  dress 
which  became  him  amazingly — and  bearing  a 
hay  prong  in  his  hand,  came  up  to  the  gate 
against  which  the  consulting  warriors  were  lean- 
ing. 

'^Bye  a  leaf  please  genl'men,',  said  the 
urchin,  at  the  same  time  proceeding  to  open 
the  gate,  and  then  marching  through  it  with  a 
confident  air.  ''  PU  soon  let  un  know,'^  added 
he,  ^'  I'll  just  about  drop  into  un,  for  running 
arter  a  sojer  Hossifer  like  that  are/' 

**  Why  what  a  figga  you  awe  Oubbins,'*  ex- 
claimed Dobson,  addressing  his  brother  ensign, 
as  he  was  passing  through  the  gate,  ^^  what  awe 
you  going  about  ?  eh  l^ 

"About,'*  replied  Gubbins,  walking  on  at 
the  same  time,  ''  why,  to  drive  the  bull  back 
again  across  the  water  into  t'other  meddey  to 
be    sure.    And   I   say  Dobson,"    added    he, 
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''touM  better  mind  what  you'm  about  with 
that  there  cheese  toaster  of  yonm,^  for  Dobson 
still  held  his  drawn  sword  in  his  hand^  ^or  I'm 
blow'd  if  jou  wont  do  some  mischief  or  n'other 
with  un  bye  and  by.** 

Dobson  looked  exceedingly  indignant  at 
these  remarks,  hot  made  no  reply.  In  the  mean- 
time the  boy  had  walked  boldly  up  to  the  bull 
and  after  giving  him  some  hearty  thwacks  be- 
hind, succeeded  in  driving  off  the  beast  before 
him^  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  him  again  to  re- 
cross  the  river.  This  the  bull  seemed  to  have  no 
mind  to  do ;  for  on  reaching  the  spot  where  he 
had  previously  forded  the  stream,  he  made  a  dash 
by  Gubbins  who  was  standing  just  above  to  assist 
in  driTing  him  over,  who  bestowed  no  slight  blow 
on  the  hinder  parts  of  the  brute  as  he  passed ; 
but  this  had  only  the  effect  of  accelerating  his 
speed,  and  he  came  on  full  gallop  tail  on 
end  towards  the  gate ;  but  before  he  reached 
itj  the  assembled  warriors  had  splashed  through 
the  pool  and  were  in  the  act  of  scrambling 
over  the  hedge 
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**  Confound  your  spaws  Bakaw/^  cried  Dob- 
wn,  (for  Baker  as  adjutant  wore  spurs,)  ^  why 
Wt  kick  80— oh!  demme  you're  wunningthem 
intorne* 

**  Confound  that  infernal  sword  of  yours/* 
tidaimed  Baker  in  reply,  **  for  you're  sticking 
it  into  me  behind  most  preciously — oh  murder ! 
Chttckitaway,  or  do  something  or  other  with  it 
and  be  hanged  to  you." 

Jtist  at  this  critical  moment  the  bull  pushed 
open  the  half  closed  gate,  and  trotted  on  at  a 
rapid  pace  up  the  lane,  when  Dobson,  now 
^^^y  frightened  out  of  his  wits^  threw  his 
*^wd  behind  him,  and  by  a  powerful  efiFort 
^bled  through  the  hedge,  and  rolled  down 
into  the  ditch,  on  the  other  side  amongst  his 
fellow  warriors. 

"I  zay  maister,  what  d'ye  call  this  yer/' 
wid  the  urchin,  who  shortly  afterwards  came 
«p  toMr.  Gubbins,  whilstthe  latter  was  occupied 
in  &8tcning  the  gate — ^  What  dfe  call  thick'ee, 
«yc  r  continued  theboy,  at  the  same  time  stoop- 
ing down  and  picking  up  Mr.  Dobson's  weapon. 
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^^  It*s  my  so-awd  youngstaw/'  said  Dobson, 
who  by  this  time  had  recovered  his  legs,  and 
was  peeping  over  the  hedge.  ^'  Hand  it  ova 
heawe,  will  ye  ?" 

^^  Better  let  tlie  young  un  take  care  of  an 
for  e'e  I  think/'  said  Gubbins. 

*^  Saw/'  said  Dobson  indignantly,  *'  what  do 
you  mean  Saw, — I  demand  an  explanation 
Saw/' 

'^Come,  come,"  said  Captain  Smith,  pru- 
dently interposing,  '^no  misunderstanding  I 
btg  gentlemen,  and  see  our  little  Major  is 
connng  towards  us — I  wish  I  was  sure  the  bull 
would'nt  come  back  again,  we'd  go  down  all  of 
us  and  congratulate  little  Rodd  on  his  escape — 
I'll  be  hanged  if  we  would'nt." 

*'Well  I  hope  you'll  all  get  your  dinners  bye 
and  by/'  said  Gubbins,  ^^ though  it  seems 
you've  had  your  deserts  already,  so  I  wish  e'e 
all  good  morning,  as  I  must  look  sharp  and 
change  my  toggery  before  I  has  mine/'  and  with 
these  remarks  Gubbins  and  the  lad  walked  off 
up  the  lane. 
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•^cU  I'm  almost  tired  of  staying  here  so  long, 

'•^^  Mr.  Baker,  what  can  the  Major  be  about  all 

^^  time,  oh,  here  comes  one  of  the  servants.*' 

^^^^  gentlemen,''  said  Daniel,  as  soon  as 

*^^  within  hail, "  Please  gentlemen  master's 
^*  to  say  the  hanimal's  secured,  and  the 
**^cr'a  waiting,  and  that  you'll  please  to  come 
'^P^  quick  as  you  can." 

^ye  that  we  will  Daniel,"  .replied  Captain 
^^^^y  "and  so  lefs  come  along,"  added  he, 
•^^feasing  his  companions,  '*I  dare  say  the 

^^nel  will  excuse  our  appearance,  for  it  must 
^  ^^onfessed  that  splashing  through  the  pool 
'^^  sadly  taken  the  polish  of  Day  and  Martin 
^^t  of  onr  Hessians." 

''To  say  nothing  of  the  mud  we've  picked 
^P  in  the  ditch/'  continued  the  adjutant. 

''Wbat  a  bore,"  exclaimed  ensign  Reginald 
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CHAP.    XII. 


4  DTxim  PAmrr  ahd 


THE   COlTTKmSATION    WHICH    TOOK 


The  dinner  was  excellent,  nor  was  the  haunch 
of  Tenison  that  had  accompanied  Jack  on  his 
visit  forgotten,  \ihilst  the  monstrous  trout, 
which  he  had  that  morning  captured,  being 
garnished  with  a  few  others  of  a  smaller  size, 
formed  as  splended  a  dish  of  fish  as  the  most 
fastidious  epicure  could  desire  to  look  upon 
or  partake  of. 

The  attendance  too  might  have  been  as  good 
as  the  dinner,  if,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary 
domestics  of  the  establishment,  three  or  four 
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newlf  caoght  straw-yard  savages^  as  the  Colo* 
Del  was  pleased  to  style  the  men  taken  from 
the  ranks  to  perform  the  duties  of  servants  to 
the  officers,  had  not  been  enlisted  into  the 
aerrice;  but  who  after  all,  with  the  exception 
of  roiining  against  the  rest  of  the  servants  and 
eadi  other  every  now  and  then — ^upsetting  a  soup 
tareen  over  the  carpet — ^breaking  a  few  plates 
and  diahea— emptying  the  contents  of  a  butter 
boat  over  the  person  of  Mr.  Reginald  Dobson^ 
and  spilling  a  small  quantity  of  the  sweet  sauce 
intended  for  the  venison  over  doctor  Mangles's 
other  coat,  got  through  their  duties  upon  the 
whole  tolerably  well.  Every  body  was  in  good 
humoor  and  high  spirits ;  the  little  Major  owned 
his  bet  fairly  lost,  which  he  bore,  as  well  as  his 
late  afiair  on  the  tree,  with  perfect  good  humour. 
Mr.  Laygent  also,  according  to  promise  had 
joined  the  party  and  all  seemed  fully  bent 
on  spending  a  merry  afternoon. 

•*  Come  Major  Rodd,*'  said  the  Colonel, "  we 
must  have  a  glass  of  wine  together  V* 
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'^  Aye^  come  along,  come  along,  and  so  we 
tt  ill  most  gallant  Colonel/'  replied  the  Major. 

"Then  here's  your  health  in  a  bumper,  and 
better  luck  to  you  next  time/'  said  the  Colonel, 
*^  very  dull  you  must  have  found  it  up  in  the 
tree  so  long  by  yourself,  didn't  ye,  eh? 
Amused  at  the  prospect  perhaps — particularly 
pleasant  one  ?  eh !  but  how  came  it  Major  that 
you  forgot  to  look  the  bull  full  in  the  face, 
with  that  fierce  expression  of  countenance  yon 
assumed  last  evening ;  and  which  we  all  agreed 
^vas  quite  enough  to  frighten  all  the  fat  bulls 
of  Basan,  eh !  how  was  it  ?" 

"  Why  ril  tell  you  what,''  replied  the  Major, 
"if  looking  him  in  the  face  and  hitting liim 
rather  hard  there  to  boot  would  have  done  I 
gave  plenty  of  that  I  imagine.  But  the  truth 
of  the  matter  is,  the  rascal  must  have  picked  up 
some  of  the  precious  impudence  of  the  regiment 
since  you've  had  him  Colonel ;  for  may  I  be 
skinned  and  stuffed  and  made  a  mummy  of,  if 
I  could  stare  him  out  of  countenance  do  what 
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I  would  tho'  I  rather  guess  I  managed  to  dim 
one  of  his  daylights  for  him." 

"  Well,  well,  my  gallant  friend/'  observed 
the  Colonel,  **  but  that  was  only  doing  things 
by  halrcs." 

"But  rd  hare  bunged  up  the  other  one  for 

lumtoo^andnomistake/' rejoined  the  Major,  '4f 

it  had'nt  been  for  laughing  at  Twaddle  playing 

bo  peep  in  the  mudpool,  peering  out  through 

the  tangled  duck  weed,  like  a  two  year  old, 

bald  oolt,  trying   to  come  it  cunning.    And 

then,''  added  the  Major,  '^to  see  how  Twaddle 

did  cut  and  run  across  the  meadow,  and  bolt 

throogh  the  quick  set  hedge— by  the  powers  of 

speed  and  motion,  harlequin  flying  through 

the  scenes  in  the  play  was  mere  child^s  play  to 

the  actinty  ha  displayed  upon  that  occasion.'' 

'^Tou  must  have  found  it  rather  sharp  work 

Mr.  Twaddle  to  perform  the  part  of  hariequin 

through  a  quick  set  hedge,  did'nt  you?'^  asked 

lb.  Baker. 

^'  Perhaps  not  quite  so  sharp  as  some  of  you 
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found  it,"  replied  Twaddle,  '*  when  you  adopted 
a  similar  manceuvre  to  get  clear  of  the  same 
enemy/' 

Mr.  Baker  made  no  reply. 
"  But  Twaddle  my  good  feUow,*'  said  doctor 
Mangles,   "did'nt  you   find  the    water  very 
cold.^' 

"  Oh  !  cold,  yes,  any  thing  you  like,'*  replied 
Billy  Twaddle,  shuddering  at  the  recollection, 
"  but  don't  say  a  word  more  about  it  now, — 
here  let's  hare  a  glass  of  wi^e—and  then  talk 
about  anything  else  you  like.** 

"  A  glass  of  wine  Bakaw,*'  said  Mr.  Dobson. 
"  With  great  pleasure,"  replied  Mr.  Baker, 
helping  himself,  and  passing  the  bottle  across 
the  table  to  Dobson,  who  helped  himself,  and 
then  both  gerttlemen  looked  each  other  full  in 
the  face,  first  seriously  and  then  bowed  and 
smiled,  and  then  both  sipped  their  wine. 

"  Suppose  you  and  I  has  a  drop  ^together, 
Hellut,"  said  Gubbins,  addressing  Captain 
Elliot— '^Ander's'*   (Captain  Andrews  was  the 
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person  intended) — ^**  I  say  Anders  will  you  join 
in— and  here's  your  good  healths,  both  on  ye% — 
yer  I  say  Dannull  hand  some  cabbage  this  way 
irillye)'' 

"Cabbage  with  fish  !  mawey  upon  us !"  ex- 
claimed Mr.  Dobson,  exhibiting  evident  symp- 
toms of  astonishment^  as  very  well  he  might. 

"Aye  my  fine  feller/^  replied  Gubbins, 
nothing  abashed  at  having  so  shocked  Mr. 
Dobson's  extreme  refinement,  *^aye  cabbage 
with  every  thing  except  plum  pudden  for 
me.** 

"Pray, Saw,"  said  Dobson,  attempting  to 
look  angrily  dignified,  ^'pray.  Saw,  do  you  mean 
to  insult  me  ?" 

"Not  I  faith,"  replied  Gubbins,  '^your 
fiitiier  ain't  a  tailor  is  he,  that  the  cabbage  sticks 
w  hard  in  your  gizzard  ?^* 

"Pd  have  you  to  know  Saw,"  rejoined 
Dobson  indignantly,  '^  that  my  Governaw,  is  a 
niembaw  of  pawlement, — and  it  was  not  the 
»bbage  I  meant  either." 
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"Then  what  did  ye  mean?^  inquired  Gub* 
biiiS|  'Met's  know  at  once  what  'tis  you'm 
driving  at/' 

^^  Oh  well  then  nevaw  mind ;"  replied  Dob- 
soTij  **  I  believe  it  was  my  mistake — will  you 
take  a  glass  of  wine  Gubbins  ?'' 

"  Can  a  duck  swim/'  replied  the  party  ad- 
dressed/* so  here's  to  y'e  Dobson/'  and 
drinking  off  his  wine^  he  again  became  actively 
engaged  in  the  business  of  devouring  his  din- 
nefj  as  if  to  make  up  in  real  earnest  for  the 
1ds3  of  time  that  had  been  incurred  by  the 
previous  conversation. 

"  Major  my  dear  fellow/'  exclaimed  Colonel 
Anderson^  '*do  look  at  that  queer  fellow 
Gubbins,  I  never  saw  such  a  specimen  in 
the  whole  course  of  my  life, — ^never  did 
.  'pon  my  honor — never.  Do  see  how  he's 
poking  cabbage  down  his  throat  with  his  knife, 
^pon  my  life  we  must  train  him  into  eating 
with  a  silver  fork — this  never  will  do." 
The  Major  made  no  verbal  answer;  but  he 
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lEiketl  back  a  reply,  that  spolc«  unutterable 
tmp,  and  it's  meaning  was  thoroughly  im* 
ientood  by  the  Colonel  ^vho  saidi 

*^Well,  well,  leaTe  him  to  me,  he's  a 
M  hearted  fellow,  and  I  can  giirc  him  a  few 
Mttuttioni  in  private^  which  I  have  no  doubt 
'^  ^U  have  suSteient  goad  sense  to  take  as 
^wemtendcd," 

"By  the  bye  Laygent/*  said  Dobson,  '* have 
^^  »eeii  my  goremaWj  lately/* 

"f*Laygeot  knowing  that  Dobson  alladed 
^  ^1*  paternal  parent,  replied  that  he  had 
■•^*  tim  on  that  very  momiBg,  and  that  he 
^'^^^'^d  him  to  be  perfectly  welL 

^bt  ayCa  yes,"  replied  DobBon^  "I  don't 
^my  govemaw  intends  to  kick  the  bucket 
^  '^RiB  tioie  to  come.  But  I  do  wish  the  old 
Tflcttwl  htinself  to  get  me  into  the  gc-awds, 
^^^'^^  dow  heawej  'pon  honnaw — quite  a 
^^'^^I  say  Bakaw,  wheawe  do  you  think  we 
*U|o,  when  we  mawch  from  here  ?** 
*'  I'll  tell  e*e  where  you'm  like  to  be  sent 
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young  feller/'  said  Gubbins,  "and  that's  to 
Coventry,  if  you  don't  mend  your  manners,  and 
tbat  ril  warrant  ye/^ 

"  Oh  now  Gubbins  my  deawe  fellow/'  re- 
plied Dobson,  in  some  confusion,  "  I  meant 
nothing  diswespectful  to  the  wegiment,  faw  I 
think  you  are  all  a  demmed  fine  gentlemanly 
set  of  fellows — 'pon  my  honaw.  But  Pm 
dying,"  added  he,  "to  join  the  awmy  on  the 
Peninsula,  and  eithawe  to  cawve  my  way 
to  glowre,  or  dig  my  grave.'' 

^^Then  Vd  advise  ye  to  stay  home  and 
borrey  a  pick  axe  and  shovel,''  observed  Mr. 
Gubbins,  "for  it's  pretty  clear  you'll  never 
make  any  hand  of  it  with  that  there  cheese 
toaster  of  your'n,  unless  it  be  to  touch  up  some 
of  your  friends  in  the  rear,  if  they  should  happen 
to  be  first  to  make  a  bolt  of  it — which  ain't  very 
Ukely — what  dy'e  say  Baker  ?  eh !"  continued 
he,  addressing  the  latter  gentleman,  who  thought 
proper  to  make  no  reply,  but  Mr.  Dickens  did 
for    him ;  by  remarking  that    a   sword  in  Mr. 
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Dobson's  hands  reminded  him,  of  the  elephants 
tlwt  were  employed  in  battle  in  former  times ; 
at  which  observation^  Dobson,  imagining  a 
compliment  was  intended  to  his  valour,  tried  to 
look  sternly  heroic,  and  contracted  his  eye- 
brows into  a  frown  for  the  purpose  of  imparting 
that  expression  to  his  countenance,  whilst 
Dickens  continued;  ^*for  he  seems  almost  as 
likely  to  injure  friends  as  foes  with  it,  as 
Baker's  smalls  this  day  afford  ample  testimony 
oP  ^nd  then  poor  Dobson,  finding  that  no 
possible  compliment  could  be  intended,  re« 
lazed  his  features  into  seriousness,  coloured 
deeply  and  looked  very  foolish. 

"  Come  that's  not  so  bad  for  you  old  chap," 
said  Gubbins,  addressing  the  last  speaker; 
*'  and  I  do  believe  it's  the  first  mouth  speech, 
weVe  had  from  you  for  the  day." 

"Don't  you  know,'^  said  Dickens,  "that 
Soloman  says  that  'even  the  fool  may  be 
counted  wise  if  he  but  holdeth  his  tongue." 

"  Aye  to   be  sure  I  do,"  replied  Gubbins  ; 


186 


THE  THREE  STUDENTS. 


"and  I  dur  say  he  must  a  been  diinkingof 
some  such  a  chap  as  you  when  the  idear  first 
struck  him/' 

**  Very  probably,"  replied  Dickens,  and  was 
again  silent. 

I  say,  yer  John/'  said  Oubbins,  addressing 
one  of  the  servants/'  ax  Cappun  Anders,  for 
9ome  of  that  biled  beef." 

"  How  dy'e  like  it  Gubbins/'  asked  Captain 
Andrews. 

^*  A  good  deal  underdone — there  thank  e'e 
that  'U  do — little  fat  and  gravy  please — ^that's 
your  sort — I  say  John  just  throw  in  a  mouth- 
ful of  cabbage,  and  a  carrut  or  two,  will  ye  as 
you  come  along."  John  did  as  he  was  desired 
and  Mr.  Gubbins  again  became  occupied  in 
diminishing  the  contents  of  his  plate,  which 
quickly  vanished  out  of  sight,  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  juggling  process  in  which  he  ex- 
hibited so  much  dexterity. 

"  By  the  bye,  Laygent,"  said  Mr.  Reginald 
Dobson,   addressing  that  gentleman,  in   the 
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mostcondescendingand  patronisingmanner  pos- 
sible. By  the  bye  Laygent^  I  wheelly  do  wondaw 
that  a  man  so  cleyanie  as  they  say  you  awe, 
does'ntgoto  the  Baw,  it  mustbeagreatbore  toyou 
being  only  an  attawney  ?    why  donH  you  go 
to  the  baw,  eh  ?  do  tell  me.'' 

'^  A  want  of  sufficient  impudence^  is  my  sole 
^CMon/'  replied  the  attorney. 

"  Oh  now  what  a  quiz  you  awe/'  rejoined 
Dobson, laughing  incredulously.  "Why  I've 
hawed  many  pawsons  wemawk  how  well  off  you 
we,  in  that  wespect" 

''Bat  I  have  not  a  sufficient  stock  for  all 

that,"  replied  Laygent,  "  nor  do  I  stand  suffix 

cieatly  high  in  my  own  estimation,  to  risk  my 

fortune  in  a  branch  of  the  profession  that  so 

^Bny  men  [of  far  higher  talents  than  I  can 

wpire  to,  have  failed  to  succeed  in,  which 

I  should  imagine  must  be  a  great  bore  for 

them." 

•'Oh  I  don^t  know,"  said  Dobson,  "my 
bwothaw  Howace,  says  he's  sure  he  shall  sue- 
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ceed  at  the  bmw — mnd  a  demmed  devow  fellow 
he  is  too,  for  do  yoo  know  he*  wed  the  whole 
foawe  Tolumes  of  Blackstone's  Commentawies 
in  less  than  a  fortnight  and  made  nothing  at 
aUofit.** 

*•  That  can  I  fully  believe/'  observed  Mr. 
Laygcnt, 

^'And  no  mistake,  as  the  Major  says/'  added 
Gubbins,  laying  down  his  knife  and  fork,  for 
by  this  time  his  plate  was  empty. 

In  this  manner  the  dinner  passed  off; 
several  other  subjects  of  ccmversation  were 
introduced,  but  which,  as  they  would  afford 
no  interest  to  our  readers  we  omit,  as  we  abo 
do  every  word  Captain  Dawkins  that  day  ut- 
tered,the  wholeof  whose  conversation  was  made 
up  either  of  blasphemous  expressions,  or  coarse 
indecent  jests,  for  wluch  as  honest  Isaac  Walton 
says,  "  we  count  no  man  witty ;  for  the  devil 
will  help  a  man  that  way  inclined  to  the  first, 
and  his  own  corrupt  nature,  which  he  always 
carries  with  him  to  the  latter.'* 


TUe  TBBBE  STUDENTS. 


H9 


CHAP.  XIII. 


B    TSikT     IT    »T  KO    IIX4KS   F0I,LC|«3  TOAT  Tlli  At- 

wb  1%  AL.W Afs  rns  ouiltt  PA^-rtr, 


roENT  my  good  fellow,^  said  Colonel  An* 
n^  a»  soon  as  tlie  deicrt  wme  placed  upon 
ihle — "  Vm  sorry  I  baTe  no  apples  for  you 
y — too  early  Jerry,  too  early — ^so  you  must 
w  tented  to  rough  it  on  pines  and  urangrt 
nee/' 

Fben  you  hare  not  rurgotten  my  apple 
r  Dmpeniities  eh  Colonel  ?■  ^  repltsd  Lay- 

Jiinf. 
Oeril  m  bit/'  rejoined  the  Colonel,  *'  never 
I  boy  iiiov  awmy  so  many  in  all  my  bom 
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days — never  did — never — Don't  you  remember 
— sit  still  Jerry — ^fine  apple  this  Jerry,  eh  ?'* 

"  To  be  sure  I  do/'  replied  Laygent,  very 
good  hnmooredly* 

^'  But  you  never  got  a  single  apple  fairly ; 
do  you  ever  think  you  did?''  asked  the 
Colonel. 

"  Never  I  believe,"  replied  Laygent. 

^'  Do  you  fancy  you  could  now  ?**  said  the 
Colonel,  ^'minute's  the  time  allowed — what 
dy'e  say — ^have  you  a  mind  to  try — do  you 
think  you  could,  eh  P' 

^*I  don't  know,"  replied  Laygent,  rather 
dubiously,  '^  I  don't  think  I  could,  but  I'll  try, 
if  you've  no  objection  just  for  the  fun  of  the 
thing — for  I  don't  care  a  rush  about  being 
laughed  at,  as  I  most  probably  shall,  if  it  will 
afford  any  amusement  to  the  rest." 

''Then  sit  still  Jerry,"  said  the  Colontl 
holding  up  a  tempting  pine,  *'  sit  still  Jerry — 
and  you  shall  have  this  pine  apple — mind  you 
mui'nt  laugh  nor  move — steady  Jerry — steadjr.'' 
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lygtnt  began  to  wink,  first  one  eye, 
be  othefj  then  both  together;  an  d  next 
hk  t^oaa^  and  moke  all  manner  of  faees« 
t  move  Jerry,'*  continued  the  Coto- 
the  time's  up— steady  Jeny,  steady/' 
^  hanged  if  I  can  be  steady  any 
exclaimed  Laygent^  suddenly  start- 
his  fixed  postm^  and  rubbing  his 
rthe  rery  moment  I  tried  to  keep 
tiling  or  other  seemed  to  tickle  my 
ifemallyj  that  had  I  been  to  die  for 
haye  bonie  it  no  longer/' 
h  every  body  laughed  very  heartily, 
tf>*  again  do>'*  said  the  ColoneL 
know  iu  of  no  use,"  snid  Laygent, 
tied  tone,  which  made  every  body 
0,  in  which  the  subject  of  it  joined 
as  any  one  of  them. 

moment  a  servant  came  into  the 
i  addressed  liia  master  in  an  under 
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«  He  be  hanged/'  said  the  Colonel,  addres- 
sing [the  seryant,  "  I  can't  see  him  or  any  one 
else  upon  business  now.  Here,  tell  him  to 
walk  in  here,  and  say  we  shall  be  happy  to  see 
him  to  take  a  glass  of  wine  with  us/' 

The  servant  then  retiredi  and  very  shortly 
after  Gribble  the  butler  made  his  appearance^ 
and  walking  up  to  his  master  appeared  to  be 
pressing  him  to  do  something  he  was  unwilling 
to  comply  with. 

'^PU  do  no  such  thing,"  said  the  Colonel 
impatiently,  '^  tell  Mr.  Cobrobyn  either  to  come 
in  here  and  say  what  he  has  to  say,  or  else  to 
be  off  about  his  businP4is ;  I  will  not  be  broken 
in  upon  in  this  way  to  please  him  or  any  one 
else." 

The  butler  then  departed  to  execute  bis 
master's  orders,  and  Mr.  Cobrobyn  himself, 
shortly  afterwards  entered  the  room. 

''Why, who  the  divil  have  we  got  he-awe  ?" 
drawled  out  Mr.  Reginald  Dobson,  eyeing  the 
attorney  through  a  glass  which  he  had  stuc 
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into  bis  pudding  cheek,  glancing  ftltemately 
»t  the  mahogany  tops  and  kill  joy  countenance 
of  the  man  of  business.  What  can  he  be — an 
ondertakaw  or  a  methodist  preachaw,  eh  >" 

"Neither  one  nor  t'other,'^  replied  Gubbins; 
"but  somemut  like  the  first,  p^raps  for  he'll 
undertake  any  dirty  jdb  he  can  get  money  by, 
and  lives  by  other  people's  misfortunes  j  I 
bows  un  of  old, « Isring  son  of  a  tnrmot  f*  but 
^<Jw,  or  b  what  manner,  Mr.  Gubbins  did  not 
ttate. 

*Can*t  you  find  a  perch  any  where  ?"  said 
Colonel  Anderson,  addressing  the  subject  of 
Mr.  Gubbins^  observations,  for  bo  one  appeared 
particularly  desirous  of  having  the  attorney  for 
their  neighbour,  "Oh!  I  dare  say  you^U  be 
&Me  to  squeese  yotirself  in  between  Punch  and 
Captain  Dawkins.*' 

"Thank  you  gentlemen,  thank  you,"  said 
Mr.  Cobrobyn,  fetching  a  chair  and  placing 
himself  between  those  two  gentlemen  j  ^*  thank 
you,  I  hope  I  don't  incommode  you— I  am  ex- 
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tremely  sony^^  added  he,  addressing  Colonel 
Anderson^  ^^  extremely  sorry — ^rery  unpleasant 
and  serious  affidr — a  hem.^' 

^'  DonH  keep  croaking  there,  and  be  hanged 
t9  you,''  said  the  Colonel,  ^^  if  you  have  any 
thitig  to  say  out  with  it  at  once,  without  any  of 
y«ur  humbugging  prefaces.'' 

*'Why  Sir,"  replied  the  attorney  in  some 
embarrassment,  ^^  I  really  fcfH  so  unpleasantly 
situated  in  this  affiur — ^perhaps  master  Price,'' 
added  he,  ^^  will  have  the  goodness  just  to  step 
out  of  the  room,  as  the  business  principally  con- 
cerns him.^ 

'^What  Jai.k?  ehl"  replied  the  Colonel, 
^'  no  Jade  shan't  start — stay  where  you  art 
Jack  my  fine  little  fellow,  and  help  yourself 
to  another  glass  of  wine — and  now  out  with  it 
Cock  Robin — ^heard  it  all  before  though — ^know 
;  Jl  about  it." 

'^  With  a  few  embellishments  by  the  young 
;^entleman  in  his  oyrjn  fkvQV  I  hare  no  doubt/' 
abserved  Cobrobyn,  ironically. 
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A«d  pray  Sit/*  interposed  our  young  hero^ 
*''**  right  have  you  to  assume  that  I  hare 
^^  guilty  of  embellishing  a  tale  in  my  owa 
worwyQ^  wishitig  to  give  your  own  accouEt 
^mt  tjujiaction  behind  my  back,  looks  miich 
^^^  hint  an  intention  to  invent  a  falsehood  to 
•"■"•t  yonr  own  version  of  it/' 

*  80  it  does  young  u'n — go  it  young  u'n— 
™^*  Jour  tort — drop  into  on  little  tin  ;**  ex- 
^^med  Gubbini,  on  whom  the  Hquida  of 
^hich  he  had  imbibed  several  varietiei,  had 
^^y  begun  to  hare  a  visible  effect. 

"  Hiuh !  Hush  !  sikuee  in  the  court/'  caUed 
^iht  Colonel^  with  mock  solemnity  ;  '*  devil* 
'k  good  joke — here  I  miy,  w€*ll  put  Jack  upon 
tm  tml-^I  jadge>  Twaddle  and  the  rest  of  you 

''And  m  be  the  bttW  fellow's  adrocat*/' 
in%TUpted  Laygeiit* 

H  think,  Mr.  I-aygcnt,*'  *aid  Mr.  CobFoby&i 
tith  a  sne«r,  ^Hhat  you  are  always  too  feady  to 
tedsr  your  scmcta  on  sucb  o^casioms.'^ 
m  $ 
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''  That  Sir/*  lepUfid  Liygent  gnnreljr,  but  at 
the  same  lime  wiA  m  peifcct  eominaBd  of  tem- 
per, ''that  SBr  is  only  m  ^Mseition,  I  nwdd  re- 
eommend  you  to  «itate  *fiACte«— I  know  it  is  i^t 
of  your  usual  piractioe  and  it  may  ke  diffieult, 
bot  I  still  adrise  you  to  do  so  if  ywi  oaa.'^ 

^'  Vm  blowed  if  we  Aan't  baire  «l«ga  in  a 
saw  pltj  between  tibese  bcMtwo  lawyers,  afo^ 
lofig/^  said  Gubbim,  by  no  meros  Jiaple—ed 
with  the  notion. 

'^  Order,  order/^  said  the  Colonel,  in  a  loud 
YOice,  '*  and  pray  silenoe  whilst  the  trial  pro- 
ceed8«  Now  Ck>ek  Robin— whist-^tart— get 
atong — keep  moving/' 

''  But  my  dear  Colonel/'  intefrupjted  doctor 
Mangles,  '^you'U  pardon  me,  but  I  fear  you 
are  hardly  keeping  up  the  dignity  of  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  by  these  proeeedinga.'' 

''The  dignity  of  a  jackabs/'  i^fdied  the 
Colonel, 

'*  But  you  must  remember  that  youVe  a  ma- 
giitrate  yoursdf  Colonel,'' again intemipiedtiie 
doctor. 


THB  THBEE  STUDENTS.  197 

''Devil  a  bit,^  replied  tlie  Colonel,  "Vm  no 
magistrate — neyer  was^  and  never  will  be  IVe 
quite  enoi]^h  to  do  with  my  own  blackguards* 
without  troubling  myself  with  those  of  all  the 
parishes  round^-Fd  see  them  all  considerably 
hanged  first,  and  would'nt  do  it  then.  And  so 
now  gentle  redbreast — whist — ^start  along — 
keep  moving/' 

'^Really  my  dear  Sir^  I  don't  consider 
what  I  hare  to  state  is  a  mattar  ti»  jest  upon^'* 
said  Mr.  Cobrobyn,  assuming,  a  very  gmre  tone. 
^  Here  is  a  respectable  man  in  the  oecupation 
of  landed  property,  he  sees  a  young  lad  tres- 
passing on  his  grounds,  who  not  only  refuses 
to  go  off  the  premises  on  being  civilly  re- 
quested to  do  so  ;  but  after  pelting  the  party 
and  wounding  him  severely  with  several  stones 
which  knock  him  down  stunned,  kicks  him 
witflst  lying  insensible  on  the  ground  and  ac- 
tually winds  up  the  whole  by  setting  a  fierce 
(tog  upon  him,  that  tears  him  in  a  dreadful 
manner,  so  that  he  now  lies  in  a  most  precari- 
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a  US  atate^  suffering  great  pain  and  anguish 
from  the  serious  injuries  which  he  has  res 
ceived/' 

This  was  a  very  serious  charge,  but  it  was 
nevertheless  received  with  shouts  of  laughter. 
^'  Really  Colonel  Anderson/^  said  the  man 
uf  business,  betraying  rather  more  warmth 
than  be  had  ever  before  presumed  to  express 
in  the  presence  of  his  principaL  ^^  Really 
Colonel  Anderson,  this  affair  is  not  a  matter 
to  laugh  at/* 

'^  And  is  that  your  case."  enquired  Mr.  Lay* 
gent. 

''Yes  it  is/*  replied  Cobrobyn,  '^and  I  defy 
you  or  any  one  else  to  say  that  a  more  shamefbl 
case  ever  occurred.** 

*^  I  don't  believe  there  ever  did,  as  far  as  you 
and  your  client  are  concerned,''  interposed 
doctor  Mangles,  **for  between  you,  you've 
contrived  to  fabricate  a  grosser  tissue  of  false- 
hoods^ than  t  had  believed  it  possible  for 
human  ingenuity  to  have  strung  together  out 
of  such  slender  materials." 
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^Indeed  Sir/^  said  Cobrobyn,  looking  very 
"»«ch  surprised. 

"Yes  Sir/'  continued  the  doctor^  **for  I  was 
ui  eye  witness  to  the  whole  affidr,  and  there's 
not  one  word  of  truth  in  all  you've  said." 

"Why  really  Sir,"  said  the  attorney,  betray- 
ing great  embarrassment,  ^^  upon  my  word  Sir, 
I  was  not  aware  before,  that  either  you,  or  any 
third  person  was  present,  Mr.  Tofield  nerer 
mentioned  that  circumstance  to  me.*' 

"Or  you  would'nt  have  ventured  quite  so 
ftf  with  your  assertions,"  observed  Laygent. 
"And  now  doctor,"  added  he,  **  will  you  have 
the  kindness  to  state  the  facts." 

Doctor  Mangles  then  said,  that  feeling  de» 
'U'oas  to  return  homewards,  he  had  proceeded 
to  call  Jack,  when  looking  over  the  hedge  of 
the  meadow  in  question,  he  saw  the  whole  of 
the  transaction  in  the  manner  we  have  before 
narrated  to  our  readers. 

"And  this  Sir,  you  will  undertake  to  swear, 
to  in  a  court  of  justice"  said  Mr.  Cobrobyn, 
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making  a  Very  awkward  attempt  to  oommence 
a  bullying  cross  examination. 

^'  I  tell  you  what  sirrah/'  replied  the  doctor 
gravely,  '^  Pm  not  in  the  habit  of  making  false 
assertions,  to  me  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  support  the  character  of  a  gentleman/* 

*'  Oh^  yes  I  beg  your  pardon  Sir/'  said  the 
pettifogger^  considerably  confused^  ''  I  hope  no 
offeoce  doctor  Mangles — I  reaUy  beg  yaur 
pardon  Sir.  But,''  added  he,  endeavouring  at 
the  same  time  to  put  on  a  look  of  assurance 
''but  at  any  rate  the  young  gentleman  could 
hare  no  right  to  be  trespasaing  on  Mr.  TofieldV 
lands — for  this  of  course  an  action  will  be 
commenced  against  him  immediately." 

''  That  is  another  assertion  you  know  to 
be  untrue/'  interrupted  Laygent^  ''for  you  are 
aa  well  aware  aa  I  am,  that  Tofield  himself  has 
no  right  whateyor  to  thefiiAery,  which  be- 
longs entirely  to  the  Duke  of  Westford.  And 
so  you  may  give  my  compliments  to  your 
client,  who  I  believe  is  also  ycur  brother-in-law 
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»j  infonn  him  that  I,  as  his  Orace's  steward, 
kt^e  Tery  scriows  intentions  of  bringing  an 
i<^ii  agunst  hia  for  netting  the  river 
vbich  I  hear  be  baa  done  on  more  than  one 
occasion.*' 

'*  Did  I  say  thatMr.Tofield  talked  of  bringing 
an  action,''  said  Cobrobyn,  hesitatingly,  '<  well 
perbaps  I  might  ba^e  said  so;  but  I  had  a 
motire  for  90  doing ;  I  did^nt  mean  that  he 
«%  woold  bring  sa  action.    And  perhaps/' 
^^^  he,  rising  from  his  seat,  and  walking  up 
^  Jack,  whom  he  now  thought  proper  to  ad- 
*e8s  in  a  very  kind  and  soothing  tome,  ^'  per- 
'^ps  master  Price,  will  be  kind  enough  to  step 
^th  me  for  a  minute  dr  two  into  the  next 
'<)<nn«   1  dare  say  we  shall  be  able  to  arrange 
tke  mattcr-^ome  master  Price  shall  we  go  ?" 

**  m  see  you  hanged  first,^'  was  Jack's 
laconic  answer. 

^'But  I  really  wish  something  could  be  ar-  - 
^l^i,^  continued  the  attorney,  *' perhaps 
Colonel  Anderson,  you  would  have  the  kind- 
k3 
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ness  to  interfere  in  the  business.  My  only 
object  upon  my  word  and  honor^  as  a  profes- 
sional man,  was  to  act  as  a  mediator  between 
the  parties — ^and  to  do  the  best  I  possibly 
could  for  my  yoang  iriend  here/' 

*' There  is  another  assertion  you  know  to  be 
untrae/'  remarked  Laygent. 

^^  What  do  you  mean  to  charge  me  with  ?" 
exclaimed  Mr.  Cobrobyn,  his  iiEU^e  becoming 
quite  pale  with  anger,  ^<what  do  you  mean  to 
call  me  Sir,  I  insist  at  once  upon  knowing/' 

''  I  call  you  nothing  at  all,''  replied  Laygent, 
with  most  provoking  coolness,  ^'  but,"  added 
he,  ''  I  believe  you  to  be  what  the  public  in 
general  call  you.'* 

^^  Then  you  mean  to  call  me  a  rasoal  do  you 
Sir  ?  demanded  the  irritated  limb  of  the  law. 

^'  Not  I/'  replied  Laygent,  leaning  back  in 
his  chair,  and  rubbing  his  hands  and  laughing 
heartily,  in  which  every  body  but  the  discom- 
fitted  attorney  participated*  '^And  I  believe  if  the 
public  don't  call  you  so  you  must  be  your  own 
godfather/' ' 
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^Guilty  by  confession/'  exclaimed  doctor 
MaBgleSy  thumping  his  fist  upon  the  table. 

"  Capital  by  the  god  of  war^  and  no  mistake/^ 
exclaimed  the  Major^  and  which  was  re-echoed 
from  Beyeral  other  voices,  that  of  GubbinSi 
being  several  degrees  louder  than  the  rest ;  and 
then  a  hearty  laugh,  at  the  expense  of  the  raa« 
cally  pettifogging  attorney  succeeded,  during 
which  he  thought  proper  to  sneak  off,  cutting 
^nt  as  contemptible  a  figure  as  can  well  be 
imagined. 

''And  now  gentlemen,''  said  the  Colonel,  '^  I 
lappose  you  acquit  the  prisoner,  so  we'll  just 
b^n  to  spend  a  merry  evening — come  Punch 
pass   along    the    bottles,    that's  right,    keep 
moving.'* 
And  a  very  merry  evening  they  had. 
On  the  followlpg  day  Jack  took  his  depar- 
tare,    mounted    on    Tinker,    highly     pleased 
with  his  visit.     Tofield  as  might  be  expected, 
took  no  further  steps,  with  respect  to  the  late 
encounter,  and  Jack  soon  forgot  his  bruises. 
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In  due  time  iht  gnmi  affnr  at  Colonel  An- 
def«on*i  took  phee,  and  went  off  with  great 
cdnt.  Tht  two  illostrions  pefsouogea,  we  haTC 
before  mUoded  to,  were  present  at  the  reriew, 
lod  expressed  Aemadves  highly  gratified  by 
the  soldier-like  manner  in  which  Uie  regiment 
went  thFoa^  its  different  manceorres.  A 
splendid  dgeone  was  giren  on  the  ground,  to 
which  Ihe  greater  part  of  the  rank  and  fisshion 
of  the  county  and  a  great  many  other  grand  folks 
besides,  were  invited ;  the  whole  indeed  wms 
allowed  to  be  the  most  splendid  affair  that  erer 
was  remembered,  and  Colonel  Anderson  was 
at  once  the  envy  and  admiration  of  the  whole 
conntiy  roond. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 


IfVCLVDIIVe    A   PBB10D    OF   ■(▼■K    OA   BIOHT  TBAM  BVT   A 
TBftT  SHOMT  OHArTBR  WBTBBTBSI.BSS. 


We  now  exercise  an  author's  privilege,  by 
jumping  over  a  period  of  seven  or  eight  yeaics, 
with  very  few  observations  upon  intermediate 
events,  which,  memorable  as  they  ever  will  be 
in  the  annals  of  our  country,  had  wrought  little 
perceptible  change  upon  the  good  town  of 
Longpassage.  We  left  it  in  war  and  we  re« 
turn  to  it  in  peace;  yet -still  the  place  is  ap- 
parently the  same.  It  is  true  that  in  common 
with  others  it  had  had  its  proportionate  number 
of  births,   marriages,  and  deaths  ;  some  had 
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grown  rich  and  others  had  become  poor;  but 
there  were  the  same  old  walls  and  gateways  ; 
there  were  the  bay  windows,  and  there  were 
the  almost  interminable  passages,  and  just  at 
many  old  maids  as  ever ;  so  that  our  town  was 
just  as  deserving  of  its  former  notoriety,  as  it 
was  when  we  first  introduced  it  to  our  readers 
notice. 

But  as  time  rolls  almost  imperceptibly  on^ 
people  must  grow  older,  and  boys  in  due  time 
become  men ;  consequently  Jack  Price,  whom 
we  left  a  handsome  boy  of  thirteen  had  now 
become  a  fine  manly  fellow  of  one  and  twenty. 
Now  notwithstanding  the  preceding  seven  or 
eight  years,  had  wrought  so  little  apparent 
change  in  the  town  of  Longpassage,  they  had 
formed  a  very  important  part  of  our  hero's 
lifetime;  during  which  he  had  arrived  at 
man's  estate  with  greater  credit  than  some 
of  the  kind  friends  of  his  youth  had  predic- 
ted. The  Miss  Vanbrunners,  and  some 
other  ancient  virgins  of  Jack's  acquaintance, 
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iiid  often  expressed  their  surprise  that  Mrs. 
Price  should  have  exposed  so  unsteady  a 
iad  as  Jack^  to  so  many  temptations^  as  a 
umTersitf  afforded,  particularly  Cambridge — 
that  being  the  one^  she  had  fixed  upon'  for 
hinh  If  he  had  gone  to  Oxford^  the  amiable 
tpinstos  would  most  undoubtedly^  have  con- 
ferred a  similar  character  upon  th^  latter  uni- 
Tenity. 

It  had  also  been  prophesied  by  the  spinsters 
•foresaid,  that  if  Jack  was  not  finally  expelled 
as  most  probably  he  would  be,  he  must  be 
rnstiGated  and  plucked  over  and  over  again ; 
whilst  the  idea  of  his  ever  obtaining  a  degreci 
vas  pronounced  to  be  totally  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

Now  it  really  seemed  as  if  the  person  in  whom 
they  appeared  to  take  so  lively  an  interest,  de- 
lighted in  thwarting  their  .wishes ;  for  he  was 
neither  expelled,  rusticated  nor  plucked  $ 
but  took  his  degree,  and  a  very  high  stand 
amongst    the  wranglers    and  haying  leffc    a 
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^ 


creditable  name  behind  bim  at  college^  was 
at  the  time  we  resume  our  story,  gradoally 
approaching  towards  the  dignity  of  a  banis- 
ter's wig  and  gown,  by  eating  the  usual 
number  of  dinners  at  one  of  the  principal  inns 
of  court,  without  the  remotest  probability  of 
his  doing  any  thing  to  disgrace  hia  cfaanicter  as 
a  gentleman. 

This  was  really  too  bad  of  him,  for  those 
inveterate  Vanbnmner  spinsters,  hearing  from 
time  to  time  of  the  conspicuous  figure  he  made 
at  steeple  chaces,  rowing  matches,  cricket,  and 
sundry  other  idle  and  unprofitable  exercises 
whilst  at  college;  as  well  as  in  hunting, 
shooting,  and  fishing  whilst  at  home,  had 
all  along  entertained  very  sanguine  hopes 
of  their  malevolent  predictions  being  re- 
alised— and  then,  not  only  to  be  so  fre- ' 
quently  disappointed,  but  after  all  for  him 
actually  to  obtain  distinguished  honors,  an3 
perhaps  at  some  future  period  to  bring  himself 
into  distinguished  notice  at  the  bar  !     It  was 
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mBj  loo  moch  for  lacties  of  such  excitable 
^itpomtionB,  and  certainly  proved  a  source  of 
deep  mortification  to  them. 

About  this  time  their  nephew  Mr.  Oerald 
yanhrunner;,  left  Oxford^  but  without  having 
taiien  his  degree. 

We  joat  before  remarked  that  Jaok  had  be- 

ooae  a  fine  manly  fellow ;  but  fttill  he  waa  not 

wbt  BiottTOuag  ladies  who  read  romasices  and 

stidy  sentimeBtal  novelsy  carry  in  their  mind's 

ejre^as  Ae  beau  ideid  of  manly  beauty.  This  they 

umnably  picture  to  their  imaguiations,  as  a 

wy  tall  personage  of  a  slight  figure,  with  very 

dark  eyes,  very  black  hair,  and  perhapamousta- 

cbeoes,  possessing  a  melancholy  kind  of  melo- 

dnmatic   cast  of  countenance,  and  k>oking 

miKrably  interesting,  as  if  some  dreadfully 

mysterious  secreCy  was  pressing  heavily  upon 

his  conscience,  and  undermining  his  oonstitu- 

tion.    But  Jack  had  nothing  of  this  about 

him,  for  he  was  not  remarkably  tall,  nor  of  a 

▼ery  slight  figure ;  neither  were  his  eyes  very 
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dtirk^  nor  was  his  hair  black.    His  face  also  was 
not  a  long  one^  and  so  fitr  from  looking  either 
pale  or  melancholy,  formed  a  perfect  picture  of 
health  and  good  humour^  with  as  honest  an  ex- 
pression as  one  would  wish  to  set  eyes  upon. 
And  with  all  his  defects  the  young  ladies  of  his 
acquaintance,  one  and  all  agreed,  that  they 
knew  no  one  half  so  good  looking  or  agreeable 
as  Jack  Price ;  whilst  his  character  and  general 
good  conduct  were  such,  that  though  full  of 
mirth  and  fun,  even  the  very  mamn^as  and 
aunts,   considered  him  as  a  privileged  person, 
quite  different,  as  they  said  from  moat  other 
young  men.    The  only  individuals  indeed,  who 
really  seemed  to  dislike  him  were  the  whole 
house  of  Vanbrunner,  but  why  or  wherefore, 
Jack  was  wholly  at  a  loss  to  conjecture,  though 
the  truth  is,  he  thought  6r  troubled  his  head 
very  little  about  the  matter. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


A  FBW  HOVaS  AT  AW  BTSHllfO  PABTT. 


''  Chablottb  my  love/'  said  Mrs.  Johnstone, 
-«ddressing  the  younger  of  her  two  daughters, 
u  those  ladies  were  proceeding  together  in  a 
fly  through  the  High  street  of  Longpassage  to 
sn  evening  party  at  lady  Rawlinson^s  ;  '^  Char- 
lotte my  loye,  I  forgot  to  mention  to  you  before 
that  yoa  ought  not  to  have  permitted  Mr. 
Price  to  kiss  you  in  the  manner  he  did  last 
CTcning." 

«'La!      MV'   replied  Charlotte,  blushing 
very  deeply  at  the  same  time,  ''  why  nobody 
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minds  Mr.  Price  kissing  them — besides  he 
kissed  erewf  pretty  girl  in  the  party^  and  : — 

''Stop  love,  and  listen  to  me/^  continued 
Mrs.  Johnstone,  ''his  kissing  every  pretty  girl, 
who  will  allow  him  to  take  such  a  liberty,  is 
the  impropriety  I  complain  of;  for  if  he  does  this 
to  all,  can  you  for  a  moment  suppose  that  he 
has  any  serious  intentions  with  respect  to  any 
one  of  them.*' 

"  Indeed  M'a,**  said  the  daughter,  and  she 
sighed  as  she  said  so,  ^'  indeed  M'a  Vm  sure  he 
dosn't  mean  any  thing  serious  with  me." 

"  Then  it's  high  time  you  should  be  more 
guarded  in  your  conduct  towards  him,'*  retorted 
Mrs.  Johnstone.  "  Consider  what  other  young 
nen  might  think  if  they  knew  it.  Would'nt 
they  very  naturally  conclude  that  th^  might  all 
do  the  same  thing." 

"  Oh  dear  no,"  replied  Charlotte,  with  some 
earnestness,  '*  Td  never  permit  any  one  dse  to 
do  so,  indeed  I  would'nt.*' 

'<  That's  not  at  all  what  I  mean,"  continued 
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the  mtmma,  ^  what  I  mean  is,  that  young  men 
nerer  isii  to  think  lightly  of  young  ladies  who 
aDow  tfiemaehnes  to  be  Idased  by  other  young 
men.  I  don't  neast  >to  say  that  there  is  any 
gntt  harm  in wiiat  Mc Prioehas  done — ^but 
b  there  the  sligfaftert  dianoe  of  its  leading  to 
aay  thbg  more^^^hat's  what  I  wish  to  Imow/' 

<*No  If 'a  Ym  sure  there  isjnoL" 

^llen  once  for  all,  I  insist  upon  it  you 
instantly  alter  your  conduct  towards  him,  and 
eonsider  appearances.  At  the  same  time  I 
woald'nt  recommend  you  to  be  too  resermed  to 
Um;  for  we  don't  know  what  may  even  yet 
happen,  and  whatever  yon  do,  coatiaTefor'the 
ptsent  at  least  to  moke  him  think  you  hoirea 
h^  (pinion  of  him.  flhat  you  think  him  vexy 
ofe?er  and  all  that--tet  still  he  oareful  about 
^q^earanoes,  which  must  be  regarded  beyond 
every  other  consideration  whaterer/' 

This  manoeuvring  woman  had  judged  that 
in  imperfect  light  like  that  the  inside  of  the 
fly  then  afforded,  was  best  adapted  for  admo^ 
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^ 


nitions  like  those^  she  bad  just  then  giTen 
her  daughter — an  opinion  we  do  not  pre- 
sume to  dispute — and  just  as  she  brought  her 
lecture  to  a  close,  the  carriage  drew  up  at  its 
plate  of  destination,  and  the  two  ladies  stepped 
.  out  and  tripped  into  the  house. 

^'  Oh  I  really  am  so  glad  to  see  you  this 
evening/'  said  Lady  Rawlinson,  **  now  I  do 
declare  this  really  is  kind  of  you ;  for  I*ve  been 
erery  moment  fearing  you  might  send  an  ex- 
cuse, on  poor  dear  Emma's  account, — I  hope 
she  is  much  better  this  evening  ?'' 

^'Alas!  No  my  dear  Lady  Rawlinson,'' replied 
Mrs.  Johnstone,  assuming  the  pathetic,  *'  lam 
sorry  to  say  she  is  still  very  much  indisposed, 
and  I  could  hardly  prevail  upon  my  dear  Char- 
lotte to  leave  her;  indeed  they  are  so  affection- 
ately attached  to  each  other,  that  it  seems  quite 
cruel  to  separate  them  for  ever  so  short  a 
time." 

If  this  were  true  their  mamma  was   acting 
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reiy  craelly  towards  them,  for  she  had  left  no 
ttone  tmtnmed,  to  get  her  daughters  married, 
which  woold  most  assuredly  have  produced  that 
cmelrefult. 

"Come  Charlotte  love/^  said  Mrs.  John- 
stone, taking  her  daughter's  arm,  <' shall  we 
walk  into  the  card  room,  and  see  what  our 
good  friends  are  doing  there ;  and  having  so 
■aid,  the  mother  and  daughter  proceeded  to 
the  card  room. 

•*How  d'ye  do,  how  d'ye  do,"  said  Mrs. 
Johnstone,  and  bowing  to  her  acquaintance  at 
the  different  card  tables,  and  assuming  her 
company  tone  of  voice  and  manner — Many 
peraons  like  Mrs.  Johnstone  have  their  com« 
pany  tone  of  voice  and  manners^  which  art 
q[Qite  different  from  those  they  employ  on 
ordinary  occasions — Mrs.  Johnstone  could  be 
"-^nd  when  quite  at  home,  was,  a  very  vulgar 
woman. 

*•  Ah  my  dear  Mrs.  Price,  how  d'ye  do,  how 
d'ye  do,"  aaid  Mrs.  Johnstone,  addressing  the 
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venerable  old  lady  we  have  before  alluded  to, 
and  upon  whose  benevolent  features  the  inter- 
inediate  yewi^  seemed  to  have  wrought  bat 
little  change — ^  Charlotte  my  love^  Mrs  JUce,^' 
added  the  mamma  glancing  sigmficantly  to  her 
daughter,  by  which  &iie  latter  understood  she 
was  to  bend  to  Mrs  Price,  and  smile  civilly; 
and  so  she  bent  to  Mrs.  Price  and  smiled 
civilly  accordingly. 

A  very  merry  peal  of  laughter  just  at  that 
moment  came  from  an  adjoining  room,  the 
door  of  which  was  partly  open,  and  towards 
which  Chariotte  looked  rather  wistftilly,  and 
then  at  her  mamma ;  but  finding  no  enoour- 
agement  from  the  latter  quarter,  she  sawtiiat 
it  was  planned,  that  she  was  to  be  detained  by 
her  mamma's  side  for  the  present,  where  abs 
remained  as  contentedly  resigned  to  her  fate, 
as  a  chained  up  pointer  is,  when  he  sees  his 
master  start  on  a  shooting  excursion. 

*'  Now,  Mr  .Price  !*' exclaimed  a  female  voice, 
and  a  very  sweet  one  too,  from  the  adjoining 
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room,  "I  declare  you  shall  not," — then  a 
nistliflg  of  a  lady's  dress^  and  a  light  titter 
foUowed. 

"There  did  I  not  tell  you  he  would/'  said 
another  female  voice. 

''Oh  yourade  man,  do  go  away — I  declare 
Vjt  agreat  mmd  to  be  very  angry  with  you/' said 
the  first  Yoice,  but  in  any  thing  but  an  angry  tone. 
A  slight  blush  here  flushed  over  Charlotte's 
features,  as  she  glanced  anxiously  towards  the 
half  opened  door,  from  whence  these  sounds 
proceeded.     This   did  not    escape  her  wary 
parent's  scrutiny,  who  with  an  emphatic  nod 
of  the  bead  and  in  an  under  tone  said,  ^*  Char- 
lotte be  more  guarded.** 

"Tes  I  will  m'aV'  answered  the  obedient 
daughter.  Here  there  was  another  titter,  and 
another  rustling  sound,  as  of  many  ladies' 
stresses,  which  terminated  in  a  hearty  laugh, 
that  of  a  single  male  voice,  being  rather  more 
andible  than  the  rest. 
"  I  wish  those  young  people  in  the  other 
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roonij  would'nt  make  such  a  racke V  exclaimed 
Miss  Letitia  Vanbrunner,  from  the  quadrille 
table. 

"  Quite  in  the  bear  garden  style/'  growled 
Mrs.  Hester — "It's  Lady  Rawlinson's  peculiar 
way  of  entertaining  her  company,  umph  !" 

'*  Oh  do  pray  let  young  people  enjoy  them- 
selves whilst  they  can,"  interposed  Mrs  Price, 
and  in  a  very  different  tone  from  that  of  the 
virgin  sisters. 

*'Oh!  then  that  is  what  you  call  young 
people  enjoying  themselves,  is  it,  eh  ?  umph/' 
continued  Mrs.  Hester. 

*^  I  usedto  think  so,  and  so  did  you  and  Letty 
too,  when  we  were  young  ourselves,*'  replied 
Mrs.  Price,  bestowing  at  the  same  time  an  arch 
but  perfectly  good  humoured  smile  upon  the 
two  spinsters.  ''And  if  I  recollect  right," 
added  she,  "you  and  Letty  used  to  like  a 
qierry  kiss  under  the  mistletoe,  as  much  as 
any  two  young  ladies  I  ever  was  acquainted 
with.'' 
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**  Indeed  I  did  no  such  thing/'  said  Miss 
**titia,  in  chaste  indignation,  '*  I  could  never 
^^Tt  it." 

*0h  yes  but  you  could  though,"  said  Mrs 
**cster,  <' except  at  the  time  when  you  orer 
ncard  Sir  John  Price  say  that  he  was  obliged 
^  give  you  a  kiss  now  and  then,  to  keep  you 
"*  good  humour,  and  to  prevent  your  telling 
^»  of  your  sisters,  hah !  hah !  hah  !'* 

"I  have  no  patience  Mrith  your  indelicate 
**lasions/*  almost  screamed   the  angry   Miss 
^tia,  whilst  Charlotte  Johnstone,  found  her- 
'^u  00  able  to  repress  a  smile. 
**Oki!  eh!"   said  Mrs.  Hester,  addressing 
^Wlotte,  and  scowling  on  her  till  she  had 
^Dpletely    stared  her  out  of   countenance. 
^'Then  I  find  you  are  not  shocked  at  all  this 
*^n7cr8ation  that  has  been  going  on — I  thought 
^^WM  part  of  a  young  lady's  education  now  a 
^Jh  to  hunt  out  indecent  constructions  upon 
every  possible  subject ;  and  to  look  exceedingly 
ihocked  accordingly  ch  ?  umph  !" 
l2 
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*•  I  don't  know  really  ma'am/'  replied  Char- 
lotte timidly. 

^^And  I  suppose^''  continued  Mrs.  Hester, 
^^  you  never  heard  of  kissing  under  the  mistletoe 
before — kissing  under  the  rose  is  the  order  of 
the  day  now,  is'nt  it  eh,  umph  ?" 

^^  I  really  do'nt  understand  you  ma'am/'  rc- 
[)Iied  Charlotte,  blushing  to  the  very  tips  of 
her  fingers." 

"  No  I  suppose  you  do'nt — Oh  no!  hah !  hah ! 
hah !''  continued  Mrs  Hester  with  one  of  her 
bitter  laughs,  ^'  dear  me  how  imsophisticated, 
hah  !  hah  !  hah  !  innocence  personified,  hah  ! 
hah!  hah!" 

^'  She  is  indeed,''  said  her  mamma  smiling 
benignly,  first  on  her  daughter,  and  then  on 
the  rest  of  the  company. 

^^  And  of  course  has  never  thought  of  such  a 
thing  as  looking  out  for  a  husband,  or  heard  of 
such  a  thing  as  a  marriage  settlement,  eh  ? 
uinph  ?"  enquired  Mrs.  Hester  ironically. 

'^  Oh  fie,  Mrs.  Hester,  you  really  must  not 
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put  such  ideas  into  the  poor  child's  head/^  said 

the  mammai  straggling  hard  but  yet  success- 

foUj  to  hide  her  vexation  beneath  her  ever 

reidy  smile;  ''and  now  come  love/'  said  she 

addressing  her  daughter,  '^  let  us  go  and  see  if 

the  dancers  are  ready  to  begin/'  And  taking  her 

daughter's  arm  the  maipma  glided  off,  looking 

amisbilifey  itself;   but  if  any  one  could  have 

Kad  her  heart,  they  would  have  discovered  that 

sbe  was  wishing  Mrs.  Hester  Vanlminner,  and 

perhaps  some    others  of  the  company,  in  a 

place  we  beg  to  say  nothing  at  all  about; 

The  apartment  Lady  Rawlinson  had  devoted 

^  the  dancers  was  only  partially  filled  at  the 

tune  Mrs.  Johnstone  and  her  daughter  entered  * 

1^  for  scarcely  half  the  company  had  then  ar- 

nved.    Still  there  were  some   mammas  and 

chaperonea  with  young  ladies  under  their  guar- 

aisDship  seated  around  the  walls ;  there  were  a 

few  groaps  of  men  of  different  ages  standing 

about  and  talking  together ;  whilst  one  solitary 

young  man  who  either  fancied  himself  a  victim 
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to  the  tender  passion,  or  had  become  silly  by 
a  too  intense  study  of  the  works  of  Moore  or. 
Byron,  might  be  discovered  leaning  with  folded 
arms  against  the  wa  1,  looking  sulky,  but  in- 
tending to  look  interestingly  misanthrophical. 
One  booby  of  this  description,  but  rarely  more, 
was  usually  to  be  found  at  all  parties  and  as- 
sembles about  the  period  we  now  allude  to, 
nor  is  the  species  even  yet  extinct.  The 
greater  part  of  the  gentlemen  on  this  occasion 
however,  consisted  of  young  men  from  school, 
who  had  just  assumed  long  tailed  coats,  and 
Bttff  starched  white  neckcloths,  the  toga  ririlis 
of  the  year  1816,  but  which  was  at  that  parti- 
cular epoch  assumed  at  an  unusually  early 
period  of  !ife.  Some  indeed  had  arrived  at 
maturity  and  a  few  were  rather  beyond  it ;  still 
the  adults  were  few  in  number,  as  compared 
with  the  rest  of  the  male  members  of  the 
company.  These  juvenile  men,  particularly 
some  from  the  military  college  at  Sandhurst, 
were  at  the  time  we  speak  of  held  in  higher 


esteem  than  common;  for  quadrilles  having  been 
recently  iDtroduced^  or  rather  revived,  those 
yoang  gentlemen  had  been  at  no  small  pains 
during  the  intervals  between  drill  and  study, 
to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  different  figures, 
which  considering  the  present  polka  mania,  no 
one  can  now  be  surprised  at.  But  the  quadrille 
mania  was  more  limited ;  for  at  the  time  we 
ipeak  of,  the  full  grown  beaux,  having  more 
important  matten  to  attend  to,  had  neglected 
to  learn  the  various  figures ;  yet  at  most  of  the 
young  ladies  were  partially  insane  in  their 
eagerness  for  quadrille  dancing,  they  preferred 
anything  in  the  shape  of  a  partner  to  sitting 
itill,  during  any  one  of  the  dances. 

Now  Jack  and  a  few  of  the  prettiest  girls  of 
the  party,  who  had  eluded  the  vigilance  of  their 
chaperones,  whilst  the  latter  were  occupied  at 
the  various  card  tables,  had  taken  possession 
of  a  snug  little  apartment  adjoining  the  card 
room,  where  they  managed  to  pass  the  time 
away  very  agreeably* 
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Now  the  prettiest  girl  of  the  whole  party, 
who  was  Mr.  Laygcnt's  eldest  daughter, 
had  began  to  question  Jack^  on  a  subject  he 
felt  deeply  interested  in^  and  which^  although 
we  have  not  hitherto  mentioned^  will  have  a 
great  deal  to  do  iivith  the  subsequent  part  of 
Qur  tale. 

"  Mr.  Price/*  said  Rose  Laygent^  and  a  very 
pretty  musical  voice  had  Rose^  "  now  you  pre- 
mised the  next  time  you  saw  me,  you'd  tell  me 
something  more  about  the  lady  you  admired  so 
inuch,  and  fell  so  desperately  in  love  with  at 
first  sight.'* 
"  I   wish   I   could,"   answered  Jack ;  "  but 

unfortunately  I  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  of 

her  since.** 

"  Who  !    what  is  that  ?'*   exclaimed  half  a 

dozen  eager  voices  almost  simultaneously. 

I   "Ah  !'*  said  Rose  archly,  "I  think  it  fair  to 

tell  you  all,  that  this  gay  young  knight  here  is 

mast  deeply  in  love  with  some  fair  unknown. 

Now  is'nt  it  so  Mr.  Price  ?'* 
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"  1  believe  I  must  plead  guilty  to  the  charge,'' 
npUed  Jack;at  which  confession  every  one  of 
the  young  ladies  laughed,  as  if  highly  amused 
At  what  they  had  just  heard ;  yet  the  laugh  of 
some  of  them  did  not  sound  quite  genuine. 

^And  who  is  this  fair  lady?  and  where  did 
you  first  see  her?"  enquired  Miss  Eliza  Wat- 
ton. 

"At  the  opera,"  said  Jack. 

"And  pray  where  were  you?*'  enquired  Eliza. 

'^  I  was  in  the  pit,''  said  Jack. 

"Andwherewasshe?** 

'  In  one  of  the  boxes,*'  answered  Jack. 

"Then  you  did'nt  speak  to  her,  did  you?" 
wntinned  Eliaa. 

No,"  replied  Jack,  "  I  have  never  spoken 
*^  her,  nor  even  heard  the  sound  of  her  voice."' 

"Bathave  you  seen  her  often  since,"  asked 

Eliza, 

"Oh  yes,  ever  so  many  times,"  observed 
fiose. 

''I  beg,"  said  Eliza,  ^^  you  let  me  examine 
l3 
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my  own  witness  as  that  handsome  young  bar- 
rister said^  that  we  all  admired  so  much  at  the 
asBizes  at  Westford.  Don't  you  remember  Mr* 

1  always  forget  his  name — what  is  it  ?   let 

me  see^  Mr.  Growling — no  that  is  npt  qaite 
the  name  either." 

"  Come^  mv  dears/'  said  Lady  Rawlinson, 
opening  the  door  and  looking  into  the  room. 
*'  Come,  the  musicians  are  in  readiness  to 
begin;''  upon  which  Jack  having  engaged  Rose 
for  his  partner  for  the  first  dance,  and  offering 
her  his  arm,  and  taking  Eliza  Watson,  under 
his  other  wing,  led  them  both  off  to  join  the 
dancers. 

"  Oh  Captain  Dobson  will  you  dance  ?''said 
Lady  Rawlinson^  addressing  apale  pimpled  faced 
young  gentleman  with  an  eye-glass  stuck  in  his 
cheek,  being  no  less  a  personage  than  the  late  en- 
sign of  the*— —shire  militia,now  a  comet  in  the 
lancers;  but  who  being  on  leave  of  absence, 
styled  himself  captain. 

*'  We  nevaw  daunce  me'm,"  replied  Dobson, 
piiUmg  up  his  shirt  collar. 
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'Never  dance/'  said  Lady  Rawlinson,  io 
Mme  surprise ;  "  why  I've  just  introduced  two 
of  your  sisters  to  partners,  and  they  are  now 
preparing  to  sUnd  up.'* 

**  Yaos,  my  sistaws  daunce/'  drawled  Dob- 
soo,  ^'and  a  few  of  the  sixteenth  I've  heawd 
sometimes  make  the  attempt;  but  owas  never 
*>— it's  such  a  bore  !" 

*'  I  suppose  you  mean  then  your  regimenti 
or  rather  the  officers  belonging  to  it  never 
<^Ge/*  remarked  Lady  Rawlinson. 
^  Tawa/'  replied  the  soi'  disant  captain. 
^t  this  time  a  very  odd  looking  man  entered 
the  room,  and  bowing  to  the  mistress  of  the 
bouse  passed  on  to  join  the  Miss  Dobsons,  who 
widi  their  mamma  occupied  the  seats  at  the 
bead  of  the  room. 

''Do  tell  me  my  dear  Miss  Gregson/'  said 

Mrs.  Johnstone,  looking  after  this  last  visiter^ 

and  addressing  a  shrivelled  old  Udy  who  was 

shtrering  under  the  unsuitable  attire  of  a  low 

body  and  short  sieves.    '*Do  pray  tell  mt 

who  that  gentlenfan  is  ? 
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*'That  ma'am/*  replied  Miss  Gregson,  "is 
Mr.  White. 

'^  What  Mr.  Isaac  Belasco  White,  of  Eagle 
Castle?''  enquired  Mrs.  Johnstone  somewhat 
eagerly. 

"  Fes  ma'am,'*  was  the  reply. 

^'Dear  me  how  very  singular/'  said  Mrs. 
Johnstone,  ^^why  I  thought  he  was  on  the 
continent,  when  did  he  return  I  wonder  ?  but,*' 
added  she,  *^  we  know  so  few  young  men  here, 
and  have  so  little  curiosity** — Mrs.  Johnstone 
here  stopped  short,  finding  her  remarks  were 
unheeded  by  the  person  to  whom  they  were 
addressed;  for  doctor  Mangles  had  at  that 
moment  looked  into  the  room,  to  pay  his 
compliments  to  the  mistress  of  the  hous^,  and 
Miss  Gregson*s  eyes  and  thoughts  were  all 
drawn  that  way,  for  as  we  have  already  hinted. 
Miss  Gregson  had  a  strong  peuchanttowards  the 
doctor ;  but  somehow  or  other  the  little  man 
managed  to  slip  out  again  before  she  had  an 
opportunity  of  approaching  suflBciently  near  to 
engage  him  in  conversation.     ' 
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^'And  now  Charlotte/'  said  Mrs.  Johnstone 
kadtng  off  her  daughter  towards  Lady  Rawlin- 
son,  and  addressing  the  former  in  a  low  confi- 
dential tone,  ^'let   us   make   haste   and    get 
mtroduced  to  Mr.  White.'* 

**But  ma'  see,"  said  Charlotte^  **he  is  just 
going  to  stand  up  with  one  of  the  Miss  Dob- 
sons." 

"Well  then  we'll  secure  him  for  the  next 
^  »t  any  rate,"  rejoined  the  mamma,  with  one 
^  her  expressive  nods.  Charlotte  saw  that 
'Monstrance  was  hopeless^  and  her  mamma 
pushing  on  through  the  crowd  soon  reached 
wc  lady  of  the  house,  and  requested  her  to 
^*^Pge  Mr.  White  as  a  partner  for  Charlotte 
»  soon  as  he  should  be  disengaged. 

Now  our  readers  may  naturally  wonder  who 
wig  Mr,  White  was,  whose  acquaintance  Mrs. 
•'ohnstone  appeared  so  anxious  to  cuItiTate. 

In  reply  to  this,  we  can  only  say  what  he 
h*d  been,  nobody  could  tell;  but  at  the 
time  we  speak  of  he  was  supposed  to  be  a  man 
of  very  considerable   property — under  forty 
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certainly,  and  unmarried;  but  no  one  knew 
much  more  about  him,  except  that  he  bore 
the  character  of  leading  an  exceedingly  dissipa- 
ted life. 

In  his  countenance  however,  he  carried  the 
most  evident  proofs  of  being  descended  from 
an  ancient  family ;  for  if  ever  jew  was  stamped 
upon  man^s  face  in  legible  characters  it  was  in 
his — and  a  precious  ill  looking  jew  he  was  too. 
His  whole  appearance  in  every  respect  was  re- 
pusive.  His  head  and  face  which  were  large,  out 
of  all  proportion,  appeared  still  more  so  from 
his  wearing  an  unusual  quantity  of  black  frizzled 
hair,  with  whiskers  to  match ;  whilst  his  legs, 
which  were  too  small  in  every  way,  were 
strongly  contrasted  by  his  broad  flat  feet  and  a 
very  long  and  ill  formed  body.  Like  Mr.  Re* 
ginald  Dobson  he  wore  an  eye-glass  stuck  in 
his  swarthy  cheek,  which  he  kept  in  that  posi- 
tion, by  grinning  with  one  side  of  his  face,  and 
at  the  same  time  disclosing  some  part  of  a 
very  bad  set  of  teeth ;   and   to   sum   up  the 
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whole,  he  afforded  a  good  specimen  of  a  very  bad 
style  of  Israelite. 

And  yet  this  was  the  man  Mrs.  Johnstone  « 
had  taken  so  much  pains  to  secure  as  a  partner 
for  her  daughter !  Well,  in  this  world  we  have 
sometimes  found  that  riches  will  hide  more 
ugliness  than  charity  ever  covered  sins;  and  in  . 
the  present  instance  the  riches  appeared  to  have 
done  both,  Mr.  White  being  as  notorious  for 
the  badness  of  his  character,  as  he  was  remark* 
able  for  the  ugliness  of  his  person. 

Now  Jack  and  Rose,  as  they  were  proceed- 
ing to  take  their  place  in  a  quadrille,  happened 
to  encounter  Mrs.  Johnstone  and  Charlottei 
who  were  awaiting  the  return  of  Lady  Raw- 
linson  who  was  that  moment  in  conference  * 
with  Mr.  White. 

"  Ah  my  pretty  little  friend,"  said  Jack,  ad- 
dressing Charlotte,  "remember  you  are  to 
dance  with  me  the  next  dance,  according  to 
promise,  made  last  evening.'* . 

"Oh     yes/'     replied    Charlotte,    blushing 
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sliijhtly,  "  I  shall  be  most  happy;"  and  so  she 
would  have  been  if  she  had  been  allowed  to  follow 
tfie  bent  of  her  inclinations  in  this  matter. 

^'  Charlotte/'  said  her  mamma^  inflicting  a 
pinch  of  some  meaning  on  her  daughter's  arm/' 
"  Charlotte  love,  you  quite  forget  you're  en- 
gaged to  dance  the  next  dance  with  Mr.  White;' 
and  then  turning  and  smiling  on  Jack^  she 
continued — **  Oh  Mr.  Price,  Lady  Kawlinson 
has  made  a  point  of  Charlotte  dancing  the 
next  set  with  Mr.  White — but  she'll  be  de- 
lighted to  dance  with  you  afterwards  I  dare 
sayj  will  you  not  love?"  and  the  mamma 
treated  Jack  with  a  smile  almost  maternal. 

'*  But  my  dear  ma'am,"  replied  Jack,  in 
some  surprise,  "  you  surely  are  not  going  to 
allow  your  daughter  to  dance  with  this  Mr.  White 
— ilo  you  know  who  he  is  ? — what  could  Lady 
Bawlinson  be  thinking  about.  How  he  is  here  at 
all  is  to  me  a  wonder — shall  I  run  and  speak  to 
her  f" 

"Certainly  not/' said  Mrs.  Johnstone  firmly. 
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^^^ntracting  her  features  into  seriausness. 
*  ^^  well  if  that's  the  case/'  said  Jack, 
^^g  on,  "  I  of  course  can  have  nothing 
^c  to  gay  in  the  matter.  It  is  certainly  your 
•'^r  and  nnf  «,;«-.*> 


mine 


^^y  Mr.    Price,'*   said  Mrs.  Johnstone, 

y^^i  her  hand  upon  his  arm  to  detain  him, 

^  bestowing  upon  him  at  the  same  time,  one 

^^  ^^^  sweetest  smiles — "  you'll   dance  with 

^lotte  bye  and  by,  woa't  you  ?" 

*No  thank  you,"  said  Jack,  turning  away 
^  At  the  same  time  exhibiting  the  most  un- 
«qaivocal  symptoms  of  disgust.  "  No  thank  you, 
^<>t  after  Mr.  Isaac  Belasco  White,  on  any 
*^unt;"  and  then  he  led  oflF  Rose  to  the 
S^sdrille,  leaving  the  mother  and  daughter  in 
*  most  unpleasant  state  of  perplexity.  Both 
^ouined  for  some  minutes  silent,  which  the 
munma  at  length  broke^  by  asking  her  daughter 
f  Mr.  Price  had  in  any  way  shewn  her 
oarked  preference. 
"No  m'a,"  replied  Charlotte,    "he    never 
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has  ,  besides  I   know  he's  in  love  with  some 
body  else,  for  he  told  me  so  himself/' 

"  Indeed  !  who  r"  demanded  Mrs.  Johnstone, 
in  a  tone  of  angry  surprise. 

"I  don't  know,"  replied  Charlotte,  " he  did 
not  mention  her  name,  and  I  did'nt  like  to  ask 
liim  to/' 

•*  Well  then,"  said  Mrs.  Johnstone,  *'  if  he's 
in  love  with  any  body  else,  I  don't  see  that 
there  is  any  great  harm  done  so  far ;  but  you 
ought  to  have  told  me  all  this  before;  and 
now,"  continued  she,  addressing  her  daughter, 
who  ^vas  looking  very  disconcerted  at  the 
course  things  seemed  to  be  taking,  ^^  you  most 
from  this  moment  think  no  more  about  him, 
that  I  insist  upon.  And  so  look  a  little  more 
cheerful  child,  for  here  comes  Lady  Rawlinson 

Her  ladyship's  embassy  had  proved  success- 
full,  and  Charlotte  was  to  dance  the  next  dance 
with  the  wealthy  proprietor  of  Eagle  Castle. 

"  I  think  love,"  said  the  mamma,  "  that  you 
had  better  sit  down  and  rest  yourself  for  a 
iiiument." 
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This  suggestion  was  necessary^  the  poor  girl 
being  so  overcome  with  vexation  and  disap* 
point ment,  as  to  exhibit  strong  symtoms  of 
the  probability  of  hysterics. 

"  Here  Charlotte  my  love/'  said  the  cunning 
parent,  **  try  my  smelling  bottle — it  will  soon 
pass  off  again — it's  nothing  but  the  heat  of  the 
room  I  dare  say.  Well,  I  declare  it's  quite  ridi- 
culous to  see  how  very  warm  the  Miss  Dobsons' 
are  looking — it  must  be  the  heat  of  the  room 
dear." 

But  it  was  not  the  heat  of  the  room,  and 
this  tlie  mamma,  as  well  as  the  daughter,  knew 
perfectly  well. 

And  now,  Le  Panlalon,  UEte,  La  Poule^  et 
cetera  having  been  danced  through,  the  dancers 
dispersed — some  were  leading  their  partners 
round  the  room — others  having  led  theirs  to 
their  seats,  had  either  walked  off,  or  stood  by 
conversing  with  them,  or  else  saying  nothing 
at  all,  and  seeming  only  anxious  to  be  off,  and 
yet  not  knowing  exactly  how  to  manage  it. 
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^'  I  really  do  feel  a  great  inclinatioa  to  kick 
that  fellow  out  of  the  room/*  said  Jack,  ad- 
dressing Rose,  as  they  were  pacing  round  the 
room  together.  The  cause  of  Jack's  anger 
was,  that  Mr.  White  having  relinquished  his 
partner,  was  lounging  about  staring  at  the 
women  through  his  eye-glass,  with  as  much 
effrontery  as  if  they  had  been  so  many  heaps  of 
cattle  exposed  for  sale;  who  as  they  became  con- 
scious of  being  the  objects  of  such  unusual  and 
infamous  scrutiny,  looked  either  exceedingly 
indignant  or  became  painfully  embarrassed. 
At  length  he  advanced  towards  Jack  and  Rose,, 
and  was  about  to  employ  his  eyes  in  the  same 
manner  upon  her  beautiful  person,  when  at 
the  same  moment  they  chanced  also  to  en- 
counter those  of  Jack,  who  shewed  him  plainly 
enough,  that  good  humoured  as  he  usually 
looked,  he  could  sometimes  look  otherwise; 
and  the  jew  fairly  shrunk  beneath  his  frown  ; 
and  was  glad  to  sneak  off,  to  the  further 
extremity   of    the   room.     Here  he  was  im- 
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mediately  joined  by  Mrs.  Johnstone  and  her 
dsogbter,  the  former  of  whom^  in  the  language 
of  the  art,  might  fairly  be  said  to  be  making  a 
dead  set  at  him. 

"  Pm  so  glad  he's  gone/*  said  Rose,  "  but 
don't  have  any  thing  to  say  to  him — he's  far 
beneath  your  notice,  and  I  should'nt  like  you 
to  touch  any  thing  half  so  vile,  even  if  i^  were 
to  punish  him  as  he  so  richly  deserves  for  his 
insolence.'' 

Jack  promised  obedience  to  Rose's  request^ 
and  just  as  he  had  so  done,  one  of  the  young 
men  from  school  stepped  up  to  ask  her  to  dance, 
though  evidently  a  little  embarrassed,  as  if 
dreading  a  refusal,owing  to  one  or  two  illnatured 
rebuffs,  he  had  just  before  received  from  young 
kdies  who  were  desirous  of  a  more  marriageable 
age,  for  the  next  dance  was  to  be  a  country 
dance,  in  which  the  foil  grown  men  were  able 
to  participate,  and  therefore  boy  partners  were 
then  at  a  temporary  discount*  But  Rose's  chief 
pleasure  consisted  in  adding  to  that  of  others,  and 
she  therefore  goodnaturedly  accepted  her  little 
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partner,  who  highly  pleased  with  his  good 
fortune  led  her  off  to  take  their  stations  in  the 
dance. 

"  Oh  my  dear  Mr.  Price,"  said  the  lady  of 
the  house,  laying  hold  of  Jack,  "  will  you  be 
kind  enough  to  ask  one  of  the  Miss  Dobsons 
to  dance — they  are  so  particular  who  they 
dance  with,  that  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  pro* 
cure  partners  for  them.'* 

"And  Tm  particular  too,*'  remarked  Jack, 
'*  and  I  dont  see  why  I  should  dance  with  plain 
women,  unless  they  are  either  agreeable  or 
good-natured,  which  those  young  ladies  cer- 
tainly are  not.*^ 

^'Except  to  oblige  an  old  friend,  who  is 
tired  of  trying  to  find  them  partners,**  said 
Lady  Rawlinson,  *^  and  so  now  I  know  you'll 
dance  with  one  of  them,  won't  you  ?** 

"  To  be  sure  I  will,**  said  Jack,  "which  erer 
you  like,  except  the  one  who  danced  with  the 
Lord  of  Eagle  Castle.** 

**«Wcll  select  -which  you  think  proper,**  said 
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thegoodnatured  hostess ;  and  Jack  immediately 
proceeded  to  carry  his  promise  into  effect. 

Now  these  Miss  Dobsons,  who  were  four  in 
Dumber,  three  tall,  thin,  awkward  and  bony,  and 
one  short  and  crooked,  were  far  from  agreeable 
in  any  way  whatever.  .Their  features  were 
bad,  and  their  complexions  worse.  Their 
manners  too  were  exceedingly  affected,  and  they 
attempted  to  disguise  a  natural  diffidence  in 
society  by  the  assumption  of  ill  breeding; 
whicli  they  were  pleased  to  term  hauteur  !  They 
were  indeed  far  from  nice  young  ladies  in  any 
sense  of  the  word. 

Nor  was  it  fated  that  Jack  should  do  penance 
by  dancing  with  either  of  them  on  that  even- 
u^g  9  [for  just  as  he  was  proceeding  to  ask  the 
one  he  considered  the  least  disagreeable,  a  do- 
mestic came  up  and  handed  him  a  note — yes 
actually  handed  him  a  note ;  for  presenting 
billets  on  silver  salvers,  had  not  at  the  time  we 
speak  of  reached  down  to  baronets'  hous^  in 
the  country. 
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Jack  stepped  aside— opened  it — ^glanced  OTer 
its  contents — looked  very  serious — then  pat  the- 
note  in  his  right  hand  waistcoat  pockety  and 
walked  out  of  the  house. 
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CHAP.  XV. 


IBBWIWO  A  LITTLA  OF  THK  TBAN8IT0BT  NATURS  OV  tUBLV- 

^ART   THINGS ALSO    THAT    A    FUBITD    IN   NXSD    IS   A 

FBIEND  INDKXO — AND   TBT  THAT  SOU*  8X7CH  ABB  SOME- 
TlUtS  TO  BB  MBT  WITH. 


We  most  now  divert  our  attention  from  scenes 
of  festivity,  to  a  mean  looking  apartment^  from 
which  every  thing  was  banished  that  bore  the 
remotest  rdationship  to  comfort*  It  is  true 
many  might  have  been  founds  that  would  hmrt 
presented  a  more  filthy  appearance,  for  the 
walls  looked  as  if  they  had  been  recently  white- 
washed^ and  the  carpetless  floor,  though  never 
doomed  to  undergo  the  process  of  wasbingi 
was  swept  tolerably  clean.  There  were  also 
some  articles  of  furniture  consbting  of  two 
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chairs^  one  without  a  back  and  the  other  with- 
out a  bottom.  There  was  also  an  old  deal 
table^  which  was  prevented  from  tumbling 
to  pieces,  by  thin  plates  of  tin  nailed  on  at  the 
four  corners  and  elsewhere,  as  the  exigency  of 
the  case  required,  but  which  seemed  scarcely 
worth  the  time  and  labour  bestowed  upon  it. 
There  was  also  a  bed  without  curtains  in  one 
corner  of  the  room,  which,  with  a  shattered 
washandstand,  to  which  appertained  a  cracked 
basin  and  a  jug  without  a  handle  formed 
the  only  visible  furniture  of  the  apartment. 

The  solitary  window  of  this  cheerless  room, 
was  .void  of  curtains,  blinds,  or  anything  else  to 
impede  the  veiw  of  a  black  wall,  about  eight  or 
-nine  feet  distant,  which  afforded  anything  but 
an  enlivening  fhrospect*  At  one  end  of  the 
chamber  was  an  ill  contrived  broken  grate  in 
which  some  very  bad  coals  were  emiting  a 
great  quantity  of  smoke,  that  instead  of  as- 
oending  the  chimney  curled  over  the  mantel 
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piece  and  formed  itself^  first  in  dauds  about 
the  ceiling,  and  then  descending  gradually, 
dispersed  itself  throughout  the  whole  apart- 
ment, which,  if  not  the  most  perfect  picture  of 
squalid  wretchedness,  presented  about  as  com- 
fortless an  appearance,  as  can  be  well  imagined. 
In  this  wretched  den,  and  by  this  miserable 
apology  for  a  fire,  was  seated  a  person,  whose 
gentlemanly  appearance  seemed  little  suited  to 
the  place.     But  still  his  dress,  although  con- 
sisting of  costly  materials,  was  dusty  and  put  on 
in  a  careless  and  slovenly  manner,  whilst  his  ne- 
glected linen,unshayenbeardand  careworn  coun- 
tenance^ denoted  but  too  plainly  a  mind  borne 
down  by  the  weight  of  sorrows  of  no  ordinary 
nature.    And  there  he  sat  perfectly  motionless, 
his  eyes  alone  wandering  vacantly  towards  the 
few  surrounding  objects  which  he  heeded  not, 
amidst  the  stunning  influence  of  an  aocumnlAtion 
of  troubles  from  which  he  could  discern  no 
loop  hole  of  escape,  and  was  v^jnly  trying  to 
arouse  hi^  energies  fto  contend  with. 
M  2 
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The  miserable  apartment  we  have  attempted 
to  describe  was  a  room  in  the  debtors,  prison^ 
at  Westford — The  prisoner  was  Colonel  An- 
derson. 

Such  then  is  the  transitonr  nature  of  wordly 
things,  that  'the  man  we  left  in  every  appear- 
ance of  prosperity,  admired,  envied,  courted, 
and  songht  by  all,  we  find  in  the  space  of  a 
very  few  years  an  imprisoned  debtor  in  a 
wretched  cell,  without  one  single  friend  to  assist 
him,  or  even  to  condole  with  him  in  his  mis- 
fortunes* 

How  then  had  this  occurred  ?  for  every  one 
believed  Colonel  Anderson  to  be  a  man  of  large 
fortune,  whilst  his  style  of  living  had  never 
appeared  to  exceed  that  of  other  persons  of  the 
same  income. 

The  tale  is  soon  told.  He  had  always  an  ul- 
aversion  even  to  the  very  name  of  business, 
and  from  time  to  time  had  neglected  to  look 
into  the  state  of  his  affairs,  or  what  is  still 
worse,  had  entrusted  them  to  the  sole  manage- 
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ment  of  his  steward  Mr.  Cobrobyn,  who 
cheated  his  employer  in  every  possible  way^ 
and  so  palpably  too^  that  he  was  compelled  to 
permit  the  same  system  to  be  carried  on 
throughout  the  whole  establishment^  lest  some 
disappointed  menial,  should  acquaint  his  master 
of  his  unfaithful  steward's  ne&rious  practices  $ 
and  during  the  whole  time  the  Colonel  was  ab- 
sent from  his  seal  at  Longlands^  in  attending 
to  his  military  duties,  which  he  was  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  above  period,  this  ruinous 
system  was  carried  on  to  a  most  enormous 
extent. 

The  consequence  of  this  was  that  debts  soon 
began  to  accumulate,  and  mortgage  upon 
mortgage  was  made  to  liquidate  them,  until  at 
length,  Mr  Cobrobyn,  thought  proper  to  in- 
form his  principal  that  he  was  unable  to  raise 
any  more  money  upon  his  property. 

This  information  opened  the  Colonel's  eyes 
to  the  necessity  of  attempting  to  extricate  him- 
self from  the  numerous  difficulties  in  which  he 


246  THE  THREE  8TUDEKT8. 

found  himself  invclved.  His  first  step  was  to 
break  up  his  establishment  at  Longlands^  which 
he  forthwith  advertised  for  sale^  and  the  furni- 
ture and  every  moveable  belonging  to  it  was 
immediately  disposed  of.  This  produced  a 
considerable  sum  of  money,  and  was  applied  in 
discharge  of  some  of  his  most  pressing  demands ; 
but  what  may  we  suppose  his  consternation 
to  have  been,  when  his  steward  informed  him 
that  there  still  remained  debts  undischarged  to 
the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  pounds — a  sum 
the  whole  of  his  remaining  property,  after  pay- 
ing off  incumbrances,  appeared  little  more  than 
sufficient  to  discharge. 

Now  Colonel  Anderson  though  a  thoughtless 
man,possessed  the  highest  principles  of  honesty. 
Directly  therefore  he  received  this  startling  in- 
telligence, he  discharged  his  only  remaining 
servant,  and  his  regiment  being  at  that  time  dis- 
banded,hetookup  his  temporary  residence  at  the 
Red  Lion  Inn  at  Westford,  then  kept  by  Grib- 
ble,  his  former  butler ;  which,  if  not  the  first  rate 
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InD  of  the  place^  was  at  any  rate,  tolerably  well 
stocked,  and  furnished  with  plander  from 
his  late  master.  Here  the  Colonel  purposed 
staying  until  his  estate  of  Longlands — which 
was  shortly  to  be  brought  to  the  hammer — 
could  be  disposed  of.  During  his  stay  at  this 
place,  some  rumours  reached  iiim,  that  his 
steward  had  not  acted  faithfully  in  his  steward- 
ship, which  at  lengthinduced  the  Colonel  to  pro.- 
pose  to  Cobrobyn  the  propriety  of  some  other 
person  going  through  his  accounts  with  him, 
as  well  to  satisfy  his  employer  of  their  correct- 
ness^ as  for  the  sake  of  his  own  individual 
character.  To  this  arrangement  the  crafty 
attorney  pretended  to  acquiece;  but  yet 
contrived  to  throw  every  impediment  he  could 
in  the  way  of  bringing  it  about.  Some  persons 
whom  the  Colonel  suggested  he  objected  to,  as 
beinghis  personally  inimical  to  him  andwhowould 
do  every  thing  in  their  power  that  could  tend  in 
the  slightest  degree  to  injure  him  either  in  for- 
tune or  character ;  and  by  his  own  account,  no 
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poor  man  had  erer  been  beset  by  so  many 
bitter  and  unmerrited  enemies.  And  when  at 
last  a  person  was  mentioned  to  whom  he  could 
alledge  no  objection,  he  atill  managed  to  pnt 
o£f  the  business  for  a  short  time  longer,  until 
he  eonld  procure,  as  he  stated,  the  attendanee 
of  some  parties  then  residing  at  a  distance, 
who  he  said,  could  shew  the  correctness  of 
every  item  in  his  accounts,  and  by  which  ar> 
rangement  the  whole  business  would  in  the 
end  be  considerably  accelerated. 

In  the  mean  time  Longlands  was  contracted 
to  be  sold  to  Snook  Dobson  Esq.  the  M.  P.  for 
Longpassage  already  mentioned,  at  the  price 
of  fifty  five  thousand  pounds,  of  which  five 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  was,  pursuant 
to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  paid  into  Mr. 
Cobrobyn's  hands  by  way  of  deposit,  and  the 
remainder  was  to  be  paid  on  the  completion  of 
the  purchase. 

On  the  evening  of  the  day  the  contract  was 
entered  into^  Colonel  Anderson  was  arrested 
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for  a  debt  of  thirty  pounds^  for  the  amount  of  his 
tavern  bill  during  his  residence  at  the  Bed  Lion^ 
at  the  suit  of  the  landlord  Oribble^  a  villiany  who 
had  robbed  him  of  at  least  as  many  hundreds. 
And  on  that  very  self  same  evening,  and  only  a 
half  an  hour  previously,  by  a  most  singular  coin- 
cidence, Mr.  Cobrobyn  had  been  obliged  to  go  to 
town  upon  some  most  urgent  matters,  and  unfor- 
tunately in  his  haste  had  omitted  to  leave  any 
directions  as  to  where  he  might  be  found,  and 
without  even  hinting  his  projected  journey  to 
the  Colonel,  though  he  had  seen  him  and 
spoken  to  him,  not  ten  minutes  previouisly  to 
his  departure ;  and  what  was  still  more  unto- 
ward, had  altogether  forgotten  to  hand  over 
the  deposit  that  he  had  received  upon  the  sale 
of  the  estate. 

A  fortnight  had    passed    away   since    Mr. 
Cobrobyn's  hasty  departure,  without  any  fur- 
ther intelligence,  and  then  it  began   to  be 
rumoured  that  his  return  was  far  from  certain 
whilst  even  the  route  he  had  taken  was  very 
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doubtful ;  as  he  had  not^  as  he  had  stated  his 
intention  to  have  been^  gone  on  direct  for 
London  j  having  got  out  of  the  coach  at  Basing- 
toke,  and  engaged  a  place  in  one  proceeding 
to  Bristol;  from  which  latter  place,  a  person 
very  much  answering  his  description  had  em- 
barked in  a  vessal  bound  to  America,  which 
had  foundered  in  a  storm,  off  the  south  west 
coast  of  Ireland  on  the  next  day  but  one  after 
she  sailed,  when  every  soul  on  board  had 
perished. 

In  this  state  of  anxious  suspense,  had  Colonel 
Anderson  remained  ever  since  his  arrest,  and 
so  deeply  sensible  was  he  of  the  degradation 
of  being  a  prisoner  in  a  debtors  gaol  that  he 
shut  himself  up  entirely  in  his  wretched  apart- 
ment, which  was  the  cheapest  he  could  procure, 
and  consequently  the  worst,  in  the  whole 
prison.  Here  he  seemed  to  abandon  himself 
to  his  fate,  the  bitterness  of  which  weighing 
heavily  upon  his  mind,  soon  began  to  affect 
both  his  intellects  and  constitution. 
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It  has  been  said  that  a  man  may  just  as  well 
be  dead  and  buried,  as  far  as  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances are  concerned,  as  confii^ed  in 
prison  for  debt;  for  that  he  is  equally  as  likely 
to  be  forgotten  by  them,  in  one  way  as  the 
other.  Be  this  as  it  may,  very  few  of 
Colonel  Anderson's  acquaintances  had  heard 
even  a  hint  of  his  imprisonment,  for  nearly 
three  weeks  afterwards.  The  whole  proceeding 
indeed  seemed  to  have  been  conducted  as  if 
secrecy  was  the  object  of  all  parties.  The 
Colonel  upon  his  arrest,  finding  his  man  of 
business  was  not  to  be  found,  expressed  his 
willingness  to  go  immediately  to  prison ;  and 
neither  procured  the  assistance  of  any  other 
professional  man,  or  took  any  steps  to  procure 
bail,  and  refused  even  to  communicate  with 
any  of  Mr.  Cobrobyn's  clerks  in  their  master's 
absence.  At  length  however,  a  true  and  parti- 
cular account  of  the  Colonels  reverses,  reached 
the  ears  of  some  of  his  acquaintance  at  Long- 
passage,  as  appears  from  a  conversation  that 
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took  place  at  lady  Rawlinson's  party,  over  a 
rubber  of  whist,  and  in  that  very  snug  little 
room,  in  which  Jack,  and  some  of  the  young 
ladies  had  occupied  in  the  early  part  of  the 
same  evening,  and  in  fact  in  little  more  than 
half  an  hour  after  they  had  quitted  it. 

The  whist  party  consisted  of  Billy  Twaddle,and 
liaygent,  opposed  to  Mr.  Dobson  and  doctor 
Mangles.  Twaddle  and  Laygent  had  won  the 
first  treble  in  the  rubber,  and  then  scored 
four  in  the  second  game.  It  was  the  doctor's 
deal,  and  Laygent  had  the  lead. 

**By  the  bye,  how  is  it?"  enquired  Mr. 
Dobson,  during  the  progress  of  the  deal,  ^^  that 
none  of  you  congratulate  me  on  my  litfle  modi- 
cum of  a  purchase — Longlands  I  mean,  eh? 
how  is  it?'' 

Twaddle  and  the  doctor  looked  as  much  as 
to  say  they  did'nt  know  why  they  had*nt,  and 
Laygent  replied,  "  because  Mr.  Dobson  you'ye 
got  the  place  a  great  deal  to  cheap,  and  my 
old  fiiend  the  Colonel,  is  said  to  be  in  want  of 
money,  which  you  certainly  are  not." 
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''You  ara  quite  right  there  Sir/^  said  Mr. 
Dobson  with  a  complacent  look  of  purse  proud 
satisfaction.  ''No^  thank  God^Pm  in  no  danger  of 
starving  for  want  of  a  little  matter  of  money  or 
so  to  find  me  in  necessaries^  hoh  1  hoh  !  hoh !'' 
And  Mr.  Dobson  laughed  very  heartily  at  the 
utter  absurdity  of  such  an  idea. 

''  I  believe  you've  got  the  place  dirt  cheap^" 
said  Twaddle^  picking  up  his  cards  and  begin- 
ing  to  sort  them. 

''I  believe  I  have/'  replied  Mr.  Dobson^ 
''five  thousand  pound  under  its  value  at  the 
very  least.  The  Colonel  must  be  regularly 
done  up,  or  he  never  would  have  let  it  go  at  the 
price  be  did,  hoh !  hoh !  hoh !  But  so  much  the 
better  for  me,  eh.^' 

"  He  is  not  so  badly  off  as  that,  I  hope  and 
trust,"  said  doctor  Mangles,  laying  down  his 
•ards,  which  he  had  just  finished  sorting,  and 
exhibiting  some  degree  of  concern,  whilst  Lay- 
gent  looked  perfectly  confounded  at  the  intelli- 
gence. 
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"  Come^  come,  Laygent  said  Twaddle,  "  why 
don't  you  play — don't  you  know  its  your  lead?" 

^'  Stop,  and  do  have  a  little  patience/'  replied 
Laygent,  getting  out  of  all  patience  himself,  as 
men  usually  are  when  they  desire  others  to  ex- 
ercise that  virtue.  '^  And  do  tell  me,"  added  he, 
addressing  Mr.  Dobson,  ^' what  this  is  about 
Colonel  Anderson?^' 

**  Why,"  replied  Mr.  Dobson^  at  the  same 
time  taking  an  important  pinch  of  snuff,  **  why 
Colonel  Anderson'has  been  arrested  and  is  now 
in  Westford  goal,  where  as  I  am  informed,  he 
is  almost  in  a  starving  state,  for  want  even  of 
the  common  necessaries  of  life." 

Laygent  and  the  little  doctor  looked  perfectly 
astounded. 

^^  I  trust  that  this  is  not  the  case,  and  that 
really  you  have  been  misinformed,'^  said  doctor 
Mangles. 

<'  Tes,  yes,  its  perfectly  true/'  said  Twaddle, 
impatiently,  '^I  heard  it  myself  from  very  good 
authority,  two  or  three  days  since  j  and  also 
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that  his  lawyer^  has  run  away  and  carried  off 
Mr.  Dobson's  deposit  with  him ;  and  that  the 
rest  of  the  purchase  money  won't  pay  one  half 
the  debts/' 

'^Oh  well/'  said  Mr.  Dobson  carelessly, 
*'  that  will  make  no  difference  to  me." 

"I  don't  know  how  that  may  be/'  said 
Twaddle^  coolly,  ^^  but  it  is  generally  supposed 
you'll  have  to  pay  all  the  deposit  money  over 
again.  I  don't  pretend  to  know  any  thing 
about  the  matter  myself — all  I  mean  to  say  is 
that  it  is  supposed  so." 

"  Mercy  upon  me ;  you  surely  don't  mean 
that !"  exclaimed  Mr.  Dobson,  shewing  now 
some  real  feelings  of  distress,  ^'  why  I  had'nt 
the  least  idea  of   any   liability  on   my  part." 

"Very  likely  not,"  said  Twaddle,  drily, 
«  Come,  come,  Laygent,"  added  he,  Do  you 
intend  to  play  another  card  to-night  ?" 

"  No,"  said  Mr.  Laygent,  throwing  down  his 
cards  with  such  a  bounce  upon  ihe  table  as  to 
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cause  every  one  to  start  and  actually  to  alarm 
some  of  the  old  ladies  in  the  adjoining  room* 
— ^^^o,  I  do  not  intend  to  play  another  card 
to  night,  and  how  any  persons  who  have  so 
frequently  partaken  of  Colonel  Anderson's  hos- 
pitality— ^who  have  actually  lived  upon  him  for 
weeks,  aye,  and  months  together,  can  sit  down 
quietly  to  their  amusements,  believing  him  to 
be  in  want  of  even  common  necessaries,  with- 
out the  remotest  intention  of  assisting  hlng^  is 
quite  incomprehensible  to  me.  Human  nature 
is  bad  enough,  but  I  could  scarcely  have  be- 
lieved this  possible. 

'*  Why,  what  the  deuce  are  you  about*  man,** 
said  Billy  Twaddle,  who  had  been  paying  much 
more  attention  to  the  cards  that  Laygent  had 
thrown  down  and  exposed  to  view,  on  the 
table,  than  to  any  part  of  his  observations. 
*'Why,  you've  actually  all  four  honours  in 
your  own  hand,  and  almost  every  trick  besides, 
and  we  only  the  odd  trick  to  get  to  win  a 
bumper — ^Are  you  mad,  Sir — I  &ay,  are  you 
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mad,  that  *you  throw  away  the  rubber  in  this 
wayP^ 

^The  rubber  may  be  hanged  and  you  too  for 
what  I  care/'  replied  Laygent,  and  then  turn- 
ing his  back  upon  the  whole  party,  he  abruptly 
left  the  room. 

''Oh,  do  stay  one  moment,  pray,  my  good 
Sir,''  said  Mr.  Dobson,  running  eagerly  after 
^7S*n1^  at  the  top  of  his  speed,  which  was  not 
considerable^  for  Mr.  Dobson  was  corpulent; 
yet  for  all  this  he  overtook  the  object  of  his 
pursuit,  whilst  the  latter  was  searching  for  his 
hat  in  the  entrance  hall. 

''Oh,  pray^  my  dear  Sir,  do  tell  me,'' in- 
quired the  anxious  Dobson — Do  tell  me 
if  it's  at  all  probable  I  may  have  to  pay  my  de- 
posit money  over  again  ?  I've  the  greatest  re- 
gard for  your  opinion  I  assure  you,  and  though 
I've  been  obliged  to  change  my  attorney,  I 

The  attorney  made  no  reply,  and  having 
found  his  hat,  was  proceeding  towards  the 
door. 
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"Oh,  do  stay  one  moment,  pray/'  continued 
Mr.  Dobson^  "I  know  the  Colonel  to  be  a  man 
of  the  strictest  integrity,  but  do  you  imagine 
he  Wiould  make  me  pay  the  money  over  again^ 
provided  he  could  compel  me  to  do  so/' 

"  I  cant  say/'  replied  Laygent. 

"  But  can  he  legally  recover  it  from  me/' 
said  Dobson,  "  that's  what  I  wish  to  know>  for 
now  that  he's  utterly  ruined,  I  almost  fear  he 
may  be  compelled*'— — 

^^o  consider  his  estate  sold  for  five  thousand 
pounds  below  its  real  value,''  interrupted  Mr. 
Laygent,  and  with  that  remark  he  left  Mr. 
Dobson  staring  after  him  in  heavy  displeasure, 
and  in  a  state  of  great  mental  anxiety  at  the 
idea  of  having  to  pay  the  money  over  again—- 
an  impression  Mr.  Laygent  was  by  no  means 
desirous  of  removing — thinking  it  far  too  light 
a  punishment  for  the  very  unfeeling  manner  in 
which  he  had  spoken  of  the  poor  colonel's  mis- 
fortunes. But  the  truth  of  the  matter  was  that 
l)obson   hated   Colonel   Anderson,  in  conse- 
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quence  of  his  discovering  that  the  latter  had 
nicknamed  him  Sugar-plumbs,  an  offence  he 
never  forgave ;  for  Dobson  was  a  proud  man  in 
his  way,  possessing  a  very  exalted  idea  of  his 
importance,  any  detraction  from  which  he  con- 
sidered as  the  greatest  possible  injury.  He 
therefore  had  contemplated  the  Colonel's  re- 
verses with  the  considerable  satisfaction. 

Laygent  went  home  immediately  after  his 
abrupt  departure,  though  at  the  same  time 
without  having  any  precise  object  in  view. 
The  intelligence  he  had  heard  had  shocked  him 
exceedingly ;  for  Colonel  Anderson  was  a  per- 
son he  had  been  taught  to  look  up  to  with 
respect  from  his  very  infancy,  added  to  which  he 
had  also  received  a  great  deal  of  personal  kind- 
ness from  him.  He  had  heard  previously  to  this* 
and  indeed  fully  believed  that  the  Colonel's  af- 
fairs were  in  some  confusion ;  but  had  never 
entertained  the  remotest  idea  of  his  being  upon 
the  very  brink  of  ruin. 

After  attempting  in  vain  for  some  time  to 
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deriae  apon  a  pUm  of  proceeding,  the  thought 
at  last  struck  him  of  consulting  with  Jackj 
whose  abilities  as  well  as  goodness  of  disposi- 
tion he  held  in  the  highest  esteem ;  he  therefore 
dispatched  a  note  to  him«  informing  him  briefl  j 
of  the  drcumstancesy  and  requesting  him  to 
join  him  immediately.  And  this  was  the  note 
which  had  occasioned  our  hero's  hasty  departure 
from  Lady  Rawlinson's  party. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


WaiCH  CONTAIIfS  801CB  ADVICB  VROM  A  MAMMA,  WHICH 
LBAOt  TO  A  TBRT  IMPORTANT  BYKNT  IK  A  TOUNO  LADT'i 
Un  TIMB. 

Notwithstanding  that  Mr.  White  had  resi- 
ded some  months  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Longpassage,  he  had  mixed  little  with  the  soci- 
ety there.  In  fact  from  the  first  moment  he 
tame  into  the  neighbourhood,  he  had  lived  in 
so  disreputable  a  manner  that  few  persons  of 
respectability  would  visit  him,  or  even  be  seen 
in  his  company.  But  men  of  licentious  habits 
have  a  decided  advantage  over  the  frail  ones  of 
the  opposite  sex;  for  whenever  the  forme? 
think  proper  to  leave  off  their  immoral  courses, 
they  experience  little  or  no  diflBiculty  in  regain- 
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itig  their  former  station  in  society ;  and  even 
the  fair  sex,  who  shew  so  little  charity  for  the 
failings  of  each  other,  rarely  consider  a  reform- 
ed profligate,  as  beyond  the  pale  of  forgiveness. 
Now  Mr.  White  had  promised  to  lead  a  more 
regular  course  of  life,  and  had  also  publickly 
signified  his  intention  of  getting  married,  in 
consequence  of  which  he  began  to  be  looked 
upon  in  a  more  favourable  light  than  formerly, 
and  a  few  respectable  individuals  who  were 
blessed  with  grown  up  daughters  had  called 
upon  him ;  yet  as  there  were  many  who  still 
kept  aloof  from  his  society,  it  is  by  no  means 
surprising  that  he  should  feel  highly  gratified  by 
the  favourable  reception  he  met  with  from  Mrs. 
Johnstone  and  her  daughter,  which  was  so  very 
different  from  what  he  had  hitherto  been  ac- 
customed to. 

Mrs.  Johnstone  was,  as  we  dare  say  our 
readers  must  have  already  discovered,  an  artftd 
mercenary  woman,  whose  whole  heart  and  soul 
was  wrapped  up  in  forming  plans  to  procure 
advantageous  marriages  for  her  two  daughters. 
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upon  whose   education   she   had   expended  a 
considerable  portion  of  her  property;  which 
the  continued  expenses,  she  daily  incurred  in 
keeping  up  an  appearance  far  beyond  her  in- 
come, was  reducing  in  a  most  alarming  degree. 
As  far  as  her  elder  daughter  was  concerned^ 
there  was  no  prospect  of  her  projects  being 
realized,  for  she  had  caught  cold  at  a  ball  a 
few  months  previously^  which  settling  on  her 
*^"g8,  terminated  in  consumption^  from  which 
there  was  no  hope  of  her  recovery.    All  Mrs. 
•'ohnstone's  energies,  therefore^  were  confined  to 
the  advancement  of  her  younger  daughter,  who 
**c»nga  very  pretty  good  tempered  girl,  she 
'^lly  expected  would  soon  engage  the  affections 
of  some  man  of  fortune^  or  other ;  and  thus  she 
trusted  to  have  the  consolation  of  disposing  of 
at  least  one  of  her  children  according  to  her 
wishes. 

Daring  the  short  time  that  Jack  had  been 
staying  at  Longpassage,  she  had  tried  hard  to 
draw  him  within  her  trammels ;  but  when  at 
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length  she  saw  her  plans  in  that  quarter  were 
not  likely  to  prove  successful,  she  began  to  look 
around  for  some  one  else  on  whom  she  might 
employ  her  talents.    Just  at  this  very  critical 
moment  Mr.  White  happened  to  be  thrown  in- 
to her  way,  nor  did  she  spare  any  pains  from 
the  moment  she  first  made  his  acquaintance,  by 
all  the  flattering  civillity  she  was  mistress  of, 
to  try  to  gain  his  good  opinion.    This  she  en- 
deavoured to  effect  by  making  him  believe,  he 
had  made  a  highly  favourable  impression^  both 
upon  herself  and  her  daughter^  and  so  craftily 
did  she  manage  the  whole  affair,  that  he  always 
lift  their  society  in  the  best  possible  humour 
with  himself,  and  at  the   same  time  hlgkly 
pleased  with  the  marked  civility  he  had  met 
with,  from  the  only  two  agreeable  women  (in 
his  opinion)  he  had  found  in  respectable  soci- 
ety ;  which  by  a  blindness  by  no  means  rare, 
he  attributed  entirely   to  their  entertaining  a 
proper  sense  of  his  own  individual  merits.    To 
her  great  consternation,  however,  the  crafty 
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mamma  discovered  that  her  former  plans  of 
throwing  Jack  and  her  daughter  so  frequently 
together  had  produced  a  consequence  she  had 
never  calculated  upon  ;  which  was^  that  Char- 
lotte had  fallen  in  love  with  our  hero ;  and  to 
her  no  small  dismay^  Mrs.  Johnstone  found 
that  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty,  notwith- 
standing the  subjection  in  which  she  had  ever 
kept  her  children,  that  at  Lady  Rawlinson's 
party  she  could  compel  Charlotte  to  restrain 
her  feelings  and  to  assume  a  degree  of  compo- . 
sure  so  little  in  accordance  with  them.     The 
latter  indeed  was  so  painfully  aware  that  she 
had  so  far  lowered  herself  in  the  opinion  of 
the  man  she  loved  as  to  be  almost  an  object  of 
his  oont«mpt,  the  consciousness  of  which  made 
her  perfectly  wretched;  whilst  .at  the  same  time 
she  was  forced  to  endure  the  attentions  of  a 
man  she  loathed. 

But  her  parent's  eye  was  upon  her  and  she 
chirst  not  act  otherwise;  when  however  she 
returned  home,   overcome  with  the  continu- 
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ed  efforts  to  conceal  her  vexation^  she  fell  into 
violent  hysterics.  Mrs.  Johnstone  knew  per- 
fectly well  the  cause  of  all  this ;  though  she 
pretended  to  attribute  it  entirely  to  the  fatigue 
of  dancing  in  a  heated  room ;  and  having  ap- 
plied such  remedies  as  are  usual  in  hysterical 
eases^  which  at  length  produced  the  desired 
efTecty  poor  Charlotte  was  assisted  into  bed, 
and  having  sobbed  herself  to  sleep^  her  worldly 
minded  mother  retired  to  her  own  room^  where 
»he  lay  awake  more  than  half  the  night5  men- 
tally arranging  her  future  plans  to  secure  the 
wealthy  jew  as  a  husband  for  her  ill-fated 
child. 

On  the  following  day  she  found  Charlotte  so 
oiiwell  that  she  was  fearful  of  exciting  her  too 
much  by  any  allusion  to  a  subject  so  likely  to 
tiave  that  effect.  But  on  the  following  one, 
when  she  saw  her  daughter  apparently  con- 
siderably recovered,  she  took  an  opportuni- 
ty of  entering  upon  it,  by  remarking  what  a 
very  agreeable  person  Mr  White  was — what  a 
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splendid  place  he  had^— what  beautifiil  carriages 
and  horses^  and  such  elegant  furniture.  In 
fact  nothing  in  all  the  country  round  was  half 
so  magnificent.  And  then  she  wound  up  the 
whole  by  asking  Charlotte^  who  had  hitherto 
remained  silent,  if  she  didn't  think  a  woman 
who  could  possess  all  these  fine  things  would 
be  a  most  fortunate  person. 

"  I  don't  know  really  M'a/'  replied  Charlotte^ 
**  but  I  don't  think  any  one  would  be,  if  they 
were  to  share  them  with  Mr.  White — and  M'a 
do  you  know  I  have  heard  that  he  has  been 
such  a  shocking  bad  man — Oh  a  dreadful  bad 
man!*' 

"  What  silly  nonsense  have  you  got  in  your 
head  now  child,"  said  Mrs.  Johnstone,  '^do 
you  think  a  man's  a  bit  the  worse  for  indulging 
a  few  little  peccadilloes.  I've  no  doubt  he'll  be 
steady  enough,  when  he's  married  and  has  a 
wife  to  look  after  him." 

*<  But  then,"  said  Charlotte,  "there's  some* 
thing  I  hardly  know  how  to  describe  it,  that's 
N  3 
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SO  rery  disagreeable  about  him — I'm  sure  I 
could  neyer  bear  him— indeed  I  could  hardly 
help  shuddering  at  the  touch  of  his  hand,  when 
he  turned  me  in  tlie  dance — I'm  certain  no 
•ne  could  ever  love  him." 

"  Love^  fiddle-de-dee/'  exclaimed  Mrs. 
Jo^nstone^  with  a  most  contemptuous  laugh^ 
^^  love  indeed^  all  that  absurd  stuff  may  be  well 
enough  for  heroines  in  novels  and  romances  to 
talk  about;  but  what  young,  lady  now  I  should 
like  to  know,  ever  dreams  about  marrying  for 
love — It's  really  too  ridiculous^  for  a  person  si- 
tuated aa  you  are^  even  to  think  of  such  a 
thing.** 

^'  But  mamma/'  interrupted  Charlotte  '^  I'm 
so  very  young  yet,  and  perhaps" — 

"  Don't  tell  me  of  perhaps  child,"  retorted 
the  mamma,  angrily — '^and  I  think  it  high  time 
now  to  inform  you  that  I've  already  spent 
much  more  than  you  are  worth  on  your  educa- 
tion, and  in  introducing  you  into  society — and 
that  you've  now  no  other  altemative,buteithert» 
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get  married  Tery  shortly^  or  else  to  starve  or 
go  into  the  workhouse.'^ 

**  It  is  indeed  a  dreadAil  alternative/^  said 
Charlotte^  looking  perfectly  thunderstnick. 

^'  Not,  I  should  tiiink,"  said  the  mamma, 
^  when  yon  may  marry  a  man  of  God  knows 
h«w  many  thousands  a  year — one  who  would 
bestow  upon  you  every  luxury  that  wealth  can 
command/^ 

"  But  oh  1  mamma  sueh  a  man,''  said  Char- 
lotte, shewing  at  the  same  time  very  strong 
feelmgs  of  disgust.  '^  I  tiiink  I  would  almost 
rather  starve  or  submit  to  any  degradation 
than  marry  him — Is  there  no  situation  in  which 
I  could  gain  a  livelihood  ?  I  don't  wish  to  be  a 
burthen  on  you — ^indeed  I  do  not — but  don't 
oblige  me  to  leave  my  poor  sister  yet."  And 
here  Charlotte  burst  into  an  agony  of  tears. 

The  parent  watched  her  daughter,  till  her 
sorrow  became  less  violent,  and  then  approach- 
ing her  she  grasped  her  by  the  shoulder,  and 
whispered  with  all  the  bitterness  of  a  demon 
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in  her  ear.  '^  I  have  but  fifty  pounds  left  in 
the  whole  world,  aud  I  am  in  debt  to  the  amount 
of  thousands.  If  you  are  not  well  married  in 
the  course  of  a  few  months  I  shall  be  arrested, 
and  we  must  all  of  us  go  to  prison.^' 

There  was  something  in  the  tone  in  which 
Mrs.  Johnstone  communicated  this  intelligence, 
which  perfectly  horrified  poor  Charlotte,  which 
was  not  lost  upon  her  designing  mother,  who 
discovering  that  she  |had  instilled  a  sufficient 
degree  of  terror  to  answer  her  purpose,  then 
changed  her  mode  of  attack :  drawing  therefore 
her  chair  close  by  her  daughter's  side,  and  ad- 
dressing her  in  the  most  affectionate  tone,  she 
resumed ;  "  but  I  am  sure  my  dear  little  Char- 
lotte would  make  a  small  sacrifice  to  keep  her 
poor  dying  sister  from  a  prison — she  will  I'm 
sure  save  her  poor  mother  the  agony  of  seeing 
her  poor  dear  child  close  her  d3ring  eyes  in  a 
conmion  gaol/'  And  the  subtle  parent  covered 
her  face  with  her  handkerchief  and  pretended 
to  be  overcome  by  the  intensity  of  her  feel- 
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ings,  and  so  well  did  she  act  her  character^  that 
poor  Charlotte,  unable  to  resist  the  force  of  the 
last  appeal,  threw  herself  upon  her  mother's 
bosom  and  wept  bitterly. 

"  Ah !  then  my  dear  child  does  consent," 
said  Mrs.  Johnstone,  '^  God  bless  you  my  dear 
Charlotte,  you^U  say«  us  all  from  utter  ruin,  I 
know  you  will.** 

"  If,'*  said  Charlotte,  in  a  voice  broken  by 
sobs,  **  if  my  certain  wretchedness  is  necessary 
to  save  those  that  are  dearest  to  me,  from  any 
thing  so  dreadful  as  you  have  mentioned,  I  do 
consent.** 

**  Like  a  dear  good  girl  as  you  always  were/' 
said  the  worldly  minded  mother,  kissing  her 
daughter's  cheek  ^^  and  now  do  go  and  dry  your 
tears  love — bathe  your  eyes  with  a  little  cold 
water — that's  the  best  thing — and  make  haste 
love,  for  I  want  you  to  walk  out  with  me  by 
and  bye.  Tou  actually  must  have  that  beautiful 
muff  and  tippet  you  admired  so  much — Thomp- 
son says  they  are  the  handsomest  he  has  ever 
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had  in  his  shop — how  lovely  you  would  look, 
wearing  them  in  your  own  carriage/' 

Charlotte's  heart  was  t«o  full  of  misery  to 
make  any  reply,  and  bitterly  regretting  that 
Mr.  White  was  not  Jack  Price,  she  retired  to 
obey  her  parent's  commands. 

And  Mrs.  Johnstone's  plans  really  did  suc~ 
ceed.  Mr.  White  soon  became  a  daily  visiter, 
and  was  not  long  proof  against  the  flattery  of 
the  mother  and  the  beauty  and  accomplish- 
ments of  the  daughter,  who  at  least  now  didno- 
thingto  discouragehis  addresses,  and  her  want  of 
cheerfulness  was  attributed  by  her  mamma,  and 
believed  by  her  admirer,  to  proceed  entirely 
from  extreme  solicitude  on  account  of  her 
invalid  sister. 

The  plotting  mother  also  took  good  care  to 
inform  Mr.  White  that  he  had  supplanted  Jack) 
who  she  said  had  long  been  deeply  in  love  with 
Charlotte,  but  who,  notwithstanding  he  had 
shewn  her  such  marks  of  devoted  attachment, 
had  never  been  able  to  gain   her  affections. 
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money  before  I  left  him — ^by  the  bye,**  added 
Laygent,  as  if  the  thought  had  just  struck  him, 
"  that  alarm  of  Dobson's  may  be  no  bad  hit 
after  all ;  and  may  make  him  anxious  to  get  the 
purchase  settled  as  speedily  as  possible,  which 
will  enable  me  the  sooner  to  make  my  arrange* 
ments  with  the  creditors." 

"  1  hope  it  may  indeed  ;*'  replied  Jack  j "  but 
do  you  see  bow  you  are  posting  on,  and  that 
we've  already  passed  the  place.'* 

"N#ver  mind  that,"  said  Laygent,"never  mind 
that,  we  must  first  go  and  settle  this  confounded 
debt  and  costs ;  and  as  I  find  that  as  yet  there 
are  no  detainers  lodged,  we  must  get  our  friend 
out  of  this  infernal  place,  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible ;  so,  whilst  I  go  down  to  Sharp's  office 
about  the  first  matter^  do  you  run  down  to  old ' 
Bell's  and  order  a  chaise  to  be  in  readiness 
against  my  return.  You  had  better  not  go  into 
the  prison  at  all,  it  will  only  distress  the  poor 
Colonel,    and   yourself    too,    most    probably. 
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your  better  plan  depend  upon  it  will  be  to  wait 
for  him  in  the  chaise  at  the  entrance  out- 
side." 

The  two  friends  then  separated^  and  very 
shortly  afterwards  Laygent  returned,  having 
effected  his  part  of  the  business;  and  it  was 
then  arranged  that  Jack  should  accompany  the 
Colonel  to  town,  whilst  the  other  was  to  re- 
main behind,  to  do  the  best  he  could,  in  arrang- 
ing his  affairs. 

At  first  the  Colonel's  feelings  were  much  ex- 
cited ;  but  Jack  managed  by  degrees  to  intro- 
duce some  general  topics  of  conversation,  in 
which  his  friend  at  length  began  to  participate ; 
till  by  the  time  they  arrived  at  Blackwater,  the 
latter  had  become  quite  composed  and  tranquil. 

Here  Jack  ordered  a  beefsteak;  and  whether 
it  was  that  the  Colonel's  sorrows  made  him 
hungry,  an  effect  they  are  said  sometimes  to 
produce,  tertain  it  is  that  he  made  a  very 
hearty  dinner. 
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She  also  insinuated  that  Jack's  sudden  depar- 
ture from  Lady  Rawlinson's  house,  which  several 
persons  had  remarked,  but  no  one  could  ac-  . 
count  for,  arose  from  feelings  of  jealousy,  at 
the  success  of  his  more  favoured  rival,  which 
he  had  taken  so  much  to  heart  that  he  had 
never  been  seen  in  public  since — and  that 
Betty,  Mrs.  Pace's  waiting  maid,  who  had  told 
Mrs.  Johnstone's  waiting  maid,  who  told  her 
mistress — he  came  home  on  that  eventful 
evening,  in  such  an  excited  state,  that  he  was 
almost  like  a  man  out  of  his  mind — a  thing 
altogether  so  unusual,  that  she  conjectured 
something  very  serious  must  have  happened  t% 
him,  which  could  of  course  be  attributed  to  no 
other  cause. 

This  was  the  most  judicious  manoeuvre  Mrs« 
Johnstone  could  have  attempted ;  for  Mr.  White 
bated  Jack,  as  bitterly  as  jew  ever  hated  gen- 
tile, and  was  thirsting  with  all  a  coward's  rancour 
to  revenge  the  contemptible  situation  in  which. 
tibm  latter  had  placed  him  at  Lady  Rawlinson's, 
n3 
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and  which  he  wanted  sufficient  courage  to  re- 
sent openly.  To  him  therefore  the  idea  of 
triumphing  over  the  wounded  feelings  of  the 
man  he  hated,  was  a  temptation  too  powerful 
to  be  resisted.  The  result  was,  that  in  the 
course  of  a  few  weeks  Charlotte  was  married 
to  Mr.  White- 

On  that  yery  day  her  sister  died. 
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CHAP  XVII. 

WVVL  OF  VWmXPBCTXO   OCCUEEAMCBS   TO  THK  PARTIES  PRIN 
CIPALLT  INTRRISTKD. 

Jack  lost  no  time  in  joining  Laygent^  and  re* 
mained  with  him  till  a  late  hour,  when  the 
result  of  their  deliberations  was,  that  both 
should  proceed  to  Westford  on  the  following 
day  for  the  purpose  of  affording  all  the  assist- 
ance they  could  do  to  their  impriioned  friend. 
On  reaching  the  prison,  they  were  informed, 
in  answer  to  their  enquiries,  that  Colonel  An- 
derson had  given  positive  directions  to  admit 
no  one  but  his  profession^  man,  which  Laygent 
immediately  got  oyer  by  slipping  some  money 
into  the  turnkey's  hand,  and  at  the  same  time- 
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informing  him  that  he  appeared  in  that  char- 
acter ;  but  as  Jack  would  never,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, sail  under  false  colours,  or  assume 
a  character  not  belonging  to  him,  he  proposed 
walking  up  and  down  outside  the  prison — for 
he  felt  an  extreme  repugnance  to  the  inside — 
till  his  companion  could  rejoin  him  and  acquaint 
him  with  the  result  of  his  interview. 

Now  the  debtors*  goal,  was  situated  just  out 
of  the  town,  on  the  London  road,  and  as  Jack 
paced  up  and  down  before  it,  he  tried  in  vain 
to  divert  his  thoughts  from  the  sad  reverse  of 
fortune  the  poor  Colonel  had  experienced,  in 
whose  misfortunes  he  deeply  sympathised.  In 
him  he  remembfered  the  kind  friend  of  bis  boy- 
ish days.  The  man  indeed  who  had  been  kind 
and  generous  to  all — now  apparently  deserted 
by  every  one. 

Thus  did  he  continue  to  pace  backwards 
and  forwards  for  some  considerable  time,  and 
if  his  attention  was  momentarily  drawn  away 
by  some  passing  object,  it  soon  reverted  again 
to  the  same  q^d  subject. 
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At  length  a  travelling  carriage^  drawn  by  post 
hocses^  with  a  man  and  maid  servant  seated  ifi 
the  rumble  behind^  was  seen  to  approach  in 
the  direction  towards  London,  as  indeed  one 
or  two  others  had  done  previously.  Still  this 
one  carriage  seemed  to  excite  our  heroes  curi- 
osity more  than  all  the  rest,  although  there 
was  nothing  very  remarkable  in  its  appearance ; 
it  being  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  plain,  dark 
green  chariot* 

And  as  the  carriage  came  near,  he  perceived 
that  it  contained  two  ladies,  in  one  of  whom  he 
immediately,  recognised  to  bis  no  small  surprise, 
the  person  of  his  lovely  unknoum. 

She  was  dressed  in  deep  mourning^  and  there 
was  an  expression  of  sorrow  in  her  (X>untenance; 
but  this  in  her  lover's  eyes  only  made  her  ap« 
pear  the  more  beautiful,  so  beautiful  indeed, 
that  he  eould  gas&e  upon  her  for  ever.  And 
then  as  their  eyes  met — which  whether  by  at* 
cident  or  not,  they  certainly  did — she  seemed 

lo  recognia&e  him,  for  she  started  and  colored 
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deeply^  whilst  he^  scarcely  conscious  of  what  he 
did^  took  off  his  hat,  and  made  her  a  most 
gentlemanly  and  respectful  bow,  (for  Jack  could 
bow  like  a.  gentleman,  which  by  the  bye  very 
few  men  can)  and  this  she  almost  as  imcon- 
ciously  returned,  and  in  such  a  manner  too,  as 
plainly  denoted,  she  was  in  no  wise  offended  at 
the  liberty  he  had  presumed  to  take.  At  this 
critical  moment,  the  post  boys  whipped  up 
their  horses  and  the  carriage  rolled  past  him  at 
a  rapid  rate,  while  he  continued  to  stare  after  it, 
in  mute  astonishment,  until  a  turn  in  the  road 
concealed  it  from  his  further  view,  and  then  he 
stared  vacantly  at  the  void  space  it  had  passed 
over,  until  aroused  by  a  smart  slap  on  the 
shoulder,  when  turning  quickly  round  he  dis- 
covered Laygent  laughing  heartily  at  his  ap- 
parent absence  of  mind.  K 

'^  Why  what  the  deuce  were  you  thinking 
about  eh?"  said  Laygent,  *'why  Pve  been 
calling  and  bawling  to  you  as  I  came  along, 
though  I  do  believe  I  might  just  as  well  have 
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hailed  a  mile  stone  for  any  chance  of  my  being 
heard  or  attended  to/'  And  with  this  Laygent 
shrugged  up  his  shoulders  and  rubbing  his 
hands  together  seemed  to  be  very  highly  de- 
lighted with  something  or  other. 

•*  Well  my  dear  fellow/'  said  Jack,  brighten- 
ing up  very  much  at  the  sight  of  Laygent's 
merry  face,  in  which  he  plainly  read  success. 
^'How  did  you  get  on  with  the  poor  Colonel,  do 
t«Ume?'' 

'<  Oh  famously,  famously/'  replied  Laygent, 
seising  Jack's  arm  and  lugging  him  on  towards 
the  town,  "  I  could'nt  have  done  better." 

'^  Well,  and  how  did  you  manage  it  ?"  en- 
quired Jack* 

•*  Why  that/'  replied  Laygent,  "  I  can  hardly 
tell  you — I  had  certidnly  a  tittle  difficulty  at 
firsts  for  the  colonel  commenced  with  d — n — g 
the  whole  fraternity  of  us — but  I  let  him 
haveiout  his  fling — and  then  poor,  fellow,  he  felt 
quite  hurt  that  he  should  have  said  anything 
that  might  have  annoyed  me*     I  had  then 
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^reat  difficulty  in  persuading  hioi  to  accede  to 
oar  plans.  He  said  he  was  quite  determined 
to  suffer  the  penalties  his  follies  had  brought 
upon  him;  and  it  was  only  at  last  by  persuading 
him  that, by  adopting  our  measures,  his  creditors 
would  be  likely  to  obtain  their  due,  that  I 
succeeded;  so  he  has  now  consented  to  do 
everything  we  wish,  and  in  less  than  half  an 
hour  will  be  ready  to  accompany  you  to  London, 
and  for  the  present  to  take  up  his  quarters  at 
your  chambers  as  we  proposed.'* 

"That's  right;'*  said  Jack,  "you  could'nt 
have  managed  better ;  but  do  tell  me  did  he  ap- 
pear much  distressed,  at  his  unfortunate  situa- 
tion/* 

*'  Distressed  P'  exclaimed  Laygent,  "  indeed 
he  did — I  never  saw  so  heart-rending  a  spe«tacU 
In  the  whole  course  of  my  lilfe.  To  tell  the 
truth  I  was  very  nearly  making  a  great  ass  of 
myself,  and  perhaps  Pve  not  much  to  boast  of 
as  it  was.  But  at  any  rate  I  made  him  laugh 
at  old  Dobson*8  distress  {^Dout  his    deposit 
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It  was  now  become  too  late  for  them  to  reach 
London  that  evening,  and  Jack  therefore  pro- 
posed^ their  taking  up  their  quarters  where  they 
where  for  the  night ;  an  arrangement  to  which 
his  companion  readily  acceded^  as  the  people 
of  the  house,  being  utter  strangers  to  him,  he 
felt  himself  much  more  comfortably  situated 
there,  than  at  an  Inn  where  he  would  have  been 
recognized  by  persons  who  had  known  him  in 
his  more  prosperous  days,  which  would  un- 
doubtedly have  been  the  case,  had  he  stopped  at 
any  of  the  principal  Inns  on  the  road. 

This  matter  being  arranged.  Jack  ordered  in 
a  bottle  of  port,  which  was  done  ample  justice 
to,  for  it  was  a  good  bottle  of  port,  and  it  was 
drunk  out  and  spoken  wellfof,  and  if  that  was  not 
doing  justice  to  a  good  bottle  of  wine  we  don't 
know  what  is.  Jack  then  stepped  out  of  the  room 
and  shortly  after  returned  with  the  information 
that  a  good  bottle  of  claret  was  to  be  had  in  the 
house,  which  being  introduced  was  done  justice 
to  in  the  same  manner  as  the  bottle  of  port 
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had  been  previously,  and  then  both  parties 
retired  to  their  respective  resting  places  in  a 
very  different  state  of  mind,  from  that  in 
which  they  had  risen  in  the  morning. 
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CHAP.  XVIII. 

In   wiiicH    Jack  dekams    or  nis  WAtR  unkkown,  a  mo 

OTIKBBARS   SOMBTHINe   TO    BIS    ADVANTAGE,  THAT   HR 
KBTIE  DRKAMT  OF  AT  ALL. 

Jack  was  not  long  in  bed  before  he  was  fast 
asleep,  and  dreaming  of  his  fair  unknown, 
which  is  by  no  means  wonderful,  as  she  en- 
irossed  much  mpre  of  his  waking  thoughts, 
liia»  we  haTe  hitherto  though^  propter  to  mea- 
kion.  B>ftt  though  she  was  ever  present,  his 
dreams  w^eall  of  a  fearfttl  or  distressing  nature. 
Sometimes  he  fancied  her  pursued  by  savage 
beasts  of  prey,  she  was  in  vain  endeavouring  to 
escape  from,  whilst  he,  as  if  spell  bounds  re- 
mained rivetted  to  the  spot  he  stood  on,  and 
tillable,  to  render  her  the  slightest  assistance. 
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At  Other  times  he  saw  her    walking  peace- 
fully on  the  opposite  bank  of  a  small  riTolet, 
which  as  soon  as  he  endeavored  to  cross  would 
become  an  orerpoweiing  torrent  it  was  in  vain 
for  him  to  attempt  to  stem  or  pass  over.  Then 
the  scene  appeared  to  shift  to  a  small  open 
space  in  a  secluded  and  thickly  wooded  forest, 
surrounded  on  every  side  by  precipitous  rocks, 
piled  upon  each  other  in  confused  heaps,  which 
overhanging    the    narrow     valley,    threaten- 
ed to  bury  every  thing  it  contained  beneath 
their  ponderous  masses,  whilst  here  and  there, 
partially  concealed  by  the  lofty  trees  and  thick 
underwood,  that  flourished    most  luxuriantly 
amidst  the  wild  chaos  of  this  howling  wilder- 
ness, was  disclosed  the  dark  entrance  of  some 
dismal  cavern,  around  which  flitted  the  grotes* 
que  formsof  demons,  fiends,  and  monsters  of  the 
most  forbidding    and  fearful    aspect.      Here 
around  a  huge  cauldron,  were  discoyered  three 
hags  who  in  their  character  of  witches  were 
carrying  on  their  horrid  and  mysterious  rites. 
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whilst  close  beside  them  stood  a  beautiful 
female  whom  they  seemed  just  preparing  to 
slaughter.  In  the  countenance  of  these  hags 
he  recognised  the  persons  of  Mrs.  Hester  and 
Miss  Letitia  Vanbrunner^  and  their  sister  Lady 
Price ;  of  whom  we  shall  have  something  more 
to  say  hereafter ;  whilst  in  their  trembling  victim 
he  discovered  his  fair  unknown ;  whom  to  his 
great  horror  he  saw  the  hags  drag  forward, 
whilst  the  one  who  bore  the  countenance  of 
Miss  Letitia,  brandishing  a  murderous  looking 
knife,  was  about  to  plunge  it  into  the  lovely 
creature's  throat.  He  made  a  desperate  effort 
and  rushing  forward,  succeeded  in  rescuing  her 
out  of  their  merciless  hands  ;  and  raising  her 
up  in  his  arms,  was  bearing  her  off  in  triumph 
when  the  disappointed  beldames  set  up  a  most 
terrific  yell,  which  was  responded  to  by  all  the 
fiends  and  demons  around. 

Then  in  an  instant  the  whole  forest  burst 
out  into  one  blaze  of  fire — large  masses  of  rock 
were    rent  asunder,  as  if  by  [an  earthquake. 
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and  came  rolling  and  bounding  down,  with  a 
crash  louder  than  thunder,  tearing  away  the 
burning  trees  and  every  other  obstacle  before 
them— whilst  the  flames  swept  past  him  like 
the  hot  blast  of  a  furnace— and  the  very 
ground  seemed  breaking  away  from  under  hit 
tottering  footsteps ;  but  still  on,  on  he  went  or 
rather  seemed  to  fly,  amidst  perils  that  in  realitr 
would  have  annihilated  him,  had  he  possessed 
a  thousand  lives,  whilst  the  deafening  din  and 
uproar  around  appeared  to  be  still  increasing — 
in  the  midst  of  which  he  awoke. 

He  now  discovered  that  the  <fey  had  already 
'  began  to  dawn,  and  could  plainly  discern  the 
objects  around  him ;  yet  to  his  amazement  the 
stunning  uproar  was  still  ringing  in  his  ears ; 
until  rubbing  his  eyes  and  collecting  his  scat- 
tered senses,  he  distinguished  the  last  echoes 
of  a  loud  clap  of  thunder,  accompanied  with 
heavy  hail  stones  which  were  breaking  wiUi 
violence  against  his  chamber  window,  and 
threatening  to  demolish  every  pane  of  glass  in 
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contained.  But  die  glass  withstood  all  tli« 
peppering,  and  in  a  short  time  the  fury  of  the 
storm  began  to  abate.  The  thunder  became 
more  distant,  and  the  hail  to  subside  into  rain ; 
which  being  accompanied  willi  faeary  gosts  of 
wind,  afforded  a  very  fair  specimen  of  a  very 
bad  morning. 

As  the  gloominess  of  the  day  afforded  Jaek 
but  little  inducement  to  rise  at  so  eariy  an 
hoar,  though  he  felt  no  further  inclination  for 
sleep,  he  endeavoured  to  while  away  the  time 
by  musiflg  upon  her  who  had  formed  the  chief 
subject  of  his  dreams,  and  so  MIy  occupied  was 
he  on  dwelling  upon  thoughts'so ^pleasing,  as  to 
be  regardless  of  the  mostunharmonizing  sotinds 
occasioned  by  the  scrubbing  and  rapping  of  a 
brush  against  the  grate  of  the  adjoining  apait- 
iient,  from  which  his  bed -room  was  only  sepa- 
rated by  a  slight  partitton.  This  was  followed 
by  the  jingling  of  cups  and  saucers,  which  w^e 
laying  out  lor  the  breakfast  of  some  ladies  who 
were  travelling  on  the  road  towards  town  in 
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tlieir  OW&  caniBgOi  and  had  just  befoM  alighted 
at  the  do6r»  and  aoon  afterwards  entered  dw 
apartmentywhere,  sitting  down  to  their  break&sl 
and  dismisMng  their  attendant,  they  began  to 
chat  away  tery  freely^  and  from  the  sligbtnes^ 
of  the  partition  between  tibe  two  fooaaa*  Jack 
was  obliged,  whether  he  would  or  no,  to  OTer 
hear  every  word  of  their  oonyefsation.  '  Otoe  of 
the  Toices  he  thought  the  most  musical  he  had 
erer  heard  i  but  the  other,  which  appeared  to  be 
a  more  elderly  person,  he  nerer  thought  fbont 
at  all— «t  last  he  actually  began  to  hmcf  that 
he  himself  was  the  subject  of  their  dtsoouise. 

^  I  wish,''  said  the  voice,  he  supposed  to 
belong  to  the  elderiy  lady,  making  several 
patises,  as  if  in  the  act  of  sipping  ho:  tea,  ^  I 
wish  we  could  have  taken  up  your  mysterioQa 
firiend  and  brought  him  on  with  as— idon*t  you  . 
think  we  should  have  found  him  an  agrteaUe 
oompanion  ?  I'oniy  caught  a  gUtnpse  of  him  as 
we  passed ;  but  I  certainly  thought  hiaa  a  moat 
gentlemanly  looking  young  i 


'^  I  itoader  who  in  the  name  of  w«ind(9r  thfty 
on  be  talking  riMmt,''  thought  Jack  tqhiiiaaelf, 
while  the  same  yoiee  continued  t— 

''  I  really  must  confess  I  fe^l  curioua  iq  kno^nr 
who  he  is-*4iow  voold'nt  you  £mily  ffkve  f 
gieat  deal  to  know  something  more,  abput 
htmP 

StaU  there  was  no  answer  to  aU  these  ^uesi- 
tions—*f' But  suppose  Emily^  only  supposei,  if 
after  al)»  he  ■  should  torn  out  to  bei  some  go0d 
lookiiigy  epmmefeial'traTeUer»  or  a  bandspme 
▼alet  dressed  out  in  his  master's  be^t  clothes/' 

Nov  tUs  rensark  produced  an  imipediate  re- 
ply; for  Bmily,  and  such  for  the  fiiture  we  intend 
to  s^le  heri  esdaimed  in  a  tone  of  voice,  jn 
wtich  surprise  was  rery  peroeptibl^  *'  Oh  no, 
pmy  doii'4  say  so  I  entreat  youj  I  am  sure  he's 
a  geatlenndiy-Hlid  you.  not  see  the  bow  be  made 
— oould  ypci  doubt  a  moment  then  ?*' 

Heie  Jack  bcigan  to  pripk  up  his  ears,  noj 
coiUlie  kslp  it!  lot  <t)ie  1^  of  bipi. , 

'*  But  was  it  igsintlfgMinlyafiti  to  bow  to  j| 
oS 
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lady  he  was  not  in  the  sl^htest  degree  bc« 
qiudnted  with/'  enquired  the  ^der  lady. 

''  But  did  yon  obeerre  the  manner  in  whieh 
it  WES  done/'  rejoined  Bmily.  ^*  TeV  conr 
tinned  she^  ^  I  hope  he  did'nt  think  me''*:-and 
here  she  paused^  as  if  not  knowing  exactly  what 
to  say,  or  more  probably  unwilling  to  ezpreae 
what  she  thought. 

^*  And  what  do  you  hope  he  did^it  think  )" 
enquired  the  elder  speaker. 

^  I  can  hardly  tell^**  answered  Emily,  ^^  or 
why  it  is  that  I  should  feel  so  nudi  interested 
about  a  parson  I  have  never  spoken  to,  and 
have  only  seen  once  or  twice  by  mere  accident, 
and  whom  I  may  probably  never  see  again-^ut 
yet,'^  she  ^continued,  '*  I  dread  his  thinking  itt 
of  me,  for  I  dont  know  how  it  was,  but  I  re* 
tttrhed  his  bow,  scarcely  conscious  of  what  I 
did.*' 

Jack  longed  to  tell  her  that  he  diought  her 
ererything  that  was  good  and  beautiM }  for  he 
had  now  no  longer  any  doubt  that  she  was  his 
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fair  onknawiii  but  he  found  himself  compelltd  ta 
restrain  his  inclination  atany  rate  for  the  present. 
He  thonghtj  mdeed,  of  waiting  upon  the  ladies 
and  stating  at  once  who  he  was ;  but  then  how 
ootdd  he  do  this  withoat  some  previous  pre- 
paration in  the  dress  department ;  whilst  he  was 
fearful  of  making  the  slightest  movement  lest 
Us  Cur  neighbours  should  detect,  that  he  had 
been  a  listener  to  their  oonrersation,  a  charac- 
ter in  which  he  was  anything  but  desirous  of 
appearing  and  to  confess  the  truth,  he  was 
not  altogether  satisfied  with  himself  for  haying 
aeted — ^which  to  do  him  justice  he  would  have 
cut  short  by  an  "abeml^  at  the  very  eom- 
menceiBenl^r-liad  not  it  been  for  the  apprf  ben- 
sion^  even  though  invisible,  of  being  mistaken 
for  a  bag-^man. 

Just  as  these  thoughts  were  passing  through 
his  mind,  which  they  did  far  more  quickly  than 
we  are  enabled  to  record  them ;  a  servant  en- 
tered the  room,  to  inform  the  fair  travellers 
that  their  carriage  was  in  readiness  at  the  door. 
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npon  wbich  they  arose  to  resume  their  journeys 
and  long  before  Jack  had  finished  dressing 
himself^  were  several  miles  on  their  road  to- 
wards town. 

'  The  first  thing  our  hero  did  on  leaving  his 
bed-room^  was  to  enquire  who  the  ladies  were, 
who  had  just  left  the  house^  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pose ;  for  the  only  intelligence  he  could  gain 
was  that  they  both  wore  mourning— one  was 
young  and  prettj^ — ^the  other  old  and  plain-^ 
that  they  travelled  in  a  dark  green  chariot^  and 
that  they  must  be  persons  of  seme  consequence 
as  they  were  attended  by  a  man  and  a  maid 
servant  which  might  have  materially  assisted 
in  identifying  tht  m,  with  Jack's  lovely  unknown 
and  her  companion,  had  he  entertuned  any 
doubts  on  the  subjecty  which  in  fact  he  did 
not. 

Now  Jack  was  of  rather  a  romantic  turn  of 
mind  and  therefore  when  he  found  he  was  at 
jeast  an  object  of  some  interest  with  her  with 
whom  he  was^  or  at  any  rate  ftncied  himself  in 
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love»  those  resUeas  symptoma  ever  attendant  on 
the  malady  began  to  exhibit  themselves^  and 
it  was  only  in  consideration  of  hir  friend  the 
Colonel^  (whom  be  could  not,  situated  as  he 
then  was,  think  of  leaving  behind ;  and  did  net 
just  then  think  proper  to  make  a  confidant  of 
in  the,  affair^)  that  be  restrained  himself  from 
immediately  ordering  post  horses,  and  directing 
that  neither  whip  nor  spur  should  be  spared 
till  the  object  of  bis  pursuit  was  overtaken,  to 
whom  be  would  then  have  introduced  himself 
atallrbks. 

Love  is  a  serious  affair  for  a  man,  but  we 
doubt  much  if  it  is  not  often  a  far  more  serious 
one  for  his  horses ;  for  men  when  under  its 
influence  do  ride  and  drive  at  a  rate  quite  in- 
consistent with  their  former  habits,  without 
the  slightest  compunction  for  the  distress  they 
inflict  upon  the  unlucky  quadrupeds  that  have 
the  misfortune  to  be  under  their  control.  But 
as  matters  then  stood.  Jack  found  himself  com. 
pelled  to  relinqmsh  his  design,  and  the  only 
consolation  he  could  find  was  to  eat  his  break- 
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fJHt  in  tbe  tame  room  Emily  had  preriouslj 
oecapiedj  and  being  a  strong  healthy  fellow  he 
contriTed  to  make  a  rery  hearty  meal  of  it, 
though  his  mind  was  nevertheless  much  occu- 
pied by  the  recent  occurrence.  But  the  Colonel 
notwithstanding  he  had  recovered  his  spirits 
most  wonderfully^  was  still  too  much  «agrossed 
by  his  own  affairs  to  pay  any  attention  to  the 
unusual  absence  of  mind  his  young  friend  ex-> 
hibitod. 

.  The  affiiurs  of  breakfast  being  at  length  con- 
cluded the  journey  towards  London  was  re* 
sumed,  and  Jack  and  his  companion  arriyed there 
without  meeting  with  a  single  adventure  worth 
recording ;  and  notwithstanding  the  former  waa 
constantly  on  tlie  look  out  for  the  dark  green 
chariotf  nothing  answering  the  description  of 
the  one  he  sought  co\ild  he  discover  during 
the  whole  course  of  the  journey^  which  is  far 
from  surprising,  as  the  carriage  in  question 
had  good  two  hours  start  of  them>  which  gives 
a  very  decided  advantage  where  the  distance  to 
be  travelled  over  is  little  more  than  thirty  miles^ 
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CHAP.   XIX. 


Iir  WBICH  JACK  BMTSaTAIKI     AM  0L»  VmillT*  AMB  FO&MC 
A  VBW  ACaVAlHTANei. 

Jaok'b  chambers  were  situated  in  Verulam 
bttildiDgs,  Grays  Inn^  and  for  chambers  of  an 
Inn  of  Court,  might  be  considered  as  conveni- 
ent, dean  and  neatly  famished.  In  these  the 
Cokmel  took  up  his  quarters  very  contentedly, 
and  seemed  daily  to  become  more  reconciled 
to  his  situation ;  and  as  Mr.  Pickle  the  learned 
counsel,  under  whom  Jack  was  studying  the 
dootrine  and  practice  of  special  pleading,  hap- 
pened at  this  ti^e  to  be  absent  in  the  dischaige 
of  his  dutiea  on  the  Western  Circuit,  his  pupil^ 
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was  enabled  to  devote  a  great  portion  of  his 
time  to  his  guest. 

During  this  period  one  or  two  letters  had 
been  received  from  Laygent,  in  which  he  stated 
that  the  Colonel's  business  was  going  on  even 
better  than  he  could  have  anticipated;  when 
one  day,  just  as  Jack  and  the  Colonel  were  pre- 
paring to  sit  down  to  dinner,  Laygent  himself 
appeared  in  propria  persona,  and  not  having 
gone  through  the  ceremony  of  dining,  was  we 
may  suppose  easily  induced  to  join  the  party* 

During  the  progress  of  dinner,  and  the  dia* 
cussion  of  a  few  glasses  of  wine  afterwards, 
Mr.  Laygent  proceeded  to  state  the  result  of 
his  management  of  the  Colonel's  affairs ;  which, 
by  a  celerity  very  unusual  with  gentlemen  of 
his  profession,  he  had  nearly  brought  to  a  sat- 
isfactory termination. 

He  proceeded  first  to  state  that  Mr.  Dobson 
was  quite  ready  to  pay  the  remainder  of  the 
purchase  money,  oh  receiving  a  conveyance  of 
the  property,  which,  the  solieitor  of  the  former 


having  Mtiftfi|d  himself  as  to  the  correctness  of 
the  title^  had  duly  prepared,  and  it  was  only 
awaiting  the  execution  of  the  necessary  parties. 
He  next  communicated  the  satisfieictory  infor- 
mation that  Mr.  Cobrobyn,  for  reasons  best 
known  to  bimselft  had  considerably  exaggerated 
the  amount  of  the  Colonel's  debtSj  so  that  after 
everything  was  paid  oif,  there  was  every  proba- 
hility  that  a  few  thousands  would  still  be  left ; 
whilst  it  had  also  been  ascertained  that  there  was 
oneestate^and  thatof  some  value  too^  which  ap« 
peared  to  have  been  altogether  overlooked,  as 
there  not  was  an  incumbrance  of  any  kind  upon 
it;  so  that  upon  the  whc^le  the  Colonel  would  still 
have  a  deoent  income  to  subsist  upoq. 

The  honest  and  kind  hearted  solicitor  then 
mentioned  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  obtain 
any  certain  information  Respecting  the  run-a- 
way steward.  He  had  indeed  succeeded  in 
ascertaining  that  though  Cobrobyn  had  em- 
barked as  a  passeoger  in  a  vessel  bound  fur 
America^  yet  that  he  had  quitted  her  off  Ufra- 
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oombay  whence  he  hmd  prooaeded  to  Eseter^. 
after  which  all  farther  tracea  of  him  were  loat* 
Bat  it  aeema  Colonel  Anderson  was  not  his  only 
dupe,  as  it  was  reported  he  had  left  debts  be- 
hind him  undischarged  to  a  very  heavy  amounty 
and  even  his  friend  Gribble,  the  Colonel*s  late 
batleri  was  amongst  the  list  of  sufferers ;  the 
knavish  attorney  having  contrived  to  swindle 
him  out  of  two  thousand  pounds  of  his  ill  got- 
ten money,  upon  pretence  of  advancing  it  on  a 
mortgage  of  landed  property  of  considerable 
value  in  an  adjoining  county,  the  title  deeds  of 
wbich  aceompanying  the  mortgage  were  duly 
handed  over  to  Gribble ;  but  whieh  very  shortly 
after  Mr.  Cobrobyn's  departuro  were  discovered 
to  relate  to  property  that  was  no  where  to  be 
found,  having  been  forged  by  that  gentleman 
for  the  express  purpose  of  defrauding  his  com.^ 
panion  in  iniquity  of  his  portion  of  the  plunder 
bf  his  late  master. 

Mr.  Gribble's  aiairs  Wore  indeed  refKWtod 
to  be  in  any  thing  but  m  ptMpereus  state.    Hia 
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aagrateful  condaet  towards  his  former  roaster, 
had  rendered  him  an  object  of  contempt  to  his 
▼hole  neighbourhood  ;  the  greater  part  of  his 
costomers  had  withdrawn  their  custom  from 
his  house,  whilst  the  populace  had  expressed 
their  indignation  at  his  conduct  by  hanging 
him  and  afterwards  burning  him  in  effigy ;  and 
to  wind  up  the  whole,  proceedings  had  been 
instituted  and  were  then  pending  against  bim 
in  the  court  of  exchequer  for  offences  against 
the  revenue  laws ;  so  that  take  it  altogether  he 
seemed  to  be  travelling  at  a  rapid  pace  along 
the  road  to  ruin — a  fate  his  previous  vile  con- 
duct most  justly  merited. 

Laygent  having  said  out  his  say,  all  at  once 
recolleeted  that  he  had  a  letter  in  his  pocket 
for  Jacki  from  his  good  old  grandmother  Mrs. 
Price. 

Now  this  epistle  was  rather  a  long  onCj  and 
though  foil  of  kindness  and  affection^  and 
wiiHeA  in  the  most  ladylike  style,  we  will 
mtmitf  offer  the  eobatance  of  xta  contents  to 
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our  readers.    The  first  part  of  the  letter  eon« 
tained  many  directions  to  the  person  to  whoor 
it  was  addressed,  to  be  careful  of  bis  healthy 
and  be  sure  not  to  injure  it  by  too  hard  study. 
It  also  expressed  great  regret  at  the  ColoneFs 
reverses^  and  also  satisfaction  that  something 
would  be  left  of  the  wreck  of  his  property,  that 
would  at  least  aflford  hiny  a  respectable  main- 
tenance.    The  kind  relative  then  suggested 
that  as  it  was  very  probable  the  Colonel  might 
be  in  want  of  a  little  ready  money  for  the 
present,  her  grandson   might    draw    on   her 
bankerssin  London  for  any  sums  he  might  re- 
quire.   Now  all  these  requests  our  hero  felt 
the  greatest  pleasure  in  complying  wttb^  but 
reading  on  a  little  further,  he  found  a  duty  im- 
posed upon  him,  he  by  no  means  fancied  ; 
which  was  to  call  and  pay  his  respects  to  Lord 
Hexham,  the  proud  peer  whom  we  have  before 
alluded  to,  as  the  fatlier  of  Lady  Mary  Ann 
Vanbrunner,  and  who  had  condescended  in  a 
letter  which  he  had  lately  written  to  Mrs*  Price, 
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and  whieh  she  described  as  a  very  kind  one^  to 
expTOM  a  wish  to  become  acquainted  with  her 
gnoidson. 

Most  persons  considered  it  sn  honor  to 
number  the  Earl  of  Hexham  amongst  their  ac- 
quaintance, yet  it  was  one  Jack  was  by  no  means 
desirotts  of  seeking ;  for  he  had  often  heard  the 
Marquis  of  Baddington,  (whom  he  had  long 
and  intimately  known,  and  who  was  the  Duke 
of  Westford's  eldest  son,  and  grandson  of  the 
noble  earl,)  speak  of  the  latter,  as  being  con- 
sidered the  proudest  man  in  England. 

But  notwithstanding  the  haughty  exterior 
the  pro«ul  peer  thought  proper  to  exhibit  in 
ptBiliIic,  and  in  general  society,  still  in  that  of  a 
few  of  his  particular  friends  he  would  altogether 
throw  aside  the  character  of  the  great  man,  and 
become  a  very  agreeable  and  pleasant  com* 
paaion.  As  Jack  however  knew  nothing  of 
this,  or  if  he  had  would  have  thought  it  very. 
improbaUe  that  his  lordship  would  have  ranked 
lum  amongst  his  privileged  friends^  whom  we 
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may  reasonitbly  presume^  were  far  from  nume* 
rouS)  he  felt  considerable  reluctance  to  call 
upon  a  person  by  whom  at  the  very  utmost  be 
could  only  expect  to  be  received  with  cold  and 
formal  civility.  Nevertheless,  as  his  grand- 
mother had  requested  it,  he  at  once  made  up  his 
mind  to  get  this  unpleasant  duty  over  as  soon 
as  he  could.  On  the  following  day  th^efore, 
as  the  Colonel  and  his  solicitcH*^  were  looking 
through  their  accounts,  Jaek  bent  his  steps 
towards  Liord  Hexham's  residence  in  St.  James's 
square. 

Having  sent  in  his  address  he  was  immedi- 
ately ushered  into  the  presence  of  the  great 
man^  who  instead  of  receiving  him  in  the  cold 
and  formal  manner  our  hero  expected,  rose 
firom  his  seat  and  ran  forward  to  meet  him,  and 
shook  bands  with  him  in  the  most  friendly  and 
cordial  manner  possible.  Whilst  Jack^  so  fiur 
from  feeling  any  embarrassment  at  his  loidship's 
august  presence,  could  scarcely  refrain  from 
laughing  at  his  taruly  singular  appearance. 
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His  face  indeed  was  handsome,  with  features 
of  a  truly  aristocratic  cast;  yet  by  one  of 
nature's  unaccountable  freaks,  the  head  that 
seemed  to  have  been  designed  for  the  body  of  a  tall 
man,  was  stuck  on  one  of  very  small  dimensions, 
''like  Hector's  head  on  the  body  of  Astyanax,'' 
the  oddity  of  which  was  considerably  encreased 
by  his  lordship*R  peculiar  manner  of  progressive 
motion;  wliich,  instead  of  the  stately  and  dig- 
nified step,  that  might  very  naturally  have  been 
expected,  was  a  quick  run,  in  which  the  rapid 
motion  of  his  little  legs,  displaying  an  activity 
very  unusual  for  his  time  of  life,  was  strongly 
contrasted  by  his  grave  and  venerable  counte- 
nance* 

The  Earl  having  resumed  his  seat,  and 
motioned  Jack  to  tak3  one  near  him, 
began  to  enquire  very  kindly  after  the  health 
of  his  old  friend  Mrs.  Price.  He  then 
complimented  Jack,  on  his  resemblance 
to  his  grandfather.  Colonel  Price,  who  he 
said    was    considered  the    most  gentlemanly 
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inanofhifiday,andhad  been  pronounced  by  the 
good  old  king;  to  conse  up  to  his  idea  of  the  perfect 
pattern  of  an  English  gentleman.  His  lordship 
was  also  pleased  to  say^  that  he  felt  proud  of 
being  descended  from  the  Price's,  which  of 
course  Jack  must  be  perfectly  conversant  with  ; 
but  the  truth  is  that  this  was  the  first  time  the 
latter*  had  ever  heard  a  syllable  about  the 
matter. 

Lord  Hexham,  then  introduced  several  sub- 
jects of  general  conversation,  enquiring  about 
many  persons  whom  Jack  knew,  and  a  great 
many  more  whom  he  did  not ;  till  at  length  he 
began  to  enquire  about  Colonel  Anderson's 
affairs,  some  unpleasant  rumours  about  which, 
had  by  this  time  reached  his  ears.  Upon  this 
subject  Jack  gave  him  some  considerable  infor- 
mation, although  he  withheld  anyijlusion  to  the 
kind  part  he  himself  had  acted  in  the  transac* 
tion ;  as  also  the  Colonel's  present  place  of 
abode.] 

Lord  Hexbam^  then  expressed  great  regret  at 
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the  Colooel'&  fallen  fortune,  whom  be  said,  he 
had  ever  considered  as  a  most  highly  honorable 
and  gentlemanly  man.  '^  There  was  only  one 
aubject/*  he  continued^  *'  on  which  we  ever  had 
any  disagreement ;  and  that  was  I  once  gave 
the  Colonel  to  understand,  that  I  could  not 
join  a  party  to  which  he  had  given  me  an  in- 
vitationi  if  a  certain  person  I  mentioned  was 
one  of  the  company ;  and  certainly  I  under- 
stood he  was  to  be  excluded;  but  to  my  great 
annoyance  I  found  that  after  all  I  had  said  on 
the  subject.  Colonel  Anderson  had  still  thought 
proper  to  invite  him,  and  so  to  place  me  in  the 
society  of  a  person  I  had  so  strong  an  objection 
at  that  time  to  meet.  But  the  aflfair  occurred 
seven  or  eight  years  since,  so  its  time  it  should 
be  forgotten ;  and  if  you  should  ever  happen  to 
see  the  Colonel,  do  tell  him  that  Lord  Hexham 
has  enquired  after  him,  and  that  if  his  services 
can  in  any  way  be  useful  to  him,  he  may  com- 
mand them. 
Jack,  now  arose  to  take  bis  departure,  but 
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earl  desired  him  to  remain  a  few  moments 
longer,  as  he  wished  to  have  a  little  further 
conversation  with  him,  wliich  he  resumed,  by 
remarking  that  he  was  displeased  to  find  that 
Mr.  Vanbrunner,  had  never  thought  proper 
to  shew  Jack  that  civility  and  attention  the 
latter  was  certainly  entitled  to  have  received  at 
his  hands. 

Now  this  was  a  subject  Jack  would  rather 
have  avoided.  He  was  aware  that  Vanbrunner 
had  ever  treated  him  with  marked  incivility, 
yet  notwithstanding  he  knew  that  such  conduct 
was  wholly  unmerited  on  his  part,  his  pride 
was  hurt  that  a  man  he  held  in  such  contempt 
as  he  and  most  others  beside  did  Vanbrunner, 
should  have  it  in  his  power  to  treat  him  as  a 
person  unworthy  of  his  acquaintance.  But  he 
resolved  to  tell  the  honest  truth  nevertheless, 
and  therefore  said  that  Vanbrunner  had  shewn 
no  desire  to  court  his  society,  but  why  or 
wherefore  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conjecture. 

'*  I  can  inform  you,  why  it  is,"  said'  Lord 
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Hexham^  '^your  offence  is  that  yoa  are  a  gen-i 
tleman  in  appearance  and  in  manner — of  dis- 
tinguished talents,  and  descended  from  a  long 
line  of  illastrious  and  respectable  ancestry;  any 
single  circumstance  of  which  would  prove  quite 
enough  to  excite  the  enry  of  such  a  person  as 
Vanbrunner;  who  is  one  of  those  narrow 
minded  men  who  never  loose  a  chance  of 
treating  those  whose  real  superiority  is  so  gall- 
ing to  them,  with  overbearing  insolencci  when 
ever  they  imagine  they  may  do  so  with  impunity. 
Deeply  do  I  regret  that  I  knew  so  little  of  the 
man,  before  I  permitted  an  event  to  take  {^Aoe 
which  has  proved  a  great  source  of  grief  to 
myself,  and  I  may  add  to  every  other  member 
of  my  family/' 

But  his  lordship  had  no  reason  to  complain 
of  disrespect  in  the  conduct  of  his  son-in-law 
towards  himself*  which  was  servile  in  the  ex* 
trerae ;  yet  i^is  had  only  t^e  effect  of  rendering 
the  latter  an  object  of  greater  contempt  in  fais 
ejres;  and  though  he   ooeasioaally  displayed 


feelings  of  kindness  towards  his  daughter  Ladf 
Mary  Ann  Vanbrunner ;  yet  he  took  very  little 
notice,  either  of  her  husband,  or  her  ckUdren. 
Lord  Hexham  now  perceiving  that  the  sub- 
ject upon  which  he  had  been  last  speaking,  waa 
any  thing  but  pleasing  to  his   new  acquaint- 
ance, changed  the  conversation,  and  enquired 
of  Jack  if  he  was  fond  of  music,  to  which  the 
latter  having  replied    in   the  affirmative,    he 
offered  him  the  use  of  his  box  at  the  opera, 
which  on  account  of  a  reeent  death  that  had 
occurred  in  his  family  he  did  not  intend  to  oc« 
eupy  for  the  season.    This  kind  olfer  Jmtk  very 
readily  teeepted,  and  then  risii^  and  wishing 
hit  nobk  friend  good  morning,  and  promising 
soon  to  weptat  his  visit,  both  paities'  nepariisd 
■nitodly  pleased  with  each  other. 

Lord  Hexham's  extremeaffability  to  a  person 
he  had  never  seen  before,  and  which  was  so 
very  different  from  his  usual  habits,  may  per- 
haps appear  remarkaUe;  yet  after  all,  it  pro- 
ceeded from  his  ruling  passion,  faifiSiy  ptide. 
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which  did  not  consist  so  much  in  th^  distin- 
guished station  he  filled  in  the  peerage^  as  in 
the  antiquity  of  his  descent,  which  he  traced  in 
the  male  line^  as  far  back  as  the  reign  of  King 
Alfred ;  whilst  his  descent  through  bis  mother, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  Price  family^. threw 
this  long  line  of  paternal  ancestry^  completely 
into  the  shade ;  for  the  pedigree  of  the  Prices, 
was  forty  five  feet  long^  and  which  after  passing 
through  the  British  and  Saxon  race  of  Mon- 
archsy  pursued  its  course  through  the  iCiogfi  of 
Judah  and  Israel)  reached  Noah  and  the  Ark 
and  finished  with  Adam  and  Eve  $  and  the  name 
of  Prioe;  although  we  have  known  it  borne  by  a 
chimney  swjsep,  and  may  for  any  thing  we  know 
to  the  oootrary,  have^distinguished  a  pickpocket 
was  in  the  present  instance  derived  from  a 
most  ffeuawned  personage  yclept  •  Can^oe 
Ap  Rbya  i  who  in  conjunction  with  his  kinsman 
Bhyss  Ap  Themas,  having  rendered  some  im* 
portant  Btffvioes  to  Henry  the  Seventh  in  de- 
tbrmii^  .hin  rival  Bic)iard  tkua^  TUft^  was  by 
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the  former  rewarded  with  the  lands  of  Bome  of 
the  attainted  parties  on  the  other  side;  a  sort  of 
robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul  systenij  the  mo- 
narchs  of  this  realm  some  few  centuries  ago  were 
much  addicted  to^  as  a  means  of  rewarding  and 
securing  the  fidelity  of  their  adherents.  But 
as  Caradoo  Ap  Rhys*  Kke  other  Welchmen  of 
that  period  though  furnished  with  so  long  a 
pedigree  was  unprovided  with  a  surname,  his 
descendants  adopted  first  that  of  Ap  Rhys, 
which  afterwards  became  absorbed  in  the  more 
every  day  appellation  of  Price. 
Now  Lord  Hexham  had  been  very  much  struck 
with  our  hero's  gentlemanly  appearance  and 
address^  which  added  to  his  being  descended 
firom  a  race  with  which  he  was  so  proud  to 
daim  kindred  was  a  high  recommendation  in 
his  fitvor ;  so  that  from  the  first  moment  he  saw 
ham,  he  bad  numbered  him  amongst  hisliighly 
privileged  friends. 

itND  or  irOL.  I. 
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CHAPTER  L 


A  SHORT   CHAPTER  IN  WHICH   WE  INTRODUCE  A 
NEW  CHARACTER. 

/ 


Alfred  Thompeon  was  the  son  of  a  Linen- 
draper  in  Longpassage,  and,  having  exhibited 
an  unusual  degree  of  talent,  at  a  very  early  age, 
was  designed  for  one  of  the  learned  professions 
Instead   therefore    of  standing    behind   his 

VOL  OL  ■ 
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father's  counter,  he  was  elevated  to  one  of  the 
loft  J  stools  in  Mr.   Laygent's  office ;    but  aa 
with    height,   high    thoughts    arise,    so    the 
young  articled  clerk,  from  his  elevated  seat  in 
tlie  attorney's  office,  began  to  aspire  to  the  still 
higher  degree  of  a'  counsel  learned  in  the  law. 
Was  it  ambition  then  that  aroused  these  feel* 
ings?      Ambition  might  have  had  something 
to  do  with  it ;  but  it  was  a  passion  far  stronger 
than  this — it  was  love,  which— as  far  as  my  own 
limited  observations  have  enabled  me  to  judge^ 
has  had  quite  as  powerful  an  effect  as  ambition 
in   metamorphosing  young    attorneys*    clerks 
into  barristers. — The  beauty,  accomplishments, 
amiability  and  good  temper  of  Mr.  Laygent's 
daughter,  Sosc,  with  whom  our  readers  are  al- 
ready acquainted,   very  soon   began  to  make  a 
deep  impression  npon  the  heart  of  the  young 
articled  clerk,  which,  by  degrees,  ripened  into  a 
firm  and  lasting  attachment— such  ad  none  can 
feel  but  once ;  such,  indeed,  as  the  greater  part 
of  mankind  are  never  doomed  to  feel  at  all. 


L^ 
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But  as  the  course  of  true  love  **  never  did  run 
smooth,"  60,  in  Thompson's  case,  the  linen- 
draper's  shop  of  his  paternal  parent,  formed  an 
almost  insurmountable  barrier  to  his  happiness, 
which  he  could  only  hope  to  remove  by  obtain- 
ing eminence  in  a  profession  where  high  birth, 
rank,  or  wealth,  have  but  little  weight ;  and 
where  talent  alone  can  insure  Bucces(?« 

With  this  only  hope  was  he  induced  to  risk 
his  fortune  in  that  most  uncertain  of  all  pro- 
fessions, in  which  so  few — after  going  throuis;h  a 
course  of  long  and  arduous  study,  and  endur- 
ing the  misery  of  that  hope  delayed  which 
mnketh  the  heart  eick — succeed  in  obtaining 
even  a  moderate  competence — whilst  those  who 
are  obliged  to  abandon  it  altogether,  or  struggle 
through  a  life  of  continued  poverty  and  dis- 
appointment, form  a  very  legion  in  multitude, 
in  comparison  to  the  happy  few,  who  ever 
attain  to  either  wealth  or  eminence. 

But  n  man's  love  is  worth  little  who  would 
shrink  from  any  difficulties  he  may  have  to  en- 
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counter  in  the  eanae:  conBeqoently,  Alfred 
Thompeon  became  a  member  o{  the  Honorable 
Societj  of  Gray's  Inn,  and  a  paful  of  Mr. 
Pickle.  Here  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with 
Jack,  who,  as  we  before  stated,  was  also  a 
pupil  of  that  learned  gentleman,  and  who  was 
not  long  in  discovering  and  dnly  appreciating 
the  merits  of  his  fellow^student;  for  our 
young  hero  was  the  last  person  in  the  world 
to  think  less  highly  of  a  man  of  genius^ 
because  he  had  formerly  filled  a  more  humble 
grade  of  life  than  himself. 

Alfred  Thompson  had  now  t<»led  on  through 
upwardsof  fouryearsand  a  half  of  arduous  study, 
and  but  a  few  months  more  were  to  pass  away 
before  he  oould  be  called  to  the  bar,  and  com- 
mence that  career  upon  which  all  his  future 
hopes  depended.  As  this  important  crisis 
approached— by  a  diffidence  from  which  even 
men  of  the  most  splendid  talents  are  not  always 
exempt-'-he  began  to  fear  that  he  had  over- 
rated his  abilities,  and  had  aspired  to  a  pro- 
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fesaion  in  which  he  stood  but  little  chanoe  of 
bringing  himself  into  honoarable  notice.  This 
oattsed  that  depression  of  mind  of  which, 
only  those  who  hare  endured  the  misery,  can 
form  an  idea.  Jack,  however,  did  all  he 
eonld  to  cheer  and  encourage  his  fellow  stu- 
dent, and  by  a  little  well-managed  and  good* 
natured  encouragement  generally  contrived  to 
elevate  poor  Alfred's  drooping  spirits. 

But  Thompson  had  one  powerful  consolation 
in  all  his  troubles.  He  knew  that  his  affection 
was  returned.  It  is  true  he  had  never 
breathed  a  word  of  his  passion  to  the  object 
of  it;  but  there  is  a  sort  of  freemasonry 
amongst  lovers,  far  more  expressive  than 
words;  and  he  felt  more  confidence  in 
the  faith  of  her  attachment  than  most  lovers 
have  the  good  fortune  to  do,  who  have  ex- 
changed vows  withoat  number  of  interminable 
love  and  fidelity. 

He  was-  also  aware  that  he  occupied  a 
high  place  in  the  esteem  of  both  her  parents, 
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bat  still  he  feared  even  to  hint  the  subject  of 
his  attachment  to  them ;  lest,  by  a  premature 
disclosure,  his  hopes  might  be  at  once  and  for'- 
ever  annihilated.  But  had  he  known  the  real 
sentiments  the  Lajgents  entertained  towards 
him  it  would  have  saved  him  the  pang  of  manj 
a  bitter  and  anxious  hour. 

A  man  who  really  loves  keeps  the 
secret,  or  at  any  rate  tries  to  do  so.  It  is 
only  those  who  now  and  then  feel  slight 
scratches  that  talk  and  chatter  about  it, 
and  make  confidants.  Alfred  Thompson  had 
therefore  never  mentioned  the  subject  of  his 
attachment  to  any  one.  But  Jack,  who  was  a 
sharp  fellow  in  such  matters,  knew  much  more 
about  the  afiidr  than  his  friend  had  any  sus- 
picion ofj  though,  from  motives  of  delicacy,  he 
never  alluded  to  it 

Now  it  struck  our  hero,  that  under  all  the  cir» 
cumstanoes,  it  would  be  but  an  act  of  friendly 
duty  to  invite  Thompson  to  meet  Laygent, 
who  was  that  day  to  dine    with  him;  and 
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bfi  therefore  Galled  upon  the  ibrmer  as  he  re- 
tiun^d  from  his  viait  to  St.  JamesV  square, 
aad  easily  prei^Ued  upon  him  to  join  the  party. 
Upon  reaching  bis  own  chambers.  Jack 
found  that  the  colonel  and  his  new  solicitor  bad 
arranged  their  business  to  their  mutual  satisfac- 
tion; and  the  former,  considering  himself  in  a 
great  degree  relieved  from  his  embarrassments, 
was  in  most  excellent  spirits,  which  afforded  a 
source  of  pure  gratification  to  his  two  friends ; 
whilst  Alfred  Thompson,  from  the  kind  and 
affectionate  manner  bis  former  instructor  ex- 
hibited towards  him,  began  to  entertain  some 
hopes  of  future  felicity  he  had  before  regarded 
as  too  great  to  be  ever  realized ;  and  we  believe 
there  were  no  persons  within  the  precincts  of 
Ghray's  Inn,  aye,  and  of  all  the  other  Inns 
of  Court  put  together,  who  were  happier 
fellows  than  the  four  gentlemen  who  dined 
together  on  the  ground-floor  of  No. — , 
Verulam  Buildings,  on  that  eventful  afternoon ; 
all  of  whom  enjoyed  those  feelings  of  pure  delight 
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which  can  011I7  exist  where  social  interoonrse  is 

cemented  bjunitiialrqSBid  and  esteem;  and  so 

nmtStj  merry  did  the  party  at  last  become  as 

actoally  to  distmb  ^Ir.  Gendd  Vanfaninner, 

who  was  then  also  studying  for  the  bar,  and 

occupied  a  set  of  chambers  on  the  floor  imme- 
diately aboT& 
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CHAPTER  II. 


A  SHORTER  CHAPTER,  IN  WHICH  JACK  3IAKE8 
A  DISCOVERT  THAT  MAT  PERHAPS  LEAD  TO 
MORS  IMPORTANT  EVENTS;  AND  MR.  GE- 
RALD YANBRUNNER  SEES  SOMETBINa  AT 
WHICH  HB   MARVELS   BXCBBDINGLT. 


From  the  reluctance  which  Colonel  Anderson 
continued  to  evince  towards  encountering  any  of 
his  former  associates,  Jack  was  unable'  to  pre- 
vail upon  him  to  appear  in  any  of  the  fashion- 
able parts  of  town,  and  could  in  fact  rarely 
induce  him  to  extend  his  walks  beyond  the 
Gray's  Inn  Gardens, 
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It  then  occurred  to  him,  that  Lord  Hexham's 
offer  of  his  Opera  box  might  afford  some 
amusement  to  his  friend,  who  was  de- 
TOtedly  fond  of  Music,  and,  indeed,  no  mean 
proficient  in  the  art ;  yet  haying  some  doubts 
whether  the  privilege  was  not  limited  to  himself 
alone,  he  judged  it  expedient  first  of  all  to 
ascertain  that  fact;  for  which  purpose  he  re- 
solved, without  further  delay,  to  proceed  to 
St.  James's  Squfire. 

Lord  Hexham  received  him  in  the  same  kind 
and  affable  manner  as  he  had  done  upon  bis 
first  visit,  and  Jack,  taking  an  early  Oppor- 
tunity of  introducing  the  subject,  had  the 
satisfftction  to  find  that  the  whole  box  was 
intended  to  be  at  his  disposal,  and  that  he 
was  at  perfect  liberty  to  occupy  it  with 
any  friends  he  might  choose  to  take  with  him. 

The  Earl  also,  before  our  hero  took  hia 
leave,  expressed  a  desire  to,  introduce  him  to 
some  of  the  other  members  of  his  family,  and. 
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in  order  to  bring  Hxib  about,  be  made  him  pro- 
mise to  dine  there  the  fcriUowiog  day. 

The  colonel  was  easily  prevailed  upon  to 
ficcede  to  his  young  friend's  wishes;  and  being 
now  furnished  with  the  proper  credentials,  the 
same  evening  found  them  both  at  the  opera ; 
where  the  former,  by  occupying  a  retired  part 
of  the  box,  w.as  enabled  to  seclude  himself  from 
the  view  of  the  gay  throng  around  him,  and 
to  participate,  unseen,  in  the  charms  of  his 
favourite  science.  But  his  companion  was 
occupied  with  very  different  thoughts;  for 
no  sooner  had  he  entered  the  box  than  he  disco- 
vered it  to  be  the  very  identical  one  in  which 
he  had  seen  his  beautiful  unknown. 

It  then  instantly  occurred  to  him  that  she 
must,  in  some  way  or  other,  be  related  to  Lord 
Hexham.  One  of  his  sons  he  knew  had 
leeently  died  (and  it  was  to  his  death  that  the 
earl  had  before  alluded).  It  was  very  possible 
he  might  have  left  children,  and,  it  was  equally 
possible,  he  thought,  she  might  be  one  of  them ; 
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an  idea  which  the  deep  mounuDg  she  mote 
when  he  last  saw  her,  seemed  strongly  to  oor* 
roborate ;  so  that  then  he  began  to  entertain 
very  sanguine  hopes^  that  the  time  of  his  be-* 
coming  acquainted  with  her,  was  not  far 
distant* 

Whilst  his  mind  was  fully  occupied  by  these 
thoughts,  which  it  was  during  the  whole  course 
of  the  performance,  he  was  little  sensible  of 
anything  that  was  passing  around  him,  or  of 
the  gaping  stare  with  which  Mr.  Grerald  Van- 
brunner  was  regarding  him  from  the  pit 
beneath,  and  marvelling  exceedingly  how  the 
deuce  it  was  he  had  managed  to  gain 
a  footing  in  a  place  he  himself  had  long, 
but  vainly,  sought  to  occupy. 

Now  so  much  indeed  was  Jack  impressed 
with  the  idea  that  Emily  must  in  some  way  or 
other  be  connected  with  Lord  Hexham's  fiunily, 
that  before  he  went  to  bed  he  resolved  to  con^ 
suit  the  peerage ;  in  which  he  had  soon  the  sa- 
tisfaction to  find  that  his  lordship*s  deceased 
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•on  had  left  two  daaghters,  the  elder  of  whom 
being  otUed  Emily— the  name  he  had  already 
heard  addieesed  to  his  fair  incognito— 
and  the  young  lady  there  mentioned  haying 
been  bom  just  twenty  years  before^  her 
name  and  age  seemed  both  to  correspond  with 
that  of  his  lovely  unknown. 

*^  She  must  be  the  same,"  said  Jack  to 
himself  as  he  closed  the  book,  and  that  almost 
loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  the  Colonel  in 
the  adjmning  room.  "  And,**  continued  he, 
^<  she  must .  have  been  on  her  way  to  town 
when  I  saw  her  last>  most  probably  to  her 
grandfatber^s ;  where  else  indeed  could  she  go? 
And  perhapsi"  continued  he,  ^*  I  may  meet  her 
to*  morrow.'' 

And  this  perhaps,  having  almost  immediately 
resolved  itself  into  certaintyj  he  forthwith 
proceeded  to  undress  himself ;  which  having 
achieved,  he  jumped  into  bed,  resolving  to  sleep 
away  some  of  the   tedious  hours  that  must 
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necesaarilj  intervene  before  the  happy  time 
of  meeting  could  arrive,  and  so  hard  did  he 
try  to  fall  asleep,  that  the  very  effort  kept 
him  wide  awake  till  daylight. 
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CHAPTER  IIL 


MB.  OEBALD  VANBRUNNER  IN  BUSTING  HIM- 
SELF ABOUT  LOBD  HEXHAM's  BOX,  FINDS 
THAT  HE  OBT8  HIMSELF  INTO  THE  WRONG 
one;  JACIC  DINES  WITH  THE  EARL,  WITH 
A  PARTICULAR  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  PARTY  HE 
MEETS  THERE. 


Mr.  Gerald  Vanbrunnbr  reallj  felt  puzzled^ 
and  could  not  at  all  make  out  how  it  had  come 
to  pass  that  Jack  should  obtain  a  seat  in  his 
noUe  relative's  private  box  in  the  Opera, 
which  the  young  gentleman  seemed  to  occupy 
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with  as  little  apparent  idea  of  the  high  honor 
it  conferred  upon  hinij  as  if  he  had  been 
the  noble  Earl  himself.  Young  Vanbrunner 
remembered  too^  that  when  that  great  man^  he 
had  been  taught  to  call  ''  papa/'  had  requested 
to  occupy  the  same  envied  situation  for  a 
single  night  onlj^  whilst  its  lordly  proprietor 
was  out  of  town,  he  had  received  a  flat  re- 
fusal, couched  in  such  terms  as  eflectually 
deterred  him  from  making  a  second  application. 
Mr.  Gerald  Vanbrunner  therefore  supposed 
that  Jack  must  have  obtained  this  privilege 
through  the  assistance  of  some  inferior  agent, 
who  had  thus  presumed  to  trifle  with  the 
property  of  his  superior.  This  caused  the 
young  gentleman  to  take  all  at  once  an  un- 
usual degree  of  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his 
noble  relative,  whom  he  resolved  forthwith  to 
acquaint  with  the  circumstance.  As  early 
therefore  as  he  considered  it  would  be  possi^ 
ble  to  obtain  an  interview  did  he  proceed  to 
Lord  Hexham^s  residence,  for  the  gentlemanly 
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purpose  of  aoting  the  part  of  an  informer ;  a 
character  for  which  he  was  very  well  calcu* 
lated,  and  salted  his  disposition  admirably. 

Now  we  ought  to  inform  our  readers  a  little 
more  about  this  personage,  whom  we  have 
already  more  than  once  noticed.  First  then 
we  will  commence  with  his  appearance,  which 
was  much  more  remarkable  than  pleasing. 
He  was  somewhat  below  the  middle  height,  and 
rather  inclining  to  corpulency.  He  possessed  a 
broad  unmeaning  face,  in  which  a  low  retiring 
forehead  and  snub  nose,  was  strongly  con- 
teasted  by  a  chin  of  most  unusual  magnitude ; 
which,  with  a  pursed  up  mouth,  imparted  a 
grare,  but  decidedly  not  a  dignified  expression 
to  his  dark  and  sallow  countenance.  But  the 
truth  is,  there  was  not  an  atom  of  dignity 
about  him ;  and  his  plain  unmeaning  face,  af<» 
forded  a  pretty  fair  index  of  his  mind,  the  whole 
oontents  of  which  may  be  summed  up  in  a  very 
few  words.    Had  he  been  a  clever  fellow  he 
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would  have  proved    a  consummate  villain-^ 
bttt  being  a  blockhead,  be  was  merely  a  sneak. 

At  Oxford  he  was  well  known  as  a  tuft* 
banter*  but  was  far  from  snecessful  in  the 
pursuit*  having  in  fact  so  little  to  reoommend 
him,  that  all*  both  gentle  and  simple*  were  in- 
clined to  avoid  his  society ;  consequently  the 
only  reward  of  his  labours*  was  universal  oon« 
tempt  and  ridicule. 

We  have  already  stated  that  this  young  gen- 
tleman left  the  University  without  taking  his 
degree;  but  this  he  affirmed  proceeded  from 
no  want  of  ability  on  his  part ;  but  that  he 
considered  it  beneath  his  dignity  to  go  thimigh 
the  drudgery  of  the  necessary  course  of  atudy 
to  obtain  it ;  till  his  father  at  length  found  it 
advisable  to  remove  him  from  a  place,  in  which 
it  was  apparent  he  was  likely  to  jgain  very  little 
credit. 

Two  years  previoasly  to  his  quitting  college^ 
be    had     been    entered    as    a    member   of 
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Gray's  Inn;  and  as  he  could  keep  his 
terms  at  the  latter  place,  and  at  Oxford  at  the 
same  time^-fais  father  had  some  hopes  that 
between  the  two  his  son  would  acquire  a  suffi- 
cient stock  of  knowledge  to  get  through  the 
arduous  duties  of  a  country  gentleman  and  a 
County  Magistrate^  without  ezpoeiug  himself 
to  the  ridicule  of  every  bumpkin  in  the 
district. 

The  Earl  of  Hexham,  like  some  other  very 
proud  men  weoonldname,  piqued  himself  upon 
being  easily  accessible  upon  matters  of  business; 
ooneequently  Mr.  Gerald*  Vanbrunner  on 
sending  in  his  name  and  requesting  a  few 
moments'  conversation  upon  some  matters  of 
importance,  was  admitted  forthwith  into  the 
presence  of  his  august  relative.  But  still  he 
found  himself  coldly,  though  politely  received ; 
and  being  desired  to  take  a  seat,  the  Earl  ap- 
peared to  be  waiting  for  his  visiter  to  state 
the  nature  of  the  business  he  came  upon ;  for 
he  remained  silent,  wbibt  the  latter  also  con* 
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tinned  mnie  horn  mere  apprehension  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  his  commnnioations  were 
likely  to  be  taken.  He  was  aware,  however, 
that  he  had  then  gone  too  far  to  reoede,  so 
at  length  taking  oonrage,  he  oommenced  by 
observing  that  he  had  been  at  the  Opera  on 
the  preceding  evening. 

^^  Indeed,"  said  Lord  Hexham  laoonically. 

'^  And  I  can  assure  your  lordship,**  continued 
GrenJd  Yanbrunner,  <'  I  was  much  surprised 
at  what  I  saw  there — ^I  was  very  much  sur- 
prised— I  was  indeed,  my  Lord." 

'^  WeU,"  said  Lord  Hexham,  with  an  impa- 
tient bow,  ^*  proceed,  sir.** 

^*  Your  lordship  may  well  imagine  my  sur- 
prise,''resumed  Mr,  Gerald  Yanbrunner,  ^'and  I 
may  add  my  wonder  and  astonishment,  when  I 
inform  you  that  I  actually  saw  a  person  whom 
I  only  know  by  sight,  and  with  whom  I  beg"  to 
assure  you  I  have  not  the  slightest  aoquaintanoe, 
a  *Mr.  John  Price  of  Longpassage,  had,  bj 
some  means  or  other,  obtained  the  possession 
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of  your  private  box!  Yes,  my  Lord,  your 
private  box-^in  which  he  was  sitting  and 
viewing  the  perf'ormanod  in  the  coolest  and 
most  impudent  manner  possible.'* 

**  And  yoQ  really  saw  the  person  called  Mr. 
John  Prioe  of  Longpassage  there  did  you?" 
enquired  Lord  Hexham. 

**  I  did  I  assure  you,  my  Lord,"  replied  Mr. 
Gerald  Vanbrunner,  confidently.  '^  There  was 
also  somebody  else  there  with  him ;  but  who 
he  was  I  couldn't  make  out" 

'*  I  think  you  may  make  your  mind  quite 
easy  that  he  was  not  in  worse  company  than  I 
myself  have  sat  with  there,"  said  Lord  Hex* 
ham,  with  considerable  asperity.  *^  For  I  beg 
to  inform  you  that  I  myself  have  sat  in  that 
very  box  in  company  with  the  son  of  a  Quack 
Doctor.'' 

Mr.  Gerald>Yanbrunner  first  stared  with  aa* 
loudiment,  and  the  next  moment  appeared 
veady  to  sink  into  the  earth  with  confusion,  as 
the  Earl  continued. 
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^'  Yes,  sir,  the  Earl  of  Hexham  has  condes* 
cended  to  sit  in  that  very  box  with  the  son  of 
the  inventor  and  proprietor  of  worm  cakes  and 
highly  concentrated  &rinaceou8  food  for 
infants.  And  now,  sir,  for  yoar  satisfaction, 
let  me  inform  you,  that  this  Mr.  John  Price, 
who  has  not  the  pleasure  of  your  acquaintance, 
I  deem  it  an  honor  to  number  amongst  my  own  ; 
and  let  me  tell  you,  that  I  consider  you  have 
taken  a  most  unwarrantable  liberty  in  thus 
presuming  to  intermeddle  with  either  his  affairs 
or  mine." 

With  this  severe  reproof,  the  old  lord  re- 
sumed his  occupation  of  writing,  in  which  he 
was  engaged  when  his  grandson  entered 
upon  his  unlucky  errand,  leaving  the  latter 
alino^stnpified  with  shame  and  vexation. 

"  I  don't  wish  to  detain  you  any  ionger, 
sir,*'  said  the  haughty  grandfather^  looking  up 
from  his  writing  and  regarding  his  discon- 
eerted  descendent  with  a  look  of  undisguised 
contempt,    who     stammering    out    a    '^  good 
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morniDg,  my  Lord,"  sneaked  out  of  the  house  - 
with  feelings  bj  no  means  to  be  envied,  and 
which  are  never  felt,  but  by  a  scoaodrel  when 
detected  in  an  ansoccessfal  act  of  villany. 

And  now  we  must  return  to  our  friend  Jack, 
who  did  not  forget  to  fulfil  his  engagement 
The  party  assembled  he  found  consisted  only 
of  the  members  of  Lord  Hexham's  family. 
— Namely,  one  of  his  sons,  a  nephew,  two  un- 
married daughters,  and  a  niece.  The  «on  ap- 
peared to  be  a  good-humoured,  middle-aged 
gontlemao,  who  being  the  incumbent  of  .a  rich 
benefice  seemed  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  ease 
and  comfort  without  troubling  himself  much 
about  the  affairs  of  the  rest  of  mankind. 

The  nephew,  Mr.  Henry  Gerald,  was  the 
learned  man  of  the  family— which  is  not  perhaps 
very  wonderful,  when  we  take  it  into  considera- 
tion that  he  was  the  only  one  of  the  whole  batch 
who  had  tnken  much  trouble  to  improve  the 
talents  with  which  nature  had  endowed  him. 
He  was  at  the  Chancery  bar — represented  one 
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of  lu8  loxdahip*8  boroughs  in  ParlUment— «nd 
upon  the  whole  might  be  said  to  be  a  clears 
headed  and  a  talented  man. 

Lady  Mary  and  Lady  Jane  Gerald,  Lord 
Hexham's  daughters,  were  agreeable,  ladylike 
women^  who^  notwithstanding  they  were  no 
longer  young,  had  yet  managed  to  retain  a 
portion  of  their  former  beauty,  whilst  their 
orphan  nieoe  Harriet,  was  really  a  very  pretty 
little  girl^  apparently  not  more  than  sixteen ; 
perfectly  good-tempered,  artless,  and  unaf* 
fected.  But  pretty  and  interesting  as  she  un* 
donbtedly  was,  she  was  not  the  person  Jack 
had  so  anxiously  desired  to  meet.  Still  she 
came  not;  and  very  shortly  after  his  arrival 
the  dinner  being  announced,  he  nearly  aban* 
dooed  all  hopes  of  then  seeing  her. 

Small  dinner  parties  are  often  the  most  plea- 
sant, and  always  so  when  the  company  assembled 
are  unanimous  in  their  deore  to  make  them* 
selves  mutually  agreeable  to  each  other,  and  ia 
the  present  instance  our  hero  found  every  one 


THB    TBBEE  STUDENTS.  25 

SO  much  in  accordance  with  his  taste,  that 
he  soon  b^an  to  congratuhite  himself  on 
having  made  so  delightful  an  addition  to  his 
acquaintance,  which  reconciled  him  in  some 
d^^ree  to  his  previous  disappointment. 

It  is  true,  the  rector  never  uttered  a  syllable, 
during  the  whole  course  of  the  dinner ;  but 
then,  he  was  evidently  a  silent  man ;  and  it  was 
plain  that  hb  reserve  proceeded  from  neither 
pride,  selfishness,  or  ill-hnmour ;  for  he  had 
that  truly  good-tempered  smile  constantly 
playing  about  his  features,  which  can  never  be 
mistaken  ;  and  he  laughed  more  heartily  than 
any  one  present,  when  there  really  was  any* 
thing  to  laugh  at.  » 

Mr.  Henry  Gerald,  it  must  be  confessed,  was 
rather  prosy,  and  the  noble  lord  himself,  per- 
haps, still  more  so.  But  the  female  part  of  the 
company.  Jack  was  perfectly  delighted  with  ;  for 
the  aunts,  if  no  longer  young,  were  clever, 
lady-like,  unaffected,  and  good-natured :  whilst 
their  niece,  in  addition  to  all  these  qualifica- 

VOL.  It.  c 
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tionS;  had  also  youth  as  well  as  beaaty  to  re- 
commend her;  added  to  which,  having  fully 
determined  that  Emily  Gerald  and  his  lovely 
unknown,  were  the  same  identical  person,  he 
experienced  great  interest  in  the  society  of  one 
he  supposed  to  be  her  sister :  who  being  placed 
next  him,  he  soon  managed  to  engage  in 
conversation;  for  being  no  bread  and  butter 
Miss,  she  chatted  away  to  him  with  as  little  re- 
serve, as  if  she  had  known  him  from  her  in- 
fancy. 

But  not  a  word  bad  he  yet  heard  upon  the 
much  wished  for  subject ;  and  as  it  was  evident 
the  ladies  would  soon  take  their  departure,  he 
began  to  fear  that  no  allusion  whatever  would  be 
made  to  it,  when  Lord  Hexham,  who  was  in 
high  good  humour,  expressed  a  wish  that  his 
poor  Emily  could  have  been  prevailed  upon  to 
join  the  party,  as  that  he  was  certain  Mr 
Price's  merry  hee  and  conversation  could  not 
have  failed  to  enliven  her  spirits. 

Jack  pricked  up  his  ears  eagerly  at  this  in- 
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teliigence,  but  a  sigh  from  little  Harriet  was 
the  only  reply ;  and  a  look  of  momentary  sad- 
aesB,  which  he  also  saw  displayed  in  the  coun- 
tenances of  her  aunts,  seemed  to  denote  that 
there  was  some  serious  cause  for  her  absence. 
This  so  much  excited  Jacks  curiosity, 
that  he  ventured  to  inquire  of  Harriet  if  her 
sister  was  suffering  from  ill-health. 

"  She  is,  indeed,"'  replied  Harriet,  "  and^" 
added  she,  with  some  emotion  ;  "  we  have 
both  of  us  lately  had  very  severe  trials,  but 
her*s  have  been  far  more  severe  than  mine." 

Jack  felt  very  curious  to  know  why  ;  but  as 
he  saw  the  subject  was  a  painful  one,  he  was 
constrained  to  pursue  it  no  further. 

The  ladies  now  prepared  to  retire;  but  be- 
fore they  left  the  roorn^  they  insisted  upon 
securing  our  hero's  company  for  the  remainder  of 
the  evening. 

^*  And  then,"  said  Harriet,  as  she  rose  to  de- 
part, ^'  I'll  introduce  you  to  Emily ;  I  am  sure 
you'll  like  her,  for  everybody  likes  I  er 
c3 
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better  than  they  do  me — and  00  will  you  too  I 
know  !*• 

Here  she  blushed  very  prettily ;  as  if -she  had 
said  a  little  more  than  she  intended^  and  taking 
the  arm  of  one  of  her  aunts^  and  bowing  gra- 
ciously to  Jack^  she  left  the  room. 

Our  hero,  being  now  in  excellent  spirits, 
joined  freely  in  the  conversation  that  took 
place  after  dinner  —  although,  at  the  same 
time,  somewhat  impatient  to  rejoin  the 
ladies ;  yet  when  the  period  really  did  arrive, 
he,  all  at  once,  felt  an  unpleasant  sort  of  all- 
overishness,  and  began  to  entertain  some  serious 
apprehensions  that  he  should  be  unable  to 
undergo  the  ceremony  of  the  introduction,  he 
was  so  desirous  of,  without  blushing  and  look- 
ing foolish  ;  and  \>  hen,  on  entering  the  draw- 
ing-room, he  perceived  a  female  figure  clad  in 
deep  mourning,  reclining  upon  one  of  the  sofas, 
he  almost  wished  himself  a  hundred  miles  off. 
But  by  this  time,  little  Harriet  bad  advanced 
to  meet  him,  and  taking  his  arm,  led  him  for- 
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wsrd  for  the  purpose  of  introdacing  him  to  her 
invalid  sister. 

As  yet,  he  had  obtuned  bat  a  partial  view  of 
her  figure,  whilst  her  features  had  been  wholly 
8(ffeened  by  those  around  her,  and  as  she  aros^ 
from  her  reclining  posture  as  he  drew  near, 
ahe  was  wholly  hidden  from  his  sight,  till  on 
his  dose  approach,  her  two  aunts,  who  had 
hitherto  eclipsed  her,  drew  aside,  and  disclosed 
to  him,  Emily  Gerald,  as  lovely  a  being  as 
man  ever  looked  upon ;  and  yet.  Jack  looked 
upon  her  with  an  eye  of  bitter  disappoiotment ; 
for  he  then  discovered,  that  Emily  Gerald 
and  his  fair  unknowD,  were  not  the  same 
person. 


30  THB 


CHAPTER  IV. 


AH      UNLUCKT     SPEECH      LETS     JACK     INTO     A 
8EGRRT. 


Colonel  Andenon,  having,  at  lengtby  taken 
leaye  of  bis  young  friend  Jack^  had  gone 
to  reside  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Long* 
passage,  in^  a  small,  bat  well  arranged 
house,  whidi  Laygent  had  there  por^ 
chased  for  him.  His  affidrs  were  all  by  this 
time  supposed  to  be  arranged.  The  remnant 
of  his  property  had  turned  out  to  be  much 
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more  than  had  ever  been  expected  ;   and  as  he 
himself  said,  was  amply  sufficient  to  enable  him 
to  jog  on  quietly  and  comfortably  for  the  rest 
of  his  days.     At  the  same  time,  he  talked  with 
so  much  apparent  cheerfulness  about  his  future 
plans,  and  all  the  contrivances  and  comforts 
he  intended  to  have  around  him,  that  he  seemed 
far  more  like  a  man   who  from  poverty,  had 
risen   to  unexpected  prosperity,  than  an  im- 
poverished prodigal  spendthrift,  raking  toge- 
ther a  few   scattered  remnants  of   his  former 
wealth,  and  exchanging    a  life   of  splendour' 
for    one  of   comparative    poverty  and  insig- 
nificance. Such  was  the  fact,  nevertheless ;  and 
his    present  abode,    humble    as    it    was,    in 
reality  afforded  him  more  solid  pleasure,  than 
he  had  ever  known  as  the  owner  of  the  fine 
mansion,    and    extensive  domains    of  Long- 
lands. 

As  soon  as  he  had  settled  in  his  new  resi- 
dence, Billy  Twaddle,  who  had  shewn  so  little 
feeling  when  he  believed  him  to  be  in  want  of 
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even  common  necessaries^  and  Mr.  Dobson  who 
had  contemplated  his  ruin  with  so  much  satis* 
faction,  were  amongst  the  first  of  bis  late 
acquaintance  who  called  upon  him — the  former 
haying  an  eye  to  the  Colonel's  dinners,  which 
he  still  supposed  him  in  a  situation  to  indulge 
his  friends  with  occanonanyi  and  Mr.  Dobson 
to  exult  oyer  him,  as  the  rich  man  who  could 
buy  that  property  tbe  necessities  of  the  other 
had  compelled  him  to  selL  But  the  Colonel 
held  Dobson's  vulgar  purse-pride  in  far  greater 
contempt,  than  the  latter  could  possibly  hold 
the  Colonel's  poverty ;  whose  real  superiority, 
the  man  of  money  could  not  avoid  being  con» 
scions  of;  and  whose  assumed  consequence  sunk 
into  utter  insignificance  beside  thedignity  of  the 
highly  finished  gentleman.  Nor  were  Twaddle 
and  Dobson  more  than  two  of  the  many  whocom- 
posed  the  Colonel's  acquaintance  at  Longpas- 
sage ;  amongst  whom,  some,  as  the  world  goes, 
very  good  sort  of  people  might  be  selected ;  so 
that  upon  the  whole,  he  never  found  his  time 
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to  hang  heavily  upou   hia  handa  for   want  of 
•ocietj. 

And  now  we  will  return  to  Jack;  who 
having  lost  hiB  companion,  became  a  frequent 
visiter  to  St.  James's  Square — where  we  be- 
lieve he  might  latterly  have  been  found 
quite  as  often  as  in  Mr.  Pickle's  chambers. 
Lord  Hexham,  indeed,  seemed  rather  to  con- 
sider him  aa  one  of  bis  own  family,  than  an 
acquaintance  of  only  a  few  weeks'  standing. 
With  the  female  part  of  the  family,  he  be^ 
came  more  and  more  pleased  every  time  he  saw 
them,  particularly  with  her  who  had  caused  him  so 
much  disappointment  on  his  first  introduction. 
Independently  of  being  extremely  beau- 
tiful, there  was  something  so  interesting 
about  her,  that  no  one  could  help  liking  her. 
To  Jack,  indeed,  there  was  a  marked  kind- 
ness in  her  manner,  from  the  very  moment  she 
first  saw  him ;  whilst  by  the  attention  with 
which  she  listened  to  all  he  said ;  it  was  evident 

she  felt  great  pleasure  in  his  society.    But  still 
c  5 
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there  was  a  deeply  rooted  sorrow,  whidr, 
though  she  appeared  to  be  struggling  againsti 
had  fixed  itself  too  firmly  to  be  easily  eradi- 
catedy  and  whieh  he  coald  not  help  attributing  to 
some  other  cause  than  the  death  of  her  father. 
An  incident  soon  occurred  which  unravelled 
the  whole  mystery. 

One  morning  when  Jack  called,  he  found 
little  Harriet  in  great  trouble  about  the  untimely 
fate  of  a  pet.  canary  bird,  which  had  fallen  a 
victim  to  the  rapacity  of  some  merciless  cat. 
By  way  of  consoling  her  for  her  loss,  he  offered 
to  procure  her  another,  unrivalled  in  the 
art  of  song,  who  could  draw  water  up 
in  his  bucket,  and  possessing  numberless 
other  bird-like  accomplishments.  Harriet, 
however,  expressed  her  full  determination 
to  have  no  more  pets ;  saying,  that  like  her  poor 
canary,  they  were  all  certain  to  come  to  some 
untimely  end. 

"  If  you  are  so  determined,"  said  Jack,  ^*  I 
won't  say  a  word  more  to  persuade  you ;  parti- 
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cularly,  as  my  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
petSy  entirely  coinddeB  with  yours*  I  had 
onee,**  added  he^  *'  a  pet  myself;  a  fine 
Newfoundland  dog.  Poor  fellow,  he  died  at 
last  of  old  age ;  yet  for  all  that,  I  am  ashamed 
to  say,  how  much  I  grieved  about  him.  But  I 
little  then,  thonght  how  soon  I  should  hear  of 
the  melancholy  fate  of  a  man  I  loved,  as  if  he 
had  been  my  brother." 

Here  Jack,  who  had  been  employed  in  mend- 
ing (some  pens  for  Miss  Gerald — walked  to- 
wards one  of  the  windows,  as  if  to  obtain  a 
better  light  for  his  purpose,  but  in  reality,  to 
hide  emotions  he  was  unable  to  repress,  and 
yet  was  desirous  of  concealing. 

^^  Yes,"  continued  he,  unmindful  of  the 
meaning  gestures  of  Harriet  and  Lady  Jane 
Gerald,  for  he  did  not  see  them :  ^^  poor  Charles 
Arundell  was  butchered  by  a  set  of  merciless 
savages,  and  in  him  died  as  honest  and  noble- 
minded  a  fellow  as  was  ever  born.** 

Here  he  was  startled  by  hearing  a  ary — oh ! 
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sach  a  piteous  cry  of  woe  I  that  the  aoand  of  it 
went  to  hie  very  heart  ^  and,  turning  hastily 
round,  he  discovered  Emily  Oerald  weeping 
bitterly,  whilst  her  aunt  and  sister  were  sup- 
porting her,  as  she  was  in  the  act  of  leayingthe 
room  in  a  state  of  great  excitement. 

Being  thus  left  alone,  he  felt  both  surprised 
and  perplexed  at  the  distress  he  had  thus,  un- 
consciously occasioned ;  for  he  had  forgotten  at 
the  momenty  that  his  lamented  friend  was  con- 
nected with  the  Gerald  family ;  nor  had  he  ever 
heard  a  word  of  any  attachment  existing  be- 
tween him  and  Miss  Gerald,  which  he  concluded 
could  be  the  only  cause  of  such  bitter  and  heart- 
felt sorrow  as  that  he  had  just  then  witnessed. 

But  little  Harriet  at  length  returned  to 
relieve  him  from  a  great  portion  of  his  anxiety, 
and  with  the  welcome  intelligence  that  her 
sister  was  much  recovered.  And  then  she 
told  him  the  whole  of  the  affair  from  the  begin- 
ning to  end;  the  substance  of  which  was, 
that  Charles  Arundell  was  a  first  cousin — That 
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he  was  a  great  deal  with  Harriet  and  her  sister 
as  they  were  growing  up— and  that  Charles  and 
Emily,  by  some  means  or  other,  had  fallen  in 
love  with  eg^  other.  But  as  it  is  well  known 
that  relatives  seldom  approve  of  love  between 
cousins,  unless  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  a 
fortune  in  the  family,  which  one  or  both  may 
happen  to  possess,  which  not  being  the  case  in 
the  present  instance,  the  youthful  lovers  had 
judged  it  expedient  to  keep  their  attachment 
secret.  No  one  therefore  was  aware  of 
any  engagement  between  the  cousins  until 
the  news  was  received  of  his  untimely  fate, 
when  the  excess  of  her  grief  but  too  plainly 
spoke  of  the  strength  of  her  afibction. 

*^  And  do  you  kno^,**  continued  Harriet,*' 
''that  only  a  few  months  since  his  elder  brother 
was  lolled  by  a  fall  from  a  ticious  horse?*' 

"  Yes,"  replied  Jack,  **  I  remember  hearing 
of  it  at  the  time;  but  Charles  is  the  only 
member  of  the  family  that  I  have  seen  since 
we  were  children.    My  friendship  with  him 
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commenced  at  school^  where  we  were  almost 
inseparable  com{ianions,  and,  having  no  bro- 
thers of  my  own^  I  formed  a  iriendship  for  him 
which  was  not  lessened  in  after  life,  thoutrh 
latterly,  from  his  being  so  much  engaged  in  his 
profession  at  sea,  we  seldom  met,  which  was  a  . 
source  of  regret  to  us  both.** 

*^  But  did  he  never  mention  anything  to  you 
about  Emily  ?"  inquired  Harriet. 

"  Never,"  replied  Jack. 

*'  That  is  just  like  my  sister,"  said  Harriet ; 
^^  she  never  breathed  a  word  upon  the  subject 
to  any.  living  creature;  no,  not  even  to  me. 
But  when  the  intelligence  came  that  he  had 
been  killed.  Oh !  I  shudder  when  I  think  of 
it.  Her  look  of  agony  I  shall  never  forget — 
and  then  how*  for  months  afterwards,  she  would 
remain  whole  hours  together  with  her  eyes 
fixed  vacantly,  and  looking,  oh  so  pale  and  sad, 
that  it  made  me  weep  to  see  her ;  but  she  shed 
no  tear  herself.  She  never  wept  till  my  poor 
father  died,  which  was  months  afterwards.     But 
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wretcheJ  as  she  made  me,  I  had  never  the 
heart  tu  leave  her,  and  sometimes  for  nights 
together  she  would  scarcely  close  her  eyes. 
And  when  she  slept  she  would  often  talk  as  if 
conversing  with  him,  which  would  almost 
frighten  me  out  of  my  senses ;  for  it  seemed 
as  if  she  were  holding  converse  with  the  dead ; 
whilst  I  lay  treojbling  by  her  side,  yet  dreading 
to  move  for  fear  of  awakening  her ;  for  she 
seemed,  oh  I  so  happy  then.  And  it  made  my 
heart  bleed  to  see  her  look  of  hopeless  woe, 
when  the  vision  hi\d  passed  away,  and  she  found 
that  all  her  fancied  happiness  had  been  but  a 
dream.  But  a  murmur  at  the  hardness  of  her 
lot  has  never  passed  her  lips ;  and  she  tries 
to  look  happy  and  cheerful,  and  to  gladden 
those  around  her,  whilst  her  very  heart  is  break- 
ing. Bat  she  is  better,  far  better  now ;  and 
strange  as  it  may  appear,  the  severe  shock  of 
our  poor  Father's  death,  seems  to  have  diverted 
some  portion  of  her  grief  into  another  channel. 
Oh !  what  would  I  not  give  to  see  her  the  lively 
and  happy  creature  she  used  to  be." 
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<<  Depend  upon  it  you  wiU/'  said  Jack, 
^'  time,  you  know,  does  wonden.'' 

^*  It  is  kind  in  you  to  say  so,"  replied 
Harriet  mournfully,  ^*  and  I  will  try  to  think 
BO  too  I  and  now,  here  comes  my  reverend 
uncle,  so  I  must  leave  you  with  him  for 
the  present,  and  return  again  to  my  poor 
afflicted  sister. 
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CHAPTER   V. 


IV  WHICH  MISS  GERALD  8  AUNTS  MAKE  AN 
UKEXPECTED  DISCOVERT,  AND  JACK  CAUSES  THOSE 
UADCBS  MORE  UNEASINESS  THAN  HE  HAD  THE 
SLIGHTEST  IDEA  OF. 


^'  This  is  indeed  a  most  vexatious  end  of 
my  hopes,"  siud  Lady  Jane  Gerald,  addressing 
her  sister  and  little  Harriet,  who  on  the  follow- 
ing morning  were  talking  over  the  late  affair- 
**  I  had  just  made  up  my  mind  that  poor 
Emily's  regret  for  Charles  Arundell,  was  be- 
ginning to  wear  away,  under  the  influence  of 
Mr.  Price's  agreeable  society ;  but  it  is  now 
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plain,  that  the  memory  of  her  dead  lover,  is  far 
dearer  to  her,  than  any  living  one  is  likely  to 
prove  for  some  time  to  come.  Well  I  do  de- 
clare it  is  very  provoking — now,  Mary,  did'nt 
you  believe  it  likely  she  would  form  an  attach- 
ment for  Mr,  Price,  who,  there  ia  no  doubt, 
must  like  her  ?" 

"  I  certainly  did   think  so,"  replied  Lady 
Mary. 

"  Then  you  knew  little  of  the  state  of 
Emily's  heart,"  said  Harriet  "  Emily 
will  carry  her  blighted  love  for  poor  Charles 
with  her  to  the  grave.  If  she  could  have 
loved  any  one,  I  am  sure  she  must  have 
liked  Mr.  Price;  and  so  indeed  she  does: 
but  it  is  only  as  something  belonging  to  Charles 
and  anything'  connected  with  him  is  sure  to  be 
dear  to  her.  And  you  know  Charles  and  Mr. 
Price  were  such  iiiends  when  they  were  both 
boys ;  and  when  we  used  to  see  Charles  during 
the  holidays,  he  would  talk  of  scarcely  any 
body  else  but  his  friend  old  Jack.   Why,  my 
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dear  aunt,  you  must  surely  remember  the  won- 
derful Btoriea  he  used  to  tell  about  him.  A 
regular  Jack-the-Giant-Killer  he  u^ed  to  make 
of  him." 

^'Waait  indeed  our  elegant  friend  Mr.  Price 
that  poor.  Charles  used  to  be  talking  so  much 
about  ?  Well  I  am  not  surprised  at  his  praises 
but  it  really  was  too  bad  to  call  him  old 
Jack/' 

^'  Oh  no  indeed  it  was  not,"  replied  Harriet ; 
''for  you  never  hear  a  young  person  called  old 
any  body^  by  those  who  dislike  them ;  I  assure 
you  it's  quite  a  term  of  affection." 

'^  Then  I  hope,"  said  Lady  Mary,  '*  that  no 
one  will  bestow  that  mark  of  affection  upon 
me,  and  style  me  old  Aunt  Mary^  P<>Uj9  o^ 
Molly— Now  would'nt  that  mnke  me  ridicu- 
lous?" 

''  It  would,  undoubtedly,  were  it  applied  to 
you,"  replied  Harriet  very  innocently,  "  I  only 
speak  of  it  as  applied  to  young  people*" 

"  Umph  1"  said  Lady  Mary. 
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"  Oh  now/  said  Harriet  throwing  her  arms 
afFectionately  ronnd  her  aunt's  neok^  ^^  you 
know  I  did  not  intend  to  say  anything  rude  or 
unkind,  I  only  meant  young  men  or  boys ;  but 
I  believe  I  must  behave  very  badly  indeed, 
before  you  would  be  angry  with  me/' 

*'  Yes  you  must  indeed,"  replied  the  Aunt, 
<«  you  never  wounded  the  feelings  of  any  one 
intentionally,  and  I  don't  think  youll  begin 
with  your  old  Aunt  Mary ;  so  you  may  call 
me  old  Aunt  Polly  or  old  Molly  as  often  as  you 
like,  if  you  think  it  will  make  you  love  me 
better." 

''  But,"  said  Lady  Jane,  pretending  to  look 
serious,  '^  I  don't  think  I  ought  to  allow  my 
younger  sister  to  be  called  old,  for  my  own 
sake ;  for  age  becomes  a  very  tender  subject, 
when  it  relates  to  single  ladies,  who  are  on 
the  wrong  side  of  forty." 

*^  Not  with  us  Jane,"  said  Lady  Mary, 
**  and  I  am  sure  we  can  never  be  thankful 
enough^  that  we  have  arrived  at  our  sober  time 
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of  life  with  so  few  trials,  when  we  see  what 
poor  Emily  is  sufferings  and  so  young  too,  poor 
dear  child."  • 

"  But  were  neither  of  you  ever  in  love  ?" 
inquired  Harriet. 

Some  questions  are  posers ;  though  persons 
can  answer  them  readily  enough  if  they  like,  and 
it  seems  that  this  was  one  of  them ;  for  the  two 
aunts,  instead  of  replying,  first  blushed  slightly 
—looked  towards  each  other  and  blushed  more 
4eeply ;  and  then,  perceiving  their  niece  was 
regarding  them  with  some  curiosity,  they  tried 
first  to  look  serious,  and  ended  with  bursting 
out  into  a  hearty  laugh,  which  lasted  for  some 
time,  untU  Lady  Mary,  having  at  length 
succeeded  in  composing  her  features  into 
seriousness,  said  very  good  humouredly, 

'*  Now,  Harriet,  don't  you  think  you  are  a 
sad,  undutiful  child  to  put  your  discreet  maiden 
aunts  to  the  blush,  by  reminding  them  of  their 
youthful  follies." 

"  Why,  I  think,"  said  Lady  Jane,  *'  that 


J 
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she  has  been  rather  assoming  our  ioqoisitorial 
authority,  which  perhaps  it  maybe  as  well  for  us 
DOW  to  resume,  and  by  way  of  commencement 
to  ask  Harriet  whether  she—" 
'^  Oh !  DO,  DO,  no,"  exclaimed  Harriet,  blushing 
deeply.  **  Oh  I  no,  don't  ask  me,  pray  don't,**  and 
then  hiding  her  face  with  her  very  pretty  hands, 
she  rose  abruptly  from  her  chair  and  ran 
hastily  out  of  the  room. 

'*  Well,"  said  Lady  Jane  Gerald,  lifting  op 
both  her  hands  and  her  eyea  in  amazement. 
*'  This  really  is  worse  and  worse;  who  would 
have  thought  of  this.  The  girl's  over  head 
and  ears  with  Mr.  Price,  I  see  she  is.  What 
had  we  better   do?" 

*'  Why  upon  my  word,"  replied  Lady  Mary, 
''  I  am  80  taken  by  surprise,  I  hardly  know  what 
to  advise.  I  see  exactly  how  matters  stand ;  and 
as  you  say,  I  perceive  that  Harriet,  instead  of 
Emily,  has  fallen  in  love  with  Mr.  Price,  who  I 
am  sure  has  no  serious  thoughts  whatever  towards 
her;  and  though  she  is  a  dear  good  girl,  I  don't 
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think  tshe  is  at  all  the  sort  of  person  he  would 
be  likely  to  fall  in  love  with." 

And  here  the  two  aunts  remained  for  some 
moments  silent,  when  at  laqt  Lady  Jane  re- 
sumed. 

'^  111  tell  you  what  we  must  da  The  girls 
ought  both  to  be  removed  hence  as  soon  as 
possible ;  for  whilst  they  remain  here  Harriet 
will  be  likely  to  become  still  more  in  love 
than  she  is  at  present,  whilst  Emily  will  be 
daily  reminded  of  what  we  most  anxiously 
wish  her  to  forget." 

*•  I  approve  of  your  plan  entirely,"  said 
Lady  Mary,  ^*  and  so>  without  loss  of  time,  we 
will  send  both  Emily  and  Harriet  to  our  brother 
Hiddlestone's;  he  wishes  them,  as  you  know, 
to  spend  some  time  with  him,  and  I'm  sure  they 
would  enliven  his  spirits.  He  must  find  it  dull, 
poor  fellow,  having  now  no'wife;  and  his 
children,  fond  as  he  is  of  them,  are  too  young 
yet  to  be  companions  for  him." 

'*  That  will  do  exactly,"  said  Lady    Jane, 
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''  but  we  mast  manage  to  have  no  part- 
ing interviews  between  them  and  Mr. 
Price ;  for  sometimes  scenes  do  arise  out  of 
them  that  are  very  distressing,  and  often  quite 
unexpected ;  at  any  rate  they  are  always  pro- 
ductive of  some  degree  of  excitement  which 
had  better  be  avoided.** 

To  this  suggestion  Lady  Mary  Gerald 
seemed  to  coincide  in  opinion ;  for  though  she 
said  nothing,  she  bowed  a  full  assent ;  and  she 
appeared  afterwards  so  deeply  engrossed  by 
her  own  thoughts,  perhaps  of  bygone  days,  as 
to  be  scarcely  conscious  of  all  her  sister  said  of 
her  projected  arrangements,  which  occupied  a 
space  of  nearly  half  an  hour ;  the  purport  of 
which  was,  that  the  journey  was  to  be  kepta  pro* 
found  secret,  till  the  very  eve  of  their  departure, 
and  that  as  they  knew  that  Jack  was  going 
down  to  the  Races  at  Ascot,  in  the  following 
week,  in  company  with  the  Marquess  of  Bad- 
dington,  (who  was  a  nephew  of  these  ladies, 
and  as  we  before  stated  the  eldest  son  of  the 
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Dake  of  Westford,  and  a  tery  old  acquaintance 
of  Jack's,  both  at  sqhool  and  college)  it  was 
finally  settled,  that  the  journey  should  take 
place  during  his  absence. 

Now  our  hero  was  not  a  person  to  make  en- 
gngem^its  without  fulfilling  them ;  so  he  went 
down  to  Ascot  with  the  Marquess,  and  on  his 
return,  had  the  mortification  to  find  the  aunts 
bad  carried  their  plans  into  full  effect,  and  that 
tbe  loyely  orphans  were  gone;  and  he  was 
hardly  eonscious  of  the  pleasure  he  had  found 
ia  their  society,  till  he  was  deprived  of  it 
altogether.  Harriet's  extreme  kindness  and 
good  natuce,  and  lots  of  other  good  qualities, 
could  not  fail  to  render  her  highly  agreeable, 
nor  was  it  possible  for  any  one  to  see  her 
without  liking  her ;  and  Jack  liked  her  very 
much;  yet  this  was  alL  But  'Emily  had 
excited  a  still  stronger  feeling.  There  was 
that  something  about  her,  that  words  are  in- 
adequate to  express,  which  could  not  &il  to 
excite  the  admiration  and  esteem  of  every  one. 

VOL.   0.  D 
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L'nhappy    PS    sl:e  eyidently    was    she    never 
'cast  a  gloom  over  the  society  she  mixed  in— Her 
eorroirs  were  her   own^  and  these  she  kept  to 
herself;  whilst  that  joy  and  happiness  which  she 
DO  longer  even  hoped  for,  she  was  now  only 
anxious  to  impart  to   others.      A  being  less 
selfish,  never  existed.     And  this  was  Jack's 
opinion  of  her;  and  so  deep  an  impression  had 
her   amiable    qualities  made  upon  him   that 
though  certainly  not  in  love  with  her,  some 
feelings   very  much    akin  to  it   had  taken   a 
fast  hold  upon   his  affections.     It   was  pure 
regard  and  esteem  untainted  with  animal  pas- 
sions.     The  very   best  basis  on  which  love 
itself  can  be  founded ;  for,  if  raised  upon  this 
structure,  it  is  lasting  as  life  itself. 

Now  what  the  result  of  the  sentiments 
Jack  entertained  towards  Mies  Emily  Gerald, 
might  have  been,  provided  their  frequent  in- 
tercourse had  remained  uninterrupted,  we 
wont  pretend  to  say,  but  so  matters  stood  at 
the  time  we  speak  of. 
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And  he  was  Btanding  nione  In  the  apart- 
ment where  he  had  spent  so  many  pleasant 
hours  in  her  society;  and  as  he  glanced 
towards  the  vacant  place  she  ased  to  occupy^ 
he  wondered  what  on  earth  it  was  that  could 
have  induced  them  to  send  her  away  to  mope 
herself  to  death  down  in  that  dull  place  of 
Lord  Biddlestone's,  just  at  the  very  time  she 
was  beginning,  as  he  thought,  to  recover^  her 
spirits ;  and  then  he  sighed,  and  yet  he  hardly 
knew  why  either;  and  then  he  slapped  his 
leg  with  his  riding  whip,  wondering  at  the 
same  time  what  the  reverend  rector  could  be 
so  long  about,  for  they  had  proposed  taking  a 
friendly  ride  together  on  that  morning,  and 
the  parson  had  gone  to  prepare  himself  for  the 
occaeion,  for  he  and  Jack  had  become  great 
friends  of  late.  And  then  Jack  thought  how 
dull  and  stupid  the  house  and  every  thing  be- 
longing to  it,  was  looking  from  what  it  used 
to  do ;  and  at  last,  he  actually  looked  around 
iu  very  malice  to  see  how   very   blue-deviled 
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every  thing  woold  appear;  and  bo  it  really  did, 
till  hia  attention  was  suddenly  attracted  to- 
wards a  large  nunor,  in  which,  to  his  ntter 
amazement,  he  saw  distinctly  reyealed  the 
form  of  another  Emily  I  Not  Emily  Gerald 
—but  his  beautifnl  unknown  I 
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CHAPTEB  VL 


JACK    DISOOTEBS      SIB     FAIR    UNKNOWN    TO  BE 
AH  OLD  ACQUAINTANCE. 


A  noHT  90  unexpected  caased  Jack  to 
•tart^badk  in  aatoniahment,  and  in  bo  doin((, 
be  OTertnrned  a  neat  of  tablea,  coyered  with 
China»  and  other  little  ornamental  kt  cetera's, 
which  fell  down  with  a  fearful  ctaah  upon  the 
floor;  and  before  he  could  recover  from  the 
momentary  confusion  this  accident  had  occa- 
iioaed»  the  lovely  vision  had  vanished 
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^^  This  neyer  could  be  fancy  T'  he  exclaimed, 
and  whdij  regardless  of  the  ruins  which  now 
bestrewed  the  carpet,  he  rushed  eagerly 
towards  the  open  door  of  the  apartment, 
through  which  he  conjectured  she  must  haye 
retreated ;  but  in  his  anxious  haste,  he  alto- 
gether overlooked  a  small  ottoman  that  lay  in 
his  way,  over  which  he  stumbled  and  fell 
prostrate  full  length  upon  the  floor  at  the  feet 
of  the  beautiful  reality,  who  at  that  moment 
entered  the  room,  accompanied  by  Lady  Mary 
Gerald. 

*'  There,  Miss  Arundell,"  said  Lady  Mary, 
'*  see,  you  have  a  devoted  knight,  already  at 
your  feet ;  and,  as  usual,  after  some  mighty 
exercise  of  his  destructive  propensities.  Ala«  I 
my  poor  China  tea-cups  and  ornaments,  all — all 
have  fallen  beneath  his  mighty  arm ;  and  there 
tTiey  lie,  sild  evidences  of  his  valorous  exploits^ 
whilst  I  alone,  am  left  to  deplore  their  untimely 
fate." 

Now,  before  Lady  Mary  bad  ceased  speaking, 
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the  author  of  the  mischief  was  again  upon  his 
legs  ;  and  as  his  recent  fall  and  misadventure 
might  account  for  a  little  heightened  color  in 
his     cheeks,    and  the  laughter  such    occur- 
rences might  be  supposed  to  produce — which 
they  most  assuredly  did — might  also  account 
for  a   similar  api)earance  in  those    of    Miss 
Arundell ;  a  great  deal  of  the  embarrassment 
which  both  would  otherwise  have  experienced 
from  so  unexpected  a  meeting  was  gotten  oyer, 
— *and  she,  instead  of  a  cold  and  serious  incli- 
nation of  the  head,  shook  hands  with  him  in 
the  most  cordial  manner.  And  oh  I  what  lovely 
smiles  shone  oVr  her  beauteous  features,  whilst 
she  claimed  him  as  an  old  friend— she  being, 
in  fact,  no  other  than  the  little  Emily,  the 
sister  of  his  deceased  friend,  Charles  Arundell, 
we  have  already  introduced  to  our  readers, 
and  how  beautiful  she  looked  as  she  fraokly 
expressed  the  pleasure  she  felt  in  renewing 
their  acquaintance  ;  hoping,  at  the  same  time, 
that  if  he  had  not   wholly  forgotten,  he  had 
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forgiven,  the  aaney  little  romp  of  seren 
or  eight  years  before.  And  tUi  she  aaid  in 
a  voice  of  such  sweetness,  that  he  was  com- 
pletely fascinated.  His  fate  was  now 
sealed.  His  future  happiness  wt  misery  was  ail 
in.her  power. 

^' And  is  it  really,  so  long  as  seven  or  eight 
years,  since  you  have  seen  each  other?"  in- 
quired Lady  Mary. 

This  question,  simple  as  it  may  appear^  pro- 
duced a  deep  and  consoioas  blush,  from  the 
parties  to  whom  it  was  addressed ;  and  Jack, 
notwithstanding  he  was  considerably  annoyed 
with  himself  at  being  such  a  simpleton ;  yet 
for  the  very  life  of  him,  he  could  not  help  it 

And  then  he  attempted  to  explain,  how  that 
he  had  accidentally  seen  Miss  Amndell  some- 
where or  other,  and  wondered  why  it  was  that 
he  had  not  recognised  her ;  but  he  managed 
the  affidr  very  awkwardly ;  and  both,  at 
length,  grew  so  confused  in  theur  mutual 
attempts   at   explanation,   that   Lady  Maiy, 
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out  of  pure  oompsssioii,  sad  by  wsy  of  dU 
▼erting  their  sttsntion  from  a  sabjeet  which 
eertidnly  puzzled  her  not  a  little,  insisted 
npoD  Jack's  going  down  upon  his  knees,  and 
picking  up  every  atom  of  the  china  he  had 
oveartbiwwQ. 

And  so  he  went  down  upon  his  knees, 
and  began  pieking  up  the  fragments,  which 
be  bunded  to  Miss  Amndell,  who  readily 
Toloikteered  her  assbtance,  and  she  passed 
tbem  on  to  Lady  Mary,  who  examined 
them  and  placed  them  on  a  table  be- 
side ber-^and  at  last,  they  were  all  picked 
up,  and  a  few  of  the  pieoes  were  not  broken 
at  all — though,  by  far  the  greater  part  were, 
y^t  the  perpetrator  felt  no  remorse  for 
the  mmbifif  he  had  thus  occasioned  ^  for 
QSver  i«  his  life  did  he  experience  half  so 
niucb  pleasere  as  be  did  iu  picking  up  those 
fragments  of  broken  ohins. 

9i|t  this  delightful  oqeupation  was  soon  a( 

^fk  epd,  a^d  shortly  sfter  a  servant  entered  the 
D  3 
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rooui  and  iaformed  our  hero  that  his  reterend 
frieud  was  already  on  horseback  and  waiting 
for  liiin.  He  was  therefore  compeUed,  although 
moat  reluctantly,  to  wish  the  ladies  good 
morning. 

We  before  remarked,  that  during  the  time 
Jack  was  at  Cambridge,  he  had  exhibited  some 
skill  in ,  horsemanship.  On  the  present  occa* 
sion,  the  reverend  gentleman  had  requested 
him  to  try  a  horse  he  had  some  thoughts 
of  buying,  but  which  he  feared  might  prove 
too  spirited ;  for,  though  by  no  means  a  bad 
rider,  the  parson  was  a  nervous  man,  and 
was  fearful  of  riding  a  spirited  horse  about 
town. 

Now  the  horse  in  question,  proved  a  very 
spirited  one,  for  no  sooner  did  Jack  attempt 
to  mount,  than  the  brute  began  to  run  back- 
wards,  and  to  rear,  plunge^  and  go  through  cer- 
tain other  evolutions  which  those  quadrupeds 
are  wont  to  display,  as  indicative  of  their 
disapprobation    of    the    incumbrance    of    a 


fUS   THREE  STTTDBKTS.  59 

biped  upon  their  backs ;  but  in  spite  of  all 
this,  Jack  was  soon  in  the  saddle ;  when,  not- 
withstanding the  yiciouB  animal  began  to  plunge 
and  rear  more  furiously  than  ever ;  he  kept  his 
seat,  and  soon  obtained  a  mastery  over  him. 

Having  subdued  the  unruly  steed,  he  next 
oast  hia  eyes  towards  the  windows,  for  he  fan- 
med  his  skill  in  horsemanship  had  not  passed 
wholly  unobserved,  when  he  discovered  Emily 
Arundell  and  Lady  Mary  looking  earnestly 
towards  him :  the  former  holding  Lady  Mary 
tightly  by  the  arm,  whilst  an  expression  of  anx- 
ious terror,  was  depicted  on  her  countenance. 
Nor  did  this  altogether  escape  the  observa- 
tion of  the  Sector ;  for  though  a  silent  man, 
he  always  made  a  good  use  of  his  eyes. 

'*  Ah  I  poor  Emily  Arundell ;"  said  he,  "  I 
don't  wonder  at  her  looking  so  frightened— your 
horse  plunging  so,  made  her  think  of  her  poor 
brother's  fate." 

Jack  thought  she  had  been  thinking  only 
about  him;   and  so  looking  towards  her  and 
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smiliDg,  he  Mw  ber  lovelj  features  lighten  up 
with  pleasure,  when  the  saw  that  the  danger 
was  over. 

And  it  was  Jack,  and  him  only^  that  she  waa 
thinking  about  after  all* 
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CHAPTER  VIL 


All  UNEXPECTED    ABBIVAL    FROM    ABROAD. 


In  tke  Qonise  of  the  n^zt  mowogy  after  the 
eyepta  reoprded  in  the  UiBt  ohapter,  a  veq- 
§n\M  oid  gentleman  we9  seen  to  emerge  from 
under  th?  gato^-wfiy  leading  fipm  Holbom  into 
the  fieoA  Square  of  Qray^  I>uq,  then  styled 
Holbom  Cooirt. 
From  the  nmner  in  whiob  he  stopped  and 
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looked  around  him^  it  was  evident  he  was  a 
stranger  to  the  neighbourhood. 

After  a  short  pause,  he  seemed  to  have 
determined  upon  his  route,  and  shaped  his 
course  towards  Ghrajr's-Inn-Sqnare ;  and  as. 
he  proceeded  in  this  direction,  a  grcup  of 
young  law  students,  who  were  conversing  to» 
gether,  and  occupying  the  whole  breadth  of 
of  the  narrow  pavement,  respectfully  drew 
aside  to  allow  him  to  pass — which  act  of  civility 
he  acknowledged  by  a  good-natured  bow  as  he 
went  on. 

Now,  there  is  certainly  nothing  extraordi- 
nary in  seeing  an  old  gentleman  poking  about 
Gray's  Inn,  and  not  knowing  exactly  what 
course  to  take,  or  that  young  gentlemen 
should  step  aside  to  make  way  for  him,  in» 
stead  of  pushing  him  into  the  gutter:  yet 
there  was  something  so  remarkable  in  this  . 
old  gentleman's  exterior,  that  few  oould  pass 
him  without  his  attracting  theur  notice.  His 
handsome   features,  and   dignified  but  truly, 
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good-tempered  expression  of  couoteDancey  de- 
noted the  man  of  high  caste  ;  whilst  his  snow- 
white  hair^  which  was  stronglj  contrasted 
with  a  florid  and  healthj  complexion,  gave 
him  a  trnly  venerable  appearance. '  Even  the 
many  summers  that  had  passed  over  hia  head, 
so  far  from  leaving  any  defacing  marks 
behind  them,  seemed  only  to  have  changed 
the  dignity  of  manhood  into  the  majesty  of 
advanced  age* 

"  By  the  powers/'  said  one  of  the  group, 
whose  accent  denoted  him  to  be  a  Native  of 
the  Sister  Isle.  ''  If  that  isn't  the  finest 
old  boy,  I've  seen  for  many  a  long  day,  or  my 
name's  not  O' Toole.  I  wonder  who  the  deuce 
he  is,  or  where  the  devil  he  came  from.  It's 
an  even  bet  of  two  half-crowns  to  one,  that  I'll 
lay,  that  you,  none  of  you,  tell  me  that 
thing.  What  d'ye  say,  Thompson,  Browib 
Smith,  Hammond,  Leahy — eh?  my  lads?  Xg 
there  any  one  of  yoii»  thlit  shall  bet  wid  me> 
now?" 
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''  Do  yon  eappose  then/'  replied  Leahy  ; 
"  tbat  we  are  any  of  110  Uookheada  enough  to  bet 
we'll  tell  who  a  man  is,  we  never  set  eyes 
upon  before !" 

**  Yesy  I  am  block-head  enough,  if  you 
please  to  oall  me  so,"  said  Thompson ;  "  I'll 
take  O'Xoole's  bet  of  two  half  crowns  to 
one,  that  I  tell  you  who  the  old  gentle- 
man 19  I" 

"  And  you  have  never  seen  the  old  gentleman 
before  ?"  inquired  O'Toole. 

*^  Never,  that  I  remember,"  replied  Thomp- 
son. 

''  Well,  done,  then,"  said  O'Tode,  seizing 
hold  at  the  same  time  on  Thompson's  hand  by 
way  of  closing  the  wager. 

''  Bat  rU  be  hanged,  now  I  think  of  it," 
said  Leahy,  *^  bqt  I've  seen  somebody  very 
like  him ;  apd  FU  tell  you  who  it  is  toa 
It's  Price  I" 

''  You  are  right,"  said  Thompson,  "  and  I 
bet  that  the  subject  of  our  wager    is   his 


fdatioo,  the  Admind,  Sir  JofanPrice-^if  Ml, 
I  loM  my  wager." 

<'Bat  how  are  we  to  find  thatont?"  en- 
quired OTooIe. 

**  m  soon  determine  it  for  you/'  laid 
Thompson,  "  for  I  dare-eay  he't  looking  for 
Price's  ohambers;  so  Til  go  and  ask  him  at 
once  —  will  yoa  trust  to  my  honoar  — 
O'Tooler* 

**  Oh,  yes  :  be  off  wid  yourself, "  said 
O'Toole,  ''  though  I'U  be  hanged,"  added  he, 
**  bat  my  bet's  as  dean  gone,  as  an  Old  Baiky 
lawyer's  conscience  after  twenty  years  practice 
— for  the  old  boy  is  as  like  Jack  Price,  as  if 
they  were  twin  brothers,  with  only  fifty  years 
difference  between  their  two  ages." 

Alfred  Thompson  overtook  the  old  gentle- 
man, almost  as  soon  as  the  latter  had  reached 
the  square,  in  which  he  found  him  looking 
about,  as  if  rather  puzzled  to  find  any 
sort  of  egress  in  the  direction  he  expected, 
when      Thompson     accosting     himi     after 
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apologizing  for  the  liberty  he  had  taken  in  ad- 
dressing him,  proceeded  to  enquire  if  he  was 
not  looking  for  Mr.  Price^s  chambers. 

'*  Upon  my  word,  sir,**'  said  the  old  gentle- 
man, starting  back  a  step  or  two,  and  looking 
the  inquirer  full  in  the  face,  evidently  very 
much  surprised  **  Upon  my  word,  air,  you 
are  a  monstrous  shrewd  fellow;  yes,  I  am 
looking  for  Mr.  Price's  chambers ;  but  how  in 
the  name  of  wonder  did  you  find  that  out  ?" 

**  Why,  sir,"  repUed  Thompson.  *«  I  have 
the  pleasure  of  being  intimately  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Price,  and  from  the  great  resem- 
blance you  bear  to  each  other,  I  concluded  you 
might  be  a  relation  of  his;  and  as  I  saw  you 
looking  about  you,  I  considered  you  were  try- 
ing to  find  his  chambers  out" 

"Well,"  said  the  old  gentleman,  "you're 
a  clever  fellow  at  any  rate,  for  I  am  a  rela- 
tive of  Jack's ;  and,  as  you  supposed,  I  am 
trying  to  find  out  his  chambers." 

•*Sir  John  Price,  I  presume?"  inquired 
Thompson. 
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'^  Oh  damme,  don't  Sir  John  me,"  said  the 
old  gentlemaD ;  ^^  call  me  Admiral,  old  boyi 
buck,  codger^  Jacky  Blue/  any  thing  you  like, 
but  none  of  your  Peg  Nicholson  titles  for 
an  old  seaman  of  sixty  years  standing; 
if  you'll  point  out  to  old  Jacky  Blue  the  di- 
rection of  the  place  he's  looking  for  he'll  feel 
very  much  obliged  to  you/' 

^*  That  I  will  with  great  pleasure,"  replied 
Thompson. 

**  Then  let  me  lay  hold  of  your  arm,"  said 
the  Admiral,  *^  for  I  can't  get  along  quite  so 
briskly  as  formerly ;  and  taking  Thompson's 
arm,  the  two  marched  on  together  the  best 
friends  imaginable ;  the  former  chatting  away 
all  the  time,  and  occasionally  stopping  as  if  to 
enforce  his  observations  the  more  clearly,  but 


*  This  was  a  nickname  by  which  the  gallant  old 
officer  was'known  in  the  service,  but  we  have  been 
viable  to  trace  out  its  origin. 
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in  reality  to  rest  himself,  (for  he  had  spoken 
truly,  he  coald  not  get  on  so  briskly  as  for- 
merly ;)  till  reaching  the  entrance  of  his  rela- 
tire's  ohambersi  he  thanked  Thompson  for  his 
safe  pilotage,  and  wished  him  good  morning. 

Now  Admiral  Sir  John  Prioe^  G.  C  R,  or 
as  he  Was  nick-named  in  the  service^  '^  Jackyr 
Blue"  had  just  returned  to  England  from  a 
three  year's  station  abroad,  and  having  landed 
at  Portsmouth  was  proceeding  towards  his 
residence  in  Staffordshire ;  but  his  impatience 
to  meet  Lady  Price,  (formerly  Miss  Yanbrua- 
ner)  was  not  so  great  as  to  preyent  him  from 
remaining  a  day  in  Town,  on  his  way  thither. 
Besides  he  had  some  business  to  transact  at 
the  Admiralty.  Then,  old  as  he  was,  he  could 
never  pass  through  London  without  seeing 
something  of  what  was  going  on  there ;  and  he 
was  now  seeking  out  Jack  as  a  companion  in 
his  amusements  which  were  to  be  wound  up 
by  going  to  the  play,  to  which  he  looked  for- 
ward with  as  much  jdeasuve,  as  if  he  had  been 
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at  leatt  tizty  yean  yonngar;  for  the  old 
Admiral  at  this  time  nombered  as  many  yean 
as  his  late  flag-ship  did  guns,  and  two  nobler 
serenty-fonn  never  gnoed  the  British  navy. 

Nowitso  happened  that  Jack  stoodnumberone 
in  the  old  Admiral's  books,  who  had  long  pro- 
neimeed  him  a  youngster  after  his  ownhearlk. 
In  Act  all  tiie  aceounts  of  Jack's  boyish  pranks 
-■-which  had  been  canfuUy  transmitted  by  the 
qnnster  Yanbrunnen  to  their  sister  Lady 
Price,  for  the  purpose  of  prejudidng  his  old 
nlatioii  against  him-*-had*  produced  a  totally 
opposite  result  ;  f<Mr  the  Admiral^  who, 
bf  his  own  confession,  had  been  a  rattling 
fidlow  in  his  younger  days,  would  not  only 
bmgh  heartily  at  all  the  accounts  of  our 
hero's  delinquencies  ;  but  would  generally 
relate  some  juvenile  exploit  of  his  own  to 
maioh ;  and  considering  that  aU  Jack's  offences 
were  ezaggented  far  beyond  the  limits  of 
truth,  the  Admiral,  unless  he  shot  with  a 
very  long  bow,  must  have  been  in  his  time  by 
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far  the  wilder  lad  of  the  twa  And  the  old 
gentleman  really  was  highly  delighted  to 
see  ooofiin  Jack,  as  he  was  pleased  to  style 
him ;  and  then  he  made  so  many  kind  enqoiriea. 
after  his  grandmother,  whom  he  spoke  of 
with  much  more  affection  than  he  did  of  his 
own  wife.  He  next  began  to  inquire  about 
almost  every  one  of  their  ^acquaintance  and 
expressed  great  surprise  on  being  informed  of 
the  number  of  persons  of  about  his  own  time 
of  life  who  had  died  during  his  absence ;  and 
marvelled  exceedingly  what-  it  could  have  been 
that  had  killed  so  many  of  them. 

At  length  he  informed  Jack  that  he  was 
going  to  call  at  the  Admiralty  ;  and  made  the 
latter  accompany  him  there;  when,  having 
some  private  business  to  transact,  it  was  agreed 
that  they  were  to  meet  again  in  the  course  of 
an  hour  at  the  Norfolk  Hotel  in  Surry  Street, 
where  the  former  had  for  the  present  taken  up 
his  quarters,  as  in  fact  he  always  did  when  in 
London. 
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^'  And  then/'  said  the  Admiral,  as  he  shook 
Jack  by  the  hand.  **  V\\  be  your  man  for  the 
rest  of  the  day — and  the  play.  Jack,  eh ! — 
nothing  like  the  play :  never  was  and  never 
will  bef '  which  last  remark  he  enforced  by 
giving  his  yonng  companion  a  punch  in  the 
ribs  with  the  head  of  his  cane;  and  then  he 
walked  off  into  the  interior  of  the  building.. 

Jack,  though  very  glad  to  sec  the  old  Ad« 
miral,  was  content  to  forego  the  pleasure  of 
his  society  for  the  space  of  an  hour;    which 
perhaps  he  would  have  gladly   extended  to 
two,  for  this  was  just  the  time  he  intended  to 
have  called  at  St.  James's  Square,  where  he 
hoped  to  gain  some  farther  information  about 
Muiily  Arundell,  which  he  had  been  unable  to 
obtain  during  hia  ride  with  the  rector,  though 
he  hod  more  than  once  alluded  to  the  subject ; 
and  for  tiie  very  simple  reason,  that  the  rector 
liiuiseU  knew  very    little   about  the   matter, 
except  that  he  supposed  Miss  Arundell  must 
be  staying  with  somebody  or  other  either  in 
town,  or  in  the  neighbourhood. 
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As  Jaok  had  bat  en  hour  at  Iu8  diBposal,  he 
walked  on  at  a  brisk  pace,  when  jast  as  he  en- 
tered the  Square,  he  veoognUBed,  though  at 
some  oonsidevable  distance,  the  before-men- 
tioned dark  green  chariot,  drawn  up  at  the 
door  of  Lord  Hexham's  house,  evidently  pre- 
pairing  to  start  on  a  joarnej.  There  was  an 
abigail  seated  in  the  rumble  behind,  and  a 
large  imperial  strapped  on  the  roof,  and  a 
man-servant  in  attendance  who  sported  top 
boots.  Could  any  evidenoe  be  stronger  than 
this  ?  And  then  he  had  the  mortification  to 
see  Emily  led  out  by  Mr*  Oerald  YaQbrunner, 
who  assisted  her  intd  her  carriage,  whilst  the 
Reverend  Mr.  G-erald  performed  that  office  to 
some  other  lady  unknown  ;  and  the  male 
domestic,  having  put  up  l^e  steps,  shut  the 
carriage  door,  and  mounted  to  hb  {dace  beside 
the  Abigail:  the  carriage  rolled  on  in  a  con- 
trary direction  from  that  in  which  he  was 
approaching,  whilst  the  rector  re-entered  the 
house,  and  Mr.   Oerald  Yanbrunner  strutted 
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up  tbe  Square  in  the  same  direction  that  the 
carriage  had  previously  gone. 

^*  Hang  that  fellow,"  said  Jack  to  himself, 
*^  what  business  could  he  have  poking  that  ill- 
looking  snub-nose  of  his  into  her  society;" 
for  at  the  moment  he  didn't  quite  like  the  ap- 
pearance of  things;  yet,  the  very  next,  he 
laughed  at  the  idea  of  dreading  a  rival  in  such 
a  man  as  Gerald  Yanbrunnen  But  he  never 
then  took  it  into  consideration  that  the  large 
property  young  Vanbrunner  was  heir  to, 
would,  in  the  eyes  of  some  of  the  gentler-sex, 
have  rendered  him  a  more  acceptable  person  as 
a  husband,  than  the  handsome  and  accomplished 
gentleman,  whose  brilliant  talents,  though 
likely  at  some  future  time  to  gain  him  honor 
and  renown,  would  at  that  precise  time  have 
afforded  very  scanty  materials  for  a  marriage 
settlement. 

And  Jack  really  was  (cheap  as  he  held 
joung  Vanbrunner's  attractions)  annoyed  at 
what  he   had  just  seen;    and  feeling  all   at 

YOt.  n,  E 
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once  in  an  unusually  bad  temper,  he  judged 
it  better  to  defer  his  visit.  He  therefore 
walked  slowly  back  towards  the  place  of  ap- 
pointment, which  having  reached,  he  looked 
through  a  newspaper  till  the  Admiral  rejoined 
him.  They  then  passed  away  the  morning  as 
pleasantly  as  they  could,  and  afterwards  took 
an  early  dinner  at  a  coffee-house  near  the 
Theatre  they  intended  to  visit  that  evening. 
Whilst  discussing  their  wine  together  the 
Admiral,  who  for  a  minute  or  two  previously 
had  been  silent,  and  absorbed  in  thought, 
at  length  said : 

*^  Jack,  I  have  been  passing  it  over  in  my 
mind  several  times  in  the  course  of  the  morn- 
ing whether  I  should  tell  you  my  chief  busi- 
ness at  the  Admiralty  to-day  ;  perhaps  I  ought 
to  do  80,  lest  you  might  hear  some  less  authen- 
tic account  of  the  matter  from  some  other 
quarter ;  and  I  do  trust  that  those  most  deeply 
interested  in  the  event  will  hear  nothing  on 
the  subject  till  the  truth  is  ascertained  either 
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OD6  way  or  the  other,  and  at  least  be  saved  the 
misery  of  suspense,  which  I  fear  after  all  may 
end  in  disappointment.  And  so  now  I  think 
of  it  again,  I'll  tell  yon  all  about  it  another 
time.  Come,  Jack,  help  yourself  and  pass  the 
wine." 

Jack  was  wholly  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  what 
his  relative  meant,  though  to  confess  the 
honest  truth,  he  puzzled  his  brains  very  little 
about  the  matter,  and  yet  there  was  no  subject 
on  earth  he  would  at  that  moment  have  taken 
greater  interest  in,  than  the  one  the  admiral 
had  just  hinted  about,  without  going  any 
further  into  its  details. 


B  3 


76  THB   THREE  STUDENTS* 


CHAPTER    Vni. 


[K  WHICH  JACK  FINDS  THAT  THINGS  TUBN  OUT 
UPON  THB  WHOLE  BETTER  THAN  HE 
HAD  EXPECTED,  AND  HE  UNEXPECTEDLY 
ENCOUNTERS  A  PERSON  WHOM  HE  BBCOQ- 
NIZES^   THOUGH   A  LITTLE   TOO   LATE. 


Jack,  on  his  return  from  seeing  his  gallant  old 
relation  safe  off  in  one  of  the  day  coaches, 
found  a  letter  from  Dr.  Mangles,  informing 
him  that  his  grandmother  had  been  taken  seri- 
ously   ill,    and   suggesting  the  propriety    of 
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his  comiDg  down  to  Longpassage  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible,  as  the  old  lady  had  expressed 
a  wish  to  see  him.  Hastily  packing  up  a  few 
articles  of  dress,  in  less  than  half  an  hour 
he  was  on  his  road  per  coach  to  Longpassage 
where  he  arrived  in  the  course  of  eight  or  nine 
hours.  Here  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  find 
the  worthy  old  lady,  not  only  much  better  than 
he  had  anticipated,  but  that  every  dangerous 
symptom,  which  had  raised  the  little  doctor's 
apprehensions,  had  entirely  passed  away,  and 
in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  she  was  perfectly 
recovered. 

As  soon  as  Mrs.  Price  was  pronounced 
convalescent.  Jack  began  to  move  abroad  and 
visit  his  friends  and  acquaintance*  Colonel 
Anderson  was,  as  we  may  well  suppose,  glad  to 
meet  his  young  friend  again ;  and  the  latter 
had  the  gratification  of  seeing  the  man,  who 
but  a  short  time  before,  he  had  known  in  sach  a 
state  of  utter  misery,  as    happy  and   merry 
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as  he  had  remembered  him,  even  in  his  most 
prosperous  days. 

Jaok,  at  the  same  time,  also  renewed   his 
aequaintanee  with  Miyor  Bodd  and  Mr.  Oub- 
bins,  who,  since  their  regiment  had  been  dis- 
banded, had  continued  to  live  together,  and 
were  then  at  Longpassage.    The  Major  was 
little  altered  in  manners  or  appearance  smoe 
Jack  had  last  seen  him ;  but  in  Gubbins,  there 
was  a  decided  improvement :  for  though  still  a 
diamond  in  the  rough  ;  he  was,  as  the  Colonel 
said,  a  diamond  of  the  best  water  after  all,— - 
one,  who  never  would  have  allowed  his  gallant 
old  friend  to  have  remained  in  prison,  if  the 
last  penny  be  possessed  could  have  effected  his 
release.    But  the  fact  was,  that  neither  himself 
nor  the  worthy  little  Major  had  the  remotest 
idea  of  the  extent  of   the  Coloners  embai^ 
rassments,  until,  through  the  bstrumentality 
of  Laygent  and  our    hero,   his   affiurs  were 
again  placed  in  a  comparatively  healthy  state. 
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Aboat  tlus  time,  the  little  Major  and  6ab- 
bina  had  taken  a  great  fancy  for  aquatic  exoor 
aiona,  and  had,  accordingly,  purchased  between 
them,  a  email  cutter-rigged  yatch  ;  on  board 
which,  they  proposed  spending  the  summer 
months. 

It  is  here  proper  also,  that  we  should  in- 
form our  readers,  that  Jack  himself  was  also 
▼ery  fond  of  the  water,  and  no  bad  sailor 
eidier;  for  he  had  acquired  the  science  of 
boat  sailing,  as  well  as  that  of  special  plead- 
ing, under  the  able  tuition  of  Mr.  Pickle, 
who,  though  learned  in  law,  was  as  skilful  a 
manager  of  small  craft  as  ever  handled  a  tiller. 
And  some  part  of  every  year,  during  the  long 
vacation,  did  that  learned  gentleman  spend  at 
Longpassage,  for  the  purpose  of  indulging 
in  his  favorite  recreation  ;  at  which  place  he 
had  built  a  fine  open  boat,  according  to  a 
plan  of  hb  own,  which  proved  the  very  best  of 
her  class  on  the  river. 
At  this   time,  Mr.   Pickle  was  engaged  in 
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Ids  l^gal  duties  on  the  weBtem  oireait,  but  he 
had  kmdly  lent  Jack  his  boat  daring  his  ab* 
senoe,  and  manj  pleasant  excursions  he  took 
in  her  in  company  with  the  ^  Blue-eyed 
Maidt*^-  for  so  was  the  Majoi^s  craft  deno- 
minated. The  Colonel  was  generally  one  of 
the  party  on  these  occasions,  and  such  mirth 
and  fun  they  used  to  haTe>  that  Jack 
would  have  been  perfectly  pleased  and  con- 
tented, had  he  not  been  perpetually  thinking 
and  fidgetting  about  Emily  Arundell,  and  per* 
plexed  beyond  measure,  as  to  the  course  he 
ought  to  pursue  respecting  her»  which  threw 
a  chiUing  damp  oyer  eyerything.  At  last, 
he  determined  to  return  to  London^  and  to 
mention  his  yiews  and  wishes  to  Lord  Hex- 
ham, and  haying  thus  made  up  his  mind, 
he  resolyed  to  carry  it  into  effect  forth- 
with* 

In  order  to  gain  time,  he  trayelled  through 
the  night  in  the  mail,  and  arriyed  at  his 
chambers  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  ;  but 
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having  the  key  with  him»  he  soon  contrived 
to  gain  admittance  ;  when>  feeling  sleepy,  he 
threw  himself  on  his  sofa  and  slept  soundly 
for  several  hours  not  waking  till  it  was  near 
noon 

It  was  not  long  after  this,  before  he  was 
dressed  and  on  his  way  to  St.  James's 
Square.  On  arriving  there>  however,  he  had 
the  mortification  to  find  the  window -shutters 
closed,  and  divers  other  indications  of  an 
empty  house.  After  ringing  and  knocking 
seven!  times,  and  that  almost  loud  enough  to 
alarm  the  whole  neighbourhood,  the  door  was, 
at  length,  partially  opened  by  a  dirty  drab  of 
an  old  woman;  who,  peeping  out,  informed 
him  that  the  family  had  left  town  three  or 
four  days  before,  which  was  all  she  knew  upon 
the  subject. 

*^0r  care  either,  and  be  hanged  to  you  !'' 
said  Jack,  to  himself,  as  he  turned  his  back 
upon  the  house  very  much  disconcerted  by 
this  last  event ;   for,  until  that   moment,  it 
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bad  never  oecuned  to  him,  that  he  hadheard 
orer  and  over  again,  that  Lord  Hesham  had 
alwaya  intended  to  leave  town  abont  the  mid^ 
die  of  Jnly.  Whilst  he  was  walking  on  think- 
ing what  an  ass  he  must  have  been  not  to 
bave  remembered  all  this  before,  he  suddenly 
eneountered  Mr.  Henry  Qerald,  Lord  Hex- 
ham's nephew,  the  self-same  identieal  gentle- 
man, we  before  mentioned  to  our  readers  as  the 
Chanoery  barrister  and  the  talented  man  of 
the  family,  who  pressed  Jack  so  heartily  to 
dine  with  him  on  that  day  to  meet  some  of 
their  mutual  acquaintance,  that  the  latt^, 
who  felt  very  dull  and  lonely,  readily  accepted 
lus  invitation.  Scarcely,  however,  had  he 
separated  from  the  learned  counsel,  than  he 
said  to  himself,  *^  I  dare-say  this  will  be  a 
stupid  and  formal  aflSur.  I  only  wish  I'd 
had  the  sense  to  refuse  hb  invitation,  and  had 
gone  and  routed  out  Alfred  Thompson ---we 
could  have  had  a  cosy  beef-steak  or  chop  to- 
gether, which  would  be  worth  a  doxen  such 


parties  as  I  shall  meet  ta  day.  Bythe-bye,  I 
wonder  how  the  old  fellow  gets  on  in  Pickle's 
absence-Ill  go  and  see  how  he  is  at  any  rate." 

For  this  purpose,  be  proceed^  to  the  Tem* 
pie,  where,  in  the  parlour  next  the  Aj,  he 
fonnd  his  fellow  siadent  surrounded  by  books 
and  manudcriptsy  enjoying  the  full  Inzary  of 
the  study  of  the  law.  These,  however,  were 
now  put  aside,  and  the  two  friends  conversed 
away  so  pleasantly  with  each  other,  that  Jack, 
unmindful  of  the  passing  hours,  was  at  last 
startled  by  the  sound  of  a  clock,  warning  him 
it  was  high  time  to  commence  the  necessary 
preparations  for  fulfilling  his  engagement. 
As  he  was  proceeding  homewards  at  rather  a 
quick  pace  through  Bell-yard  he  unintentionally 
ran  against  a  person,  whom  he  could  not  help 
&ncying  he  had  seen  and  known  something  of 
before ;  but  as  the  latter  did  not  appear  to  re- 
cognize him.  Jack  merely  apologized  for  the 
accident  and  passed  on. 

^*  He  is  an  ill  looking  dog,**  thought  Jack, 
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whoeyer  he  may  be ;  and  I  am  certain  I  have 
«een  him  somewhere  before.  Where  could  it 
haTebeen?  Cambridge?  no,  not  there— and 
yet  I  know  I  muat  have  seen  him  some- 
where I" 

And  thus  did  he  oontinne  puzzling  hia 
brains,  and  walking  rapidly  on  at  the  same 
time,  when,  just  as  he  got  oppomte  the  Six 
Clerks'  Office,  he  reooUeoted  his  man.  It  was 
Mr.  Cobrobyn  I 
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CHAPTER    IX. 


AN     AORBEABLB  SURPRISE,  AlfD  AN  AFFECTION- 
ATE FAREWELL. 


Jack's  first  impulse  was  to  pursue  the  culprit, 
and  he  actually  turned  round  and  started  off 
with  that  intention,  at  such  a  pace  as  must 
soon  have  brought  him  up  with  the  ob- 
ject of  his  pursuit,  had  he  only  known  what 
direction  to  have  taken  ;  but  being  wholly 
at  a  loss  here,  he  found  himself  at  fault,  and 
compelled  to  abandon  the  chase  almost  as  soon 
as  he  had  conunenced  it 


86  THS  THBBB    STI7DSNT0. 

Yet,  although  thus  foiled,  he  was  onwilling  al- 
together to  abandon  a  search  that  might  possi- 
bly bring  the  villain  to  justice  —  and  as  he 
knew     that     a    description     of    Cobrobyn'a 
person    had     been    lodged    with   the    Bow- 
Street  police,  and  that  Messrs.  Chaigem  and 
Snobbes,  Mr.  Laygent's  agents,  and  whose  offi- 
ces were  in  Chancery- Lane  close  by,  had  re- 
ceived instructions  to  use  every  effort  to  pro- 
cure his  detection,  he  proceeded  thither  forth- 
with.     Having  obtained    an  interview    with 
Mr.  Snobbes,  he  informed  that  gentleman  of 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  just  encountered 
the    absconding    party  ;    upon    which,   Mr. 
Snobbes  divested  himself  of  his  dressing-gown 
and  slippers,  and  drawing  on  a  pair  of  boots, 
and  assuming  coat  number  two,  and  his  hat  and 
gloves,  proceeded  in  his  own  proper  person,  to 
lay  the  information  he  had  received  in  the  pro- 
per quarter. 

In  spite  of  all  this  delay.  Jack  managed  to 
arrive  at  Mr.   Henry  Gerald's  before  dinner 
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had  been  annouaoed,  though  all  the  intended 
guests  had  arrived.  At  a  first  glance^  he 
thought  the  company  a  very  uninteresting  as* 
semblage,  but  on  a  closer  survey,  to  his  un- 
utterable amazementy  he  suddenly  discovered 
that  Emily  Anmdell  was  one  of  them.  Yet 
great  as  was  his  surprise,  it  was  even  exceeded 
Lythe  joy  which  thrilled  throi:^k  every  vein 
on  seeing  her  expressive  countenance  light  up 
with  pleasiure  as  he  addressed  her,  and  fully 
satisfied  him,  that  she,  as  well  as  himself, 
was  greatly  del^kted  with  this  happy  and 
unexpeeled  meeting.  And  now,  dinner  being 
announced,  he  secured  her  all  to  himself,  and 
led  her  off  in  triumph.  Everything  had  by  this 
time  assumed  a  totally  different  aspect  from 
what  he  first  contemplated  on  entering  the 
house.  Never  hetore  did  he  experience  half 
so  much  happiness;  and  never  so  much  did  he 
regret  the  departure  of  the  ladies,,  as  he  now  did 
when  they  quitted  the  dinner  table.  The 
instant,   however,  he  could  steal  off,  he  has- 
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tened    to  rejom    her  in    the    drawing-room. 
Here  Emily  took  the  opportunity  of  intro- 
ducing him  to  her  Aunt,  Mrs.  Tremaine,  who, 
was  not  present  at  the  dinner.     She  was  plea- 
sed to  meet  our  hero  graciously,  and  entering, 
at  once,  freely  into  conversation  with  him,  he 
immediately  recognized  the  voice  of  the  elder 
lady,  whose  discourse  he  had  over-heard  at  the 
Inn  at  Blackwater.  He  was  by  no  means  sorry, 
however,  when  a  chatty  old  gentleman  took 
the  old  lady  off  his  hands;  and  during  the 
whole  of  the  remainder  of  the  evening,  Jack 
and    Emily  were  never  separated  from  each 
other;    and     what     a    delightful     tite-a-ttte 
they    had— and  then    she  informed  him,   on 
his  expressing  surprise  at  again  meeting  her 
in  Town,  that  she  had  only,  when  he  saw  h&t 
depart  in  her  travelling  carriage  from  Lord 
Hexham's,  gone  to  spend  a  day  or  two  with 
some  friends  at  Richmond ;  that  she  had  after- 
wards returned  to  Town,  and  remained  with 
her   friends,   the  Lady  Geralds,   until  they 
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had  quitted  London ;  since  which ,  she  had  been 
staying  at  Mr.  Henry  Gerald's.  And  then,  she 
frankly  confessed  how  disappointed  she  had  been, 
after  daily  expecting  to  see  him,  and  beginning , 
at  last,  to  be  quite  angry  with  him  for  for- 
getting his  old  playfellow,  to  find  that  he  had 
gone  into  the  country,  and  that  years,  perhaps, 
might  pass  away  before  they  met  again.  ''But, 
I  trust,  after  all,"  added  she,  ^^that  we  may 
see  each  other  often ;  and  I  shall  always  look 
forward  with  pleasure  to  our  County  Assizes, 
when  you  join  the  Circuit ;  and  for  your  sake, 
m  try  to  get  over  my  dislike  to  a  Counsellor's 
wig ;  which,  though  it  may  give  some  degree 
of  respectability  tea  really  vulgar  countenance, 
detracts  from  a  man  of  truly  gentlemanly  ap- 
pearance in  precisely  the  same  proportion ;  so 
don't  be  angry  with  me,  if  I  should  pull  your 
wig  off  in  very  malice  for  disfiguring  my  old 
friend." 

*'  And  do  you  think  I  could  be  angry  at 
anything  you  did?*'  inquired  Jack. 


90  THR    THRBE   STCTDENTa. 

"  Why,  I  don't  know/'  replied  Emily,  archly, 
"  I  believe  I  have  tried  yoar  patience  often 
enough  years  ago,  and,  though  I  never  could 
succeed  in  putting  you  quite  into  a  passion 
then,  yet,  I  think  I  could  now,  if  I  were  to  try." 
^'  Oh,  then  don't  try,  I  beseech  you,"  said 
Jack;  '^I  acknowledge  your  power  over  me 
in  every  way ;"  and  he  was  going  to  say  a 
great  deal  more,  but  found  himself  unexpec- 
tedly taken  aback,  and  a  difficulty  in  express- 
ing his  feelings  he  had  never  experienced 
before.  At  length.  Miss  Arundell  talked 
again  about  the  Geralds,  and  told  him  that 
the  chief  object  of  her  coming  to  Town  had 
been  to  visit  and  console  her  poor  cousin, 
and  namesake,  Emily;  but  that  the  latter 
had  been  so  excited  by  their  ^first  inter- 
view, that  it  had  been  judged  prudent  that  they 
should  not  again  meet  until  her  spirits  were 
more  composed.  It  was,  indeed,  a  sad  scene 
for  us  both,"  said  she;  and  here  her  voice 
began  to    fatter,  whilst    a  tear  stole    down 
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her  cheek,  which  Jack  longed  to  kiss  awaj, 
and  for  some  minatee  both  remained  silent. 

'^I  hope  we  shall  have  a  fine  day  for  oar 
joamey  to-morrow^  Emily,"  said  Mrs.  Tre-* 
mune,  closing  the  portfolio  which  she  had  been 
preyioualy  engaged  in  looking  over;  for  the 
chatty  old  gentleman  had  departed  sometime 
before. 

^^You  don't  leave  Town  so  soon  as  to- 
morrow, I  hope  and  trast/'  exclaimed  Jack,  in 
a  tone  and  manner  that  left  no  doubt  in  Emily's 
mind  as  to  the  sincerity  of  his  regret. 

*  I  am  sorry  to  say  we  do,*'  replied  Emily. 

*'  Sorry  P  sud  Mrs.  Tremaine,  •*  why,  it  was 
bota  few  hours  since,  that  you  said  how  ha|^y 
you  should  be  to  leave  London,  and  all  belong- 
ing to  it." 

'*  Bat  then,  my  dear  aunt,  I  didn't  know—' 
Here  a  deep  blush  passed  over  her  lovely 
features;  and  she  paused  and  said  no  mora 
Yet  Jack  felt  all  she  could  have  said,  and  turning 
away  to  avoid  the  scrutiny  with  which  Mn. 
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Tremaine  was  r^aiding  them  both*  he  wms 
somewhat  astonished  to  diaooTer  that  all  the 
guests  were  departed,  and  at  the  same  time 
vexed  that  good  manners  rendered  it  imperar- 
tiye  on  him  to  follow  thar  example.  Her 
kind  good-bye,  however,  made  up  in  scHoae 
measure  for  thi&  And  very  deeply  in  love  was 
he  now  become^  and  no  mistake  at  all  about 
the  matter,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  full 
of  happy  expectations  for  the  future,  which 
whoUy  engrossed  his  mind  till  he  reached  his 
solitary  chambers.  Retiring  at  once  to  rest,  sleep 
stole  insensibly  over  his  senses,  as  he  was 
musing  upon  her  he  loved,  when  she  became 
the  subject  of  his  dreams,  now  of  a  far  more 
agreeable  nature,  than  they  were  on  the  event- 
fulnightat  Blackwater.  In  spite  of  all  this,  how- 
ever, he  was  up  and  dressed  by  seven  o'clock  the 
following  morning;  and  a  very  fine  morning 
it  was;  so  fine,  indeed,  that  he  found  himself 
unable  to  reuat  the  impulse  of  taldng  a  turn 
before  breakfast    Now  some  how  or  other  it 
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80  happened  that  bis  lege  carried  him  on 
towards  Westminster  Hall,  when,  as  he  chanced 
to  pass  through  Parliament  Street,  he  saw, 
drawn  up  at  Mr.  Henry  Gerald's  door,  the 
well-known  dark  green  chariot,  nor  was  this 
all,  for  on  directing  his  eyes  towards  the  house, 
he  perceived  Emily  looking  out  of  one  of  the 
dining  room  windows  that  faced  the  street, 
who  instantly  recognising  him,  and  at  the  same 
time  saluting  him  with  the  sweetest  smile 
imaginable,  he  waited  for  no  further  invitation, 
but  bounced  at  once  through  the  open  street 
door  into  the  apartment  where  she  was.  Here, 
in  addition  to  the  object  of  attraction,  he  found 
Mrs.  Tremaine,  and  also  the  master  of  the 
house,  just  preparing  to  commence  breakfast ; 
the  latter  of  whom,  though  nearly  as  much 
surprised,  as  Emily  was  delighted,  at  so  early 
a  visit,  gave  Jack  a  hearty  invitation  to  join 
the  party,  who,  gladly  accepting  it,  seated 
himself  beside  her  who  was  now  so  dear  to 
him,  and  managing  to  place  the    aunt  in  a 


94  THE  THREE   STUBENT8. 

State  of  eclipse,  by  the  friendly  interposition 
of  a  huge  tea  urn,  he  eojoyed  the  meal  amaz- 
ingly, notwithstanding  be  found  it  impossible 
to  swallow  one  atom  of  food,  and  was  all  the 
time  wishing  the  tea  and  coffee  at  Jerusalem. 
Thus  happily  did  the  minutes  glide  along, 
until  Mrs.  Tremaioe  who  it  seems  was  on 
this  occasion  in  a  greater  hurry  to  be  off 
than  her  niece,  suggested  that  it  was  high  time 
they  should  bid  the  gentlemen  good  morning 
and  commence  their  journey ;  to  which  Emily 
yielded  an  immediate,  though  most  reluctant 
assent. 

Being  now  the  middle  of  July,  little  was 
required  in  the  cloaking  and  shawling  way ; 
the  aunt,  therefore,  assuming  her  bonnet,  and 
throwing  a  light  scarf  carelessly  o?er  her  arm, 
was  led  off  by  Mr,  Henry  Gerald  to  the  car- 
riage. Emily,  however,  took  a  longer  time  in 
arranging  her  shawl,  and,  therefore,  did  not 
follow  immediately.  The  fact  is,  that  a  great 
deal  of  loye  may  be  made  in  the  very  short 
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time  it  takes  to  adjust  a  young  lady's  shawl, 
and  Jackj  whilst  aiding  and  assisting  i  n  this 
affair,  had  taken  especial  care  to  make  the  most 
of  the  opportunity ;  and  however  sour-minded 
spinsters  may  be  inclined  to  condemn  his  course 
of  proceeding,  Emily  certainly  did  not,  nor  do 
we.  And  when  he  had  assisted  her  into  the 
dark  green  chariot — ^though,  by  the  way,  she 
required  none,  for  she  knew  how  to  step  into 
#k  carriage  like  a  lady — a  feat  by  no  means  uni- 
versal— she  bent  forward,  and,  extending  her 
fair  and  glove-less  hand  affectionately  towards 
him,  whilst  a  tear  stood  trembling  in  her  eye  as 
she  said: — 

'^  God  bless  you,  my  dear,  dear  Jack ;" 
to  which  he  replied,  by  pressing  her  hand  to 
his  lips,  which  she  made  no  attempt  to  with- 
draw ;  and  bidding  her  again  adieu,  the  door 
was  closed,  and  the  carriage  proceeded  on 
its  journey.  He  continued  to  gaze  after  it 
for  some  minutes,  unconscious  of  the  surprise 
this  affectionate  farewell  had  occasioned  to  Mr. 
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Henry  Gerald,  who,  amazioglj  puzzled  thereat 
was  wondering  very  much  what  some  pevsons, 
of  whom  we  shall  say  nothing  at  present, 
would  have  thought  of  the  matter,  had  they, 
like  himself,  been  eye  witnesses  to  it. 

''  There's  something  wrong  somewhere  or 
other!"  thought  that  learned  counsd,  as  Jack 
having  wished  him  good  morning,  he  re-entered 
his  house. 

As  for  Jack,  he  paced  his  happy  way  home-^ 
wards,  full  of  pleasant  thoughts,  still  feeling 
the  reminiscence  of  the  delightful  pressure  of 
her  hand  as  she  bade  him  farewell     Oh  I  how 
he  cherished  that  sensation,  which,  whether  in 
fact  or  in  imagination,  he  kept  alive  until  he 
reached    Northumberland  House;   when,  not 
making  a  proper  use  of  the  rest  of  his  senses, 
he    was  nearly  knocked  down  and  run  over 
by  a  stage  coach  that  was  passing  rapidly  as 
he    was   in    the  act    of   crossing   the    way. 
This,    for  the  moment,  diverted  his  mind  from 
the  pleasing  reverie  he  had  been  indulging  in. 
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and  on  attempting  to  return  to  it  again,  he 
found  that  all  sensation  of  the  pressure  was 
departed ;  yet  the  recollection  of  it  remained 
almost  as  stronglj  impressed  [npon  his  mind 
aa  the  remembrance  of  the  first  fond  kiss 
of  pure  affection,  which  the  mouldering  hand 
of  time  can  never  efface  from  the  heart,  as 
long  as  memory  endures. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


{▲  mALOQUB  BETWEEN  TWO  8COUNDBEL8. 


Jack  upon  awftkening  from  his  pleasing  re- 
yerie,  bethought  himself  of  going  again  to 
the  offices  of  Messrs.  Chaigem  and  Snobbes, 
to  ascertain  whether  anything  further  had 
transpired  respecting  Mr.  Cobrobjn ;  when  he 
was  informed  (although  he  had  scarcely  ex- 
pected more  satisfactory  inteHigence)  that  no 
further  traces  of  him  had  been  then  dis- 
covered* 
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To  the  movements  of  this  unworthy  per- 
sonage vre  intend  next  to  direct  our  readers' 
attention. 

'His  unexpectedly  meeting  with  Jack,  or 
rather  the  curiosity  with  which  the  latter  had 
regarded  him,  bad  excited  his  alarm ;  for  though 
he  bad  not  the  slightest  recollection  of  our 
hero,  yet  a  sense  of  conscious  guilt  made  him 
shrink  from  the  obserration  of  every  one  ;  and 
as  ''the  thief  doth  fear  each  bush  an  officer," 
so  he  suspected  that  each  person  who  looked 
upon  him,  was  seeking  to  apprehend  and  bring 
him  to  that  condign  punishment,  his  iniquitous 
conduct  so  justly  merited.  No  sooner  there- 
fore, had  Jack  passed  on,  than  the  conscience- 
stricken  wretch  quickened  his  pace ;  dreading 
each  moment  he  should  feel  his  course  arreste'^ 
by  the  hand  of  justice,  yet  fearing  to  look  be** 
hind  lest  it  should  arouse  suspicion  ;  when 
hearing  the  sound  of  rapid  footsteps  from  that 
quarter,  a  tremor  at  once  came  over  him,  whilst 
a  coM  perspiration  started  from  every  pore,  and 
F     3 
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be  would  fain  have  fled,  but  bis  trembling 
limbs  wonld  now  scarcely  support  him.  His 
fears  were  groundless — it  was  merely  two  little 
children  pursuing  each  other  in  harmless  sport— 
upon  whom  be  muttered  a  bitter  curse  as  they 
ran  merrily  past.  And  then,  gathering  cou- 
rage to  look  around,  and  seeing  nothing  to 
excite  his  apprehensions,  he  struck  off  into  a 
narrow  i^ley,  where,  having  reached  a  small, 
mean-looking  dwelling,  he  lifted  the  latch  has- 
tily, and  entered  the  house. 

A  half  intoxicated,  fat,  dirty,  bundle  of  a 
woman,  rolled  out  of  a  small  back  room  as 
he  came  in,  and  told  Cobrobyn  there  was 
a  strange  man  up-stairs  that  wanted  to  see  him 
un  particular  business.'* 

The  pettifogger  started  and  turned  deadly 
pale  at  this  intelligence  ;  but  almost  in- 
stantly recovered  himself  as  the  woman  con- 
tinued— 

**  Tes,  I  s'pose  it's  the  person  what  you've 
a  been    expecting ;    for   he    said  it  was  all 
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light ;  and  so  be  sits  hisself  down,  and  sends 
out  for  a  bottle  of  runiy  and  some  tobaccy ; 
and  be's  been  a  drinking  ever  since,  and  there 
was  no  end  to  his  calling  and  bawling)  and 
knocking  for  water  ;  till  at  last,  I  takes  up 
the  tea-kettle  full;  and  no  more  will  I  take 
up  this  here  blessed  night,  to  please  he  nor 
any  body  else ;  for  Tve  enough  to  do  with- 
out running  up  and  down  stairs  so  often, 
for  a  trumpery  rent  of  six  shillings  a- 
week  r 

^*  Well,  well,  my  good  woman,  we  won't 
trouble  you  long,"  said  Mr.  Cobrobyn,  '*  I 
see  it  must  be  the  person  I  expected  ;  Mr.  Ba- 
ker was  the  name  he  said — was*ntit?" 

**  No,  Baker  aint  the  name  he  gave,  I  thinks 
he  sud 'twas  Tofield." 

*^  Fool  I"  excUimed  Robins,  impatiently. 

^  Fool  indeed  I  'tis  like  your  himperance,^ 
said  the  woman,  firing  up  indignantly,  and 
shaking  her  head  in  furious  defiance  ;  but  the 
4ittorney  managed  to  allay  the  coming  storm. 
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by  assuring  her  that  he  only  aUaded  to  hi« 
visiter,  and  the  unnecessary  trouble  he  had 
given  her.  This  had  the  effect  of  appeasing 
the  drunken  virago,  who  returned  to  the 
place  from  whence  she  came  ;  whilst  her 
lodger  ascended  the  narrow  stairs  till  he 
reached  the  door  of  a  small,  dirty,  dark^  and 
ill-furnished  apartment 

Here  he  found  his  visiter.  Farmer  Tofieldy 
whom  we  before  noticed,  as  a  party  to  the 
skirmish  in  which  Jack  and  Ctesar  were  his 
opponents,  seated  at  a  small,  rpund,  ricketty, 
table,  enveloped  in  the  clouds  of  tobacco* 
smoke  he  was  inhaling,  with  a  reeking  rum- 
mer of  hot  grog,  and  a  half  empty  bottle 
before  him— the  potent  effects  of  which,  were 

visibly    depicted    on    his    coarse    and  sottish 

ff 
countenance* 

**  Well,''  said  the  drunken  clown,  with  a 
hoarse  laugh,  as  soon  as  aoon  as  he  saw 
Mr.  Cobrobyn  enter  the  room ;  ^*  You  see 
I  have   come,    and  I'm    dashed   if   I  aint  a 
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nicked  the  whole  of  'em  this  time  by  gosh ! 
Hoh!  hohl  hohr 

And  his  fat  sides  fairly  shook,  and  he  grew 
quite  red  ia  the  face  with  the  laaghter 
these  notions  excited  ;  bat  the  laugh  was  one 
of  bitter  tecklessness,  not  of  mirth. 

"  But,  I  zay,"  continued  Tofield,  who  per- 
ceived from  Cobrobyn's  moody  and  abstracted 
matiner  that  he  scarcely  heeded  what  he  had 
been  telling  him  ;  *^  why  don't  ye  ax  me 
how  I  jockeyed  'em  all,  eh?  but  never  mind, 
ni  till  'ye  all  about  it.  You  know  I  got  every 
cow,  bullock,  calf,  sheep,  pig,  and  what  not ; 
and  had  'em  all  drove  away  down  to  Alford 
Fair;  and  I'm  blow'd  if  I  didn't  zell  the  whole 
of  um  afore  twelve  o'clock — did  by  gosh ;  and 
got  the  money  too,"  added  he,  slapping  his 
open  hand  upon  his  thigh,  and  looking  up  as  if 
for  applause  at  his  dexterous  management  of 
the  business ;  and  then  taking  a  potent  liba* 
tion,  which  emptied  his  glass,  he  instantly  com- 
menced refilling  it  .  ' 
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^'  Stay,  Tofield,  and  be  advised  bj  me^"  in* 
terposed  his  oompanion^  *'  do  my  good  fellow 
be  careful ;  our  time  is  now  precious,  and  we 
have  a  great  deal  to  consult  about,  for  we  most 
leave  this  to-morrow ;  so  do  try  to  keep  your- 
self sober  for  an  hour  or  two  at  least,*' 

''  Sober  aye  that  I  will,"  said  the  Farmei^, 
"  but  what  difference  will  a  glass  or  so  of  grog 
make;  so  as  I  was  a  zaying,  I  zold  all  the 
cattle,  and  what  with  one  thing  and  t'other, 
IVe  got  together  a  matt^m  <^  dree  or  your 
hundred  pounds  have  by  gosh — and  I  take  it 
that'll  go  some  way  in  Merrykey.  But  I'm 
hanged  if  the  best  joke  of  the  whole  hain't  that 
I  rode  away  Tom  Blake's  blood  mare,  that  he's 
always  bragging  about.  Dang  her,  I  made 
her  trot  along  a  good  one." 

'^  What  ?"  exclaimed  Cobrobyn  in  evident 
consternation.  **  Stolen  Blake's  mare !  What 
on  earth  could  have  induced  you  to  take 
so  imprudent  a  step?" 

*^  Why  a  man  may  as  well  steal  one  thing 


TH&  THEBE  STUDENTS.  105 

88  t'other  for  the  mattern  of  that  for  what  I 
<»in  zee/'  replied  Tofield,  doggedly.  "  It's 
nothing  when  one's  band's  once  in  it^  thanks 
to  your  teaching  Master  'turney," 

^'  But  there  will  be  a  pursait,"  said  the 
Lawyer  in  great  alarm.  ^<  You'll  be  traced 
to  London.  Where  have  you  left  the  mare  ? 
Dear,  dear,  I  never  knew  anything  half  so  un- 
lucky." 

^*  Left  the  mare,  eh  ?  is  that  what  you  wants 
to  know  ?"  replied  Tofield,  "  why  I've  left  she 
2afe  enough  at  the  stables  at  the  back  of  the 
Bear  and  Bagged  Staff;  and  I  zells  her  the 
first  thing  in  the  morning,  or  else  my  name's 
not  Tofield ;  and  I'll  be  hanged  if  I  don't  get 
2ixty  guineas  for  her." 

<<  You'll  be  hanged  if  you  do,  to  a  dead 
certainty,"  interposed  Cobrobyn;  "you  must 
attempt  no  such  thing.  We  must  quit  Lon* 
don  bythe  earliest  coach  to-morrow  that  sets 
out  for  the  west.  We  must  get  away  to  Pad« 
stow  as  quickly  as  we  can,  from  whence  a  vessel 
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will  «dl  for  Ameriea  as  soon  as  we  niAie 
there" 

**  Hold  hard,  and  draw  that  myther  milderj 
Master,  if  you  please  ;"  interrupted  Tofield, 
^*  d'je  think  Tm  a  gmng  to  lose  the  valley  of 
the  mare  jost  to  suit  your  conTenieoce." 

'*  Better  lose  a  hundred  times  her  value 
than  your  life,"  rejoined  the  attorney  sharply, 
**  for  mark  my  words,  as  surely  as  you  return 
to  Smithfield,  so  surely  will  you  be  appre- 
hended ;  and  bear  in  mind  that  men  are  some- 
times hanged  for  only  ridiog  off  their  neigh- 
bour's horses  without  asking  leave  first;  as 
you  may  xecoUect  poor  Tom  Corderey  was,  not 
two  years  ago." 

^'  Then  I'm  dashed  if  I'll  have  any  more  to 
do  with  the  mare,  and  that's  flat/'  said  Tofiekl ; 
''  and  80  now  the  devil  may  ride  hunting  on 
her  for  me ;  though  to  be  zure  she  brought  me 
along  the  road  in  fine  style.  And  now  let's 
hear  what  more  you've  a  got  to  say  ;*'  and  here 
he  took  a  hearty  swill  at  his  grog. 
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•'  Then  don't  interrupt  me,*'  said  Mr.  Cobro- 
byn,  **  and  I  will  state  to  you  the  precise  plan  we 
must  adopt.  There  is  a  Vessel  that  sails  for 
Neir  York  from  Padstow  in  Cornwall  in  two 
days'  time ;  and  I  have  spoken  to  the  captain, 
who  is  now  in  London,  about  my  passage ;  I 
shall  see  him  again  by  appointment  in  the 
course  of  this  eveuing,  and  will  arrange  with 
him  all  about  yours  also;  and  when  we  are 
out  of  this  slavish  country,  and  safely  landed 
in  the  land  of  freedom,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  then  we  shall  be  all  right  as  St. 
Dunstan's;  aod  I  tell  you  what,  Tofield,  we'll 
make  money  enough  to  buy  up  half  Hamp- 
shire, if  weVe  so  inciiued ;  for  I  know  of  acres 
and  acres  of  excellent  land,  that  maj  be  pur-* 
chased  for  a  trifle;  and  if  you  will  only  assist 
nic  in  brin;;ing  it  iuto  a  proper  state  of  culti- 
ration,  you  shall  go  halves  with  me  in  every  foot 
ofil.' 

"  Well,  wjll,*'said  Tofield,  "  all  this  sounds 
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▼Mtly  fine»  bat  how  be  I  to  know  yoa'U  keep 
your  word  f' 

**  I  don't  mean  jrou  to  trust  to  my  word,'* 
replied  the  attorney,  **  there  are  lawyers  in 
Amerioa  as  well  as  in  England|  who  oan  pre- 
pure  the  necessary  agreement  between  us; 
besides  self-interest,  you  know,  must  now  bind 
us  to  each  other.  If  we  remain  in  England 
we  must  both  be  hanged;  but  in  America 
we  shall  be  safe ;  and  there,  as  I  said,  I  have 
the  means  of  purchasing  lands  twice  as  exten- 
sive as  the  richest  nobleman  in  this  country 
possesses ;  all  I  want  is  a  good  farmer  to  cul- 
tivate them,  or  rather  to  show  those  we  shall 
employ  the  way  to  do  it ;  now  you,  Tofield, 
are  exactly  that  person,  and  one,  I  tell  you 
honestly,  I  can't  do  without ;  so  self-interest^ 
as  I  have  just  said,  must  bind  us  tight  to- 
gether. Theiell  be,  depend  upon  it,  no  end 
to  the  money  we  shall  make,  so  what  d'ye 
say?" 
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^^  Done^  I'm  jour  man,**  answered  Tofield, 
"  but^  I  zaji  have'ee  got  me  a  plaoe  took  in 
the  coach  as  we  be  to  go  by,  eh  7" 

''  I  can  easily  arrange  that,"  replied  the  At- 
torney, **  as  soon  as  it's  dark  PU  go  to  the 
coach  office  and  secure  one/' 

"  But  dam'  it  all,  why  dont'ee  go  and  secure 
'an  at  once,"  said  Tofield,  '<  or  tell  me  where 
'tis,  and  I'll  go  myself." 

*^  Be  advised  by  me,  Tofield,  and  stir  abroad 
no  more  to-night ;  perhaps  already  the  Bow- 
street  officers^  have  received  intelligence  of 
you,  and  like  blood  hounds  are  at  this  time  hot 
in  the  pursuit.  You  have  yet  to  learn  what  it 
is  to  be  hunted  and  ferretted  like  a  noxious 
beast  of  prey  as  I  have  been." 

Here  his  voice  faltered,  and  he  actually  shed 
tears,  just  as  if  be  had  been  an  unmerited 
object  of^the  most  cruel  persecution;  which 
his  companion,  neither  regarding*  nor  in  fact 
noticing,  puffed  away  for  some  time  in  silence^ 
and  seemed  to  be  insensibly    falling  into  a 
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state  of  drunken  stupor.  At  length,  appear- 
ing all  of  a  sodden  to  arouse  his  drunken  facul^- 
ties,  he  exclaimed, 

"  But,  I  say.  Master  Lawyer,  what  be  I  to 
do  about  my  old  0*oman?  Never  a  word 
good,  bad,  nor  indifferent,  have  we  said  about 
she  yet;  and  111  be  hanged  if  I  leaves  her 
behind,'* 

**What  silly  whim  has  entered  your  head 
now,"  interrupted  Cobrobyn  with  some 
warmth,  **  are  you  going  to  risk  every  thing 
by  encumbering  yourself  with  a  wife;  of 
all  things  on  earth  the  most  likely  to  lead  to 
your  detection  ?' 

^'  Detection  be  hanged,  she  shall  go  we'  us ; 
I'm  dashed  if  she  sha'nt,  why  has't  no  feeling 
for  thee  own  zister ;  I'd  like  to  know  who  zays 
she  sha'nt  go,  you  be  dashed." 

Here,  wanting  words  to  express  himtrclf,  he 
again  began  to  replenish  his  tumbler,  which  by 
this  time  had  again  become  empty ;  muttering 
and  growling  to  himself  all  the  time;    and 
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then  he  applied  the  glass  to  his  lips,  and  8wsl' 
lowed  the  greater  portion  of  its  contents  before 
he  again  replaced  it  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Cobrobyn  knew  his  man,  and  was  well 
aware  how  vain  it  was  openly  to  contend  with 
his  obstinacy  ;  he  therefore  tried  more  sooth* 
ing  measures,  and  at  length  succeeded  in  per- 
suading him  that  his  wife  might  follow  them 
in  the  next  ship ;  and  that  in  the  meantime 
he  might  remit  her  a  sufficient  sum  for  her 
passage;  till  at  length  the  latter  reluctantly 
grumbled  out  his  assent  to  the  proposed  ar- 
rangement. 

"  But  what  be  you  a  going  to  do  about  your 
Misses  ?''  inquired  Tofield. 

^*  Do  with  her,"  replied  Cobrobyn,  with  a 
sarcastic  sneer;  '*  why  leave  her  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  parish ;  I've  bad  a  good  deal  of  their 
money  first  and  last ;  and  so  I'll  make  them  a 
present  of  her  in  return,  just  by  way  of  shew- 
ing them  all  I  m  by  no  means  ungrateful  for 
past  favours^" 
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*<  Well,  rm  dang'd  if  70a  bu't  a  bigger 
bladcgiuad  than  I  took  thee  for/  said  Tofield, 
pooling  8ome  additional  spirit  into  hb  glass, 
which  it  seemed  he  had  hardly  mixed  strong 
enough  for  his  liking,  and  at  the  same  time 
eyeing  his  companion  with  evident  looks  of 
disgost 

'<  SUy,  Tofield,  my  good  fellow,''  said  the 
lawyer,  laying  his  hand  impressively  on  bis 
arm ;  ^*  stay,  that's  a  good  fellow,  and  take  no 
more  now." 

^*  P'shaw>  none  of  your  humbug,"  hickupped 
Tofield,  now  very  drunk  and  beginning  to  be* 
come  quarrelsome*  **  Who  be  you  tbeu,  I 
should  like  to  know^d'ye  think  I  care  a  curse 
for  you,  or  half-^a-dozen  such  fellows;  my 
name's  Tofield.  There,  dash  me,  I'm  as  good 
a  man  as  you— who's  a  better  man  than  I  be 
I'd  like  to  know  ?  I'd  fight  half-a-dozen  sucb 
as  you  be  for  two-pence." 

^'  Tofield,  my  dear  fellow,"  said  Cobrobyni 
with  some  earnestness  of  manner,  *^  we  have 
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little  goodness  to  quarrel  about  either  of  us; 
and  of  the  two  you  are  perhaps  the  better 
man ;  but  not  the  most  prudent  certainly ;  so 
follow  my  advice,  if  you  wish  to  save  your  neck 
from  the  gallows." 

This  last  remark  silenced  the  brawling 
farmer;  and  for  sometime  he  remained  puffing 
away  his  tobacco  smoke  in  sullen  silence ;  at 
lengthy  after  one  or  two  drunken  nods,  he  tried 
to  arouse  himself;  when  raising  himself  on  his 
feet  with  some  difficulty,  and  supporting  him- 
self in  that  position  by  holding  on  the  back  of 
one  of  the  chairs,  he  signified  his  intention  of 
proceeding  to  the  place  where  he  had  stopped 
on  his  arrival  in  town,  and  hadj  as  he  said, 
ordered  his  bed  for  the  night. 

"  Where  ?*'  inquired  the  Attorney,  in  great 
surprise. 

<<Why,  to  the  Bear  and  Ragged  Staff, 
where  1  left  my  boss,  to  be  sure,"  hiokupped 
Tofield. 
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"  Indeeil,"  said  CobrobyD,  "  you  mut'n't  go. 
oujt  of  this  house  to-night*'' 

''  Mus'n't  egosh,  and  who  be  you  that  says 
mus'n't?  hickup — I'm  dashed — who  be  you — 
hickup— d'ye  think  I'll  ax  you  where  I  like  to 

"  Be  pacified,  do  my  dear  roan/'  said  Mr. 
Cobrobyn,  '*  I'm  only  anxious  for  your  safety ; 
and  you  seem  to  forget  that  I  have  already 
cautioned  you  that  if  you  return  to  Smithfield 
your  detection  is  as  certain  as  I  stand  here.  You 
can  have  a  bed  in  this  house;  and  I'll  take 
care  to  call  you  betimes  in  the  morning." 

'^  But  I'll  be  hanged  if  I  likes  to  trust  my- 
self  in  the  zame  house  with  such  a  rogue  as 
you  be,"  growled  the  farmer;  *'  how  be  I  to 
know  that  you  won't  cut  my  throat  as  I'm 
asleepj  and  steal  all  my  money  ?  How  be  I  to 
knpw  thatlzay?" 

^'  Don't  irritate  a  desperate  man  too  far  by 
your  drunken  obstinacy,"  said  the  attorney  in 
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GODsidenihle  anger,  <*  your  life  is  now  in  my ' 
handa.    J  have  but  to  a&y  the  word  and  your 
doom  is  sealed." 

**  Aye,  aye,"  said  Tofield,  **  and  zo'syourn 
too— «>  you  won't  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag 
for  thee  own  zake,  or  frighten  me  with  all 
youWe  a  got  to  zay — I've  lived  too  long  in  the 
wooda  to  be  scwired  we'  an  owl's  booting." 

^^  C!ome,  Tofield^"  said  Cobrobyn,  again  at- 
tempting the  soothing  system ;  ^*  it  is  utter 
folly  for  us  to  fall  out.  Self  interest,  as  I 
said  before,  binds  us  closely  to  each  other ;  and 
what  need  you  fear  from  me,  man  ?  Isn't  the 
assistance  I  expect  at  your  hands  worth  to  me 
at  least  a  hundred  times  the  value  of  the  paltry 
sum  you  have  now  about  you?  I  have  not 
trusted  you  thus  far,  for  so  trivial  a  purpose 
depend  upon  it;  and  the  confidence  I  have 
thus  placed  in  you  I  am  certain  you  will  not 
abuse." 

^'  Aye,  aye,  go  on,  Mr.  Mealy  mouth,"  inter* 
rupted  the  clown,  '^  But  there,  never  mind — I 
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'spose  'tis  as  you  zay — bo  shew  me  the  way. 
Stop^  I  zay,  I'm  hanged  if  I  goes  without  I  has 
a  drop  more  grog.'' 

**  Well,  well/*  said  the  lawyer,  '*  you  shall 
have  as  many  as  you  like;  but  hadn't  you  bet- 
ter drink  it  after  you're  in  bed ;  just  by  way  of 
night-cap  you  know,  as  we  used  to  say." 

'^Aye,  that's  right,  make  a  good  strong 
one." 

^*  And,  now,  if  you'll  allow  me,  I'll  show  you 
to  your  room." 
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CHAPTER  XL 


CONTAIKINO  A    8TAOE-GOACH  ADYBNTXJRS. 


Haying  packed  ap  everything  in  readi* 
nesa  for  the  journey,  he  was  to  take  on  the 
following;  morning,  Jack  proceeded  to  the 
Temple,  to  endeavour  to  prevail  upon  his 
friend,  Thompson,  to  carry  into  effect  the 
promise  he  had  nearly  extracted  on  the 
previous  day,  of  accompanying  him  to  Long* 
passage. 

Thompson  appeared  for  some  time  to  hesi- 
tate; at  length,  he  said,  mournfully, 
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"  No,  Price,  I  fear  I  most  give  it  up  ;  plea- 
sure is  not  for  me;  I  have  a  great  deal  to  fag 
up;  and  if  I  get  amongst  my  friends,  bow  are 
my  studies  to  be  pursued  ?  How  many  inter- 
ruptions shall  I  be  subject  to  ?  And  bow  many 
temptations  will  offer  themselves  to  make  me 
indulge  in  idleness  and  amusements,  when 
every  moment  is  now  of  so  much  importance 
to  me  ?" 

**  P'shaw  man  I  never  think  of  that,"  re- 
plied Jack  ;  '*  your  wits,  depend  upon  it,  will 
be  all  the  sharper  for  a  little  variety ;  and  if 
you'll  come  and  stay  with  me,  you  shall  have  a 
room  to  yourself,  where  you  can  study  away  to 
your  heart's  content.'' 

''No,"  said  Thompson,  interrupting  him; 
"  if  I  go  at  all,  I  must  not  desert  my  father's 
house,  humble  though  it  be.  And  yet,"  added 
he,  laying  his  hand  impressively  upon  our 
hero's  arm ;  ''  1  have  been  mean  spirited 
enough  to  blush  at  my  very  father's  name. 
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But  I  have  suffered  for  it — bitterly  have  I  suf- 
fered !" 

'^  Well,  oever  think  about  that  now,  mj  fine 
fellow/^  Interposed  Jack ;  '^  you  acknow- 
ledge your  error,  and  you  have  bad  your 
punishment — so  cheer  up,  and  congratulate 
yourself  on  having,  at  least,  an  honest  man  for 
your  father — which  is  more  than  all  our  ac- 
quaintances can  boaat  of,  although  their  parents 
may  write  honorable,  and  right  honorable  be- 
fore their  names." 

^*  Ah !  Price,  my  kind  friend,"  said  Thomp- 
son, ^*  I  wish  allour acquaintances  possessed  your 
liberal  opinions.'' 

^^  I  teU  you  what  my  candid  opinion  is 
Thompson/'  resumed  Jack,  <^  and  then  we'll 
both  of  us  drop  the  subject.  If  you  wish  to 
be  happy  and  respected,  don't  give  yourself  so 
much  concern  about  what  this  person  or  that 
person  may  think  of  you  ;  who,  most  probably, 
never  trouble  their  heads  to  think  about  you  at 
all— only  let  your  future  conduct  correspond 
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with  your  put  life,  and  70a  msy  rest  assured, 
that  you  will  secure  the  confidenoe  and  esteem 
of  all  those  whose  good  opinion  yon  need  care 
a  msh  about.  Take  my  word  for  it,  the  dread 
of  the  ill-opinion  of  those  who  never  bestow  a 
thought  upon  us,  and  the  apprehension  of  evils 
that  never  are  to  happen,  form  the  source  of  a 
great,  but  very  unnecessary  portion  of  our 
worldly  misery.  And  now,  not  a  word  more  on 
the  subject— 80  come,  old  fellow,  you'll  go  down 
and  gladden  the  eyes  of  your  honest  old  father, 
won't  you  ?  So  away  with  your  books  and 
papers,  and  Til  lend  you  a  hand  to  pack  up 
your  luggage.  I  say  Thompson,"  continued  Jack, 
who  had  already  begun  to  place  the  books  of 
the  student ^  in  the  proper  positions  on  their 
shelves.  *'  I  say  Thompson,  how  glad  aU  the 
Laygeat's  will  be  to  see  you— don't  you  think 
they  will?" 

Thompson  made  no  reply  to  this,  but  van- 
ished into  his  bed-room ;  and  the  next  moment 
Jl^Qk  heard  a  drawer  slide  out,  from  which,  by 
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the  time  he  entered  the  room,  sundry  articles 
of  wearing  apparel  were  flying  out  at  a  very 
rapid  rate. 

Jack  said  nothings  but  opening  a  portman- 
teau, which  he  saw  in  the  room,  began  very 
quietly  to  stow  them  away  in  it,  so  that  in  a 
very  short  time  Thompeon  found  everything 
duly  paeked  up  and  prepared  for  his  journey. 

^'  And  now,*'  said  Jack,  '^  let  us  go  some- 
where and  get  a  chop,  or  something  or  other  to 
eat;  for  I'm  monstrously  hungry;  and  then 
we'll  adjourn  to  my  chambers  and  have  a  quiet 
bottle  of  port  together  to  cheer  you  up  for 
your  journey  to-morrow." 

This  arrangement  Thompson  cheerfully  ac- 
ceded to^  and  the  two  friends  adjourned  to  a 
neighbouring  tavern,  and  upon  the  whole  they 
spent  a  very  pleasant  evening. 


Jack's  chambers  were  rented  by  him  of  a 

VOL.  IL  o 
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Mr.  Phibber,  a  Solicitor,  who,  with  his  wife 
and  family,  occupied  a  set  of  Chambers  on  the 
same  floor.  How  they  contrived  to  stow 
themselves  away  in  them  is  their  afiair,  not 
ours.  Now  just  as  Jack  had  concluded  a  very 
early  breakfast,  preparatory  to  his  journey, 
Mr.  Phibber  himself  waited  upon  him,  and 
after  wishing  him  a  pleasant  journey,  he  en- 
tered fully  into  the  business  of  his  visit,  which 
was  to  request  Mr.  Price  to  allow  him  (Mr. 
Phibber)  occasionally  to  use  his  sitting-room 
during  his  absence;  as  Mrs.  Phibber — so  he 
said — was  expecting  a  young  lady  to  spend  a 
short  time  with  her;  to  which  request  Jack 
readily  assented.  The  Hackney  coach,  which 
was  destined  to  convey  him  to  the  coach-office, 
being  now  announced,  he  got  into  it  bag  and 
baggage ;  and  picking  up  his  friend  Thompson 
at  Temple  Bar,  they  proceeded  to  the  White 
Horse  Cellar,  where  they  found  the  coach  just 
ready  to  start. 

Several  passengers  had  already  taken  their 
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Beats,  and  a  person  in  a  military  sort  of  undress 
was  making  a  great  fuss  at  the  time  they  came 
up,  because  he  couldn't  have  the  box  seat 
which  the  coachman  informed  him  had  been 
previously  engaged 

"  Then  I  insist  upon  it,''  said  the  military 
dressed  gentleman,  "  that  if  I  can't  have  the 
box,  you  order  some  of  those  fellows  off  the 
front,  for  I  can't  think  of  riding  behind." 

**  I  can  ask  one  of  the  gentlemen  to  change 
places  with  you  if  you  wish  it,  sir,"  replied 
the  coachman. 

^*  Ask  them  ?"  interrupted  the  gentleman  in 
some  surprise,  *^  why  demme  I  insist  on  your 
starting  every  one  of  them,  if  I  desire  it,  or 
by  Jupiter — ^" 

**  I  can  turn  no  passenger  out  of  bis  place, 
sir,"  replied  the  coachman  gravely. 

*'  3ut  I  insist  upon  your  doing  so,  sirrah," 
continued  the  military  gentleman. 

*^  And  you  may  insist  just  so  long  as  you 
likes,"  said  one  of  the  passengers,  a  stout,  dirty 
o  3 
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looking  mechanic ;  for  the  previous  conversa- 
tion had  been  carried  on  in  a  key  loud  enough 
to  be   overheard  by   every   one    around    the 
coach.     "  If,  continued  he,  "  you'd  a  axed  us 
in  a  civil  kind  of  a  way,  I'd  a  had  no  kind  of 
hobjecshun  ;  but  as  you  seems  hinclinded  to 
come  it  fat,  strong,  and  sarcy,  you  shan't  come 
that  rig  in  our  company  d'ye  twigl  eh?"  and 
placing  his  thumb  upon  his  nose,  he  moved  his 
extended  fingers  in  a  manner  evidently  not  in- 
tended to  be  complimentary,  whilst  the  two 
other  passengers  who  were  seated  beside  him, 
and  who  were  apparently  of  the  same  stamp, 
set  up    a    hoarse    laugh    of '  defiance.     The 
military  gentleman,  finding  the  sort  of  charac- 
ters he  had  to  deal  with,  thought  proper  to 
pursue  a  contest  no  farther,  in  which  he  was 
likely    to    gain    very    little    advantage,    and 
certainly  no  honor ;  so  without  saying  another 
word,  he  stepped  quietly  round  and  got  up 
behind.     Immediately  afterwards  a  personage 
of  very  small  dimension?,  dressed  in  groom's 
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livery,  and  who  waa  the  person  who  had  en- 
gaged the  box  seat,  toaching  hia  hat  respect- 
fully to  Jack,  mounted  the  box  beside  the 
driver,  aod  the  coach  immediately  proceeded 
on  its  journey. 

Now  it  might  easily  be  perceived  that  this 
military  apparelled  gentleman  was  one  of  those 
who  assume  a  bullying  exterior,  in  order  to 
impress  a  proper  idea  of  their  consequence  i 
he  therefore  regarded  the  two  passenjgers  who 
sat  opposite  him,  and  whom  he  supposed,  by 
Uieir  appearance,  to  be  shopmen,  or  persons  in 
that  clasa  of  life,  with  looks  of  the  most  ia- 
effiible  contempt  y  as  if  they  had  taken  a  most  un- 
warrantable liberty  in  thus  presuming  to  intrude 
themselvea  into  the  same  part  of  a  public  con- 
veyance witli  so  mighty  a  personage  as  himself; 
whilst  to  Jack  and  his  fellow  traveller,  whom 
be  perceived  to  be  gentlemen,  he  was  inclined 
to  become  equally  condescending.  But  he  met 
with  very  little  encouragement  in  this  quarter. 
Jack,  at  the  first  glance,  recognized  him  as  the 
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Captain  Dawkina,  who  we  before  noticed  ae 
one  of  the  party  who  dined  at  Colonel  An-» 
derson's  on  the  memorable  day  of  Jack's  fishing 
match  with  Major  Bodd;  and  be  alao  recol- 
lected to  have  seen  and  beard  quite  enongb  of 
him  on  that  oocasion,  to  deter  him  from  seek- 
ing to  renew  hia  acquaintance ;  whilst  Thomp- 
son, in  one  moment,  deteeted  in  him  a  charae- 
ter  he  utterly  despised :  namely,  that  of  an 
unprincipled  profligate  who  calk  himself  a 
gentleman,  and  is  by  some  persons  receiyed  as 
such  in  society.  The  tenor  of  his  conTcrsatioa 
soon  showed  that  Thompson  was  perfectly 
right  in  his  suppodtion;  tat  meeting  with 
little  encouragement  from  Jack  and  his  com- 
panion; he  at  length  condescended  to  enter 
into  discourse  with  the  two  young  men  be  had 
preyiously  treated  so  cavalierly ;  but  which 
they  on  their  parts  readily  forgave,  and  they 
all  three  talked  away  together  in  the  most  af- 
fable numner  possible,  but  in  a  style  which 
would  have  been  anytlung  but  pleasing  to  our 
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renders,  and  which  we  therefore  altogether 
ooiit^ 

At  length,  in  the  coarse  of  cooTersation,  the 
Marquess  of  Baddington,  and  some  of  his  ex- 
ploits  were  introdooed,  aod  in  several  of  these 
Dawkins  said  he  himself  had  participated.  All 
we  can  say  is»  that  if  only  one  half  of  what 
he  said  were  true,  hanging  would  have  been  by 
fSu*  too  lenient  a  punishment  for  either  of  them. 

Now  we  must  here  inform  our  readers,  that 
the  llarquess  of  Baddington,  whom  we  before 
mentioned  as  our  hero's  companion  to  the 
races  at  Asoot,  was  what  is  frequently  termed 
a  rattling  fellow ;  and  as  a  man  of  his  rank  in 
life  cannot  make  a  rattle  without  many  persons 
hearing  the  noise  it  occasions,  the  consequence 
wa^  that  most  of  his  rattling  affiiirs  were  vtxy 
pablidy  talked  about ;  and  he  had  become  a 
sort  of  lion  in  a  certain  sort  of  way;  and 
as  such  held  in  high  estimation  by  those  who 
were  desirous  of  acquiring  notoriety  in  a 
similar  manner.    But  like  many  other  heroes 
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he  bore  the  credit  of  several  feats  he  had  never 
performed,  and  of  numberless  acts  that  no 
power  on  earth  would  have  induced  him  to 
commit. 

He  was  a  high-spirited,  thoughtless  young 
roan,  but,  at  the  same  time,  incapable  of  being 
engaged  in  any  one  of  the  disgraceful  transac- 
tions that  Dawkins  related;  which  were  neither 
more  or  less  than  gross  falsehoods,  invented  for 
the  purpose  of  exciting  for  a  very  short  time 
the  admiration  of  two  weak-headed  and  illiter* 
ate  young  men,  whose  opinions  no  one  could 
have  held  in  more  sovereign  contempt  than 
Dawkins  himself  did ;  whilst  their  affectation 
and  conceited  manners  thoroughly  disgusted 
him;  yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  he  con- 
tinued to  chat  away  with  them  with  great 
familiarity,  till  the  coach  drew  up  at  the  Black 
Dog  at  Bedfont. 

It  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  Jack 
could  restrain  himself  from  calling  Dawkins  to 
account  for  the  liberties  he  had  taken  with  hia 
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friend  Lord  BaddiEgton's  name,  with  whom  he 
felt  quite  certain  Dawkins  could  never  have 
had  the  slightest  acquaintance.  This  he  wonid 
most  assuredly  have  done,  had  he  not  foreseen, 
that  without  getting  into  any  disagreeable 
brawl  about  the  matter,,  he  would  soon  have 
ample  opportunity  of  exposing  Dawkins's  fidse- 
hoods ;  and  of  convincing  all  who  had  heard 
any  part  of  his  conversation,  that  Lord  Bad- 
dtngton  knew  no  more  about  him  than  he  did 
of  the  Man  in  the  Moon. 

Now  the  coach,  as  we  before  stated,  had 
stopped  at  Bedfont,  and  it  was  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  up  a  passenger,  a  very  gentlemanly 
looking  young  man,  who,  but  for  a  profusion 
of  very  red  hair,  might  have  been  termed  per- 
fectly handsome.  He  was  dressed  in  the  very 
height  of  the  then  fashion ;  though  perhaps  a 
little  too  much  in  the  jdckey  style;  which 
was  not,  however,  ill  adapted  to  the  office  he 
was  just  preparing  to  undertake,  which  was 
that  of  driver  to  the  coach ;  not  strictly  pro- 
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fessionallj,  but  merely  as  an  amateur  in  the 
science. 

**  Why,  where  on  earth  have  yon  kept  yonr- 
eelf,  Jack?**  said  the  stranger,  recognising  our 
hero  on  the  seat  behind.  *^  I  haven't  seen  yon 
the  Lord  knows  when.  Here,  old  fellow,  come 
and  take  a  seat  in  front,  I'm  jnst  going  to  drive 
down  to  Hartley  Row,  where  we  shall  meet 
the  other  coach,  which  I'm  to  drive  back  again. 
I  daresay,"  added  he,  *'  one  of  the  passengers 
will  chnnge  seats  with  you  for  a  short  time ;" 
and  then  stepping  forward,  he  civilly  requested 
one  of  them  to  do  so. 

"  What,  not  he  in  the  q>urs  ?"  inquired  the 
mechanic-looking  personage  before  mentioned. 

'^  I  don't  know  really,"  replied  the  amateur 
coschee ;  ^'  I  say,  Jack,"  added  he,  turning 
round,  **  are  you  in  spurs,  ehP" 

•«  No,"  replied  Jack. 

*^  Oh,  if  that's  the  person,"  said  the  me* 
chanie ;  **  he  shall  have  my  seat  and  welcome ; 
but  I'd  see  he  in  the  spurs  at  Halifax  first. 
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End  wouldn't  do  it  then,"  and  with  this  indul- 
gence of  the  freedom  of  speech,  the  mechani- 
cal gentleman  descended,  and  marched  round 
to  take  Jack's  former  seat  behind. 

^^  Are  yott  at  all  acquainted  with  that  gea- 
tleman  who  has  just  spoken  to  me  ?"  said  Jack 
as  he  arose  to  get  down  from  the  coach^  and 
addressing  Dawkins,  who  was  looking  very  dis- 
concerted about  something  or  other. 

*^  What  d'ye  mean,  sir,  1  don't  understand 
you?"  said  Dawkins,  making  a  yery  bad  at* 
tempt  to  look  fierce  at  the  manner  in  which 
this  question  was  put  to  him. 

"  I  asked  you/^  continued  Jack,  ^'  if  that 
gentleman  who  has  jnst  spoken  to  me  is  an 
acquaintance  of  yours  ?" 

*'  No,  he  is  not,  sir— at  least — no-^he  is  not 
an  acquaintance  of  min^/'  replied  Pawkins  in 
considerable  confusion. 

"  So  I  thought,"  said  Jack,  *'  and  perhaps," 
added  he,  *^  I  may  now  as  weU  inform  the  rest 
of  the  passengers,  that  this  person  with  whom 
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you  are  not  acquainted^  *^  is  the  Marquess  of 
Baddington." 

The  young  shopman  stared,  and  Dawkins 
himself  looked  so  miserably  crest  fallen,  that 
Jack  really  piti3d  him  ;  and  having  now,  as  he 
considered,  sufficiently  punished  and  exposed 
his  uDgentlemanly  conduct^  he  proceeded  to 
change  places  with  the  mechanic,  and  a  very 
pleasant  chat  Jack  and  his  noble  friend  had 
together,  until  they  met  the  return  coach, 
which  the  Marquess  was  to  drive  back.  Jack, 
on  retumiug  again  to  his  seat  behind,  found 
that  Dawkins'  place  wa*  empty. 

"  Why,  Thompson,"  inquired  Jack,  "  what 
has  become  of  Lord  Baddington's  boon  com- 
panion ?* 

**  Oh  !"  said  Thompson,  laughing,  '^  he  stole 
of!  at  the  first  place  we  changed  horses.  T  be- 
lieve he  was  so  heartily  ashamed  of  himself, 
or  perhaps  fearful  of  your  exposing  his  impos- 
ture to  the  Marquess  himself,  that  he  chose  to 
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be  left  on  the  road,  as  the  most  certain  way  of 
getting  out  of  the  scrape." 

**  Well,"  said  Jack,  *^  it's  plain  he  has  some 
sen.-'e  of  shame  about  him,  at  any  rate." 

*^  I  think  he's  a  fair  sense  of  himpudenoe," 
said  one  of  the  shopmen,  in  that  effected  yaw 
yaw  tone  of  voice,  which  persons  of  his  calling 
sometimes  assume,  under  the  very  erroneous 
supposition,  that  by  so  doing  they  may  be  mis- 
taken for  gentlemen. 

'*  Did  you  evaw  ?''  said  the  other  shopman. 
'^  No,  I  nevaw,"  answered  the  first;    and 
then  both,  as  if  something  very  witty  had  es- 
caped them,  set  up  a  tittering  laugh  in  the 
same  yaw  yaw  style. 

*^  I  say,  Sandaws,"  said  one  of  the  shopmen 
after  a  short  pause,  ^'  what  sort  of  a  gent  is 
your  govemaw  ?*' 

**  What,  old  Thompson, '  replied  the  person 
addressed,  and  pulling  up  his  shirt  collar, 
— which,  by-the-bye,  was  none  of  the  cleanest, 
and   at  the  same  time  exposing  a  very  gaudy 
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ring,  mud  ft  very  dirty  hand.  ''Oh!  well 
enough ;  tol  lol — good  soii  of  a  man  enough 
in  his  waj-^^-not  Tory  genteel,  a-heo)  I  yaw 
denuneP 

*<  But  that  eon  of  his,  that  lie's  bringing  up 
to  b^  a  sort  of  a  gentleman,  what  sort  of  a 
gent  is  he  ?  di  ?  Crenteel  in  his  manners  ? 
quite  in  swell  and  stylish  line»  I  ^spoae?" 

^  I  don't  know  much  about  him,"  replied  his 

companion  ;     *'  except  that  he  gives  hisself 

the  most  hanwarrantable  hairs  ;  for  there  is'nt 
one  of  the  gents  of  the  establishment  he'll  be 

seen  speaking  to ;  bnt  I  haye  not  the  pleasure 
of  his  acquaintance,  as  he  has  not  been  at  the 
goyernaw's  since  I  have  been  attached  to  the 
concern.  Yaw  I  demme  I  Fine  gal  that  look- 
ing out  of  the  window,  by  Ged  I  How  d'ye 
do,  my  dear?  How  d'ye  doP  How  d'ye 
do?" 

And  suiting  the  action  to  the  word,  he  kiaBed 
bis  hand  with  great  vehemence  as  he  was 
driven  past 

The  coach  soon  after  stopped  at  an  Inn  at  Bas- 
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ingstone,  where  the  passeDgers  had  twenty 
minates*  time  allowed  them  to  dine,  of  which 
Jack  and  Thompeon,  having  made  but  a  very 
indifferent  breakfast,  took  care  to  avail  them- 
selyes. 

^  Price"  said  Thompson,  as  he  passed  his  arm 
through  that  of  his  friend,  as  they  were  proceed* 
ing  through  the  passage  of  the  inn,  **  Price, 
my  good  fellow,  you've  made  quite  a  philo- 
sopher of  me.  If  I  had  heard  the  conver- 
sation between  those  two  silly  young  block* 
heads  yesterday,  it  would  have  annoyed  me 
for  a  month,  whereas  now,  I  was  very  much 
amused  with  it." 
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CHAPTER  XIL 


IN  WHICH  MR.  COBROBT:;  finds  U16  PLANS 
THWARTED  BY  A  VRRY  UNRXPEGTED  OC- 
CURRENCE. 


Mr.  CobrobjD,  at  length,  succeeded   in  get- 
ting his  drunken  associate  to  his  bed-chamber, 
where  wishing  him  good  night,  and  promising 
to  call  him   at  an   early  hour  on  the  follow- 
ing morning,    he  again    descended  the  stairs, 
and    hearing    Tofield    lock    the   door   of  his 
room,  he   supposed   hiiu    securely  housed  for 
the  night.      He  then   proceeded  to  the  coach 
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Dffioe  to  secure  a  place  for  his  companien  ; 
ind  he  afterwards  met  the  captain  of  the 
shipi  or  rather  brig,  in  which  they  were  to 
Bail,  according  to  his  previous  appointment. 
The  final  arrangements  for  the  intended  voy-* 
age  were  soon  satisfactorily  concluded  ;  and 
little  more  remained  to  be  done  ;  as  his  bag- 
gage was  far  from  cumbersome,  being  all 
contained  in  the  single  portmanteau  with 
which  be  bad  stolen  away  from  Westford  ; 
whilst  his  ill-gotten  money,  or  rather  the 
plunder  of  his  employer,  and  some  few  others 
besides,  he  had  converted  into  bills  of  ex- 
change, drawn  by  bankers  in  London,  on  a 
banking  house  in  New  York,  and  payable  to 
him  at  the  latter  place,  under  bis  assumed 
name  of  Smith.  Tet  the  disposal  of  his  paper 
securities,  even  in  a  form  in  which  robbery 
becomes  so  difficult,  perplexed  him  exceed- 
ingly. At  one  time,  he  had  placed  them  in 
a  pocket-book,  which  he  stowed  at  the  very 
bottom  of  his  portmanteau ;    not  satisfied  of 
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their  safety  there,  he  bad  again  removed  them, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  them  about  his 
person  ;  but  even  in  this  way,  he  feared  he 
might  lose  them  inadvertently,  or  his  pocket 
might  be  picked  ;  in  which  case,  he  coulfl 
scaxcely  attempt  to  take  any  steps  to  recover 
them,  without  incurring  the  risk  of  his  own 
detection ;  till  at  length,  the  thought  struck 
him  of  sowing  up  the  bills  in  his  waistcoat, 
between  the  cloth  and  the  lining,  which  he 
proposed  wearing  both  day  and  night,  until 
he  could  safely  dispose  of  them  on  his  arrival 
in  America,  Stepping  down,  therefore,  to 
bis  landlady's  apartment,  whose  intellects  he 
found  considerably  clouded  by  the  potationa 
in  which  which  she  bad  been  indulging,  he  suc- 
ceeded, at  length,  in  obtaining  from  her  a 
needle  and  thread,  to  carry  his  intended  pur- 
pose into  eflfect 

^*  What  a  cursed  vice  is  drunkenness/'  said 
he,  to  himself,  as  he  re-entered  his  room, 
**  That  failing,  at  least,  I  have  escaped  from. 
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I  almost  wiflh^"  added  he,  as  he  proceeded  to 
rip  up  the  lining  and  pack  away  his  tr^i^ 
8ore;  *^I  almost  wish  I  had  never  connected 
myself  with  that  drunken  fool,  Tofield.  I 
tremble  for  the  consequences,  to  which  his 
intemperate  follies  may  lead.  It  seems 
almost  like  a  mad  infatuation  to  trust  him  ; 
and  yet  what  advantages  may  1  not  reap 
from  his  assistancei  if  I  can  but  once  get  him 
out  of  England.  Without  his  aid,  I'm  almost 
helpless,  knowing  so  little  as  I  do  of  agricul- 
ture. How  could  I  be  so  blind,  amidst  the 
many  opportunities  I  possessed,  not  to  de- 
vote more  time  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  on 
this  subject — but  I  never  dreamt  then^  how 
much  I  might  one  day  stand  in  need  of  it 
— it  was  a  matter  in  which  I  took  no  kind  of 
interest — and  provided  I  got  what  money  I 
could  squeeze  out  of  the  thick-headed  bump- 
kins, I  oared  but  little  what  became  of  them, 
or  how  they  procured  it.  So,  as  matters 
stand,  I  may,  upon   the  whole,  coi^pratulate 
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myself  that  Tofield  falls  so  easily  into  m; 
plans— when  sober,  I  can  lead  him  by  thi 
nose  everywhere  I  like — so^  with  my  twelve 
thousand  pounds  worth  of  paper  securities, 
now  safely  invested  in  my  old  black  cloth 
waistcoat,  I'll  do  something  for  myself  in  the 
land  of  free  citizens.  Set  up  for  a  saint — 
build  a  chapel  for  some  popular  sect  or  other 
— feed  the  mbsionaries— distribute  half  a  cart 
load  of  tracts — and  become  the  piou:3  Mr. 
Smith  of  America." 

Thus,  for  some  time,  did  he  vainly  strive 
to  reason  himself  into  the  belief  of  a  tran- 
quillity he  felt,  but  too  painfully,  could  never 
be  realized.  Thoughts,  fearful  and  unbidden, 
continued  to  crowd  in  rapid  succession  upon 
each  other,  until,  as  quick  as  the  passing 
lights  they  brought  him  back  to  the  days  oi 
childhood  and  innocence,  and  then  hurriec 
him  onwards  through  after  life,  showing  how 
step  by  step  he  had  been  led  on  from  one 
dishonest   act   to  another,  till    at  length,  the 


THE   THREE   STUDENTS.  14l 

voice  of  conscience,  which  had  bo  frequently 
warned  him,  became  disregarded,  and  he  plunged 
headlong  on,  deeper  and  deeper  still  in  iniquity, 
until  awakened  by  bitter  remorse,  to  a   full 
sense  of  his  ^uilt  and  its  awful  consequence. 
Often,  indeed,  had  these  feelings  obtained  the 
mastery  over  him,  yet  never  like  to  that  present 
hour,  when,  with  all  his  ill-gotten  wealth  about 
hiu),  he  believed  himself  almost  beyond  the 
reach  of  danger,  and  was  endeavoring  to  look 
forward  with  cheerfulness  to  a  life  of  future 
prosperity.      And  the  ghastly,  pallid  cheek — 
the  quivering  lip — the  restless,  wandering  eye 
— and  the    cold    drops  of   perspiration  that 
trickled  down  his  conscience-stricken  oountc* 
naigpe,  showed  all  that  expression  could  show^ 
of  the  intense  mental  agony  that  was  passing 
within. 

''  Have  I  been  mad  I^'  he  at  length,  ex- 
claimed, starting  up  from  his  seat,  and  staring 
wildly  around  him*  '*  Have  1  been  mad  ?  that 
I  have  thrown  my  very  soul  to  perdition,  to 
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punue  a  phantom  that  leads  me  on  to  present 
misery  here,  and  deprives  me  of  eyery  chance 
of  happiness  hereafter.    But  let  me  not  think 
of  hereafter ;  away  with  the  thought,  and  yet 
it  will  force  itself  upon  me,  holding  out  to  my 
agonized  soul— woe— woe*-anutterable-— unceas- 
ing, and  for  ever  ;  without  one  cheering  ray  of 
hope  throughout  eternity.    But  is  there  hope  ? 
Is  it  certain  there  is  no  hope  ?    No,  no,  there 
is  none — none,  for  me.    I  feel — I  know,  there 
is  none.     Or  am  I  mad,  that  I  cannot  address  a 
single  prayer  to  heaven  for  forgiveness,  and 
that  my  thoughts  wander  in  the  attempt,  till 
the  raving  sound  of  mere  words  awakens  me 
to  the  consciousness,  that  I  am  the  guilty  one 
who  has  sinned  on  past  repentance ;  and  is 
at  last  oast  off  for  ever  ?  Can  this  be  madness  ? 
No,  alas !  no  it  is  all  real — awfully  reah    It  is 
but  the  dread  consciousness  of  guilt,  for  which 
there  is  no  pardon— no  chance  for  peace  neither 
here  nor  hereafter.    How  gladly  would  I,  at 
this  very  moment,  lay  down  my  life  on  the 
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scaffold,  with  the  eyes  of  all  mankind  gazing  at 
me — their  execrations  sounding  in  my  dying 
ears,  and  with  protracted  agonies,  such  as  man 
never  yet  endured,  but  to  die  as  the  brutes  do 
— ^to  rot — and  to  become  as  nothing.  But  this 
cannot  be,  man's  soul  can  never  die.  There  is 
an  hereafter  there  is  no  escaping  from.  And 
yet  how  can  I  meet  it?  How  avoid  the  awful 
penalty  of  sinning  on  heedless  of  the  strong 
warnings  of  conscience,  and  trying  under  reli- 
gion's garb  to  doak  my  innumerable  crimes  t 

Here  the  wretched  man  sunk  down  into  his 
seat,  and  sobbed  aloud  in  the  bitter  anguish  of 
despair. 

In  this  unhappy  state  he  remained  for  some 
time,  unconscious  of  the  noise  and  bustle 
that  was  passing  without:  but  at  length,  the 
oft  repeated  cry  of  fire,  and  a  sense  of  suffoca- 
tion, from  the  smoke  that  had  nearly  filled  the 
apartment,  aroused  him  to  a  sense  of  present 
danger;  when  running  to  the  irindow  and 
lifting  the  sash,  he  saw  the  flames  rushing  from 
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the  apartments  beneath.  His  first  impulse  was 
to  jump  out  into  the  street,  which,  as  the 
height  was  not  very  considerable,  he  might 
have  effected  without  much  risk ;  but  then  he 
thought  of  Tofield  being  burnt  to  death  in 
his  bed;  and  his  better  feelings  for  once 
prompted  him  to  rush  up  stairs  through  clouds 
of  smoke  that  nearly  suffocated  him,  to  warn 
the  drunken  farmer  of  his  danger.  Finding  the 
door  locked,  he  continued  to  knock  and  call, 
yainly  endeavouring  to  awaken  the  inmate, 
till,  from  the  suffocating  influence  of  the 
smok^,  he  was  scarcely  able  to  stagger  into 
another  room  on  the  same  floor,  the  door  of 
which  he  found  open.  The  raging  element  had 
by  this  time  cut  off  all  chance  of  retreat  below ; 
and  here,  after  closing  the  door  to  exclude  the 
suffocating  vapour,  and  opening  the  casement 
of  the  attic  to  admit  the  fresh  air,  he  perceived 
the  perilous  situation  in  which  he  was  placed. 
To  attempt  to  descend  the  stairs  had  become 
impossible,  whilst  the  window  of  the  roomi 
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which  now  offered  him  the  only  mode  of  egress, 
was  at  a  fearftd  height  from  the  ground.  No 
ladder  was  at  hand,  bu':  he  had  no  longer  a  mo^ 
ment  to  hesitate,  for  the  flames  were  bursting 
into  the  room,  and  he  found  himself  compelled 
to  take  the  desperate  leap.  Nothing  interposed 
to  break  the  force  of  his  fall,  the  fierceness 
of  the  fire  kept  back  the  crowd,  and  he  fell 
with  stunning  force  on  the  hard  pavement 
beneath,  whence  he  was  conveyedi  bleed^ 
ing  and  insensible,  to  the  -  hospital,  and  so 
dreadfully  injured,  that  it  was  considered 
scarcely  possible  he  could  sunrive  many  hours. 


Vol.  n. 
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CHAPTER    XIII. 


WHICH  CONTAINS  LITTLEj  BUT  WHICH  LEADS 
TO  EYBNTS  WHICH  ARE  TO  OCCUR  HERE- 
AFTER.   • 


Wb  will  now  return  again  to  the  good  people  of 

Longpassage  of  whom  we  have  lately  had  so  little 

which  is  the  more  inexcusable^  as  never  before 

had  that  place  been  so  gay^    Besides  dinners, 

routs,    balls,    and    card    parties,    which  had 

followed  each  other  in  rapid  successioD,  there 

had  been  a  regatta;  after  which  had  followed 
H  3 
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the  races,  at  both  of  which  (the  Longpassage 
Gazette  is  our  authority)  '^sach  a  blaze  of 
beauty  and  fashion  was  displayed,  as  had 
never  before  been  witnessed." 

With  these  brief  introductory  remarks  we 
will  leave  the  gay  throng,  who  had  now  dis- 
persed to  prepare  themselves,  some  for  the 
play,  and  others  for  the  ball,  whilst  we  intrude 
ourselves  into  a  quiet  family  circle,  in  which 
we  find  Mr.  Laygent  with  his  amiable  partnen 
(by  which  must  be  understood  his  wife,  not  Mr. 
Tribblethwait,  who  divided  with  him  the 
labours^  profits,  and  loss  oi  his  buMness,)  and 
several  of  his  olive  branches  around  him,  all 
striking  likenesses  either  of  papa  or  mamma, — 
at  least  every  body  said  so— all  healthy  and 
happy,  and  Rose  as  beautiful  as  ever ;  whilst 
by  her  side  sat  Alfred  Thompson,  to  whose 
discourse  she  was  listening  with  intense  in* 
terest. 

'^  Come,  Thompson,  help  youreelf|  and  pass 
the  wine,  and  help  Rose  to  anoUier  glass/' 
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said  Lajgent,  who  had  began  to  fidget  aboot  ixf 
his  chair ;  for  Thompson  had  kept  the  bottlee 
standii^  by  him  for  some  time,  and  Laygent 
never  could  sit  perfectly  stiil  doing  nothing 
**  oh  r  Bose  says  she'll  have  no  more,  does  she?* 
he  continued, ''  very  well,  it  is  no  use  to  press 
her ;  she  never  says  no,  when  she  means  yes ', 
do  you,  Rose?  eh  r 

Bose  blushed  slightly  and  laughed,  but  said 
nothing. 

*'  You  lost  a  fine  sight  to  day,  Thompson,  by 
not  going  to  the  races,''  continued  the  good« 
natured  attorney,  *'  I  don't  know  when  I  have 
enjoyed  anything  half  so  much ;  little  Major 
Bodd,  dressed  out  in  his  Jockey  costume,  to 
ride  the  hunter's  stakes,  was  one  of  the  finest 
sights  I  ever  beheld.  What  did  you  think  of 
him,  eh  I  Harry?''  added  he,  addressing  a  fine 
little  boy  of  ten  or  twelve  years  old,  who 
appeared  highly  interested  in  the  then  subject 
of  conversation. 

«*  Why,  I  thought  him  just  the  thing,"  re- 
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ipfied  RntTjy  *'  he  looked  as  much  like  a  Jockey 
as  Sam  Day,  or  any  of  them,  and  how  nice  be 
did  ride,  didn't  he?'' 

^'  But  don't  you  think  Mn  Price  rode  more 
gracefully  P'  inquired  Rose, 

"  No,  I  don't,"  replied  Harry,  "but  I  know 
all  the  ladies  did ;  for  I  heard  them  say  so 
and  it  was  nothing,  but,  *  there  goes  Mr.  Price,^ 
^obl  what  a  dear  man  I'— -and  all  that  sort  of 
nonsense." 

*^  Hush,  Harry,"  said  Rose,  laughing,  ^  it 
isn't  fair  to  tell  what  you  overheard  us  say." 

^^Bttt  I  didn't  say  that  you  said  so,"  said 
Harry,  ^'  it  was  Eliza  Watson,  and  the  Miss 
Smiths,  and  Emma  Baker,  and  I  don't  know 
how  many  besides ;  but  I  should  hardly  sup-^ 
pose  you'd  say  so." 

"  Why  not,  Harry,"  said  Rose,  **  I  am  sure 
Mr.  Price  is  a  very  great  favorite  of  mine; 
and  I  was  as  much  pleased  as  any  of  them 
when  he  won  the  race." 

**  Oh  yes,  I  dare  say,"  said  Harry,  looking 


150 


THE   THREE  STtTDENTB. 


ill 


eaucily  in  his  sister^a  face ;  *^  but  if  somebody 
eUe  bad  rode — mind,  I  don't  mention  names— 
you  wouldnH  have  wished  Mr.  Price  to  have 
won  then,  although  he  is  so  great  a  favorite ; 
would  you  now?" 

Poor  Rose's  blushes  betrayed  the  trath  of 
this  remark^  and  Master  Harry  would  doubt- 
leaa  have  followed  up  his  attack  still  farther 
had  he  not  been  checked  by  a  look  from  mam' 

^*Tiy  the  bye,  Thompson,"  said  Laygent, 
'^have  you  remarked  how  unusually  out  of 
spirits  Price  has  appeared  these  last  few  days. 
To  day,  when  every  one  was  congratulating 
lum  on  his  success,  and  the  womenkind  were 
cramming  him  with  flattery  enough  to  have 
turned  the  heads  of  half  a  dozen  young 
fellows,  I  saw  that  it  was  all  unheeded,  and 
that  he  was  struggling  to  appear  cheerful,  whilst 
something  was  evidently  preying  upon  his  mind, 
I  know  him  so  well ;  that  I  can  detect  in  an 
inatant  when  anything  has  gone  wrong  with 
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him ;  and  something  certainly  has  now ;  though 
I  cant  fancy  for  the  life  of  ma  what  it  can 
be — Hare  you  any  idea  what  it  is^" 

'*I  believe  I  know  the  cause'*  answered 
Thompson ;  *'  but  it^s  rather  a  long  story,  and 
probably  I  shall  tire  your  patience." 

**  Oh ;  no  you  wont— will  he  mamma?"  said 
a  very  pretty  little  girl,  very  like  her  papa, 
and  almost  as  restless—^'  for  I'm  sure  we  shall 
all  like  to  hear  anything  of  Air.  Price." 

^'Yesp  indeed,  we  shall,  Maria*'  observed 
Mrs.  Laygent 

^*  And  so  fill  your  glass  ;  pass  me  the  bottle 
and  begin,**  said  Laygent. 

Thompson  did  as  he  was  desired,  and  then 
said;  ; 

^'You  may  probably  remember  a  young 
friend  of  Price's,  called  Arundell,  who  was 
frequently  staying  with  him  some  years  since, 
and  who  afterwards  went  into  the  navy. 
About  a  year  ago  it  was  reported  that  he  was 
massacred,  with  his  whole  boat's  crew,  who 
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were  cut  off  by  the  natives  on  the  shores  of 
iftiw  Zealand.  Now  it  happened  that  just 
before  Admiral  Price  left  his  command  on  the 
South  American  station,  hereceiyed  intelligence 
that  an  English  sailor  had  come  off  in  a  canoe, 
to  a  vessel  that  was  becalmed  off  that  coast, 
who  said  he  was  one  of  this  boa^s  crew ;  and 
that  he,  and  the. Lieutenant  (young  Arundell) 
ant]  a  boy  had  survived  the  slaughter;  and  who, 
although  still  detained  in  captivity,  were  upon 

4 

the  whole  well  treated  by  the  natives,  but 
were  yet  anxiously  waiting  for  an  opportunity 
to  make  their  escape.  Upon  this  it  seems  the 
master  of  the  vessel  promised  to  give  them  all 
a  passage,  and  to  stand  off  and  on  the  coast 
till  they  could  get  on  board ;  but  soon  after- 
wards, seeing  the  natives  crowding  towards  the 
shore  in  great  numbers,  he  became  alarmed, 
and  made  all  sail  he  could  to  get  out  of  so  dan- 
gerous a  neighbourhood,  which  a  breeze  having 
sprang  up  enabled  him  to  accomplish.  Imme- 
diately upon  receiving  this  information,  the 
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Admiral  ordered  a  ship  to  proceed  immediately 
to  New  Zealand,  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of 
surveying  the  coast,  but  in   reality,  to  recover 
young    Arundell   and    the    survivors  of  the 
boat's  crew,  out  of  the  hands  of  the  natives. 
The  result   I  am  sorry  to  say  has  proved  un- 
satisfactory ;  for  though  they  succeeded  in  re- 
covering the  boy,  yet  from  his  account  of  the 
matter,  it  appears,  that  both  young  Arundell 
and  the  sailor  had  been   put   to  death,   and 
probably  eaten  several  months  before  I" 

^*  Poor  Charles  !'*  said  Rose,  **  I  remember 
him  so  well  when  he  was  a  little  fellow,  and  I 
know  what  a  regard  Mr.  Price  had  for  him ; 
but  when  was  this  melancholy  affair  con- 
firmed?" 

^^By  a  letter  the  Admiral  received  about  a 
week  or  ten  days  since,"  replied  Thompson  ; 
^*  and  which  he  communrcated  to  Price,  who 
I  saw  ju:it  afterwards,  and  he  told  me  all  about 
it.  He  felt,  indeed,  very  much  inclined  to 
give  up  the  races   altogether;  but  as  there 
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were  several  beta  depending  on  his  riding,  he 
aacrifioed  his  private  feelings,  for  the  benefit  of 
his  backers^  which,  I  think,  whoever  knows 
oiQch  of  him  wont  be  much  surprised  at;  as 
he  seems  always  to  consider  the  interest  and 
convenience  of  others  before  his  own." 

"  That  being,  as  we  all  know,  the  case ;  I  sup-* 
pose  we  shall  have,  him  at  the  play  to-night/* 
Baid  Laygent. 

^^I  should  think  so/^  replied  Thompson; 
for  the  Admiral  patronises  some  young  man, 
who  makes  his  first  appearance  to  night  as  a 
einger.  He  was  a  midshipman  on  board  his 
ship,  and  he  is  now  going  try  his  fortune  on 
the  stage ;  and  so  Price  has  promised  to  go 
and  give  him  the  benefit  of  his  applause." 

**  Oh  yes,"  replied  Laygent,  "  I  know  all 
^bout  him.  It's  young  Charles  Somerviile; 
his  father^  who  was  an  officer  of  marines, 
lately  died  insolvent,  and  the  young  man  hopes 
to  maintain  hinomelf,  his  mother,  and  two  sisters, 
by  his  theatrical  performances — if  he  does  so. 
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I  say  he  b  8  lacky  fellow,  that's  all  I  but  at 
any  rate  he  has  my  good  wishes,  and  I'll  do 
all  £  can  to  support  him ;  so  I  have  treated  all 
*my  writing  clerks  to  the  upper  boxes,  and 
every  servant  I  can  spare,  to  the  pit,  to  applaud) 
clap,  and  stamp,  and  help  him  on  a  little  in 
those  quarters,  whilst  our  managing  clerk,  arti^ 
cles,  self,  and  family,  are  to  go  through  the 
same  manosuvrea  in  the  lower  tier.  But  can 
it  be  true,  do  you  think?"  continued  Mr.  Lay*' 
gent,  ^'  that  Sir  John  Price  has  come  down  all 
the  way  from  Staffordshire^  to  give  his  counte- 
nance to  this  young  man's  going  upon  the  stage." 
*'0h!  no)  I  believe  not,'^  replied  Thomp- 
son ;  **  the  object  of  his  coming  down  here  was, 
that  Lady  Price  wished  to  consult  Dr.  Mangles 
about  her  rheumatism>  who  she  thinks  can  do 
her  more  good  than  all  the  rest  of  the  faculty 
put  together.  But  putting  Lady  Price  out  of 
the  question ;  I  have  little  doubt)  from  all  I 
hear  of  the  Admiral  that  he  would  take  a 
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much  longer  journey  to  aasifit  a  friend  wba 
might  stand  in  need  of  his  services." 

^'But  wouldn't  it  be  an  act  of  much  greater 
kindness,"  inquired  Mrs.  Laygent,  '^if  Sir 
John  Price  were  to  exert  his  interest  to  get 
young  Somerville  promoted  in  the  service  ?" 
'  ^'  Of  kindness,  perhaps  it  might,"  replied 
Thompson,  "  but  I  very  much  doubt  whether 
it  would  be  one  of  duty :  for,  from  all  I  hear, 
although  Somerville  sings  a  good  song,  and  may 
act  the  sailor  very  well  on  the  stage,  he  is  not 
much  calculated  to  shine  in  the  profession  at  sea, 
and  notwithstanding  old  Jacky  Blue  will  strain  a 
point  to  help  on  a  deserving  lad  in  the  service,  he 
never  recommends  any  one  for  promotion  unless 
he  deserves  it.  Added  to  all  this,  there  are  many 
young  men  who  have  served  under  him,  whose 
merits  most  be  far  superior  in  every  tvay 
— singing  only  excepted  —to  those  of  ;oung 
Somerville/' 

"If  that    be   so,"    said     Mrs,   Laygent, 
I  suppose  I  must  not  blame  Sir  John  for  the 


THB  THREE   STUDENTS-  157 

courae  he  has  adopted— I  beg  his  pardon.  Ad- 
miral Fricei  I  ought  to  have  said,  for  he  is  too 
proud  of  his  naval  rank  to  be  distinguished  by 
any  other ;  and  having  years  ago  refused  a 
peerage,  because  Mn  Pitt  would'nt  warrant  it 
to  cure  the  gout,  I  donH  wonder  he  should  be 
displeased  with  the  prosnomen  of  Sir  John, 
which  sounds  far  less  magnificent  than  that  of 
our  worthy  late  Mayor.  Sir  Howard  Trayfield 
Griaoville,  who,  having  delivered  an  address 
to  the  King,  was  knighted  in  consequence ;  and 
who  now  possesses  as  grand  a  sounding  name 
as  the  best  of  them." 

•^Well,"  saidLaygent,  "and  I'm  quite  of 
the  Admiral's  opinion,  designations  of  rank  in 
the  service  which  every  British  sailor  and 
soldier  must  look  up  to  with  respect  and  reve- 
rence, should  never  be  merged  in  any  other 
than  a  peerage.  Let  them  be  knighted,  and, 
of  course,  wear  their  orders,  but  let  them  be 
styled  Admiral  and  General  still — Why,  our 
very  judges  lose  half  their  titled  consequence  « 
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whenever  they  are  called  by  their  knightly 
distinctions  of  Sir  John»  Dick,  Tom,  Harry, 
thie»  that,  or  the  other»  instead  of  judge  so  and 
80)  or  Mr.  Justice,  or  Mn  Baron.  &c. :  added 
to  which,  in  common  parlance,  there  is  nothing 
to  distinguish  the  hero  who  has  served  his 
country  from  the  tag  rag  and  bob  tail,  who 
receive  the  honour  of  knighthood  for  God 
knows  what; — for  who,  in  speaking  of  the 
former,  would  ever  think  of  sticking  G-.CB.  or 
KC.B.  to  their  tails.  And  then,  how  utterly 
absurd  is  it  to  confer  a  knightly  title  upon  an 
obscure  individual,  whose  occupation  in  life 
places  him  far  beneath  the  rank  of  a  gentleman, 
and  by  which  means,  not  only  himself,  but 
every  one  of  his  children  are  entitled  to  take 
precedence  of  the  most  respectable  i>eraons  in 
the  country — ^persons,  indeed,  who  are  de- 
scended from  the  first  families  in  the  empire, 
and  that  have  sustidned  their  station  in  society 
untarnished  for  centuries*  But  come,  Thomp* 
son,  my  good  fellow,  do  fill  up  your  glass," 
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continued  he,  for  Mrs.  Laygent  bad  looked  a 
hint  to  her  husband  to  change  the  subject; 
*^  you  know  you  must  lay  in  a  stock  for  play 
and  ball  at  the  same  time." 

'^  Thank  you/''  said  Thompson,  '^  but  a  stock 
for  the  play  will  do  for  me  to  night — I  have  no 
intention  of  going  to  the  balL" 

**  Indeed,  why?"  inquired  Laygent 

''  Simply,  because  as  yet  I  have  no  place  in 
society,  but  as  the  son  of  a  shopkeeper.  I 
don't  blame  society  for  laying  down  such  a 
rule,  but  I  candidly  confess  that  I  painfully 
feel  its  application." 

"  But  you  are  now  a  candidate  for  the  bar/' 
interrupted  Laygent-  **  have  received  the  edu- 
cation of  a  gentleman — have  mixed  in  their 
society — and  as  to  your  conduct  as  one,  I'll 
spare  your  modesty  and  say  nothing  about  it ; 
so  I  really  think  you  carry  your  modest  scru- 
ples too  far." 

''Oh  I  don't  persuade  him  to  go  for  worlds, 
papa,*'  said  Rose,  eagerly  ;  **  and  you  wont  go, 
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will  you,  Alfred?"  added  she,  turning  towards 
Thompson,  and  addressing  him  with  consi- 
derable earnestness. 

^'Certainly  not:*'  said  he,  in  a  mortified 
tone ;  ^*  particularly  as  you  seem  so  anxiously 
to  wish  me  to  stay  away." 

"  Now,  Alfred,"  interposed  Rose,  •'  you 
must  not  misunderstand  me  for  one  moment. 
I  have  too  great  a  regard  for  you  to  wish  to 
see  you  in  any  society  where  your  merits  can- 
not be  duly  appreciated,  which  they  certainly 
would  not  be,  by  the  greater  part  of  the  silly^ 
illiberal  people,  who  will  be  at  the  ball  to  night ; 
most  of  whom  try  to  outvie  each  other  in 
rudeness  to  every  one  not  belonging  to  their 
particular  set;  and  though  the  ill  breeding 
which  I  know  some  ladies,  whose  names  I  won't 
mention,  would  be  guilty  of  towards  you, 
vrould,  perhaps,  only  excite  your  contempt,  it 
would  mortify  me  exceedingly." 

Alfred  was  perfectly  satisfied,  and  wished  to 
say,  that  not  for  worlds  would  he  mortify  Rose, 
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but  her  candid  explanation  had  so  completely 
overpowered  him,  that  he  felt  unable  to  say 
anything  ;  and  so  he  drank  off  his  wine  and 
replenished  his  glass,  and  coughed,  and  became 
red  in  the  face,  and  looked  as  if  he  couldn't 
help  it. 
*'Come,  Rose,"  said  Mrs.  Laygent,  addressing 
her  daughter,  who  was  looking  rather  embar- 
rassed too,  during  a  pause  in  the  conversation 
that  followed,  *'  come.  Rose,  it  u  time  for  us  to 
prepare  for  the  play," 

"Why,  it's  scarcely  past  six  o'clock  yet," 
said  Laygent,  looking  at  a  small  watch,  which 
he  always  carried  in  his  waistcoat  pocket,  and 
set  a  very  high  value  upon,  but  why  or  where- 
fore, we  have  never  been  informed,  "  what  are 
you  all  in  such  a  hurry  about?''  added  he,  ^'I 
had  dinner  early  that  Thompson  and  I  might 
have  a  quiet  glass  of  wine  together;  and  it 
will  be  a  good  hour  yet  before  the  performance 
begins." 

*'  Yes,  1  am  aware  of  that,"  replied  Mrs. 
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Laygenty  ^'  but  do  see,"  ooatinued  she,  **  here 
are  the  little  ones  petitioning  me  to  make  haste, 
lest  we  should  be  too  late  to  hear  all  the  bells 
ring,  and  the  musicians  oome  in  and  tune  theit 
instruments,  and  all  the  other  preparatory  de» 
lights  before  the  play  >  which  seems  to  please 
them  as  much  as  any  part  of  the  performance. 
So  you  must  let  me  go  now ;  we  needn*t  disturb 
you — ^you  can  join  us  when  you  like,  and  we'll 
take  care  to  keep  your  places." 

All  this  time  the  children  had  been  looking 
with  great  earnestness  in  their  mother's  face, 
who  now  allowed  herself  to  be  led  off  in  tri- 
umph by  them. 

^^Come,  Thompson/'  said  Laygent,  ^Met's 
look  sharp  and  finish  the  bottle ;  for  to  tell  the 
truth,  I'm  as  great  a  child  as  any  one  of  them ; 
for  I'll  be  hanged  if  I  shouldn't  like  to  see  the 
preparations  too ;  what  d'ye  say,  shall  we  go 
with  them?  eh  I" 

*^  I  should  like  it  beyond  everything,"   an- 
swered Thompson ;  and  he  spoke  truly. 
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"  It  is  astonishing   when   we  think  of  it," 
resamed  Laygent,  helping  himself  to  a  glass  of 
wine,  and  viewing  the  tempting  fluid  through 
the  light  as  he  continued,  '^  it  is  astonishing, 
when  we  think  of  it,  how  many  ti  ifling  things 
that  have  given  us  pleasure  in  our  childhood, 
continue  their  zest  even  in  after  life—  like  the 
children,  when  I  was  of  their  age,  the  greatest 
treat  I  could  have  was  to  go  to  this  self  same 
theatre,    and,  like  them,  the   ringing  of  the 
bells  as  signals,  the  lighting  up  the  house — the 
popping  up  the  footlights  on  the  stage — th^ 
tuning  up  the  fiddles,  the  overture,  the  com- 
pany coming  in — ^all  pleasant  forerunners  of 
brighter  things  to  come— formed  in  my  mind 
by  no  means  the  least  exciting  part  of  the 
entertainment,  and,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  it 
does  so  even  now ;  and  so,  indeed,  1  find  it  with 
many  other  things;  in  fact,  I  don't  know  when  I 
have  enjoyed  anything  more,  than  when  I  spent 
an  hour,  a  few  days  since,  with  Jack  Price 
mounted  up  in  one  of  his  grandmother's  cherry 
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trees,  cramming  myself  with  the  fruit,  a  sort  of 
thing  that  formed  one  of  the  highest  delights 
of  my  boyish  days;  and  I  verily  believe  I 
should  have  remained  half  the  day  there,  if 
that  mad  brsiined  Lord  Baddington  hadn't 
found  us  out,  and  pelted  us  both  from  our 
perches." 

"  What  an  extraordinary  person  Lord  Bad- 
dington  seems  to  be,"  said  Thompson. 

"  You  may  well  say  so,**  replied  Laygent; 
**  but  that  he's  a  good  hearted  young  man  too 
at  bottom,  I  really  believe ;  and  now  that  he 
has  left  offstage  ooach  driving,  Tve  great  hopes 
of  him." 

**But  what  could  have  induced  him  to  resort 
to  so  monotonous  an  amusement?"  asked 
Thompson,  *•  to  say  nothing  of  so  disreputable 
a  nwnner  of  spending  his  time." 

••His  inducement"  replied  Laygent,  "was, 
that  he  is  passionately  fond  of  driving  four-in- 
haud ;  and  having  lost  on  the  turf  the  means  of 
k««ping  a  team  of  his  own,  he  bribed  some  of 
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the  coachmen  on  the  di£Perent  roads  to  let  him 
.drive  their  coaches,  as  the  only  practicable  ve* 
hides  npon  which  he  could  exercise  his  driving 
propensities  without  contracting  debts^  he 
might  be  unable  to  liquidate ;  for  to  give  his 
lordship  his  due,  he  is  strictly  honorable  in  all 
money  transactions,  as  I  know  from  experience ; 
for  I  have  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  him  in 
matters  of  that  kind,  independently  of  manag-» 
ingthe  duke's,  his  father's,  affairs  in  this  part  of 
the  world." 

**But  how  did  it  come  to  pass,''  inquired 
Thompson,  *'  that  he  so  suddenly  gave  up  his 
pursuit  of  stage  coach  driving  ?" 
*' Because  he  found  that  it  annoyed  his  father," 
replied  Laygent,  *' for  with  all  his  faults,  the 
Marquis  is  a  most  affectionate  son,  as  the  Duke 
himself  is  also  a  most  kind  and  indulgent 
father ;  and  who,  with  all  a  fond  parent's  kind- 
ness, attributed  all  his  son's  follies  to  the  bad 
example  he  himself  had  set  him." 
**  Why,  I  always  considered,''  said  Thomp- 
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on,  with  Bome  surprise,  ^^  that  the  Duke  was 
a  most  excellent  and  exemplary  oharaoter." 

*^  And  so  he  is"  said  Laygent,  ''for  all  his 
offences  may  be  summed  up  in  the  fiict  of  his 
hunting  his  own  fox  houods,  and  being  ever  the 
foremost  in  the  chase,  and,    perhaps,  occam* 
onally  enjoying  himself  with  his  companions  in 
the  sport  over  a  friendly  bottle  after  the  fa- 
tigues of  the  day — yet,  notwithstanding  these 
doings  may  appear  as  acts  of  misoonduct  for  a 
duke,  or  may  appear  so  in  the  eyes  of  his 
noble  father-in-law,  my  Lord  Hexham,  still  a 
better  husband  or  father  than  the  Duke  of 
Westford  I  believe  never  existed ;  and  I  am 
glad  to  find  that  his  endeavours  to  extenuate 
his  son's  faults,  are  very  likely  to  lead  to  their 
amendment;   for  no  sooner    was    the   latter 
aware  of  the  manner  in  which  his  father  had 
tried  to  screen  his  follies,  than  he  made  a  reso- 
lution never  to  drive  a  stage  coach  again; 
and  expressed  the  greatest  regret  at  having 
caused  his  parent  so  much  vexation.    This  so 
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pleased  the  Duke,  that  he  has  paid  all  his  debts 
for  him^  and  purchased  him  a  yacht,  which  is 
certainly  the  best  expedient  he  could  have 
adopted  for  keeping  him  off  the  road ;  and  I 
trust  that,  by  having  our  friend^  old  Jack 
Price,  for  a  Mentor,  Lord  Baddington  will 
become  a  more  steady  character,  and  be  some 
day  or  other,  a  credit  to  his  high  station  in 
society." 

The  latter  part  of  his  discourse  was  lost 
upon  Thompson;  for  he  heard  the  voice  of 
Bose  outside  the  door,  who,  with  her  mamma 
and  her  little  party,  were  just  setting  out  on 
foot  for  the  theatre;  whom  Thompson  and 
Laygent,  having  by  that  time  finished  their 
bottle,  immediately  joined  and  accompanied 
there. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


A   PEEP  AT   THE   THEATRE* 


The  theatre  at  Longpassage— and  a  very 
pretty  little  theatre  by  the  way — was  com- 
pletely filled  from  boxes  to  gallery.  For  up* 
wards  of  a  fortnight  previously  every  place  had 
been  secured,  whilst  numbers  of  more  tardy 
applicants  had  been  doomed  to  disappointment ; 
and  lots  of  plans  and  manoeuvres  had  been 
resorted  to>  during  the  interval,  to  procure 
those  envied  seats,  which  became  enhanced  in 
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value,  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  difficulty 
mcnrred  in  procuring  them.    This  eagerness 
would  have  proved  highly  flattering  to  young 
Somerville,  (for  Kean  and  Liston  had  for  a 
fortnight  previously  been  performing  on  alter- 
nate nights  to  almost  empty  benches)  had  he 
not  been  painfully  aware,  that  not  ten  persons 
in  the  house  knew  or  cared  a  straw  about  him, 
or  whether  he  sang,  or  danced  a  hornpipe  on  his 
head,  or  whether  he  made  his  appearance  at  all ; 
excepting,    perhaps,    the    occupants    of   the 
shilling  gallery,  who  are  usually  very  vocifer- 
ous if  deprived  of  any  part  of  their  penny- 
worth of  the  performances.     But  every  one 
knew  that  dramatic  talents  were  as  nothing  in 
comparison  to  the  attractions  of  that  evening — 
It  was  the  fashionable  night — The  perform- 
ances were  under  the  patronage  of  the  stewards 
of  the  races — my  Lord  Templeton   and   Mr. 
Mandeville— Everybody    would    wish    to    be 
there — The  house  wouldn't  hold  half  of  them- 
A  difficulty  of  obtaining  seats  mast  of  course 
VOL.  ru  I 
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occur,  and  nnmben  most  consequently  be  ex« 
eluded^  who  were  dyipg  to  go;  for  which 
reason  alone,  a  great  many  went,  who  would 
otherwise  much  rather  hare  etaid  at  home« 
The  necessary  reault  therefore  was  a  regular 
cram ;  or  in  theatrical  langut^e,  a  bumper. 

^  Do  look  at  that  ioipudent  creature  in  the  front 
row  of  the  centre  box,  Augusta/*  said  Miss 
Sophia  Matilda  Dobson,  directing  her  sister's 
attention  to  Rose  Laygenty'*  what  impertinence 
to  place  herself  in  the  most  conspicuous  situa- 
tion in  the  whole  house."  The  Dobson  party 
occupied  one  of  the  stag^  boxes. 

*'  I've  really  no  patience  with  her,"  replied 
Miss  Auguata,  **and  that  young  Thompson's 
assurance  ;  a  shopkeeper's  son  of  the  town  to 
presume  fo  intrude  hiuuself  into  the  lower 
boxes,  is  beyond  anything  I  ever  heard  of." 
Mr.  Dobson,  their  pap^,  had  indeed  himself 
been  a  shopkeeper,  but  then  it  was  some  years 
since,  and  it  was  not  at  Longpassage  either  i 
besides  there  is  a  decided  difference  between 
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the  trader  who  has  realized  a  fortane,  and  one 
who  is  eBdeayoHring  to  make  one;  if  not, 
the  Miss  Dobson's  at  any  rate  seemed  to  think 
there  was. 

^*  Her  affectation  of  humilitvputsonequite  out 
of  all  patience/'  continued  Miss  Augusta,  ^^  the 
most  disgusting  thing  I  ever  witnessed ;  and 
her  pretending  to  be  indifferent  to  admiratibn 
is  beyond  everything — yes,  beyond  everything ; 
besides,  who  is  she  ?  She's  nobody.' 
*' Decidedly  nobody  ;"  replied  hersisten 
**  And  there ;"  continued  Miss  Augusta,  with 
a  strong  expression  of  disapprobation,  "  upon 
my  word,  if  Mr.  Price  hasn't  forced  his  way 
and  disturbed  every  body,  in  order  to  join 
them;  yes,  and  actually  shaken  hands  with 
that  young  Thompson,  as  if  he  had  been  his 
equal  Let  me  tell  him,  if  he  lets  down  his 
consequence,  in  this  way,  he  wont  find  other 
people  quite  so  desirous  of  his  society,  iliat  he 
may  depend  Qpon.-^Do  you  think  he  'will, 
Miss  Bennett?"  added  she,  turning  to  a  very 
1  3 
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stand  did  not  proceed  from  any  interest  they 
took  in  the  performance ;  their  object  was  to 
endeavour,  by  loud  talking  and  laughing,  to  put 
the  actors  out  of  countenance ;  in  which  laud- 
able object  they  were  assisted  by  some  foolish 
young  men  who  belonged  to  their  party. 

As  for  the  play,  indeed,  which  was  Sheri- 
dan's **  School  for  Scandal,"  we  can  only  say 
that  it  presented  at  least  variety — the  costume 
of  the  actors  varying  from  Sir  Oliver  a  court 
dress  and  wig  of  the  reign  of  George  the  First, 
to  the  short  waisted,  swallow-tailed  coat,  and 
the  long  loose  Cossack  trousers  of  the  year  1817, 
which  graced  the  person  of  Charles  Surface  who 
looked,  spoke,  and  swaggered  about  as  bold  as 
a  bagsman. 

My  Lady  Teazle  was  minus  a  front  tooth , 
and  Maria,  a  lump  of  affected,  lisping  insipi- 
dity; Joseph  Surface,  a  very  Mawworm, 
and  Sir  Peter  would  doubtless  have  acted  the 
character  of  a  blustering  parish  beadle  to  the 
life.     In  the  conception  of  that  of  Sir  Peter 
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be  decidedly  failed ;  but,  for  all  thi%  the  audi- 
ence appeared  to  be  weU  {deaaed,  as  is  usoallj 
tiie  case  when  the  houae  is  crowded  to  ex* 
tremity* 

During  the  course  of  the  phiy^  the  atewaxda 
and  some  of  the  company  from  the  ordinary 
began  to  drop  in,  and  amongst  them  Admiral 
Price,  (for  ao  he  would  be  styled)  Colonel  An- 
derson, and  the  Marquess  of  Baddington,  cum 
muliis  aln$t  whom  Jack  soon  after  joined,  in  the 
stage  box  opposite  to  that  occupied  by  the 
Dobeon  party. 

Now  the  yonng  lord's  very  striking  a{^ 
pearanee  had  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
Miss  Dobaons  and  their  mamma  that  morning 
on  the  race  course;  but  as  they  had  chosen  to 
station  their  carrii^e  amongst  those  of  the  per- 
sons of  the  highest  rank  and  consequence  in 
the  county,  and  with  whom  they  were  not  ac* 
quainted,  (for  Mr.  Dobeon,  though  in  parlia- 
ment, was  Tisited  by  few  of  the  first  families 
in  the  neighbourhood)  they  had  no  opportunity 
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of  hiquiring  who  the  Marquesa  was;  and  now 
that  they  saw  him  enter  the  theatre  in  com- 
pany with  Lord  Templeton,  they  conelfide^ 
of  course,  he  must  be  somebody ;  so  that  their 
curiosity  to  know  who  he  eoukl  be»  was  con* 
siderably  increased;  and  the  eyes  and  eye- 
glasses of  the  Misses  Dobson  and  the  Maoami^ 
Dobson^  were  all  directed  towards  the.  pls^ce  he 
occupied,  which  was  a  seat  behind  Jack;  so 
much  so,  indeed,  that  he  soon  became  aware  of 
the  interest  he  was  exciting. 

**  I  say  Coloneli**  said  the  young  noble^  ad- 
dressing Colonel  Anderson,  who  occupied,  the 
place  next  him,  ^  do  you  observe  how  those 
strange  looking  people  opposite  are  refi^rding 
your  humble  servant — who  in  the  name  ot 
wonder  are  they?** 

'^Our  friend,  Mr.  MandeviUe"^  coUeague  in 
the  representation  of  this  borough,  Dot^on 
and  Co.''  replied  the  Colonel. 

''Come,  come,  Colonel;  don't  be  severe  on 
poor  Dobby,"  sdd  Mi;  Mandeville. 
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**  Don%  I  b^  for  mercy's  sake,"  said  Loid 
Templeton,  ^^  couple  my  worthy  friend  Man- 
deville  with  so  arrant  a  car  as  Dobson, 
whose  election,  I  consider,  reflects  very 
little  credit  on  the  discernment  of  his  con- 
stituents." With  this  observation,  his  Lord- 
ship proudly  folded  his  arms,  leant  back  in  his 
seat ;  and  a  few  minutes  was,  or  at  any  rate 
appeared  to  be  sound  asleep ;  whilst  Mr.  Man- 
deville»  one  of  the  best  natured  men  in  the 
world,  directed  his  whole  attention  towards 
the  stage,  and  appeared  highly  amused  with 
what  was  passing  there. 

*'  But  that^'s  a  fine  woman,  whocTcr  she  is, 
they  Ve  got  with  them/'  continued  Lord  Bad- 
dington ;  '^  she  surely  can't  be  one  of  the 
lot" 

*^  Oh  I  no»"  replied  Colonel  Anderson;.  ^  that 
is  a  Miss  Bennett,  the  great  Wiltshire  heiress. 
The  lady  next  her  is  her  aunt,  Madame  Du  Pre, 
who  married  some  vagabond  French  emigrant 
or  other,  that  afterwards  spent  all  her  money. 
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and  then  ran  away  and  left  her;  (a  mode  of 
retarning  unbounded  kindness  and  hospitality 
very  usual  amongst  that  class  of  persons)  so 
now  she  performs  the  duties  of  chaperone  to  her 
niece,  who,  T  can  assure  you,  though  at  present 
in  bad  company,  is  a  very  pleasing,  unaffected, 
at  least,  not  very  affected  young  lady ;  and 
though  regularly  beset  by  fortune  hunters,  she 
has  hitherto  proved  too  wary  for  the  whole  of 
them." 

''Oh!  I  know  all  about  her  now;"  said 
Lord  Baddington,  **  it's  the  person  my  cousin, 
Bumptious  Yanbrunner,  or  rather  his  papa, 
tried  so  hard  to  secure,  though  all  to  no  pur- 
pose. And  m  be  hanged  if  she  isn't  look'* 
ing  this  way  too.  Colonel  Ah  I  did  you  see 
that  ?  and  blushing  too^— upon  my  life  she's  a  fine 
girl,  and  in  most  excellent  condition  too,  if 
my  eyes  don't  deceive  m3 — and  I'll  be  hanged 
if  there  wasn't  another  shot — why  I  rather 
imagine  I've  made  an  impression  there  too 
eh  I" 

I  5 
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^'  Don't  fancy  that  for  a  moment,"  s^d  the 
Colonel,  '^the  shots  you  speak  of  are  not 
directed  towards  your  lordly  self  depend  upon 

<<  Ah  I  who  then?  Jack  I  suppose  ?  eh  1" 
said  the  Marquess,  ^  but"  added  he,  ^*  I'll  soon 
see,  the  next  time  she  looks  this  way^  I'll 
yawn,  and  then,  if  I'm  the  happy  man,  she'U 
yawn  again  for  sympathy,  there,  she  looks 
again/'  and  his  lordship  yawned,  to  whioh, 
not  Miss  Bennett,  but  one  of  the  Miss  Dob- 
son's  responded. 

**  You  are  right  Colonel,  I  believe,"  said  the 
Marquess,  '^  but,  neyertheless,  I'll  try  once 
more;  fsint  heart -^aye,  you  know  the  rest !" 

And  then  he  yawned  again ;  and  then  ano* 
tb^r  Miss  Dobson  yawnei],  and  then  the  Dob* 
son  mamma. 

^*  Why,  wh^t  on  earth  are  you  talking  so 
loud  abQut,"  said  Jack,  addressing  Lord  Bad-' 
dington ;  "  W9  oan  hardly  hear  a  word  of  what's 
going  on  upon  the  stage." 


THE    THBBE  8TUDBNT&  179 

'M'm  silent  now — mute  as  a  mouse  Jack/' 
said  his  Lordship  ;  '^  only  carrying  on  a 
gaping  telegraph  with  the  other  side  of  the 
house.    There  goes  the  old  one  again.** 

'^  D'ye  mean  to  put  us  all  to  sleep,"  said 
Jack,  unable  himselt  to  repress  a  yawn^  which 
was  instantly  though  unconsciously  answered 
by  Miss  Bennett 

**  Jack's  the  man  for  the  heiress/'  said  Lord 
Baddington ;  ^'  and  so  I'll  retire  at  once  honor- 
ably from  the  contest ;  but,  I  siiy  Coloneli  I 
must  have  some  sport  with  those  amiable 
Dobson  girls — I  suppose  they'll  grace  the  ball 
with  their  presence,  to-night  ?" 

**  That  you  may  depend  upon,"  replied  the 
Colonel 

''  And  rU  be  hanged  if  the  old  lady  is'nt 
hanging  out  a  signal  for  you  to  go  over,"  said 
Lord  Baddington,  ^'  so  cut  along.  Colonel — 
there's  a  good  fellow ;  I  know  she'll  be  asking 
you  about  me  ;  to  hoax  her,  and  keep  her  as 
far  as  you  possibly  can  from  the  truth'-^by 
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80  doing,  I  assure  you,  you'll  do  me  an  act  of 
real  kindness.' ' 

'*  Very  well,"  said  the  Colonel,  "  111  give 
you  a  good  character  depend  upon  it." 

And  away  he  posted  to  join  the  Dobsons, 
who  readily  made  room  for  him  next  the 
mamma— the  latter  of  ^hom,  who  soon  began 
to  assail  him  with  a  dozen  pumping  questions 
in  a  breath,  as  to  '^  who  was  that  delightfully, 
elegant,  interesting,  gentlemanly  young  man 
with  the  auburn  hair,  in  the  opposite  stage-box 
sitting  directly  behind  Mr.  Price  ?  And  where 
did  he  come  from  ?^ 

''  He  is,  I  believe,  an  old  and  particular  ac* 
quaintance  of  Price's,"  said  Colonel  Anderson, 


^^  But,  my  dear  Colonel,"  continued  Mrs. 
Dobson,  **  that's  not  telling  me  who  he  is--* 
what's  his  name,  or  where  he  came  from." 

*'  His  name — let  me  see,"  said  the  Colonel, 
pretending  to  consider;  *'0h:  his  name;  I 
rather  thmk  is  Bohun,  or  something  like  it" 
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Bohun  was  his  lordship^s  family  name ;  but 
the  Colonel  pronounced  it  in  the  tone  that 
persons  speak  of  the  Snooks,  the  Higgs,  and 
the  Hobbs. 

'^  BohuO}^  said  Mrs.  Dobson^  '^  Bohun,  that's 
a  name  I  never  heard  before*     I  once  knew  a 
Captain  Bow*en,who  was  in  67th.  But  dear  me, 
Bohun,  why  it's  a  very  harsh,  vulgar,  common- 
place, sounding  name ;  and  yet,  I  thought  he 
appeared  a  gentlemanly- looking  man ;  but  I'm 
so  near  sighted^  and  this  house  is  so  dreadfully 
lighted.      Yet  my  girls  seem   to  think  he  is 
some  stylish  man  they'  ve  seen  somewhere  before* 
Do  you,  my  dear  Colonel,  know  any  more  about 
him.     What  is  he  ?    Is  he  in  the  army  ?     He 
has  a  sort  of  military  air  about  him.     Is  he  a 
man    of  property?      Because,    in    the  latter 
case,  perhaps  his  name    is    not    of   so  much 
consequence.       Why,    what   a    tiresome  man 
you  are,  to  smile  and  be  so  provokingly  silent ; 
now  you  must    answer  my  question  —  what 
is  he?" 
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'*  Why,  I  can  hardly  tell  you,"  replied  the 
Colonel,  with  great  gravity  ;  ''  but  I  under- 
stand that  he  was,  a  short  time  since,  prac- 
tising as  a  conveyancer  somewhere  between 
Staines  and  Bagshot ;  but  I  believe  he  didnU 
find  his  busipess  answer,  and  has  since  given 
it  up." 

''  Umph  !"  said  Mrs.  Dobson,  with  a  dark- 
ened countenance.  **  ▲  conveyancer  in  the 
country,  indeed!  Most  unheard  of  presump- 
tion in  him — such  impertinence,  to  be  look- 
ing over  here,  and  ogling  my  girls  in  the  man* 
ner  he  has  done!" 

And  she  troubled  the  Colonel  with  no  fur- 
ther inquiries,  who  soon  after  took  his  depar- 
ture ;  ax^d  his  Lordship  was  uqw  so  lowered 
in  the  esteem  of  the  young  ladies*  who  had 
overheard  every  word  of  the  Colonel's 
conversation  with  their  mamma,  that  they 
never  deigned  to  bestow  another  look  upon 
him. 

And  now  the  play  being  concluded,  young 
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Somerville  made  his  appearance  to  sing  the 
well-known  ballad  of  '^  WiU  Watch,  the  Bold 
Smuggler.'' 

He  was  dressed  in  an  appropriate  seaman's 
drew  ;  was  about  the  middle  height,  possess- 
ing good  features,  and  an  expressive  counte- 
nance, and  at  the  same  time,  looking  like  a 
thorough  Jack  tar — he  was  very  favorably 
received  by  the  audience ;  for  a  sailor  is  ever 
a  popular  character  on  the  stage.  Still  he  was 
evidently  laboring  under  a  painful  degree  of 
nervous  embarrassment,  which  was  considera- 
bly incroBsed  by  a  scream  of  bearish  laughter, 
so  loud,  that  it  could  not  fail  of  exeiting  hie 
attention,  with  which  the  Miss  Dobsons  we^e 
pleased  to  greet  him,  the  moment  he  entered ; 
and  who,  crowding  their  ill-looking  heads  to- 
gether, regarded  him  through  their  eye-glasses, 
as  if  he  had  been  some  uncouth  monster  of 
a  species  they  had  never  seen  or  heard  of 
before ;  whilst  their  younger  brother,  Master 
Ernest    Adolphus,     an    awkward    booby   of 
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seventeen,  began  to  hiss  away  with  most 
goose-like  vigour*  In  spite  of  all  this^ 
the  encouraging  applause  which  the  young 
vocalist  received  from  other  parts  of  the  house, 
appeared,  in  some  degree,  to  restore  his  oonfi* 
dence;  and  he  sung  through  the  first  verse 
of  the  song  in  so  exquisite  a  style,  that  every 
soul  present,  possessing  the  slightest  taste, 
was  *  perfectly  enraptured ;  and  the  utmost 
silence  prevailed  everywhere,  with  the  except 
tion  of  the  Dobson  party,  who  were  trying 
their  utmost  to  appear  bursting  with  uncon- 
trollable laughter,  whilst  Master  Ernest  Adol- 
phus,  was  attempting  to  mimic,  in  dumb  show, 
the  manner  and  action  of  the  singer,  (very 
much,  indeed,  to  the  annoyance  of  Miss  Ben- 
nett ;  who  was  heartily  ashamed  of  such 
indecent  conduct,)  till  at  length,  as  the 
singer  reached  the  highest  note  in  that  part  of 
the  verse :  '^  And  the  laws  he  had  broken,  &c,*^ 
he  was  completely  startled  at  the  noise  and  up- 
roar of   the    Dobson    party.      His  voice  in» 
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stantly  failed  him,  and  in  despair,  he  would 
have  rushed  from  the  stage,  had  he  not  been 
saluted  by  his  old  Admiral,  who  with  a  counte- 
nance expressive  of  delight,  exclaimed,  *'  Bravo, 
Charly !  well  done,  my  fine  fellow  ;  you  never 
sung  it  half  so  well  before,"  followed  by 
thundering  cheers  which  resounded  from  ell 
quarters.    This  enabled  him,  in  some  degree^  to 

recover  his  self-possesfc'ion— yet,  when   he  at- 

ft 
tempted  to  begin  the  second  verse,  his  feelings 

again  overcame  him,  and  he  found  him- 
self unable  to  utter  a  word,  which  .  pro- 
duced another  roar  of  laughter  from  the 
Dobsons* 

But  their  disgustingly  unfeeling  conduct, 
which  had  not  passed  unnoticed^  now  drew 
down  the  indignation  of  the  whole  house,  and 
cries  of  ^*  shame — shame,"  re-echoing  from  all 
quarters,  had  soon  the  eflect  of  silencing 
their  affected  mirth.  In  the  mean-time  Charles 
Somerville  recovered  his  self-possession  suffi- 
ciently to  go  on  with  the  song,  in  which  he  was 
rapturously  encored. 
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He  afterwards  sung  ^*  Black  Eyed  SusaOt'^ 
*<  The  Storm/*  an^  oome  other  popalar  halladi 
of  tbe  da^5  all  of  which  were  equally  well 
veeeiYed,  during  which  the  Dobdons  left  the 
theatre  io  high  dudgeon,  considering  them* 
selves  as  very  ill-used  personages,  and  maUag 
sundry  protestations  never  to  enter  it  more. 

As  for  Charles  SomerviUe  it  soon  became 
evident  that  the  approbation  of  the  Longpas- 
sage  audience  had  not  been  misplaced;  for 
his  merits  soon  began  to  be  duly  appreciated 
elsewhere,  and  he  very  shortly  afterwards 
becam3,  and  for  many  years  continued  the 
most  popular  English  ballad  singer  this  coontry 
has  ever  produced,  or  proLably  ever  wilL  In 
a  letter  he  wrote  to  the  Admiral  a  few  months 
after  this  memorable  evening,  after  mentioning 
the  happy  state  of  prosperity  at  which  he  had 
then  arrived,  he  said :  ^*  your,  <  well  done 
Charley/  my  dear  Admiral,  alone  saved  me — 
but  for  that,  the  brutal  conduct  of  those  unr 
feeling  women  would  have  ruined  my  prospects 
for  ever," 
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CHAPTER    XV. 


A  BALL   AT    LONaPASSAGB,   AKD    WHAT  HAP- 
PENED  THERB. 


The  DobsoD  family  had,  for  some  time,  ma* 
naged  to  carry  every  thing  before  them  at  the 
public  assemblies  and  private  parties  at  Long- 
passage.  The  mamma  invariably  took  the 
highest  seat  in  the  room  —the  daughters  all  the 
first  places  in  the  dances.  They  were  wealthy 
people — lived  in  great  sty le^  gave  splendid  en- 
tertainments— had  the  reputation  of  being  ex- 
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ceedingly  rich— and  possesang  an  ample  store 
of  downright  impudence,  few  were  disposed 
to  enter  the  lists  against  them ;  consequently, 
Mrs.  Dobson  presumed  to  take  precedence  of 
Lady  Felicia  Campbell,  Lady  Talbot,  and 
Lady  Rawlinson,  the  only  persons  of  title  in 
that  neighbourhood  whom  the  Dobsons  were  in 
the  habit  of  meeting  in  society.  The  fact  was. 
Lady  Felicia  Campbell  was  a  needy  old  lady, 
with  an  enormous  appetite,  who  was  willing  to 
give  up  the  station  in  society  to  which  her 
rank  entitled  her  in  consideration  of  the  Dobson 
entertainments.  Lady  Talbot  was  of  too  timid 
and  retiring  a  disposition  to  attempt  to  dispute 
the  point  with  these  purse  proud  and  overbear- 
ing commoners;  whilst  Lady  Bawlinson  was 
rather  amused  at  the  thing  than  otherwise. 
She  treated  it  as  a  very  good  joke,  which  an- 
noyed the  Dobsons  exceedingly^ 

But  notwithstanding  the  family  of  the  honor* 
able  member  for  Longpassage  carried  their 
heads  so  high  amongst  his  constituents,  they 
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were  visited  by  few  families  of  distinction  in 
the  neighbourhood.  This  proved  a  deep  source 
of  mortification  to  them,  as  they  were  desirous 
of  being  thought  persons  of  some  consequence 
in  the  county,  and  of  astonishing  the  quiet 
country  gentlemen  by  a  display  of  grandeur 
and  magnificence,  it  was  in  vain  for  the  latter 
to  attempt  to  imitate,  far  less  to  equal.  But 
the  quiet,  country  gentlemen  seemed  one  and 
all  determined  not  to  be  astonished  by  them,  or 
even  to  associate  with  persons  who  had  so  little 
to  recommend  them  to  respectable  society. 
Mr.  Dobson  himself  was  a  narrow-minded, 
vulgar  and  illiterate  man,  whose  sole  conversa- 
tion was  about  himself  and  bis  money :  his 
wife  was  an  exceedingly  affected  woman,  who 
minced  her  words— told  boasting  lies — wore 
bird-of-paradise  plumes  of  an  evening,  and 
tried  very  hard,  though  to  very  little  purpose 
to  assume  the  manners  of  a  lady  of  ton.  The 
Miss  Dobsons,  we  have  before  attempted  to 
describe.    Yet,  in  spite  of  all  this,  the  house 
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of  Dobson  was  powerful  in  Longpassage,  and 
had  many  most  devoted  adherents.  The  idle 
men  of  the  place ;  some  officers  from  a  neigh- 
bouring garrison  town,  a  few  of  the  boys  from 
the  military  college  at  Sandhurst,  Woolwich, 
Eton,  and  other  public  schools,  who  spent 
their  holidays  at  Longpassage,  were  their 
foithful  followers ;  to  which  might  sometimes 
be  added  a  stray  naval  officer  or  two,  or  a  mid- 
shipman of  respectable  connections,  to  all  of 
whom  the  house  of  the  wealthy  M.  P.  held  out 
too  many  attractions  to  be  resisted.  Old 
Dobson  gave  good  dinners  very  frequently, 
whilst  a  hot  lunch,  and  battledore  and  shuttle- 
cock, and  sundry  other  little  amusements,  were 
provided  for  some  of  the  more  liighly  privi- 
le^d  favorites  every  day  in  the  week,  Sundays 
included,  for  the  Dobsons,  being  thoroughly 
vulgar-minded  people,  deemed  it  genteel  to 
desecrate  the  Sabbath.  Many  silly  young  men^ 
also,  for  want  of  knowing  better,  considered 
the  young  ladies  as  regular  dashers,  and  so  feH 
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highly  honoured  in  being  permitted  to  attend 
them  wherever  they  went,  and  to  run,  fetch 
and  carry,  and  make  themselves  generally 
useful. 

Now  our  readers  may  certainly  be  surprised 
at  the  mighty  changes  a  few  months  had 
effected  in  the  habits  of  these  young  ladies, 
who,  but  a  short  time  before,  would  only  con- 
descend to  honour  elder  brothers  and  men  of 
fortune  with  their  notice;  whilst  now,  their 
only  object  seemed  to  be  that  of  swelling  their 
ranks  in  point  of  numbers,  without  being  very 
particular  as  to  the  individual  merits  of  the 
parties  of  whom  they  were  composed.  The 
only  way  in  which  we  can  account  for  this,  is, 
the  unaccountable  manner  in  which  young 
ladies  do  sometimes  change  their  opinions, 
without  assigning  any  ostensible  reason ;  and 
such  was  certainly  the  case  with  the  Miss  Dob- 
sons  in  the  present  inbtance. 

The  great  pride  of  these  young  ladies  there* 
fore  now  was  to  enter  every  pnrty  attended  by 
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a  train  of  daDglers ;  but  it  ao  happened,  that 
on  the  night  of  the  Longpassage  race  ball, 
they  were  not  only  doomed  to  enter  the  room, 
but  actually  to  grace  its  walls  with  no 
other  male  attendant  than  their  brother,  Master 
Ernest  Adolphus.  Whether  this  had  arisen 
from  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  Dobson  having 
honoured  the  ordinary  with  his  presence,  omitted 
to  give  the  dinner  at  his  own  house,  which  usually 
preceded  a  Longpassage  ball;  or  whether  it  was 
that  some  of  the  train  of  the  young  ladies  were 
still  either  engaged  with  their  wine  at  the 
aforesaid  ordinary,  or  had  taken  so  much  as  to 
bo  incapable  of  making  their  appearance  at  all, 
whilst  others  impatient  of  remaining  so  long 
idle,  had  engaged  themselves  to  other  partners, 
certain  it  is,  that  those  young  ladies  did  enter 
the  room  in  the  manner  above  stated.  Nor 
was  this  their  only  annoyance ;  for  they  had 
remained  so  late  at  the  play,  that  when  they 
stalked  up  to  assume  their  accustomed  stations 
at  the  head  of  the  room,  they  found  them 
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ilready  occupied  by  those  families  of  the  neigh* 
)ourhoo€l9  whom  they  had  long  and  in  vain 
ought  to  visit ;  and  who  in  the  most  decided 
aanner  had  declined  the  honour  of  their  ac- 
[uaintance. 

Amidst  these  sundry  mortifications,  which 
ad  produced  a  very  sensible  effect  upon  the 
rhole  party,  the  Marquess  of  Baddington,  who 
hortly  afterwards  entered  the  room  in  com- 
any  with  Jack,  no  sooner  caught  sight  of  the 
>ob8on  group,  than  letting  go  his  companion's 
rm,  he  stepped  up  to  Miss  Augusta,  and,  after 
1  the  most  polite  manner  apologising  for  intro- 
ucing  himself,  requested  the  honour  of  danc- 
ig  with  her  in  the  next  set  of  quadrilles- 
ut  Miss  Augusta — being  just  at  that  moment 
i  a  most  decided  ill-humour,  Bnd  at  the  same- 
me  supposing  his  Lordship  a  person  of  no  greater 
retensions  than  Colonel  Anderson  had  before 
tated — deigned  him  no  reply;  but  drawing 
erself  up,  she  slowly  moved  back  her  head, 
idining  it  a  little  over  her  right  shoulder,  at 

VOL,    IL  K 
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the  same  time  casting  down  her  eyes,  ami  ex- 
panding her  nostrils  in  that  peculiar  manner 
which    persons    are   wont   to    do   when   their 
olfactory  nerves  are  disagreeably  offended — the 
whole  being  designed  to  impart  an  expression  of 
chilling  Bcorn — for  the  purpose  of  striking  the 
offender  with  awe,  and  impressing  upon  him  a 
painfal  sense  of  his  inferiority  and  presump- 
tion.    In  the  present  instiance  it  failed  of  pro- 
ducing the  desired  effect,  as  the  Marquess,  so  far 
from  being  overawed,   could  scarcely   refrain 
from  laughing  outright  at  the  utter  absurdity 
of  the  attempt ;  when  he  found  himself  sud- 
denly  taken   by   the  arm  by  some  one   who 
appeared  desirous  of  dragging    him   forcibly 
away.     Turning  quickly  round,  he  discovered 
Mr.  Vanbrunner,  whose  countenance  expressed 
the  most  unfeigned  astonishment  at  the  com- 
pany in  which  he  detected  his  noble  friend ; 
which  the  latter  seeming  not  to  regard,  merely 
asked  Vanbrunner  how  he  did — inquired  after 
his     aunt.    Lady    Mary    Ann,  at   the    same 
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fjiDfj  expregsiog  a  hope  that  he  ahould   have 

the  pleasure    of  meeting  both    her  and   her 

daughters  there  in  the  couree  of  the  evening. 

"No  indeed/'   answered  Mr.    Vaobrunner, 

ajiecting  dignified  surprise,  ''Lady  Mary  Ann 

is  far  too  unwelL  even  if  the  society  we  meet 

here"  and  this  he  spoke  in  a  lond  tone,  in  order 

that  it  digbt   be  oirerheard  by  the    Dob»ons, 

"  even  if  the  society  we  meet  here"'   he  again 

repeated^  **  were  sueh  as  my  wife  and  dtmghters 

coold  mix  in  ;  but  for  them  to  meet  such  people 

a»  we  see  here,  is  wholly  out  of  the  qtiestion. 

It  is  no  stna  II  annoyance,  I  cao  assure  you,  to  Lord 

Templeton,  thot  he  hns  b^en  hnuled  in  to  act 

as  steward  on  this  occasion ;    which   he   does 

purely  out  of  ^ood-nature,  to  keep  poor  Mande- 

ville  in  ooontenance^  who,  aa  tnembcf  for  the 

borough,  coQldo^t  W(?ll  stay  away ;  and   so  to 

oblige  him,  here  I   am;  and  though  some  of 

my  Artendft    have  condescended   so    far  as   to 

bring  their   wives  and    dnnghtcrii*  I  consider 

I've  done  quite  eoough  in  bringing  myself  ;** 
&  3 
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and  then  lowering  his  voice,  but  direetio^  his 
eyes  towards  the  Dobsons  so  that  they  might 
Btippose  themselves  the  olject  of  his  conTersa- 
tion,  he  led  off  the  Marquess,  all  the  time  ap- 
pearing to  be  remonstrating  with  him,  very 
much  after  the  manner  of  a  nmn  who  ie 
extremely  shocked  in  finding  a  respectable 
acquaintance  in  disreputable  society. 

The  Dobsons  now  perceired  that  Colonel  An- 
derson must  have  been  hoaxing  them ;  for  they 
well  knew  that  Mr.  Vanbrunner  would  never 
have  shown  the  marked  deference  he  had 
just  exhibited,  to  any  one  that  did  not  fill  an 
exalted  situation  in  society  ;  and  they  puzzled 
and  perplexed  themselves  for  some  time  in 
conjecturing  who  this  strange  personage  oould 
possibly  be;  till  Master  Ernest  Adolphos,  who 
had  been  dispatched  to  make  inquiries,  re- 
turned and  said  he  had  discovered,  ^  who  the 
cove  was.'* 

*'  Indeed,"  said  Miss  Augusta,  affecting  the 
utmost    indifference,  though  almost  bursting 
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with  curtodty ;  for  she  actually  had  the  silly 
vanity  to  eappoee  she  had  made  a  favorable 
unpression  upon  her  rejected  partner;  ^^  Weir 
eotitintted  she,  **  it's  of  very  little  importance 
who  or  what  he  is;  he  is  decidedly  the  most 
impudent  man  I  ever  saw." 

^'  Shouldn't  wonder,"  said  Master  Ernest 
AdolphBs;  *^  but  you'd  give  your  eyes  to 
know  who  he  is  for  all  that— wouldn't  ye 
now?" 

^  Indeed  I  would  not,"  retorted  Miss  Au- 
l^usta,  angrily ;  ''and  let  me  tell  you,  Ernest 
Adolphas,  that  I  thiuk  your  manner  is  exceed- 
ingly impertinent." 

^'Oh  yes,  I  dare  say,"  continued  Master  Er- 
nest Adolphus ;  ^^  but  what'll  you  give  me  to 
teU?" 

'*  Ernest  Adolphus,"  said  the  mamma  in 
that  slow  and  firm  tone,  in  which  mammas 
express  themselves,  when  determined  to  enforce 
obedience  to  their  commands ;  ''  Ernest  Adol- 
phus, I  iDMSi  upon  it,  you   instantly  tell  us 
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who  this  person  is ;  not  that  it's  of  the  slighteei 
consequence  to  any  of  as ;  or  that  we  feel  the 
slightest  curiosity  on  the  subject;  still  I  iosisl 
upon  it  that   you    Bay  this  instant    who  he 

18?'' 

^^  Well  then,  have  a  little  patience,  and  I'U 
tell  youy"  resumed  the  young  gentleman  ;  and 
this  he  said  with  an  air  of  importance,  that 
boys  like  him  are  apt  to  assume  when  they 
point  out  a  noted  character^  whom  they  chance 
to  know  by  fight,  to  their  wondering  friends  and 
acquaintance.  *^  This  knowing  cove"  he  con* 
tinned,  *'  is  no  less  a  person  than  the  Marquess 
of  Baddington/that  you've  always  been  talk- 
ing about,  as  such  a  perfect,  exquisite,  and  such 
a  dear  love  of  a  man ;  and  who  you  actually 
don't  know    when   right    before    your    very 


''  The  Marquess  of  Baddington  I"  exclaimed 
Miss  Augusta,  in  accents  of  great  surprise^ 
**  impossible !" 

'^The  Marquess  of  Baddington  I"  was  re- 
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echoed   in   tone  of  amazement,   from   all   the 
other  Dobsons. 

Master  Ernest  Adolphus  nodded  his  head  in 
affirmation. 

*^  Good  gracious !"  almost  screamed  Miss 
Augusta,  **and  Tve  behaved  so  rudely — and 
then  that  wretch  Vanbrunner  actually  abus- 
ing us  to  him  before  our  very  faces  I" 

*'  That  vile,  wicked  Colonel  Anderson,  it's 
entirely  his  fault;"  continued  the  mamma  in 
great  indignation ;  "  Til  never  forgive  him  as 
long  as  I  live— never — "  And  this  she  said 
in  a  tone  of  firm  resolve,  and  she  kept  her 
word  too. 

**  It  really  is  beyond  all  endurance,"  resumed 
Miss  Augusta,  becoming  still  more  excited. 
^'What  a  silly  fool  I've  made  of  myself; 
could  anything  be  more  vexatious  ?"  Here  her 
voice  faltered— she  could  say  no  more — and 
hiding  her  face  partly  behind  her  fan,  and 
partly  behind  her  mamma's  bird  of  paradise 
plumes— she  bit  her  lips  till  they  bled ;  actu- 
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ally  cried  with  yexation;  made  a  very  ugly 
fao6)  and  was  very  nearly  falling  into  bysterios, 
as  ladies  in  a  violent  passion  are  very  apt 
to  do. 

it  was  in  vain  after  this  that  the  Dobson 
party  attempted  to  shake  off  the  gloomi  thi^ 
last  mortification  had  cast  over  their  spirits; 
they  had  long  been  desirous  of  numbering  the 
Marquess  of  Baddington  amongst  their  acquain- 
tance, whose  very  notoriety  was  to  them  hb 
greatest  recommendation ;  but  now  they  ftiUy 
supposed^  between  the  rudeness  with  which 
Miss  Augusta  had  treated  him,  and  what  they 
knew  Mr.  Vanbrunner  would  say  to  their  pre- 
judice, he  would  be  anything  but  anxious  to 
become  acquainted  with  them.  Deep  and 
bitter  were  the  pangs  these  suppositions  occa- 
sioned; yet  the  Dobsons,  in  spite  of  all,  pos- 
sessed sufficient  tact  to  carry  off  all  outward 
appearance  of  vexation ;  even  AlGss  Augusta's 
mortification  was  not  long  visible ;  and  when 
they  were  a  short  time  after  joined  by  some 
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of  the  male  part  of  the  compaQji  they  see^Di^d 
in  uausuallj  high  spirits;  for  they  talked  loudly 
and  kugbed  most  obstreperoualy,  io  order  to 
let  the  coootry  ladieB  and  geotlemea  know  how 
hftpjiy  and  merry  they  could  be,  notwithBtantl- 
tng  they  hud  not  the  honour  of  their  acciuaiii- 
taaoe*  Io  thla  they  acquitted  thcmdelvee  in 
ft  niaoner  which  to  them  at  any  rate  aeetned 
tatiaractor/  ;  atid  the  young  ladies  being  al4 
at  length)  provided  with  partners,  they  pro^ 
ceeded  to  take  tbeir  placea  io  a  quadrille* 

Kuw  Miia  Auguata  Dobsoa'e  partner  wa^ 
DO  leas  a  personage  than  Dawkiosj  who  not* 
vrithitanding  his  loiaadveature  on  the  stage 
ooach,  had  by  this  time  contrived  to  reach  hia 
original  deatinatioDt  and  was  then  on  a  visit 
with  bis  friend,  Mr,  Isaac  Belaico  White,  at 
Eagle  Castle^  with  whom  he  had  been  for 
sometime  on  terms  of  cloic  iotitnacy*  Daw- 
kins^  or  as  he  waa  pleased  to  style  him&elf| 
*'  Colonel  Dawkins/*  had  half  a  tniod  to  cut  and 
run  for  it^  when  he  again  (omd  himself  in  cdai«> 
X  5 
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pany  with  our  hero;  but  as  Jack  did  not 
appear  to  recognize  him,  he  congratulated 
himself  with  the  idea,  that  our  hero  had  no 
recollection  of  his  person. — Here  he  was  mis- 
taken — our  hero  knew  well  enough  who  he 
was;  and  as  he  was  fully  resolved  never  to 
make  his  acquaintance,  he  considered  the  pun- 
ishment he  had  already  inflicted  upon  him 
quite  adequate  to  his  offence;  as  after  his 
exposure,  no  one  who  had  heard  his  previous 
tales  could  attach  the  slighest  credit  to 
them. 

Jack's  partner  was  Miss  Bennett,  whom  we 
noticed  in  the  last  chapter,  who  was  an  heiress 
of  immense  property,  of  full  age,  and  her  own 
mistress,  (for  both  the  parents  had  died  during 
her  minority.)  vThis  being  the  case ;  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  she  was  completely  beset  by 
a  host  of  suitors,  from  the  rich  and  high  born 
peer,  to  the  needy  and  unprincipled  fortune- 
hunter;  all  of  whom  had  hitherto  proved 
equally  unsuccessful.     Yet  there  was^one  per- 
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«eti  who  had  fguad  fiivadr  in  her  eyest  and  thia 
was  her  |»re3eiii  partntr,  whom  already  aUe 
had  eouie  very  :)enoud  iDleDtions  of  makiDg  ohq 
far  life;  for  the  circumatance  of  bis}  Dut  return- 
iag  her  afiTuctioos  had  never  uoce  occurred  to 
iien  To  do  the  young  lady  ju@licei  ^he  wua 
not  a  peisQu  many  men  would  have  refused  to 
take  for  better  and  for  worae*  Independently 
ol  poflseaaing  uumense  property,  she  was  a 
ipleiadid  looking  womaD,  rather  on  a  lai^ 
fcalei  but  yet  perfectly  femiuine  aad  lady^ 
like*  It  Id  not  ttierefbre  surprieing  that 
Jack  should  be  pleased  with  her  society ^  and 
pecbapti  bis  vanity  might  have  been  a  little 
gratified  by  ber  eattreiue  aifibility  towards 
himself  I  ber  manner  to  all  other  men  being 
ejioeedingly  didlnut  aud  reserved.  But  for  ail 
liti^i  hid  alleciioiid  had  never  once  wandered 
from  Emily  Arundell^  who  in  fact  eogroised 
»o  Luuch  of  hlfi  thungUtd|  thi4t  many  remarks  bts 
fair  |iaf  tuur  made  to  him»  paat  unheeded 
Ki>«,  m  M.m  Bennett  and  our  hero    were 
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piuhiDg  their  way  through  the  crowd  at  tfa« 
end  of  the  dance,  she  inquired  of  him,  if  he 
knew  anything  of  Cdonel  Dawkins  ;  to  which 
Jack  merely  answered  by  saying  that  he  had 
not  the  pleasure  of  his  aoquaintanoe* 

**  Because**  continued  Miss  Bennett,  **  I  feel 
myself  very  unpleasantly  situated  respecting 
him  I  and  I  wish  Yery  much  to  ask  your 
advice." 

When  a  young  lady  eondescends  to  ask  a 
young  gentleman's  advice,  it  places  the  latter 
in  rather  a  peculiar  situation  >  and  so  thought 
Jack ;  and  not  knowing  at  tb^  moment  what 
he  ought  to  say,  he  said  nothing  at  all ;  and  so 
Miss  Bennett  proceeded. 

*^  The  Miss  Dobsons  asked  me,  whilst  at  the 
theatre  this  evening,  if  I  would  allow  them  to 
introduce  this  Colonel  Dawkius  to  me,  who 
they  said  had  been  a  great  deal  abroad,  and  whom 
they  described  as  a  remarkably  pleasing  and 
gentlemanly  person.  As  I  scarcely  knew  how 
to  refuse^  though  I  can  assure  you  Pye  no 
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wish  whatever  to  enlarge  in;  acquaintancei  I 
told  a  polite  fib,  and  said  I  should  be  most 
happ7,  and  8o  forth— ^but  since  the  man  has 
been  pointed  out  to  me»  I  find  him  so  very 
different  from  what  I  had  been  led  to  expect, 
that  I  really  do  feel  a  great  repugnance  to  be- 
coming acquainted  with  him.  Now,  Mr.  Price, 
I  a»k  you  as  a  great  favor — I  ask  you  as  if  I 
were  your  sister— is  this  Colonel  Dawkins  a 
person  you  would  advise  me  to  be  introduced 
to?" 

Before  Jack  had  time  to  reply.  Miss  Augusta 
Dobson  led  up  the  subject  of  conversation,  for 
the  express  purpose,  as  she  was  pleased  to  say 
of  formally  introducing  him  to  Miss  Bennett 
as  a  partner  for  the  next  dance  i  and  both  Miss 
Augusta  Dobson  and  the  s<n  disant  Colonel 
looked  rather  blank,  when  the  proffered  honor 
was  coldly  declined. 

Having  shortly  after  this  resigned  Miss 
Bennett  to  the  care  of  her  chaperone.  Jack  was 
proceeding  to  seek  another  partner,  when  he 


206  THB   THREE   STUDKNTB. 

suddenly  met,  face  to  face,  his  former  acquaia-^ 
tance,  Charlotte  Johnstone,  now  Mrs.  Isaac 
Belasco  White;  but,  alas!  how  woefully  ai* 
tered.  It  seemed  scarcely  possible  for  years  to 
have  effected  a  greater  change,  than  a  few 
months  had  accomplished.  The  beautifully 
rounded  form,  for  which  she  had  been  so  re- 
markable, was  now  shrunk  and  emaciated :  her 
eyes  sunk  deep  in  their  sockets,  were  utterly 
devoid  of  their  former  brilliancy,  whilst  a 
sickly  paleness  overspread  her  once  blooming 
and  lovely  countenance.  In  a  word,  she  looked 
unhappy ;  yet  her  looks  spoke  not  one  half  the 
anguish  she  endured ;  for  not  being  naturally, 
of  a  depraved  mind,  the  more  deeply  did  she 
feel  her  degradation,  in  being  the  wife  of  a  man^ 
for  whom  she  had  never  entertained  any  sen- 
timents but  those  of  utter  abhorrence.  Her 
mercenary  mother  had  indeed  spared  no  pains 
to  instil  into  her  mind,  that  by  marrying  a 
man  she  loathed,  she  had  acted  in  a  okost  praise- 
worthy manner ;  but  the  voice  of  conscience. 
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md  thefceliags  of  a  womati  told  her  otiierwiia* 
She  knew  ttio  well  wliat  Uer  conduct  had 
b^aiif  iUii  wild  wretchedly  cunaeious  of  what 
she  really  wa$* 

So  shocked  was  Jack  at  the  sad  change  lie 
&awj  that  ho  could  scarcely  refrain  from  ex* 
claimiag— "Can  thU  be  Charbtte?" — whiUt 
she  hersalf  betrayed  the  greatest  embarratis- 
ment;  and  when  m  a  ki&d  iiiaojier  he  spoke  to 
hefj  she  burut  ioto  teara^  to  the  no  email  diaoiay 
of  her  mammaj  on  whose  arm  ahe  chanced  then 
to  be  Icuuing*  All  this  had  not  paased  uuob- 
servcd  by  Mr.  White  himself  who  w&a  »taud- 
ing  close  b)  ;  wheo  prompted  by  strong  feeliaga 
uf  jealousy^  he  demoded  of  Juck,  in  the  most 
imperious  mauucFj  how  he  dared  to  epeak  to  his 
wife*  The  only  answer  lie  received  was  a  look  of 
mitigbd  surpme  and  couteutptj  atidtbeu  raiher 
an  awkward  ticeiie  followed,  Mrs.  White  fell 
into  violent  hyf^terics^  and  her  husband  into  a 
furious  rage;  wliiUt  our  hero,  on  his  part,  felt 
tfjLtremdy  pu^zlgd  ms  to  the  course  he  ought  to 
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adopt.  But  eome  of  the  female  part  of  the 
company  crowded  round  Mrs.  White  and  as- 
sisted her  out  of  the  roomi  whilst  Mr.  Dobson 
and  some  other  gentlemen  of  White's  acquain- 
taoce  interposed  to  appease  his  wrath,  and 
amongst  them  managed  to  lead  him  away  f  so 
that  Jack  was  left  in  undisputed  possession 
of  the  field.  This  he  found  by  no  means  an 
enviable  situation,  and] induced  him  shortly 
afterwards  to  take  his  departure,  very  little 
gratified  by  the  occurrences  of  the  even* 
ing. 

Once  more  we  return  to  the  Dobsons.  So 
delighted  were  these  amiable  people  by  the 
late  expos6;  as  almost  to  recover  their  good- 
humour  ;  and  their  ranks  being  by  this  time 
augmented  by  some  auxiliaries  from  the 
ordinary ;  amongst  whom  were  three  most  re- 
nowned characters,  rejoicing  in  the  distin- 
guishing titles  of  Tiger  Tompkins,  Devil 
Baker,    and  Mad  Tom  Waters,  names  very 
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appropriate  to  the  part  iei,  who  b€  iog  a  shade  or  go 
more  than  half  tipsy,  and  very  noky  withai^ 
were  admirably  etiited  to  the  tastea  of  the  Mies 
Dobsons,  who  bad  gained  euch  increased 
confidence,  that  they  pushed  and  elbowed  them- 
selvesj  with  most  persevering  effr^nteryi  into 
all  the  head  stations  in  the  daucps,  and  behaved 
altogether  in  DO  bearish  and  unlady-like  a  manner, 
thai  the  country  famihes— at  whom  their  rude- 
Qeflawaaparticulartyaimed— unwilling  of  course 
to  engage  them  with  the  same  weapons^  and 
too  proud  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  stewards 
or  the  master  of  the  ceremonies — the  latter  of 
whom  bye  the  by,  was  in  the  Dobsoo  interest — 
quickly  gave  up  the  contest  and  ordered  their 
carriages,  with  the  full  deter mtnatioQ  never 
igain  to  attend  a  public  ball  at  Longpaesage 
aa  long  m  the  Dobsous  were  likely  to  form 
ajjy  part  of  the  company. 

Then  was  the  triumph  of  the  Dobeon  party 
complete ;  but  thero  waa  one  great  drawback 
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to  its  enjoyment — ^it  was  this*— Mr.  Reginald 
Dobson,  who,  arrayed  in  the  gay  uniform  of 
his  regiment  had  been  for  some  time  staggering 
about  the  room  very  drunk,  was  at  last  taken 
so  distressingly  unwell,  as  to  rerder  his  absence 
particularly  desirable. 
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CHAPTER    XVI 


In  which  some  lusclobures  are  made^ 
which  are  anytheng  but  pleasinu  to 
most  of  the  parties  concerned, 


N0TWITH8TANDINQ  Mr.  Vanl>runner  had  invari- 
ably acted  in  the  moat  unfriendly  manner  towarda 
Jack,  be  had  never  scrupled  to  avail  himielf 
of  Mrs,  Price's  hospitality,  whenever  it  suited 
his  convenience,  and  which  he  had  thought 
proper  to  do  at  the  time  of  the  Lougpassaj^e' 
races,  in  order  to  save  his  expenses  at  an  ion< 
He  came,  however^  a  volunteer  guest,  for  the 
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old  lady,  being  displeased  with  his  behaviour  to 
her  grandson,  had  latterly  ceased  to  invite  him 
to  her  hoase ;  still,  for  all  this,  he  was  always 
received  with  civility  when  he  came  there, 
a  civility  which,  if  it  might  border  a  little  on 
coldness,  was  not  Ukely  to  deter  one  of  the  Van- 
brunner  family  from  entertainment  that  could 
be  procured  on  such  reasonable  terms. 

At  the  time  we  speak  of,  as  Admiral   Sir 
John  Price  and  his  wife,  who  we  before  ob- 
1  served  was  a  sister  of  Mr.  Vanbrunner,  were 

I  staying  with  the  old  lady,  it  might  afford  some 

I  pretext  for  the  frequent  visits  of  her  ladyship's 

>  relations ;  in  fact,  both  Mrs.  Hester  and  Miss 

Letitia  had,  upon  some  pretext  or  other,  actu- 
ally billetted  themselves  upon  the  good-natured 
old  lady  for  more  than  a  week,  and  not  even 
then  hinted  at  the  time  they  intended  to  de- 
part 

Now,  on  the  morning  following  the  race 
Ball,  the  breakfast  party,  besides  the  mistress 
of  the    bouse,  consisted  of  Mr.  Yasbrunner, 
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bis  three  sisters,  the  Admirol,  and  Jack ;  the 
latter  looking  exceedingly  dejected  and  out  of 
spirits.  The  recent  account  he  had  received 
of  the  untimely  fate  of  his  friend  Charles 
Arundell  still  weighed  heavily  upon  his  mind, 
whilst  the  occurrences  of  the  preceding  even- 
ing had  caused  him  considerable  vexation.  He 
feared  that  Miss  Bennett  had.misconstrued  his 
attentions,  slight  as  they  had  been  ;  and  he  had 
too  high  a  sense  of  honour  to  indulge  in  any 
selfish  gratification  of  vanity  at  the  expense  of 
her  happinesa  He  also  felt  distressed  in  seeing 
Charlotte  look  so  thoroughly  miserable,  for 
he  readily  guessed  the  cause,  and  though  he 
could  hardly  help  wondering  why  this  should 
annoy  him,  it  did  annoy  him  nevertheless. 
The  broil  with  her  husband,  or  its  consequences, 
he  never  bestowed  a  thought  -  upon.  He  was 
pleased,  however,  on  joining  the  party  in  the 
breakfast  room,  to  find  they  were  as  yet  igno- 
rant of  that  affair.  Mr.  Vanbrunner  had  left 
the  room  before  its  occurrence,  and  by  some 
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unaccoantable  chance  or  other  the  intelligeoce 
had  not  reached  old  Tom's  ears,  who  was 
seldom  behind  hand  in  obtaining  and  retailing 
eyerything  that  was  passing  in  the  town  and 
neighbourhood.  But  Jack's  unusual  absenee 
of  mind  did  not  pass  unobserved ;  for  after  he 
had  remained  for  some  time  engaged  in  the  oc- 
cupation of  balancing  a  knife  across  his  finger, 
and  gazing  vacantly  on  the  pattern  of  the 
empty  plate  before  him^  his  grand*mother. 
really  fearing  he  might  be  unwell,  began  to 
make  some  anxious  inquires  after  his  health. 

The  kind  solicitude  the  old  lady  expressed 
caused  him  at  once  to  recollect  himself ;  and 
brightening  up  all  at  once,  he  assured  her  he 
was  never  better  in  his  life;  and  began  to 
spread  some  butter  .on  a  piece  of  dry  toast  with 
considerable  assiduity. 

"  I  hope.  Jack,"  said  the  Admiral,  '*  that  the 
pretty  heiress  and  yourself  had  no  misunder- 
standing last  night  ?  Isn't  jealous  is  she,  eh  I 
Jack?     The  women,  we  all  know,  do  occa- 
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fiioodljr   take  some  queer   noliooe  into  their 

**llinphr  said  Lftdy  Price  to  hereelf,  and 
she  looked  perfect  thunder  and  lightning  at 
her  lord  and  maatcr^  who,  pretending  not  to 
notice  it,  though  a  close  observer  might  have 
delected  eomethipg  like  a  sly  imile  playing 
over  his  featureti,  continued,  **  Upon  my  word> 
Master  Jack,  she's  as  noble  a  specimen  of 
woman  kind  as  I  ever  clapped  eyes  upon:  the 
very  build  of  a  duchess  from  stem  to  etero 
poet ;  and  'tis  but  to  say  the  word,  and  Jack's 
the  man  to  have  the  command  of  her  for  life/' 

Jack  smiled  and  shook  his  head,  but  made 
no  reply,  though  Lady  Price  did,  by  remarking 
it  was  not  very  likely  that  Miss  Bennett,  who 
bad  refused  aiy  Lord  Templetori,  and  so 
ixmny  other  men  of  rank  and  consequence 
would  fall  in  love  with  a  mere  boy  of  such 
•light  pretensions  ae  those  to  whioh  our  hero 
could  layclsim. 

*'  I   fbould   tb'mk   not   indeed,"'   said   Miss 
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Letitia  with  a  sneer  and  a  toss  of  the  head,  to 
which  all  the  other  Vanbrunnera  responded. 

''  All  I  can  say  about  the  matter/*  said  Mr. 
Vanbrunner,  "  all  I  can  say  about  the  matter 
is,  that  Pm  as  certain  as  1  am  that  I  am  sitting 
here,  that  Miss  Bennett  will  marry  no  man 
without  both  fortune  and  title  to  recommend 
him.  In  what  bther  manner,  I  would  ask,  can 
her  refusing  so  many  eligible  offers  be  ac- 
counted for?" 

"  I  should  say  her  not  liking  the  parties 
who  made  them^"  observed  Jack,  drily. 

**  'Pshaw,"  said  •  Mr.  Vanbrunner,  impa- 
tiently ;  **  when  you  see  a  little  more  of  the 
world,  you'll  find  out  that  women  only  look 
for  rank  and  property  in  a  husband ;  the 
man  himself,  is  a  very  secondary  consideration, 
if,  indeed,  he  be  any  at  all." 

**  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  entertain  so 
despicable  an  opinion  of  womenkind,"  replied 
Jack;  *'  and  though  I  am  compelled  to  admit 
there   may  be   some,   who   so  far  forget  the 
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likeness  in  which  they  were  raadcj  and  their 
superiority  to  the  brute  creation,  as  to  be 
guilty  of  the  conduct  you  have  imputed  to 
them,  yet  I  trust  they  are  but  few,  as  com- 
pared to  the  many  whose  purity  of  mind, 
disinterested  affisction,  enduring  constancy, 
and  fortitude,  throw  all  man's  boaited  virtues 
far  into  the  shade  ;  and  as  for  MisB  Bennettj 
I  think  much  too  highly  of  her,  to  suppose, 
for  a  moment,  that  she  would  unite  herself  to 
any  one  to  whom  she  was  not  moat  sincerely 
attached.** 

'*  And  you  suppose  yourself  the  happy  man 
— eh  ?  Umph  I"  said  Mrs.  Hester  Vanbronncr, 
**  sincerely  attached,  hah  I  hah !  hah  F 

And  the  old  spinster  sat  up  her  fiendish 
laugh,  whilst  the  most  malignant  sneers 
passed  over  the  features  of  her  brother  and 
her  sisters.  ^ 

"  Indeed,"  answered  Jnck,  coolly;  **  T  sup- 
pose no  such  thing.  The  young  lady  you 
allude  to,  is  a  person   I  highly  esteem— and 

VOL.   IL  L 
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whom  every  one  mast  admire — but  I  dooH 
thiok  we  are  very  likely  to  fall  in  love  with 
each  other — and  I  have  do  doubt,  aa  Lady 
Price  has  been  pleased  to  remark,  she  will  find 
some  object  far  more  worthy  than  myself  to  fix 
her  affections  upon— so  suppose  at  once  we 
change  the  subject." 

This  was  readily  assented  to  by  the  Van- 
brunners ;  for  they  perceived  by  Jack's  man- 
ner, the  subject  was  one  likely  to  gratify  bis 
vanity.  Their  sole  object  had  been  to  wound  his 
pride ;  and,  therefore.  Lady  Price  addresaing 
her  brother,  inquired  when  he  intended  to  pro- 
ceed with  his  family  into  Cornwall. 

^^  I  purpose  setting  out  immediately,"  an- 
swered Mr.  Vanbrunner ;  and  this  he  said  in 
a  grave  tone,  and  then  he  screwed  up  hb 
mouth  in  a  solemn  manner,  in  order  to  im- 
press a  due  sense  of  the  importance  of  the 
movements  of  himself  and  family. 

''  How  proud  and  delighted  Gerald  will 
be,"  resumed  her  ladyship;  ^^  how  gratified  he 
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will  feel  to  introduoe  yon  all  to  his  intended  ; 
but  I  forgot,  yoa  are  already  acquainted  with 

her.  Well,  I  wish  him  every  happiness — 
and  don't  forget  to  tell  him  how  anxious  I 
am  to  see  the  lady.  I  suppose  it  will  soon  take 
place— will  it  not?" 

^*  Almost  immediately^'*  answered  Mr. 
Yanbrunner,  '^that  is  as  [^soon  as  we  can 
arrange  about  the  settlements ;  and  nothing  can 
be  done  about  them  till  my  arrival." 

And  then  Mr.  Vanbrunner  again  pursed 
up  his  mouthy  and  assumed  an  air  of  ex- 
treme importance. 

"Ah!"  resumed  Miss  Letitia,  **  Gerald  is, 
certainly,  a  most  fortunate  young  man;  how 
fortunate  it  was  he  so  soon  gave  up  all  thoughts 
about  Miss  Bennett.*' 

*^  Then  you're  still  determined  to  talk 
about  Miss  Bennett,"  observed  Jack,  who 
though  he  had  paid  little,  or  in  fact,  no  at- 
tention to  the  subject  Lady  Price  and  her 
brother  had  been  talking  about,  had,  never- 
L  3 
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thelesSy  overheard  that  young  lady's  name 
mentioned.  ^'  I  thought,"  added  he,  *^  it  waa 
agreed  that  we  were  to  let  her  name  rest  in 
peace  for  the  remain  of  the  morning." 

**  And  so  it  may,  for  what  I  care,*'  re- 
torted Miss  Letitia,  pettishly.  '^  Though  I 
must  and  will  say,  that  my  nephew  is  a 
lucky  man  in  meeting  with  a  young  lady  of 
at  least  twice  her  fortune  ;  though  you  little 
guess  who — and  Gerald  himself,  let  me  tell 
you,  will  be  no  beggar  either ;  or  what  is 
nearly  as  bad,  a  young  man  full  of  empty 
family  pride,  with  more  brass  in  his  face,  than 
coppers  in  his  pocket" 

-'  Which,  of  course,  does  not  apply  to 
Master  Jack  Price— eh?  Umph  T'  grunted 
Mrs.  Hester. 

**  No,  I  don't  think  it  does,  exactly/'  an- 
swered  Jack,  in  perfect  good-humour;  for  the 
ill-bred  remarks  of  the  ancient  maidens  had 
long  since  ceased  to  have  their  intended  effect 
upon  him — whilst  they  excited  feelings  much 
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more  of  pity  than  of  either  anger  or  con- 
tempt with  his  grand-mother— who,  so  far 
from  entertaining  anything  like  resentment, 
could  not  help  smiling  at  the  gross  indelicacy 
of  their  observations  —  the  very  coarse- 
ness of  which  caused  them  to  border  on  the 
ridiculous,  in  which  light  the  Admiral  cer- 
tainly appeared  to  view  them,  for  he  laughed 
outright. 

**  Yon  don't  think  it  does  exactly— eh  ?'' 
retorted  Miss  Letitia,  now  shifting  her  mode 
of  attack;  ^' 1  agree  with  you  perfectly;  that  it 
does  not ;  nor  do  I  think  from  the  persons 
you  think  proper  to  associate  with  ;  such  as 
retired  shopkeepers,  like  the  Dobsons,  and  that 
young  Thompson,  the  son  of  a  low  linen- 
draper— any  one  would  rank  pride  of  station 
amongst  your  failings*" 

Jack  might  have  assisted  Miss  Letitia's  re- 
marks by  a<)ding, 

^  Or  the  son  and  daughters  of  quack  doc- 
lora,    like    the   Vanbrunners  ;**   but    such  an 
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aUuflion  on  his  part  would  have  been  ungentle- 
manly,  and,  therefore,  of  course,  was  not 
made  by  him;  whilst  Mrs.  Hester  followed 
up  the  attack  by  observing^ 

*^  I  don't  think  you're  likely  to  be  quite  a 
beggar  either,  Master  Jack ;  if  what  your 
acquaintance  say  is  correct  about  your  soon 
stepping  into  the  admiral's  shoes.  It's  a  sub- 
ject they  discuss  pretty  freely ;  but  bow  they 
obtained  their  information,  I,  for  my  part,  can't 
pretend  to  say,  umph  !" 

'^  1  tell  you  what«  Mrs.  Hester/'  ezdaimed 
the  Admiral,  with  considerable  warmth,  ''  I 
tell  you  what,  ma'am,  I  can  fully  aj^redale 
the  motives  which  have  actuated  your  late 
remarks;  nor  is  it  by  many,  the  only  mean 
artifice  you  have  resorted  to  in  order  to  pre- 
judice me  against  the  nearest,  and  the  dearest 
relative  I  have  in  the  world ;  and  I  say  it  to 
his  face,  the  kindest-hearted  fellow  that  ever 
breathed.  So,  say  what  you  will— do  what 
you  will.  Jack  shall  have  every  clod  and  stber 
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I  die  possessed  of.  Yes,  to  the  last  far- 
thing !^' 

And  here  the  old  geDtlemati  thumped  hie 
fiit  on  the  tabic  so  violently,  qs  to  mitke 
the  cups  and  saucers  jingle  ogaia  ;  and  also 
lo  spill  some  considerable  portion  of  their 
Wntents. 

Rather  an  awkvrard  iilence  followed  this 
unexpected  antioyQceoieat,  which  was  evidently 
a  subject  of  far  greater  surprise  than  pleasure 
to  Lady  Price— who,  till  that  very  moment, 
had  actually  supposed  she  had  talked  ber  hus- 
band iDto  leaving  everything  to  her  j  for  she 
iHtver  dreamt— though  eho  herself  had  had  one 
paralytic  seizure— of  the  poesibility  of  her 
botband  aurviving  hen  Iler  sisters  hiKl  alio 
entertained  aome  very  sanguine  hopes  of  6od- 
ing  their  Bamea  mentioned  in  the  admiral's 
will ;  andj  conieqaently,  they  also  felt  extremely 
chagrined.  But  Vanbrunner  bimielf,  who 
bad  never  expected  to  be  a  gainer  by  the 
milmirars    deaths  and  cared  not  a  rush  whe^ 
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ther  he  left  his  sisters  aoythng^  again  re* 
sumed  the  subject  of  his  son's  intended 
marriage  —  talked  a  great  deal  about  the 
extent  of  the  property  of  the  intended  bride ; 
what  large  accumulations  had  been  made  dur- 
ing a  long  minority  of  herself  and  her  two  bro- 
thers— ^the  latter  of  whom,  had  most  oppor- 
tunely died  off  and  left  her  sole  mistress  of  the 
whole.  But  this  was  a  subject  in  which  even  his 
sisters  did  not  then  pretend  to  take  any  interest; 
till,  at  length,  growing  impatient  that  no  one 
seemed  to  be  listening  to  him,  he  inquired  of 
Mrs.  Price,  if  she  could  at  all  guess  who  the  lady 
was :  and  upon  the  old  lady  replying  she  had 
not  the  remotest  idea  who  she  could  be,  Mr. 
Yanbrunner  resumed, 

^  Then  I'll  tell  you,  my  dear  madam.  111 
tell  you,  if  you'll  give  me  your  attention.  It's 
a  Miss  Arundell,  the  great  Cornish  heiress,  a 
near  connection  of  Lord  Hexham's.  Why 
your  little  friend,  Emily,  to  be  sure,  who 
used  to  spen  so  much  time  with  you;  and 
that  you  were  so  fond  of ;    and  whom  you 
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surely  cannot  altogether  have  forgotten;  an^l 
possibly,"  added  he,  casting  at  the  same  time, 
a  glance  most  meaningly  Tindictive  towards 
onr  hero  ;  "  perhaps  your  grandson  may  Meo 
have  some  remembrance  of  her." 

Mr.  Yanbrnnner's  malice  was  indeed  now 
gratified,  and  with  truly  savage  joy  he  wit- 
nessed how  severely  his  intended  blow  ha  J 
fallen  upon  his  victim,  who,  perfectly  thun- 
derstruck at  the  intelligence,  could  scarcely, 
till  he  heard  the  name  again  repeated,  be^ 
lieve  he  heard  aright,  whilst  a  thrill  of  bitter 
agony,  which  it  is  vain  to  attempt  to  des- 
cribe, chilled  his  very  heart's  blood,  and  unable 
to  control  his  emotion,  he  attempted  to  hide  it, 
by  swallowing  some  portion  of  a  cup  of  coffee 
that  had  hitherto  remained  un tasted  before 
him  ;  but  the  coffee  went  the  wrong  way  and 
neurly  choked  him ;  still  this  proved  so  far  for- 
tunate, that  it  afforded  him  a  reasonable  pretext 
for  leaving  the  room ;  which  he  instantly  did, 
in  about  as  miserable  a  state  of  mind,  as  a  man 
could  well  be» 
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CHAPTER  XVIL 


is  WHICH  COLONEL  DAWKIN8  AND  MB. 
WHITE  AAB  GUILTY  OF  A  ORKAT  ERROR  IN 
JUDOBIENT — ITS  CONSEQUENCES.  JACK  STARTS 
ON   A  CRUIZE  IN   A   YACHT- 


Jack  shut  himself  op  in  his  own  room,  where 
he  spent  some  of  the  most  bitter  hoars  of  his 
life ;  at  length,  firmly  resolved  to  subdue  a 
passion  for  one  he  no  longer  believed  worthy 
of  his  affections,  and  anxious  to  drive  a 
subject  from  his  mind  it  almost  made  him  mad 
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to  ponder  on,  he  arranged  hii  disordered  IresB 
and  betook  himself  to  the  Btreet^j  vainly  hop- 
ing amongst  the  gay  and  busy  throng  he  was 
certain  of  meeting  there  at  that  hour  of  tlm 
day,  to  find  something  to  divert  hh  atteotion, 
even  were  it  but  for  a  single  moment^  from 
what  he  was  so  desirous  of  forgetting  allege^ 
then  But  his  efforts  were  fruitless;  one 
maddening  subject  engrossed  his  every  thought, 
and  he  sauntered  along  heedless  of  what 
passed  around  him,  scarcely  returning  the  salu- 
tations of  his  numerous  acquaintances^  every 
one  of  whom,  was  struck  with  his  strange 
manner  and  appearance.  At  length,  as  ho  wus 
passing  by  in  front  of  the  shop  ot  Alfred 
Thompson's  father  —  around  which  a  large 
party  of  the  fashionables  of  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  were  assembled—he  encountered 
the  sai'disant  Colonel  Dawkins^  accompanied 
by  his  friend,  Mr.  White,  both  of  whom,  step- 
ping up  immediately  before  him,  so  n^  to  inter- 
cept his  passage,  demanded  in  an  imperioui 
tone,  if  his  name  was  not  Price* 
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**Yo8,  it  is,**  answered  our  hero,  "and, 
perhapBf  you  will  have  the  kindness  to  state 
what  your  object  is  in  making  that  in« 
quiry  ?" 

"  In  order/'  resumed  Dawkins,  in  an  ironi- 
cal tone,  ^'  in  order  to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  a  mistake ;  you  were  at  the  ball,  sir,  I  be- 
lieve, last  night" 

'•  I  was,**  answered  Jack.  "  Have  you  any 
further  questions  to  ask?** 

*^  I  have  not,"  answered  Dawkins ;  ^'and  shall, 
therefore,  without  further  loss  of  time,  proceed 
to  business — ^which  is  to  give  you  a  sound 
horsewhipping.  Yes,  publicly  to  horsewhip 
you,  sirrah  T' 

"  And  I,**  said  Mr.  White,  "purpose  at  the 
same  time,  to  do  myself  the  honor  of  pulling 
your  nose.'* 

The  mingled  feelings  of  surprise  and  indig- 
nation which  Jack  exhibited  at  this  extraordi- 
nary salutation^  was  by  both  his  opponents  mis- 
taken for  feelings  of  a  very  different  kind. 
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which  80  encouraged  Mr.  Whitei  that  he  came 
boldly  forward^  and  extended  his  claw-like 
hand,  really  purposing  to  execute  his  menaced 
threat.  Our  hero  shrunk  back  in  utter 
abhorrence  from  the  contamination  of  the 
Jew's  fingers;  when,  at  the  same  moment, 
Dawkins  struck  him  with  some  force  across  the 
face  with  a  horsewhip,  which  he  ccMisidered  he 
might  then  venture  upon  with  impunity.  But 
he  had  mistaken  his  man,  who,  roused  to  the 
highest  pitch  of  indignation  by  the  gross  insult 
he  had  received,  with  one  well-directed  blow, 
felled  Dawkins  senseless  to  the  earth ;  and  then, 
picking  up  the  whip  which  had  fallen  from  his 
grasp,  he  gave  chase  to  his  other  antagonist^ 
who,  seeing  the  turn  matters  were  likely  to  take, 
had  sought  refuge  in  flight ;  but  fast  as  he  ran, 
Jack  soon  overtook  him,  and  flogged  him  most 
unmercifully. 

For  some  time,  no  one  seemed  inclined  to 
interfere,  till  Alfred  Thompson,  who  had  been 
engaged  in  his  studies  in  a  room  immediately 
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above  hb  fatber^a  ahop^  hearing  loud  outcries, 
and  the  bustle  outside,  ran  to  the  windor^  and 
saw  what  was  passing;  when  rushing  instantly 
down  stairs  and  out  into  the  street,  he  ran  up 
to  Jack,  and  began  to  expostulate  with  him. 

*'  I^or  mercy's  sake  Price  forbear,"  he  ex* 
claimed,  **  Fve  no  doubt  you  must  hare  re* 
ceived  the  grossest  provocation;  but  you 
almost  seem  to  forget  it  is  a  human  beilig  on 
whom  you  are  in^cting  such  dreadful  punish* 
ment." 

*'  I  do,  indeed,'*  answered  Jack,  mournfully, 
*'  I  have,  indeed,  forgotten  myself,  and  a  sense 
of  every  thing,  but  my  own  miseries."  And, 
casting  away  the  horsewhip,  he  allowed  his 
friend  to  lead  him  passively  into  Mr.  Thomp- 
son's house;  whilst  White  crawled  groaning 
away  as  speedily  from  the  scene  of  his  late 
disgraceful  defeat,  as  the  nature  of  his  injuries 
would  permit  him,  and  sought  a  temporary 
shelter  in  an  hotel  hard  by. 

As  for  Dawkins,  though  he  had  been  carried 
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mto   Mr.  Thompson's  shop  in  a  state  of  in- 
sensibility^  he  soon  began,  to  our  hero's  gfeat 
relief,  to  exhibit  signs  of  returning  animation. 
Two  of  his  upper  front  teeth  had,  however  ^ 
been  knocked  out  in  the  skirmish;  but  none  of 
the  injuries  he  had  sustained  appeared  to  be 
of  a  dangerous  nature,  and  though  his  counte- 
nance was  certainly  much   disfigured,  he  was 
instantly  recognized  by  the  young  man  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Thompson's  establishment  who  had 
been  his  fellow  traveller  on  the  stage  coach  a 
few  days  previously,  who,   naturally  enough, 
attributing  the  recent  fracas  to  have  arisen  out 
of  the  imposture  Dawkins  had  then  attempted 
to  carry  on,  circulated  his  own  version  of  the 
affair  amongst  his  friends  and  acquaintance,  by 
which  means  the  tale  soon  spread  throughout 
the  whole  town  and  neighbourhood. 

But  this  was  not  really  the  case ;  for  though 
Dawkins  entertained  strong  feelings  of  malice 
towards  our  hero  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  exposed  him  on  that  occasion,  yet  fully 
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believing  that  he  had  not  been  recognised,  he 
was  by  no   means  desirous  a  subject  should 
be  revived,  which  could  not  fail  to  place  him 
in  the  most  contemptible  light.    The  real  cause 
of  the  present  assault  was,  that  Miss  Augusta 
Dobson  hadled  him  to  suppose  it  was  throughour 
hero's  influence  that  Miss  Bennett  had  refused 
to  dance  with  him  on  the  preceding  evening, 
which  so  enraged  him,  that  he  swore  he  would 
seek  out  Jack  and  publicly  horsewhip  him 
whenever  he  met  him*     The  result  our  readers 
are  acquainted  with ;  and  this  Miss  Augusta 
and  her  mamma  and  sisters,  and  Master  Ernest 
Adolphus,  had   the   supreme  gratification  of 
witnessingi  from  the  upper  front  window  of  a 
milliner's  opposite,  where,  to  use  their  own  ex- 
pression^ they  had  ^^  Oh  !  such  a  delightful  view 
of  the  dear  little  battle  from  beginniag  to  end." 
Now,  it  so  chanced  that  at  this  time  Mr. 
Thompson  the  elder  filled  the  high  oflice  of 
Mayor  of  the  borough,  and  as  a  breach  of  the 
peace  had  been  committed  on  his  very  thres- 
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hold,  it  was  an  affair  that  could  not  possibly  be 
linked  at ;  so  he  felt  bound  ex  virtute  officii^ 
and  with  a  view  to  prevent  ulferior  honorable 
proceedings,  which  might  lead  to  A  more  serious 
result,  to  compel  every  one  of  the  late  com- 
batants to  find  sureties  for  keeping  the  peace, 
which  being  accomplished  they  were  forthwith 
set  at  liberty.      Daw  kins  and  his  companion 
betook    themselves    to  the    lodgings    of  the 
former,  which  were  not  far  distant  from  the 
scene  of  action ;  and  then,  having  sent  for  an 
attorney  of  notorious  sharp  practice,  the  knocker 
was  muffled  up,  straw  laid  down  in  the  street 
before  the  door,  and  a  medical  man  duly  re- 
tained to  swear  to  the  extent  of  the  injuries, 
as  the  preliminary  steps  towards  bringing  an 
action  of   assault  and  battery.     The  action, 
however,  was  never  commenced ;    as  no  doubt 
the  complaining  parties  were  advised,   that,  as 
they  themselves  had  commenced  the  assault,  they 
had  no  possible  chance  of  obtaining  a  verdict. 
Although  this  brawl  had  been  none  of   our 
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hero's  seeking,  he  nevertheless  felt  humiliated 
in  having  been  engaged  in  it,  as  well  as  vexed 
that  he  should  have  inflicted  such  severe  chas- 
tisement  upon  Mr.  White,  whose  feelings,  not- 
withstanding the  gross  insult  he  had  just  before 
received  at  his  hands,  he  could  not  help  com- 
miseiating.  Dawkina's  conduct  he  attributed 
solely  to  the  stage  coach  affair,  and,  therefore, 
felt  little  remorse  for  the  drubbing  be  had  be- 
stowed upon  him. 

Now,  it  so  happened  that  th^  Marquess  of 
Baddington,  who  came  forward  as  one  of  Jack's 
sureties,  and  who  had  witnessed  the  scene  at 
the  ball  the  night  before,  some  how  or  other 
fancied  that  Mr.  White  must  have  had  some 
grounds  for  those  jealous  feelings  he  had 
exhibited ;  an  impression  the  unusual  dejection 
of  Jack's  spirits  served  to  confirm.  As  he 
really  had  a  regard  for  Jack,  he  considered  it 
wopld  be  but  a  friendly  act  to  remove  him 
out  of  the  way  of  a  temptation  he  himself 
would   undoubtedly   have  run  headlong  inta 
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'*It'«  the  very  devil/  isaid  he  to  himself; 
<<  when  a  haDdsome  young  fellow  discovers 
thai  a  beautiful  married  woman  is  pining 
away  with  love  for  him,  and  detests  her 
husband  in  about  the  same  proportion.  It  is 
the  very  devil  himself;  or  at  any  rate  the  most 
certain  bait  he  can  offer ;  which,  let  who  will 
pretend  to  play  around  and  despise,  he  begins 
sooner  or  later  to  nibble  at,  till  at  last  he  gets 
hooked — and  then  certain  consequences  are 
pretty  sure  to  follow/' 

Having  thus  reasoned  with  himself,  without 
ever  hinting  his  suspicions  to  his  friend,  he 
prevailed  upon  the  latter  to  accompany  him  on 
a  voyage  to  the  westwai'd  in  his  yacht,  that  was 
to  terminate  in  a  shooting  excursion  ioto  Corn- 
wall, which,  as  the  wind  was  favourable,  he 
purposed  starting  upon  that  very  evening. 

Jack  readily  accepted  the  invitation,  though 
he  believed  in  every  place  he  should  be  equally 
wretched.  The  event,  however,  proved  other- 
wise.   The  active  employment  of  beating  down 
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the  LoDgpassa^e  river  against  a  fresh  south-east 
windi  tended  in  some  d^ree  to  drive  away  the 
unpleasant  thoughts  he  had  been  previously 
brooding  over  so  that  by  the  time  the  vessel 
weathered  the  outer  spit  buoy  and  borne  away 
with  a  flowing  sheet  for  the  west-ward,  he 
had  recovered  a  degree  of  composure,  which 
had  he  really  reasoned  much  with  himself  upon 
the  matter,  he  would  have  considered  almost 
miraculous  The  Marquess  too,  was  a  merry, 
good-tempered  fellow^  with  an  immense  deal  of 
dry  humour,  and  altogether  a  most  agreeable 
companion,  and,  unlike  some  members  of  the 
royal  yacht  squadron  we  could  mention,  was 
not  subject  to  sea  sickness,  even  outside  the 
Isle  of  Wight.  The  heaving  of  the  billows, 
indeed,  seemed  only  to  have  the  effect  of  ele- 
vating his  spirits  ;  and  till  a  late  hour  did  he 
remain  chatting  and  singing  away  by  Jack's 
side,  who  was  steering  the  yacht — for  Jack 
was  a  good  helmsman  and  fond  of  steering, 
which  his  lordship  was  not ;  till  at  last,  getting 
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drowsy,  he  turned  into  his  cot,  advising  his  friend 
to  do  the  like.  But  Jack,  who  was  too  pain- 
fully aware  how  vain  would  be  the  attempt  to 
bury  the  consciousness  of  his  sorrows  in  sleep, 
▼olunteered  to  retain  his  station  for  some  time 
longer,  and  daylight  still  found  him  at  his  post; 
though  by  this  time  the  wind  had  lulled  by 
degrees,  till  it  gradually  settled  into  a  perfect 
calm. 

^'  Upon  my  word,  Jack/'  said  the  Marquess 
who,  shortly  after  sunrise,  made  his  appear- 
ance on  deck,  clad  in  nothing  but  his  night- 
gown and  slippers,  and  carrying  a  fishing  line 
in  his  hand ;  "  upon  my  word,  Jack,  this  calm 
is  a  great  annoyance ;  I  turned  out  of  my  berth 
thinking  to  catch  a  mackerel  or  two  for  break- 
fast; but  without  a  breeze  I  would'nt  give 
much  for  our  chance ;  but  yet,  as  you  say 
sometimes,  nothing  risked,  nothing  gained,  and 
so  here  goes." 

Having  so  said,  he  threw  in  his  hook  and 
bait  and  began  unwinding  the  fishing  line  to 
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which  it  appertained  ;  when  finding  hia  attire 
but  ill  adapted  to  the  sharp  morning  air,  he 
belayed  the  line,  and,  with  a  shudder,  retreated 
hastily  below,  for  the  purpose  of  assuming  a 
dress  more  suitable  to  the  occasion.  By  the 
time  he  re-appeared  on  deck,  a  light  breeze  had 
sprung  up  from  the  west,  which,  though  as 
dead  a-head  of  their  course  as  it  could  Uow, 
was,  by  all  hands  on  board  considered  pre* 
ferable  to  the  monotony  of  the  previous 
calm;  and  the  little  cutter,  for  the  Dolphin 
was  scarcely  forty  tons,  displayed  her  good 
qualities  in  sailing  close  hauled  upon  a  wind, 
very  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  owner, 
who,  when  he  had  dispatched  a  very  hearty 
breakfast,  and  rallied  his  companion  on  his 
unusual  abstinence,  again  resumed  fishing, 
in  which,  though  unsuccessful  for  several  hours, 
he  continued  with  most  praiseworthy  assiduity, 
talking  away  all  the  time  with  Jack,  who  had 
again  taken  the  helm,  till,  at  last,  stopping 
short  with  a  sudden  start  in  the  middle  of  om 
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of  his  stories,  he  hauled  away  upon  bis  line,  aod 
soon  succeeded  in  throwing  a  fine  mackerel  upon 
the  deck.   After  this  the  fish  began  to  bite  more 
freely,  and  Jack,  who  was  as  ardent  a  fisherman 
ashisfriend,  resigned  the  tiller  to  oneof  the  crew, 
and  entering  fully  into  the  sport  for  a  short 
spaoe  of  time,  seemed  to  forget  all  his  troubles.. 
Now,  as  the  breeze  continued,  the  yacht, 
favoured  by  the  tide,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
hours  had   made  some  progress  to  the  west- 
ward ;  when,  as  they  were^ standing  in  towards 
the  land,  the  Marquess  directed  his  companion's 
attention  to  a  building  on  shore,  which  he  said 
belonged  to  his  uncle,  Lord  Biddlestone,  and  as 
the  tide  would  soon  turn  against  them,  he  pro- 
posed anchoring  the  vessel  off  there,  whilst  .he 
went  on  shore  to  beat  up  his  uncle's  quarters. 
'*  A  very  good  fellow  is  Biddlestone,  I  assure 
you.  Jack,"  he  said,  *^  and  just  the  sort  of  man 
I  know  you'd  like.    Besides  your  friends.  Lady 
Maxy  and  Lady  Jane  Gerald  are  staying  there 
to  comfort  him. — ^Poor  fellow,  he  lost  his  wife 


240  THE  THREE  BTUDSITTS.    . 

not  long  ago,  and  I  believe  he  feek  it  a  good 
deaL 

*^  His  nieces,  the  Miss  Geralds,  are  stay- 
ing with  him  also^  are  they  not  T*  interrupted 
Jack. 

''Yes,  they  are,''  answered  the  Marquess* 
'^but  Pm  grieved  to  say,"  added  he,  ^'that 
Emily  Gerald's  mind  is  in  a  state  that  causes 
her  family  the  greatest  anxiety.  I  felt  re- 
luctant to  mention  this  circumstance  to  you 
before;  but  such  nevertheless  is  the  fact 
'*  You  have,  I  dare  say,  hDard  all  about  her  and 
young  Arundell  ?" 

Jack  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

''  Well,  poor  girl,"  continued  the  Mar- 
quess, ^*  she  refused  me  for  his  sake;  but 
however  that  has  little  or  nothing  to  do 
with  what  I'm  now  going  to  tell  you.  It 
is  this;  though  perfectly  in  her  senses  on 
every  other  subject,  she  has  lately  taken 
a  fancy  into  her  head  that  Arundell  is 
still  alive ;  which  impression  I  am  grieved  to 
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hear  seemB  daily  to  be  gaining  ground.  Poor 
dear  girl,  I  pity  her  from  my  heart,  indeed  I 
do.  Ah  I  Jack,"  he  continued,  after  a  mo^ 
mentary  pause,  *^  could  I  have  gained  her  af- 
fections  I  should  have  been  a  very  different 
oaan  from  what  I  have  been.  But  that's 
past  now,  and  can't  be  helped ;  and,  I  trust, 
Tm  beginning  to  sicken  of  my  follies,  which  to 
confess  the  simple  truth,  have  been  often  more 
{trompted  by  vanity  than  inclination.  But,  I 
say,"  added  he,  brightening  up  suddenly, 
**  Harriet  is  grown  up  a  very  pretty  girl,  isn't 
she?  None  of  that  abominable  affectation  I 
so  utterly  detest  Yes,  little  cousin  Harriet 
really  is  a  very  nice  little  girl,  and  a  very—  " 

Here  he  stopped  short,  for  n  fishing  lead  of 
some  four  or  fine  pounds  weight  he  had  been  amus- 
ing himself  with  tossing  up  and  otching  again, 
during  the  latter  part  of  this  discourse,  at  that 
moment  slipped  through  his  fingers  and  pounced 
down  upon  one  of  his  feet,  which  caused  him 
to  hop  about  the  deck  upon  one   leg,  for  a 

VOL.   II.  M 


242  THE   THREE  BTUDENTSr 

minute  or  two  ;  and  nlthough  the  injury 
amounted  only  to  a  slight  hmise,  which  was 
almost  instantly  forgotten,  it  still  serred  to 
divert  bis  mind  from  the  pievioos  subject 
which  was  not  again  resumed.  Very  shortly 
afterwards  indeed  the  yessel  had  approached 
so  near  the  shore  that  by  the  assistance  of  a 
telescope  they  could  clearly  discern  two  female 
figures  walking  on  the  sands  beneath  the  clifis, 
whom  they  instantly  recognised  as  Emily  and 
Harriet  Gerald.  The  anchor  was  let  go,  and 
shortly  after  our  voyagers  had  the  pleasure  of 
joining  these  young  ladies  on  the  beach. 

At  first  Jack  did  not  see  anything  in  Emily's 
manner  that  indicated  any  aberration  of  mind, 
but  scarcely  had  the  greetings  of  parties  mutu- 
ally pleased  at  meeting  each  other  passed 
away,  than  he  began  to  remark  that  she  be- 
trayed an  unusual  degree  of  excitement, 
whilst  the  anxious  looks  with  which  her  sister 
regarded  her,  told  but  too  plainly  that  there 
Was  cause  for  deep  anxiety  on  her  account. 
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^'  Oh !  how  delighted  my  dear  aunts  will  be 
to  see  you,''  said  she,  as  she  turned  with  Jack 
to  proceed  towards  the  house,  which  she  did  at 
80  rapid  a  rate  as  soon  to  leave  her  sister,  who 
had  dropped  back  with  the  Marquess,  some 
distance  behind  them.  And  then  slackening 
her  pace,  she  talked  very  rationally  about  her 
aunts,  and  how  much  pleasure  she  took  in  her 
little  nephews  and  nieces.  When,  stopping 
suddenly,  and  placing  her  hand  before  her 
eyes,  as  if  for  the  purpose  of  excluding  all  ex- 
t^nal  objects  from  her  view  that  might  dis^ 
tract  her  attention  whilst  endeavouring  to 
collect  her  scattered  ideas,  she  at  length  asked 
Jack  abruptly  how  long  it  was  since  they  had 
last  met ;  and  when  he  told  her  it  was  but  a 
few  weeks  since  she  testified  great  surprise* 

**  But  a  few  weeks  do  you  say?"  she  ex- 
claimed ;  **  I  thought  years  had  passed  away 
since  then  ;'*  and  walking  on  as  before  she  re- 
sumed, though  more  as  if  thinking  aloud  than 
addressing  any  one.  ^'  No,  it  can^t  be  very  long^ 
M  3 
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there  has  been  no  winter  since, and  the  trees  were 
but  then  bursting  their  buds,  and  not  a  leaf 
has  yet  fallen — but  I  forget  sadly,  and  time 
passes  so  slowly  now^  that  to  me  weeks  seem 
as  years,  and  months  as  ages.'^  Then  suddenly 
changing  the  subject,  she  inquired  if  Jack  was 
acquainted  with  her  uncle  Lord  Riddlestone, 
and  on  his  replying  in  the  negative,  she  con- 
tinued— "  Then  I  must  introduce  you  myself, 
Vm  sure  you  will  like  each  other;  he  is  such  a 
dear  kind-hearted  man,  so  kind  indeed,  that  if  I 
happen  to  walk  out  alone,  as  I  often  do,  he  is 
sure  to  send  some  one  to  be  near  me  lest  any 
harm  should  befal  me.  But  yet  he  never 
seems  to  think  that  Harriet  can  run  into  any 
danger,  and  such  a  giddy,  thoughtless  little 
thing  as  she  used  to  b3  too.  I  can't  account 
for  it.  It's  strange,  is  it  not  ?  very  strange  ?*' 
and  this  she  again  repeated  several  times  in 
an  under  tone  to  herself. 

Jack  was  so  shocked  at  pereeiving  the  awful 
inroads  sorrow  had  nmde  upon    her    reason» 
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that  he  scarcely  knew  ho>v  to  reply  to  her 
queetioD.  Thk  she  did  not  seem  to  lieed,  bat 
almost  inbtantly  resumed: 

*'  Well,  I  am  so  glad  my  cousin  BadJington 
has  at  length  found  a  rational  person  to  asso^ 
ciate  with,  for  I've  a  great  regard  for  him,  and 
I  attribute  all  his  failings  to  the  bad  company 
he  has  too  often  fallen  in  with.     You  know  ho 
is  a  near  relation,  and  Tve  known  him  long, 
and  believe  him  to  be  a  most  generous,  open- 
hearted  fellow,  and  shall  ever  have  a  sincere 
friendship    for    him  ;     but     nothing    more — 
nothing  more  i^   and  this  she  again  repeated 
several  times  as  if  expressing  her    thoughts 
aloud.     After  a  momentary   pause   she    con- 
tinued    ^  But  why  should  I  conceal   why  I 
could  nut  love  Baddiagton?     Ought  I  to  feel 
€(hame    at   acknowledging    my    love    for   the 
noblest  man   that  ever  breathed?     No,   it  is 
my   greatest  pride  that  I  can  love   my  dear 
Charles,    as  he    deserves    to  be  loved;    and 
though  he  stays  away  so  long,  it's  from  no  un- 
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kindness  on  his  part^  and  I  shall  see  hiiD 
again  before  I  die,  I  know  I  shall,  for  he 
promised  me  heM  come ;  and  he  would 
never  break  bis  word.  Yes,  he'll-  come; 
bttt  months,  many  months  must  pass  away- 
first."  Whilst  thus  speaking  she  had  fixed 
her  eyes  on  the  sands,  but  suddenly  rais* 
ing  them,  and  looking  towards  our  hero,  she 
read  in  his  countenance  how  vain  he  thought 
her  hopes,  when  suddenly  interrupting  him  as- 
ke  was  about  to  speak,  she  exclaimed  — *'  Oh 
don't — pray  don't  for  mercy's  sake  try  to  con* 
vince  me  that  all  my  fondest  hopes  are  but  a 
creature  of  my  frenzied  brain.  I  know  they 
all  think  so — and  sometimes  I'm  almost  per-* 
suaded  of  it  myself.  If  it  be  an  illusion,  it  is 
but  kind  to  let  me  indulge  in  it;  for  it  is  the 
only  solace  this  wide  world  can  now  ofier  to 
compensate  for  long  and  weary  days  of  sorrow 
passed,  aud  still  to  come.  And  yet  they  say 
that  grief  can  break  the  heart,  and  then  we 
die.    But  'tis  not  so,  or    mine  would   ha^e 
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broken  long  ere  this,  and  the  etill  grave  have 
covered  all  my  woes.  No — no — sorrow  fires 
the  brain  and  pierces  to  the  very  heart's  core. 
But  it  kills  not — and  we  live  on — and,  like 
the  crushed  worm,  endure — ^' 

Here  she  burst  into  tears,  whilst  our  hero, 
to  ccnfess  the  truth,  found  great  difficulty  in 
preventing  himself  from  giving  vent  to  those 
feelings,  which,  if  not  discreditable  to  the 
sterner  nature  of  man,  very  few  are  to  be  found 
who  are  not  ashamed  of  exhibiting. 

And  she  etill  kept  walking  on  sometimes 
rapidly,  ^and  sometimes  suddenly  slackening 
her  speed  to  almost  a  snairs  pace,  when  stop- 
ping suddenly,  she  placed  her  hand  on  our 
hero's  arm,  and  said  in  a  marked  and  solemn 
tone  that  startled  him : 

*'  It  must  be  told,  or  my  swelling  heart 
will  burst.  Oh!  the  weary  days  and  nights 
that  have  passed  away  since  I  have  been  long- 
ing to  meet  you,  that  I  might  tell  you  all--for 
then  I  knew  my  mind  would  be  at  rest.    I 
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haye  thought  it  over  day  after  day,  and  mght 
after  night  You  were  bis  friend,  and  he  loved 
jou  as  if  you^d  been  bis  iMrother,  and  he  used 
to  talk  80  muoh  about  you.  Oh!  how  I've 
wished  to  converse  with  you  about  himt ;  but 
they  told  me  I  mustn't  do  so,  and  I  wouldn't 
grieve  them  for  worlds.  But  I  saw  him,  yes, 
as  plainly  as  I  now  see  you  standing 
here.  Nay,  donH  start  and  look  surprised, 
for  it's  quite  true — I  was  lying  wide  awake 
— ^for  I  sleep  but  little  now — ^he  seemed 
thin  and  sunburnt,  and  was  dad  almost  in 
rags,  but  as  like  a  gentleman  as  ever.  Then 
he  smiled  upon  me,  oh  I  so  kindly,  and  said  I 
must  grieve  for  him  no  more,  for  that  he  was 
alive  and  well,  and  would  soon  return  r  and 
then  he  seemed,  by  degrees,  to  fade  away  like 
a  dissolving  mist,  till  I  oould  disoern  ilothing 
but  the  vacant  space  his  loved  image  had  just 
before  filled,  which  I  oontinued  to  gsse  upon 
till  blinded  by  my  tears,  all  seemed  involved  in 
darkness—  I  can't  tell  how  it  was,''  she  added 
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after  a  short  pause,  ''  but  it  so  clianced  that  I 
suddenly  fell  fast  asleep,  and  when  I  awoke 
again,  I  thought  at  first  It  had  been  but  a 
dreain ;  and  so  indeed  I  imagined  for  several 
days  after,  tili  at  length  I  recollected  that  I 
was  wide  awfJce  at  the  time,  and  that  all  was 
real  But  yet  it  seems  strange,  does  it  not, 
that  I  should  ever  have  fancied  it  to  be  but  a 
dream  P  But  you  see  my  memory  is  sometimes 
rather  confused,  and  has  sadly  wandered  to-day. 
Yet,  now  that  Vve  told  you  what  has  been  so 
long  upon  my  mind,  I  feel  as  if  I  had  gotten 
rid  of  a  load  that  was  always  pressing  me 
down;  for  thinking  of  this  one  dear  subject 
so  continually,  has  sometimes  made  me  forget- 
ful of  all  that  is  passing  around  me.  But  it's 
all  passed  now^  I  shall  soon  feel  quitetranquil 
and  composed,  so  don't  hint  a  word  about  what 
his  passed  between  us,  for  they  think  I'm  so 
much  better  now." 

This  Jack  readily  assented  to,  and  knowing 
how  vain  it  then  was  to  attempt  to  reasan  her 
M  5 
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out  of  the  fallacy  by  which   her  mind  wM 
mialed,  he  tried  to  tarn  the  converaation  into  a 
different  channel,  by  remai^ng    that    Lord 
Baddingtpn  and  her  sister  were  approaching 
the  hoase  by  a  path  up  the  Cliff,  which  they 
had  abready  passed,   to  which  she   answered, 
that  the  road  they  were  pursuing,  though  the 
longest,  was  the  least  fatiguing;  and  then  they 
talked  upon  general  matters  of   conversation 
till  arriving  within  afeAr  yards  of  the  houie 
they  were  met  by  Lord  Siddlestone,  who  had 
just  returned  from  his  ride.     He  received  Jack 
in  the  most  cordial  manner,  said  he  was  an  old 
College  friend  of  his  deceased  fatlier ;  inquired 
in  the  kindest  terms  after  his  grand-mother, 
(our  worthy  Mrs.  Price);   and  expressed  the 
greatest  satisfaction  at  making  our  hero's  ac« 
quaintance. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  passed 
away  to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of  all  I  not 
once  afterwards  did  Emily  exhibit  any  ex- 
traordiniury    (|egree   of   excitement,   and   no 
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t^asQal  observer  would  have  detected  the  drei  1* 
i'al  malady  under  which  she  was  labouring.  Ab  for 
little  Harriet,  she  seemed  by  no  meand  dis- 
pleased with  the  society  of  her  rattling  cousin, 
who  being  in  high  spirits  enlivened  the  whole 
party  >  so  that  the  aunts  at  last  began  to 
think  their  nephew,  and  not  our  hero,  might 
have  been  the  cause  of  their  little  niece's 
blushes,  which  had  given  them  so  much  un- 
easiness, and  bad  suggested  to  them',  the  pro- 
priety of  so  speedily  removing  her  out  of  harm's 
way. 

Whether  it  was  so  or  not,  the  young  lady 
herself  never  explained;  neither  do  we, 
although  in  the  secret,  at  present  intend  to  do  so. 
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CHAPTER    XVIIl 


SHOWS  THAT  JUSTLY  MERITED  FAME  IN  AN 
ANCESTOR  MAT  PROVE  A  SOURCE  OF  DEEP 
MORTIFICATION   TO   HIS  DESCENDANTS. 


The  Dobson  family  were  exceedingly  annoyed 
at  the  contempt  with  which  Mr.  Vanbronner 
had  been  pleased  to  treat  them  at  the  Long- 
passage  ball,  which  they,  on  their  parts,  were 
determined  should  not  pass  unavenged.  The 
very  next  morning  therefore  they  set  their 
heads  together  to  devise  upon  some  scheme  to 
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carry  their  Tengeance  into  effect,  which  they 
were  not  long  in  arranging  to  their  entire  satis^ 
faction.  They  well  knew  the  most  vulnerable 
point  upon  which  they  could  assail  their  adver- 
sary was  through  the  medium  of  the  inventions 
of  his  deceased  father;  consequently  it  was  ar- 
ranged that  something  between  a  puff  and  an 
advertisement  should  be  concocted  and  inserted 
not  only  in  the  Longpassage  Gazette,  and 
CouDty  Mercury5  but  also  in  some  of  the 
principal  West  of  Englaud  Newspapers,  they 
having  learnt,  throngh  the  medium  of  Billy 
Twaddle,  that  Mr.  Vanbrunner  intended  very 
shortly  to  visit  some  of  his  acquaintance  in 
that  part  of  the  kingdom. 

This  advertisement — the  production  of  the 
united  genius  of  the  Dobson  family  ran  as 
follows : 

**  Jansen  Vanbrunnerj  Esquire,  more  gener* 
ally  known  to  the  world  as  the  celebrated 
Doctor  Jansen  Vanbrunner,  who  has  acquired 
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80  mach  justly  merited  fame  as  the  iaveutor  of 
the  truly  valuable  and  never  Bufficiently-to-be- 
appreciated  worm  cakes,  and  highly  concea- 
trated  farinaceous  food  for  infants,  purposes  in 
the  course  of  the  following  week  to  commence 
a  professional  tour  through  the  counties  of 
Devon  and  ComwalL  Although  the  learned 
Doctor  has  long  since  realised  a  sufficient  for- 
tune to  enable  him  to  travel  in  his  owo  carriage 
and  to  support  an  almost  prince-like  establish* 
menty  yet  such  are  his  feelings  of  disinterested 
philanthropy!  that  he  has  no  objection  to  give 
advice  at  2s.  6d.  per  case,  or  even  gratis  to 
any  one  who  will  purchase  a  box  of  his  invala* 
able  vermifuge,  which  i:^  sold  in  boxes  from 
3s.  6d.  to  half  a  guinea  each.  Doctor  Jansen 
Vanbrunner  is  expected  to  be  at  the  White 
Hart  Inn  Launceston  in  the  course  of  a  fisw 
days,  but  as  his  stay  must  necessarily  be  very 
short,  persons  desirous  of  consulting  him  are 
requested  to  attend  as  early  as  possiblOi 
**  N.   B.  —  Doctor    Jansen    Vanbrunner'i 
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highly  concentrated  farinaceous  food  for  infants 
will  be  found  a  real  treasure  to  mothers  who 
are  unable  to  afford  that  aliment  l^hich  nature 
demands,  and  which  nothing  else  but  Doctor 
Jansen  Vanbrunner's  highly  concentrated 
farinaceous  food  for  infants  can  supply. 
*'  All  are  counterfeits  unless  signed. 

"JANSEN  VANBRUNNER." 


Notv  Mr,  Vanbrunner,  in  happy  ignorance 
of  all  the  mischief  that  was  plotting  against 
him,  having  committed  the  management  of  his 
household  affairs  at  Langton  Grove  to  t^e 
care  of  his  eldest  daughter,  Miss  Vanbrunner, 
a  young  lady  prim  and  sedate,  far  beyond 
her  years,  set  off  on  his  journey  towards  Corn-  - 
wall.  On  this  journey  he  was  accompanied  by 
his  wife,  the  Lady  Mary  Ann  Vanbrunner 
and    his   two  younger    daughters— two   very 
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Stumpy,  awkward,  and  unntereeting  young 
ladies;  baying  neither  appearance  or  even 
manners  to  recommend  them.  The  Litter,  in* 
deed,  was  not  very  much  to  be  wondered  at, 
for  having  been  brought  up  by  their  father  to 
look  down  with  scorn  and  contempt  upon  their 
governess,  and  not  being  permitted  to  associate 
with  any  young  persons  of  their  own  station 
in  life,  but  whom  Vanbrunner  considered  as 
their  inferiors— the  only  society  left  them  was 
that  of  the  menial  servants,  whose  ideas, 
and  manner,  they  had  so  strongly  imbibed,  as 
to  impress  minds  naturally  low  and  narrow, 
with  that  enduring  rust  of  vulgarity,  which  no 
human  power  can  obliterate —Instruction  well 
applied,  and  mixing  often  with  polished  society 
may  do  much  towards  rubbing  off  some  per* 
tion  of  the  rough  external  coating,  but  can 
never  eradicate  the  corroded  mass  beneath. 

The  ostensible  object  of  Mr.  Vanbrunnei^s 
excursion  into  Cornwall  was  to  try  the  effect 
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diange  of  air  might  produce  on  Lady  Mary 
Ann's  health,  which  had  long  been  in  a  declin- 
ing state.  Her  son,  Mr.  Gerald  Vanbronner, 
had  therefore,  gone  previously  into  that  part 
of  the  world  to  procure  suitable  accommoda- 
tions for  their  reception,  which  they  had  been 
informed  were  not  always  to  be  obtained  in  a 
Cornish  watering  place  ;  and  Mr.  Gerald  had 
been  sucoessfnl,  and  had  written  to  his  family 
to  that  effect ;  having  procured  lodgings,  such  as 
they  were,  in  a  small  fishing  village  on  the  north- 
ern coast  in  that  county,  in  which  place  it  seems 
Miss  Emily  Arundell  also  intended  to  take  up 
her  residence  for  a  few  weeks  during  the  summer 
The  whole,  therefore,  was  a  deep  laid  scheme ; 
Mr.  Vanbrunner's  sole  object  in  going  into 
Cornwall,  having  all  along  been  to  make  up  a 
match  between  his  son  and  the  rich  Cornish 
heiress;  a  proceeding  the  affection  he  bore 
towards  his  son  had  very  little  to  do  with, 
for  Vanbrunner  cared  little  for  any  living  soul 
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on  earth,  save  himself,  yet  he  felt  sexisible 
that  a  connection  like  that  he  was  then  seeking 
would,  by  giving  considerable  importance  to 
bis  hitherto  insignificant  heir  apparent — add  in 
some  measure  to  his  own— So  much,  indeed,  had 
he  set  his  mind  upon  this  contemplated  union 
speedily  taking  place,  that  he  felt  much  more 
annoyed  at  the  delays  incurred  by  the  slow 
rate  of  travelling,  the  delicate  state  of  his 
wife's  health  rendered  necessary,  than  of  all 
the  fatigues  and  suffering  she  underwent,  whioh 
were  far  from  inconsiderable;  yet  she  never 
uttered  one  word  of  complaint,  for  though 
named  Yanbrunner,  selfishness  formed  no  part 
of  her  character.  But  when  the  party  reached 
Exeter,  exhausted  nature  gave  way,  so  that 
her  pursuing  the  journey  for  several  days 
at  least,  was  pronounced  to  be  wholly  out 
of  the  question.  Yanbrunner,  however,  was 
determined  to  go  on  at  all  events,  and  lest  he 
might  be  detained  on  the  road,  sent  forward 
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directions  to  have  post-horses  at  the  different 
stages  in  readiness  against  his  arrival ;  and  on 
the  following  day,  at  an  early  hour,  he  set  out 
on  his  route  alone --leaving  his  sick  wife  to  the 
care  of  her  daughters,  at  the  old  London  inn^ 
in  Exeter. 

Nothing  worth  recording  took  place  till  jMn 
Yanbrunner  reached  the  ancient  town  of  Laun^ 

0 

ceston,  where  his  well  arranged  carriage,  drawn 
by  four  post-horses,  attracted  the  admiration 
ofa  group  of  persons  assembled  around  the  front 
of  the  principal  inn  at  which  the  equipage 
drew  up.  Hisfamein  fact  had  arrived  before  liim, 
for  it  seems  his  father's  vermifuges  hadacquired 
great  celebrity  among  the  good  folks  of  that  most 
ancient  town,  many  of  whom  in  their  youth 
had  found  the  benefit  of  their  salutary  proper- 
ties. Having  been  in  daily  expectation  of  the 
supposed  doctor's  arrival,  in  consequence  of 
the  advertisement,  which  was  confirmed  by 
Mr.  Yanbrunner's  order  for   the  post-horses, 
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the  inn  was  perfectly  thronged  with  persons 
desironsof  consultingthelearneditincrant.  Van- 
brunner  himself,  as  yet  wholly  in  the  dark  about 
this  matter,  strutted  pompously  into  the  house, 
at  the  entrance  of  which  he  was  politely  re- 
ceived by  the  master  and  mistress,  the  former 
bowing,  and  the  latter  curtsying  rubbing  her 
hands  and  doing  the  civil,  attended  by  every 
male  domestic  and  tidily  dressed  female  in  the 
establishment.  So  pleased  was  Mr.  Vanbruu- 
ner  at  this  marked  deference,  as  in  some  mea- 
sure to  relax  the  haughty  manner  he  usaally 
maintained ;  but  which  he  resumed  the  instant 
he  perceived  a  score  or  two  of  little  girls  and 
boys,  who,  under  the  superintendence  of  two 
or  three  aged  ladies,  were  drawn  up  in  a  line 
on  each  side  of  the  passage,  and  who  made  him 
their  very  best  bows  and  curtsies,  as  he  passed 
through  them.  The  Vanbrunners  all  hated 
children,  and  made  no  scruple  of  expressing 
these    sentiments;    so   without    noticing    the 
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Balutations  of  the  little  folks,  otherwise  than 
by  contracting  his  brows  to  a  se.vere  frown,  as 
if  he  considered  their  presence  an  unwarrantable 
intrusion,  he  brushed  quickly  past ;  and  being 
shown  into  the  best  room  in  the   bousCj  he 
threw  himself  sullenly  into  an  easy  chair  and 
then  ordered  a  glass  of  sherry  and  a  biscuit. 
^'  At  what  time,  sir  ?"  inquired  the  waiter,  as 
he  brought  in  the  wine  and  biscuits,  '^  at  what 
time,  sir,  do  you  wish  to  pursue  your  journey  ; 
or,   if  I'm   not   making  too   bold,  does  yout 
honour's  wors^hip  intend  to  remain  here  for  the 
night  ?    Misses  has  ordered  the  best  bed  to  be 
got  ready,  in  case  you  should  like  to  stop/* 

"  Certainly  not;"  answered  Vanbrunner, 
'*  order  the  horses  to  be  put  to  instantly." 

"But,  sir,  you're  not  going  to  continney 
your  journey  hiiumediately,  is  your  honour?" 
asked  the  man  in  no  small  amazement. 

"  Yes,  I  am,  most  assuredly,"  answered  Van- 
brunner, ^^  and  I  insist  upon  it  that  you  order 
the  horses  to  be  put  to  thi^;  instant." 
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*'  But,  Sir,''  continued  the  servant,  "  there's 
ft  power  of  people  outside  come  on  purpose  to 
ax  your  advice.  There^s  the  two  Miss  Frys, 
Mrs.  and  Miss  Smith,  and  Master  Charles 
and  Master  Alexis  Smith,  and  Miss  Ann  Smith, 
and  Miss  Jane  Smith,  and  Miss  Nancy  Clut- 
terbuck,  and  Mrs.  Dawkins,  and  ever  so  many 
more— Then  there's  the  national  school  com* 
mittee,  as  have  raised  the  money  by  subscript 
tion  to  buy  some  of  the  stuff  for  the  children, 
they're  a  waiting  outside,  ever  so  many  of 
em',  children  and  all — and  then  there's  Mrs. 
Wilkins  with  her  little  boy,  what's  been  bad 
so  long,  and  nobody  can  tell  what's  the  matter 
with  'un;  and  there's  the  little  girl  from  the 
chaney  shop,  and  the  young  gentleman  in  at 
the  bank  next  door." 

**iellow?"  inquired  Mr.  Vanbrunner,  im* 
patiently,  *'what  on  earth  can  any  of  those 
people  want  of  mc,  not  one  of  whom  I  ever 
saw  or  heard  of  in  the  whole  course  of  my 
existence?" 
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*'  I  *8po8e  'tis  in  consequence  of  the  had- 
▼ertisemeDt,"  continued  the  man,  handing  over 
a  newspaper  to  Mr.  Vanbninner,  and  directing 
Bis  attention  to  the  column  containing  the  obnoxi- 
ous paragraph —the  contents  of  which  latter  he 
glanced  over  with  as  mucfi  horror  depicted  in 
his  countenance,  as  if  he  there  read  the  accu- 
sation of  crimes  as  heinous  as  could  be  laid  to 
the  charge  of  man.  This  the  servant  did  not 
notice^  he  being  engaged  in  adjusting,  or  rather 
in  pretending  to  adjust  something  out  of  place 
—probably  as  an  excuse  for  remaining  longer 
in  the  room.  Presuming  therefore  again  to 
address  Mr.  Yanbrunner,  he  continued,  ^^  and 
so,  sir,  you  see  as  it  wasn't  like/rom  what  the 
paper  says  you'd  make  any  long  stay,  master 
^nt  out  to  let  all  the  folks  know  what  time 
you  was  like  to  be  here,  as  soon  as  ever  he  re- 
ceived your  orders  about  the  bosses;  and 
master  hisself  says  your  what's-a-names  did  he 
a  power  of  good  when  he  was  a  little  boy— 
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iudeetl  he  takes  ^em  now  sometimes,  &Dd  ^l 
but  t'other  day—" 

Here  thfi   waiter's    obiervationa   were 
short  by  a  deep  and  bi  ter  curae  from  1 
brunner,  who,  having  read  through  the  p 
graph,  with  a  couutenaQce  pale  mnd  disto 
with    paaeion^   was    wreaking    his   venge 
upon  the  offending  newspaper — which  he 
to  pieces,  and  stamped  on  with  the  fierce 
of  a  maDifiCy  m  they  lay  in  scattered  fragm 
disper^etl  about  the   floor — and  then  rus 
furiously  out   of  the    house j  in    a  state 
dering     upon    frenzy,  he  threw    himself 
his   carriage,    with    no    very  charitable    1 
ing€  towards    the  good    people   of  Laun 
too,  for  the  dire  offence  they  had  been  gtj 
of  10  mistaking  liini  for  Ijis  own  father — wl 
uU     who     had    witnessed    hie    strange    i 
duct  J  believed  hiiu  to  be  out  of  bis  senses 
much  so  Indeed  that  a  stout  gcntlemati^  i 
was  passing  by   at   the  timef  with  a  fill 
pannier  over  his  shoulder,  and  a  fishing  ro< 
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hU  hand,  but  whose  name  and  vocation  we 
have  been  unable  to  learn,  ventured  to 
suggeflt  to  Mr.  Vanbrunner's  domestics  the 
propriety  of  driving  on  to  Bodmin,  and  de- 
positing their  master  in  the  County  Lunatic 
Asylum  there  ;  but  the  servants  told  the  stout 
gentleman  to  mind  his  own  business,  in  terms 
not  the  most  polite,  and  the  horses  being  at 
last  put  to,  the  earria^e  again  drove  off  to 
Vaiibrunner's  no  small  relief. 

The  rest  of  the  journey  lay  principally 
through  very  indifferent  cross  roads  over  which 
it  is  unnecessary  we  should  travel.  Suffice  it 
to  say  that  nothing  remarkable  occurred  be- 
yond some  severe  joltings,  which  even  the  well 
arranged  springs  of  his  travelling  car- 
riage were  insufficient  to  prevent,*  and  at  the 
expiration  of  four  hours,  a  distance  of  twenty 
miles  being  accomplished,  Mr.  Yanbrunner 
arrived  at  the  place  of  his  destination.  His 
thoughts,  during  this  interval,  had  been  of  no 
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very  pleasing  kind;   for  t^e  .mortification 

be   had   given   the  IJabeons,   their  newspj 

attack    had   mast   amply    avenged.     But 

never  for  a    moment   stisp^'Cted  them    to 

the  authors  of  it.     From  the  verj  first  he  c 

tQ  fancy  that  Jack  was  at   the  bottom  of 

plot,  and  he  swore  bitti^rly  that  he  would  I 

no    means  untried    to    gratify    bis    reve 

Before  this  his  conduct  towards  our  bero 

been  merely  actuated  by  the  envious  feelinj 

a  little   mind,    which   the   accidental   cin 

stance  of  the  Price    family    being    more 

£(pected  than   his  own  had    excited;    but 

instant  be  supposed  Jack  to  be  the  auth 

his  present  vexation  be  hated  bim  with  a 

terness  of  heart,  £ew  human  minds  are  ca 

of.    He  conceived  that  he  had  received  a  g 

oui  injury,  and  was  determined  that  still 

grievous  should  be  his  vengeance.     Man; 

many  were  the  stratagenia  he  tried  to  hat 

bring  down  destruction  not  to  our  hero'i 

but  to  his  character :  a  mode  of  revengCi 
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suited  to  the  coward's  mind,  who,  safe  from 
personal  risk,  inflicts  wounds,  the  assassin's 
deadly  stroke  is  ofttimes  mercy  to.  But 
before  he  had  fixed  upon  any  precise  plan, 
after  rattling  through  an  extremely  dirty 
village  swarming  with  children,  poultry,  and 
pigs ;  the  latter  of  which  marched  grunting 
by  with  as  independent  an  air  as  an 
operative  passes  a  gentleman  in  any  of  our 
Manufacturing  Districts,  the  carriage  drew 
up  in  front  of  a  mean  looking  dwelling,  which 
Mn  Yanbmnner  was  much  surprised  to  find 
was  to  be  his  new  abode. 


N  3 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


A  COH8ULTATION  BELATIVB  TO  A  PBOJECTEP 
MABRTAGE,  IN  WHICH  SOME  IMPOBTANT  MAT- 
TBB8  BELATIVB  TO  OUB  HABBATIVB  ARE 
DISCUSSEIX 


**  Confound  it,  Gerald,  what  on  earth  could 
have  induced  you  to  engage  such  a  hovel  as 
this  ?"  exclaimed  Mr.  Vanbmnncr,  addressing 
his  son  as  he  entered  the  principal  apartment  of 
his  new  lodgings,  and  cast  his  eyes  around. 
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first  on  the  old-fashioned  and  ill-assorted  fur- 
niture, then  on  the  floor  covered  with  a  patched- 
op  drugget,  and  then  upon  the  damp-stained 
walls,  graced  with  small  prints  in  black  wooden 
frames,  depicting  some  of  the  leading  incidi^nti! 
in  the  parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son,  in  which 
all  the  characters  were  represented  in  the  Eu* 
ropean  costume  of  about  a  century  ago;  nor 
must  we  omit  also  to  mention  four  coloured 
prints,  intended  to  represent  the  four  seasons, 
in  which  a  gentleman  with  powdered  hair  and  a 
monstrous'pigtail,  arrayed  in  a  swallow  tailed  blue 
coat,  brass  buttons,  buff  tights  and  hessians,  was 
escorting  a  lady  arrayed  in  a  red  spencer,  and 
▼ery  short  in  the  waist,  with  a  scanty  ycUow 
gown  below,  formed  the  most  conspicuous 
figures.  ^'  Upon  my  life,  Gerald,"  he  con- 
tinued, **  this  place  will  never  do  for  us/' 

"Do  or  not  do,"  answered  Mr.  Gerald, 
sullenly,  *'  it's  no  fault  of  mine ;  it's  all  Mrs. 
Tremaine's  doing,  and  what's  more,  she  takes 
no  small  degree  of  credit  to  herself  for   the 
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address  she  has  used  in  obtaining  the  place  at 
all ;  for  I  can  assure  you  there's  nothing  better 
to  be  had  here  for  love  or  money ;  and  what's 
more  than  that  too  by  the  way.  Sir  Thomas 
Carwithen  and  Mr.  Courteney  S:nith,  and  I 
don't  know  how  many  more  people,  who,  though 
you  may  possibly  never  have  heard  of,  are 
etill  thought  mighty  great  men  hereabouts 
every  one  of  these  have  been  disappointed  that 
Mrs,  Tremaine  should  so  completely  have  ou^ 
generated  them,  as  it  seems  she  has  done." 

*^  But  do  you  mean  to  say/'  inquired  Mr. 
Vanbrunner,  ''that  any  one  having  the  slightest 
pretensions  to  respectability  would  condescend 
to  reside  in  such  a  hovel  as  this?" 

"  Yes,  I  do  mean  to  say  so,"  answered  the 
son,  "  Sir  Thomas  Carwithen  is  not  only  one 
of  the  county  members,  but  a  Tory  also :  so 
we  may  suppose  him  to  be  a  person  having 
at  least  some  pretensions  to  respectability; 
and  all  the  rest  I've  mentioned  are  consi- 
dered   quite   as  grandees  here  I    can  assure 
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you.  But  it  eeema  to  me  that  the  Cornish 
gentlemen  have  all  run  mad  upon  this  pointy 
Ahewing  a  most  extrAordlnary  propeneitj  to 
play  the  |iaupef  for  a  month  or  so  in  the  year, 
just  by  way  of  variety,  ^I  suppose  j  for  what 
other  iuducemetit  they  can  have  for  leaving 
their  sQugt  eomfbrtable  maniioiiB»  to  pig  it  away 
io  a  &€t  of  dirty  ities  by  the  sea  aide;  and  a&  for 
this  out  of  the  way  placei  ail  I  can  8ay  is^  aud 
you*ll  say  ao  too  before  you're  lie  re  long,  thiititid 
without  esceeption  the  very  dullest  hole  I  waa 
ever  in;  oothiag  in  tho  vorld  to  be  seen  from 
morn  till  night  but  craggy  cliffy  one  way,  and 
the  oceaQ  on  the  other^  turn  your  eyo^  m  what- 
evdr  direction  you  like.'* 

**Tuah!"  ioterrupled  ACr.Vanbrunner,**  what- 
ever yoa  may  tfiink,  doa*t  be  such  a  blockhead 
Ai  to  expreaa  your  opiniona.  I  trust  you  have 
had  more  sense  thau  to  let  Mist  AruadoU  hear 
you  make  uie  of  such  ejcpresiions ;  for  I  cati 
tell  you,  from  the  little  I  know  both  of  the 
people  of    Devon   and  Cornwall,  that  if  you 
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ever  drop  a  word  to  the  disparagement  of  eil 
them3cliree  or  their  re^pecLive  count ies,  ; 
have  insured  an  eaemy  for  life*  I  do  wial 
bad  occurred  to  ma  to  cautioa  yoa  on  i 
head.'* 

Quite  unnecessary^  quite  so,"  reiilied 
son  ;  *^  it  does'nt  take  long  to  find  out  that 
to  gain  their  good  graces  by  purduiug  the  c 
trary  course  I  lea¥e  mj  alone^l  kno\'r  bow 
humour  their  whima  and  prejudices  without  a 
tutoring  ou  that  score.  As  for  Miss  Arunc 
I  do  believe  I've  gulled  her  as  nicely  as  cc 
be  wished ;  for  I  pretend  to  hor  that  I  tli 
this  the  tnost  beautiful^  the  moat  deligh 
spot  in  the  whole  uQiverae— such  splendid  i 
stupendous  cliffs— such  a  wide  expanse  of  oa 
ever  varying,  yet  always  magnificent;  anJ 
that  sort  of  stuff  and  nonsense,  which  ahe  ta 
in  and  believes  every  word  of-" 

**Well,"  said  the  father,  hii  oautitena 
brightening   up  for  the  first    time  since 
arrival,  ^^coiue,  this  looks  a  little  like  advan 
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mant  in  the  lady's  good  graces  j  how  are  you 
getttog  on  in  that  quarierj  eh  !  Gerald  ?  Time 
to  think  about  the  Betdemeata^  is  it?  I  dup^ 
pose  you've  ooutrived  te  let  her  know  youVe 
to  have  everything  at  my  death?— pruperty 
unincumberedy  three  of  the  best  manord  in  the 
county,  eh? — what!  why  don't  you  answer 
me? — what  inducer  you  to  hang  down  your 
bead  and  look  so  like  a  fool  ?'' 

The  father'ri  reinai^ks  were  not  uncalled  for; 
the  §on  did  hang  down  \\U  head  and  looked  vi^ry 
like  a  fool,  and  still  mure  bo  as  he  muuibled 
out  io  reply  to  Yaubrunner's  impatient  ques- 
tioii.%  that  ML»6  Arundetl  had  decidedly  dii« 
oouraged  his  addresies,  and  that  he  waa  exceed* 
ing  diffident  of  suocese*  He  had  Indeed,  he 
siiidj  formed  an  alliance  with  the  aunt,  by  hint* 
tog  the  propriety  of  seeuriog  to  her  a  substan- 
tial sum,  or  a  handsome  aoouity,  as  she  might 
think  proper,  aa  some  alight  remuneration  for 
the  great  ciure  and  kindness  she  bad  sho^-n  her 
nieoe  during  the  set  eral  years  they  had  continued 
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to  reside  together  j  and  that  all  this  could  be  < 
at  the  same  time  as  the  marriage  aettleraenta. 
also  mentioned  that  he  had  succeeded  m  tol 
changing  her  sentiments  reapecting  Jacl 
whose  favour  she  had  before  been  exceedii 
prepossessed,  by  informing  her  that  he  waj 
unprincipled  rake,  an  incorrigible  spendtfc 
and  a  professed  gamester  "falsehoods  as  bai 
ever  were  uttered,  but  which,  as  the  foulslanc 
stated,  had  obtained  full  credence  with  the  t 
Yet  this  was  a  subject  he  soondiacgvered  hei 
not  eveu  hint  to  the  niece^  whomi  he  bad 
mortification  to  discover,  had  a  feeling  w 
thing  beyond  mere  friendly  eateem  ftir  his  i 
and  this  Mr.  Gerald  Vanbrunner  told  his  ] 

Vanbrunner,  knit  hia  browi*  bit  hia  lip, 
remained  for  some  time  in  moody  Bileace 
length  arousing  himself  Buddeuly  from 
sullen  reverie  into  which  he  had  fallen,  he 
quired  if  there  was  any  other  formidable  rii 
the  way? 

**  No,  thnt  there's  not,  Vm  oertain^  re] 
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the  son,  '^  beoaase  J  happen  to  knov^  she  has 
peremptorilj  refused  the  offers  of  all  her  Cornish 
cousins,  and  lots  of  others  fron^  all  the  marriage- 
able men  of  three  surrounding  countries,  and 
all,  as  Mrs.  Tremaine  informs  me,  for  the  sake 
of  that  young  fellow  Price,  who  seems  to  take 
the  matter  mighty  coolly,  just  as  if  he  could 
have  her  whenever  he  finds  it  convenient  to 
say  so." 

*^  But  ril  take  care  that  convenient  time 
shall  never  arrive,'*  said  Vanbrunner ;  •*  Til 
displace  him  by  some  means  or  other,  fail  or 
fbui,  I  care  not ;  she  must,  she  shall  be  pre- 
judiced against  him.  Calumnies  oft  times 
repeated,  though  disbelieved  at  first,  are  sure  to 
obtain  some  credit  in  the  end ;  and  if  she  be- 
lieves but  the  slightest  tittle  of  the  slander 
with  which  Til  blast  his  name,  and  does  not 
utterly  despise  the  man,  she  must  be  made  of 
different  stuff  from  the  rest  of  her  sex.     Oh  I 

ru " 

*'  Stay  sir,  stay,"  interrupted  the  son,  **  and 
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don't  express  yourself  quite  so  loudly ;  walls 
have  sometimes  ears.** 

Vanbrunner  looked  around  alarmed,  till  re- 
assured by  his  son  that  there  ^as  no  immediate 
cause  for  this  fear,  there  being  then  only  one  old 
woman  in  the  house,  and  she  as  deaf  as  a  post, 
eveiy  one  else,  Vanbrunner's  attendants  and 
all,  haying  been  dispatched  in  different  direc- 
tions to  procure  certain  indispensable  articles 
the  ill-furnished  lodging  failed  to  afford,  and 
which  there  was  little  chance  of  the  yillage 
supplying.  Oerald  then  ventured  to  assure 
his  father  that  his  plan  was  too  dangerous, 
and  certain  to  prove  unsuccessfuL  *'  I  tried 
it  on  pretty  hard  myself,"  he  sud,  ''pretend- 
ing  1  did'nt  know  Price,  and  that  he  was 
considered  a  mere  Mr.  Nobody  sort  of  fellow, 
whom  no  one  knew,  and  so  forth ;  but  I  soon 
found  out  Pd  got  into  the  wrong  box,  as  Miss 
Emily  was  pleased  to  stand  forth  his  champion, 
and  fired  up  most  wrathfully  I  can  assure  ye, 
and  was'nt  long  in  showing  me  she'd  a  tern- 
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per  of  her  own^  and  that  not  the  mildest  in  the 
world  either ;  so  I  was  glad  to  beat  a  riatieat 
and  back  out  of  the  scrape  in  the  beat  wuy  1 
could;  and,  between  ourselves,  she's  becD  far 
less  friendly  to  me  ever  since.  Depend  upon 
it,  papa  (for  by  that  title  did  Mr.  Gerald 
Vanbrunner  still  continue  to  address  his  pa- 
ternal parent),  depend  upon  it,  papa,  your  plan 
won't  do." 

The  father's  brow  again  darkened,  and  rising 
from  his  seat,  he  continued  to  pace  up  und 
down  the  room  in  silence,  save  that  a  muttered 
curse  might  now  and  then  escape  his  lips.  At 
length  he  resumed  his  seat,  and  having  regaioed 
some  degree  of  composure,  he  asked  hid  son, 
if  he  was  quite  certain  he  had  gained  over  the 
aunt  to  his  interest  ? 

**  Oh,quite  certain  of  that,"  answered  Gerald, 
''she  had  to  be  sure  a  few  scruples  ui  coa- 
science  at  first;  but  by  degrees  they  have 
melted  away,  till  she  has  at  last  deceived  her- 
self into  the  belief  that  by  persuading  her  m^ce 
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to  marry  me,  and  cast  off  Price,  she  is  acting 
upon  principle!  But  all  the  better  for  me, 
nevertheless.  You  would  have  laughed  if  yoa 
could  have  seen  how  easily  I  crammed  her 
about  Price  T'  And  here  Mr.  Gerald  set  up  a 
silly  hoarse  laugh ;  but  it  was  not  responded  to, 
and  his  father,  who,  it  seems  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  giving  implicit  credit  to  all  his  son's 
assertions,  who  therefore  demanded  of  him  again 
in  a  pettish  manner,  how  it  was  that  he  could  so 
easily  prejudice  the  aunt  and  yet  make  no  inii- 
pression  whatever  in  that  way  upon  the  niece. 
''That,  I  must  confess/'  he  said,  ''is  a  part  of  the 
affair  quite  beyond  my  comprehension;  and, 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  you  must  have  played 
your  cards  with  little  skill  or  judgment." 

"  There  I  beg  your  pardon,"  answered  the 
son.  "  I  defy  any  man  to  have  played  his 
hand  better ;  but  you  know  as  well  as  I  do, 
that  deuces  and  tres  won't  win  kings  and 
aces,  and  unfortunately  that  rascal  Price  has 
got  all  the  best  cards  of  the  pack  in  his  own 
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hand — so  that  if  I'd  played  the  game  you 
think  I  ought  to  have  done,  it  wouldn't  have 
been  the  odd  trick  only  that  I  should  have 
lost,  but  most  probably  all  my  honours  into 
the  bargain. 

"  How,  and  in  what  manner?"  demanded 
the  father. 

**  In  the  first  place,"  answered  the  son^ 
"  she  thinks  far  too  highly  of  her  hero  to 
believe  any  reports  against  him  upon  mere 
hearsay ;  and  in  the  next  place,  if  she  gave 
them  the  slightest  credit,  she'd  be  wrltiug  to 
him  a  long  letter,  crossed  and  re-crossed,  full 
of  some  sisterly  advice  or  other— as  she'd  call 
it — urging  him  to  amend  his  life,  apd  say  his 
prayers,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing ;  and  then 
perhaps  it  might  come  out  who  was  the  author 
of  all  these  pretty  little  tales;  in  whicli  case 
I,  for  one,  should  be  very  sorry  to  answer  for 
the  consequences;  particularly  as  the  gentle- 
man in  question  is  rather  apt,  as  I  under^^tancl^ 
to  take  the  law  into  his  own  hands,  and  to  em- 
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ploy  them  in  enforcing  it — and  is  upon  the 
whole  a  sort  of  character  I  am  by  no  means 
ambitions  to  come  into  collision  with." 

'^  But  can't  the  aunt  work  upon  her  niece's 
feelings?"  inquired  Vanbrunner. 

^*  Oh  noy  that's  been  tried  and  failed/*  an- 
swered the  son  :  **  the  young  damsel  likes 
Price  too  well  to  hear  a  word  to  his  preju- 
dice at  present;  and  she's  no  person  to  change 
her  mind  in  a  hurry ;  for  obstinacy^  in  this 
matter.  Miss  Arundell  stands  unrivalled,  and 
to  whom,  in  comparison,  a  mule  is  a  perfect 
pattern  of  docility." 

''  I  foresee  I  shall  have  no  easy  battle  to 
fight  here,"  said  Vanbrunner,  ''  but  to  fight  it 
I'm  resolved — no  power  on  earth  or  hell  either 
shall  prevent  me." 

^'  But  I  can't  for  the  life  of  me  see  how  you 
mean  to  manage  it,"  observed  the  son. 

''  By  merely  shifting  my  mode  of  attack, 
which,  were  it  simply  to  get  a  rival  out  of  the 
way,  would  be  an  easier  plan  than  the  other; 
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but  more  must  be  done  than  this^  and  shall  be 
carried  into  effect  hereafter." 

'*  But  how  is  it  to  be  accomplished  ?"  asked 
the  son. 

"  I  see  no  necessity  for  informing  you,"  an- 
swered the  father.  "  It  is  sufficient  tliat  I 
say  it  shall  be  done.  Still,  as  we  must  in  some 
degree  work  in  couples,  it  is  as  well  I  should 
develope  some  part  of  my  plans.  A  day  or 
two  before  I  left  Langton  Grove,  Price  had  a 
squabble  in  the  High  Street  at  Longpassage 
with  a  person  called  White,  who  lives  some- 
where or  other  in  the  neighbourhood,  though 
he's  a  person  you  and  I,  of  course,  know 
nothing  about.  This,  it  appears,  arose  from 
some  feelings  of  jealousy  which  White  en- 
tertained on  his  wife's  account,  with  whom, 
so  report  says,  Price  has  been  far  too  intimate 
both  before  and  since  her  marriage.  At  any 
rate  it  appears  that  this  White  must  have  had 
some  strong  suspicions  of  the  kind,  for  he,  in 
company   with   some  other    person — who    or 
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what  he  was^  is  not  very  material  to  my  story 
— attacked  your  rival  in  the  street,  who  re- 
sisted so  strongly,  as  to  thrash  them  both  to 
within  an  inch  of  their  lives.' '  Here  Mr. 
Gerald  gave  an  involuntary  shudder,  and 
turned  very  pale.  ^'  But  this/'  continued  the 
father,  "  is  not  the  whole  of  the  story— report 
says,  that  the  very  same  day  Price  contrivcl 
to  elope  with  the  wife.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
certain  it  is  that  she  was  missing  on  the 
same  afternoon,  and  so  was  Master  Jack  Price, 
and  no  traces  of  her  or  him  have  been  since 
discovered.  It  is  to  be  sure  said  that  he  is 
gone  on  a  cruise  in  the  Marquess  of  Badding- 
ton's  yacht — but  whether  that  be  so  or  not  I 
had  intended  to  persuade  the  ladies  here  that 
he  bad  eloped  with  Mrs.  White,  which  I 
trusted  would  have  answered  my  purpose,  and 
would  certainly  have  had  the  effect  of  strength- 
ening Mrs.  Tremaine's  mind  as  to  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  she  believes  she  is  acting." 
^*  Well,  upon  my  life  this  story  might  go 
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down  afler  all,"  observed  the  son,  ^'  because 
yon  see  it  really  has  a  peg  of  truth  to  hang  it 
on — quite  enough,  I  should  say,  to  suit  our 
purpose." 

''  Stay  and  hear  me  out,  and  don't  interrupt 
me,"  rejoined  Vanbrunner;  "  so,  as  I  found," 
he  continued,  **  that  it  was  very  difficult 
amongst  so  many  accounts  to  obtain  anything 
like  a  correct  version  of  the  affair,  I  consulted 
with  my  sisters,  who  you  well  know  stand 
unrivalled  in  the  art  of  plotting  mischief;  and 
one  or  the  other  of  them  is  to  write  me  as 
exaggerated  an  account  of  the  business  as  pos- 
sible, which  I  hope  to  receive  in  the  course  of  a 
day  or  two.  My  first  intention  was  to  have 
read  this  letter  aloud  in  Miss  Arundell's  pre- 
sence, as  a  mere  matter  of  news  about  parlies 
of  whom  she  knew  nothing;  and  to  have  made 
such  comments  on  the  subject  as  I  thought 
would  effectually  remove  every  iota  of  love 
she  has  been  pleased  to  throw  away  upon  this 
fellow.      But  now  I  see  I  must   change  my 
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plans.  The  aunt^  perhaps,  I  shall  mentioii  the 
subject  to,  bat  certainly  not  the  niece;  or 
at  any  rate  not  until  I  see  my  other  scheme 
has  failed." 

''And  what  may  that  scheme  be?"  again 
inquired  the  son. 

''  Have  a  moment's  patience  and  I'll  tell 
you — you  are  not  aware,  perhaps,  that  Miss 
Bennett  as  well  as  Miss  Arundell  has  been 
pleased  to  play  the  fool  with  this  fellow.  You 
understand  me,  don't  you ?" 

Mr.  Gerald  answered  that  he  did,  and  this 
was  quite  true — for  he  reddened  and  looked 
both  annoyed  and  sheepish;  having  been,  as 
we  have  have  already  hinted,  a  rejected  suitor 
of  Miss  Bennett,  who  had  repulsed  his  ad- 
vances with  the  utmost  contempt 

*^  Yes,"  continued  Vanbrunner,  ''  strange  as 
it  may  appear  to  yoUf'*  laying  a  strong  emphasis 
on  the  last  word,  the  haughty  Miss  Bennett 
has  humbled  herself  so  far  as  to  let  this  fellow 
know  he  may  have  her  for  the  asking;  and 
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what  is  still  more,  has  been  such  a  fool  as  to 
let  all  the  world  into  the  secret." 

'^  The  deuce  take  the  fellow  I"  exclaimed 
Mr.  Gerald,  ^'  what  in  the  name  of  wonder  can 
the  women  see  in  him  ?" 

'^  Yes,''  continued  the  father,  heedless  of  his 
son's  remarks,  **  I  must  make  Miss  Arundell 
believe  there  is  an  actual  engagement  between 
young  Price  and  Miss  Bennett,  and  that  the 
marriage  is  shortly  to  take  place.  I  think  her 
pride  will  wince  under  the  idea  that  her  young 
man  has  been  thus  trifling  with  her  affections. 
Depend  upon  it  the  most  vulnerable  point  on 
which  to  assail  a  woman  is  to  touch  her  pride. 
Let  but  the  blow  fall  with  sufficient  weight, 
and  what  on  earth  can  equal  her  thirst  for 
vengeance.  I  have  the  weapon  in  my  hands — 
half  wooed,  quite  won,  and  then  deserted,  and 
all  to  gratify  a  young  man's  vanity,  and  to  be 
his  boast!   hah  I    bah!   hah!" 

It  was  rarely  thatVanbrunner  laughed,  and  it 
seemed  like  no  human  sound,  but  so  very  fiend- 
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like  tbat  his  very  son  was  startled  by  it ; 
for  he  well  knew  it  was  in  no  merry  mood 
that  Vanbranner  was  wont  to  indulge  in 
laughter. 

Mr.  Gerald  at  length  ventured  to  address  his 
&ther^  who  was  again  pacing  up  and  down  the 
apartment. 

"  I  had  foigotten,"  he  said,  '*  to  ask  after 
mamma;  you  said,  I  think,  she  was  too  un- 
well to  come  on.  Do  you  think  she  is  in  any 
immediate  danger?" 

''  No,  I  myself  don't  think  she  is,"  sidd  the 
Father. 

*'  Oh  I  indeed,  Vm  gUd  to  hear  that,"  said 
the  son,  and  here  the  subject  dropped. 
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CHAPTER  XX- 


A  LITTLE  MANCEUYRING  AND  A  GREAT  DEAL 
OF  LYING— CONCLUDING  WITH  A  PIECE  OP 
INTELLIGENCE  PAR  MORE  UNEXPECTED  THAN 
PLEASING. 


During  the  course  of  the  evening  Mr.  Van- 
brunner,  accompanied  by  his  son,  walked  out 
for  the  purpose  of  visiting  Miss  Arundell  and 
her  aunt,  whom  they  found  occupying  a  cottage 
of  no  greater  pretensions  than  the  one  he  him- 
self was  so  shocked  at  making  his  temporary 
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redidence,  which  knowing  she  had  a  splendid 
mansion  of  her  own  in  the  same  county,  sar* 
prised  him  exceedingly,  whilst  at  the  same 
time  it  convinced  him  that  his  abode — mean  as 
it  was — was  not  so  great  a  degradation  to  his 
consequence  as  its  poor  appearance  had  at  first 
led  him  to  suppose. 

E.nily  received  him  with  a  kindness  of 
manner  that  was  quite  natural  to  her — 
expressed  the  greatest  solicitude  on  Lady  Mary 
Ann's  account— who,  though  not  overgifted 
with  wisdom,  was  really  an  amiable  person^ 
and  begged  that  Mr.  Vanbrunner  would  not 
ecruple  to  ask  for  anything  it  was  in  her  power 
to  afford  that  might  render  the^  abode  of  his 
more  family  in  that  neighbourhood  comfortable. 

But  the  comfort  of  his  wife  was  not  the  ob* 
ject  of  his  visit ;  he,  therefore  thanked  Miss 
Arundell  for  her  kind  offer,  of  which  he  said 
he  would  most  gratefully  avail  himself  should 
occasion  require ;  and  then,  carefully  shifting 
the  topic  of  conversation  to  the  neighboarhood 
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lie  had  just  left,  he  contrived,  without  exciting 
the  slightest  suspicion,  to  make  both  aunt  and 
niece  believe  that  a  marriage  between  young  Price 
and  Miss  Bennett  was  to  take  place  almost  imme- 
diately, and  so  successful  was  he  in  this  respect, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  say  which  of  his  credulous 
victims  he  had  now  succeeded  in  reducing  to 
the  greatest  state  of  misery. 

But  her  feelings  were  very  different  from 
those  of  her  disappointed  lover,  who,  consider- 
ing Emily  the  affianced  bride  of  young  Van- 
brnnner,  thought  of  her  as  one  whom  he  ought  to 
regard  with  sentiments  of  disgust  and  contempt ; 
whilst  his  angry  passions  struggling  in  fierce 
conflict  with  his  affection,  had  so  wrought 
upon  his  feelings,  as  to  reduce  him  to  a  state  of 
mind  almost  bordering  upon  madness.  But  it 
was  far  otherwise  with  her ;  for  though  suffer- 
ing the  bitter  angubh  of  an  ill-requited  attach- 
ment, she  never  once  blamed  him;  nor  did  she 
fail  to  offer  up  a  fervent  prayer  to  heaven  that 
every  blessing  might  attend  his  supposed 
VOL.  n.  o 
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Qtiion ;  fatal  as  «be  felt  tlmt  tmioQ  must  prove  to 
h^T  owfi  happiness. 


It  was  with  deep  regret  that  Mrs;  Tremaine 
saw  the  effect  Mr.  Vanbrunner's  statements 
had  produced  on  the  mind  of  her  niece ;  but  at 
at  the  same  time   believing   all  Vanbmnner 
had  said  to  be  true,  and  that  Jack  was  a  person 
unworthy  of  Emily's  affections,  she  hoped  that 
time  would  wear  away  her  disappointment, 
and   mortified    pride   induce    her   very    soon 
to  listen  to  young   Vanbrunner*s  addresses* 
Days  had    however    passed   away^  and    the 
subject  had  never  again  been  alluded  to ;  yet 
Emily's  pale  cheek,  from  which  every  joyfal 
expression  was  banished,  showed  but  too  plainly 
it  was  one  she  had  not  forgotten ;  until  at  last, 
her  aunt  began  to  relent,  and  question  Mr.  Van- 
brunner  rather  closely  as  to  the  real  truth  of 
OUT  hero's  alleged  engagement;  and  so  cun- 
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Biiigly  did  she  oondact  her  cross  examinatioD, 
«a  lo  dick  that  the  whole  was  a  mere  frabnca* 
tioQ  to  remoye  a  daogeroiia  riyal  out  oi'  the 
way.  But  beaten  here,  Yanbrunner  again 
renewed  the  attack ;  and  asked  her  if  it  was 
not  betler  her  niece  should  suffer  a  little  pre- 
sent pain,  than  the  certain  unbapfMness  which 
W4^  all  that  could  be  expected  from  a  marriage 
with  an  abaadoned  profligate  and  professed 
ganeater.  Yet  even  iqK>n  this  head,  Mrs. 
Tremione  was  beginning  to  grow  aceptical; 
for  Mr.  Gerald  Yanbrunner,  like  most  habitual 
Uars,  however  acccoppUBhed  in  the  art,  had 
several  times  staled  things  utterly  at  variance 
with  bis  former  assertions,  which,  as  they 
rd^ted  to  mere  trivial  matters,  had  failed  to 
imke  a  doe  impression  on  his  memory— She 
thefrefore  did  not  give  implicit  credit  to  his 
former  statements  i^boi^  Jack's  vlcmns  pro- 
peimtiefi,  whioh  his  feather,  pretending  to  have 
no  knowlege  of  ej^cept  itbrough  the  imdlam  of 
his  son,  cQpld  ^oi  of  couAse  corroborate.  It 
o  3 
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was  therefore  with  no  small  satisfaction 
that  Mr.  Vanbrunner  did  at  last  receive  the 
aDxiously  looked  for  epistle  from  Longpassage^ 
and  having  glanced  sufficiently  over  its  con- 
tents to  satisfy  himself  that  it  contained 
calumnies  amply  sufficient  for  his  present  pur- 
pose, he  hastened  to  put  the  letter  into  Mr& 
Tremaine's  hands,  whom,  as  he  expected  he 
found  alone,  for  Emily  had  studiously  shunned 
his  society  ever  since  he  had  conveyed  the 
intelligence  that  had  caused  her  so  much  ub- 
happiness. 

Having  requested  the  aunt  to  read  through 
the  whole  letter,  he  proceeded  to  open  and 
peruse  another,  that  had  arrived  by  the  same 
post.  Mrs.  Tremaine  had  not,  however,  read 
down  many  lines,  before  being  unable  todecypher 
one  or  two  words  she  turned  round  to  address 
her.visiter^  and  request  his  assistance.  Much 
to  her  surprise,  she  perceived  his  countenance 
was  overspread  with  a  livid  paleness,  whilst  the 
quivering']  of  his  lip  seemed  to  show  that  the 
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the  subject  of  the  letter  was  of  no  pleasing 
character. 

It  contained  intelligence   of  the    death   of 
Lady  Mary  Ann  Yanbrunnerl 


/ 
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CHAPTER    XXL 


MORE  YILLANT   STILI^ 


We  mentioned  in  a  former  chapter  that  when 
Jack  left  town  he  had  given  Mr.  Phibber,  the 
attorney  who  occopied  a  set  of  chambers  on 
the  same  floor,  fnll  and  free  liberty  to  make 
what  use  he  jdeased  of  his  apartments  during 
his  absencCi  in  order  to  accommodate  a  yoaog 
lady  Mr.  Phibber  was  expecting  on  a  visit  to  his 
wife.  It  was  not  many  days  after  Jack's  de- 
parture   that   the  lady  in   question   arrived, 
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•tttaded  h;  a  female  t^vant,  wd  duly  took 
po68368i0o  of  the  Yacant  apartments.  It  ^aa, 
bowever,  aoon  eYideat  that  this  lady  wa$  no 
▼isiter  of  the  attorney's  wUe^  who,  durii^  the 
whole  tfane  she  remained  there  neVer  oi^  6^^ 
ber;  nor  ?(aa  the  li^y  ever  seen  to  go  out  of 
doors;  neither  was  any  living  soul  sav0  ^r. 
Phibher  and  her  domestic  ever  admitted 
to  her  preseooe.  This  sooa  e^Loited  some 
degree  of  curiosity  in  the  attorney's  establish 
uMKkL  The  clerks  affected  to  look  very 
wise,  as  il  they  knew  all  about  the  i;natter, 
but  it  was  a  mystery  the  female  part  of  the 
househQld  vainly  attempted  to  solve.  One 
supposed  it  to  be  some  great  lady  or  other  who 
had  either  murdered  her  husband,  or  bcten  guilty 
of  high  treason  at  the  least ;  another  coi\|!ec- 
tared  the  probability  of  her  being  the  pdg-fac^d 
lady,  who  at  that  time  e^ted  a  considerable 
portion  of  curiosity ;  but  all  agreed  in  this ; 
that  be  she  whom  she  might,  it  was  plain  she 
was  no  better  than  she  should  be ;  in  which 
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opinion  the  nursery  mud,  and  a  very  pretty 
looking  yonng  woman  she  was  too,  perfectly 
coincided— Some  attempts,  indeed,  they  made 
to  pump  and  sift  the  old  servant ;  but  she  was 
faithful  to  her  trust,  and  not  only  declined 
answering  anj  of  their  questions^  but  re* 
pulsed  every  attempt  that  was  made  towards 
cultivating  her  more  intimate  acquaintance. 

And  now,  without  further  preface^  we  will 
at  once  disclose  to  our  readers  who  this  myste* 
rious  lady  was.  It  was  Mrs.  Isaac  Belasoo 
White,  formerly  Miss  Charlotte  Johnstone, 
who  in  fact,  as  Vanbrunner  had  said,  had 
eloped  from  her  husband,  but  without,  as  is 
very  unusual  in  such  cases,  any  male  com- 
panion, her  sole  object  being  to  escape  the 
loathsome  presence  of  her  husband.  Ever 
since  her  ill-fated  marriage  she  had  found  it 
utterly  vain  to  attempt  to  conceal  her  aversion, 
till  at  last  her  husband,  piqued  at  her  conduct, 
began  to  act  with  some  degree  of  harshness  to- 
wards her,  and  even  proceeded  so  £Eur  as  to 


THE   THREE    BTUBBKT8. 


297 


nflict  personal  chastisement.  This  at  once 
determined  her  to  desert  a  house  which  to  htr 
could  never  be  a  home ;  and  she  wrote  to  Mr* 
Phibber,  whom  she  had  previously  known,  to  con- 
sult with  him  as  to  the  means  of  obtaining  a  legal 
separation.  This  led  to  a  further  correspond- 
ence on  the  subject,  which  was  carried  on  i'or 
some  time  without  the  husband  knowing  or 
even  suspecting  anything  of  the  matter  ;  all  the 
letters  to  his  wife  being  directed  in  a  feigned 
name,  which  the  old  servant  used  to  call  for  at 
the  post-office. 

This  woman  had  lived  many  yeara  in  Mrs. 
Johnstone's  service,  and  was  do  strongly 
attached  to  Charlotte,  whom  she  had  attended 
as  an  infant,  that  on  the  marriage  of  the 
latter  she  prayed  to  be  allowed  to  follow 
the  fortunes  of  her  young  mistress,  which  was 
readily  complied  with.  But  old  Martha  had 
little  beyond  a  fiaithful  attachment  to  her  mis- 
tress to  recommend  her,  and  was  ill  calculated 
to  fill  the  situation  of  a  waiting   woman  to  a 
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kdy  of  fortuDe^  lier  manners  and  ippeamnoe 
being  as  uncouth  as  the  gran^  roeks  on  the 
wilds  of  Dartmoor,  where  it  aeema  ahe  was 
born  and  had  passed  the  early  years  of  her 
life.  Like  many  old  seftants  also  #fco  preaalne 
upon  their  past  merits,  she  was  in  the  habit 
of  occasionally  expreasittg  het  opinions  in  a 
manner  hardly  suitable  to  her  aituatiott. 

No  sooner  was  Mk  Phi^M>er  asstired  that 
be  could — as  he  thoogfat  lA^  was  adviBed— 
collect  eufficietit  evittence  to  pfKrre  cruelty  and 
ilMreatment  on  the  'part  of  Ml*.  White,  than 
he  suggested  to  his  wife  that  the  period  had 
arrived  when  it  became  advisable  she  should 
quit  her  husband^s  roof,  and  remain  out  of  his 
GODtrol  during  the  pendency  of  the  suit  Just 
at  this  critical  time  Jack  was  about  to  leave 
London,  when  it  occurred  to  the  attorney  that 
his  apartm(S£nts  would  acnswer  the  purpose  fqr 
some  little  time  at  least,  Jack  having  previously 
mentioned  to  him  that  he  did  not  purpose 
returning  again  to  town  until  the  end  of  the 
long  vacation. 
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Poor  Charlotte  was  no  &ooti«r  informed  tbitt 
ihU  asylum  had  been  prepared  far  her,  thougli 
she  never  suspected  whoie  apartments  she  wa:* 
about  to  occupy,  than  3he  watched  her  oppur- 
tunit/ to  ©Bcapep     This  abe  effected  on  the  very 
morning  of  the  fracas  between   her  fausbanct 
and  our  hero,  and  without  the  slightest  diffi* 
cuUj*     The  Loudoo  road  wm  not  half  a  oiile 
from  her  husband's   residence,   to  which,  ac- 
companied by  Martha,  she  had  directed  her  steps 
very  shortly  after  he  had  left  the  houae,  wher« 
being  «oon  uvertaken  by  a  stage  coach,  she  and 
her  atteadaint  secured  placea  iu  it  attd  proceeded 
ofi  to  tawu,  and  in  fact  arrived   ther^  before 
her  elopement  had  been  discovered. 

Cliarlotte  now  only  looked  forward  to  a  se* 
paration  frotu  the  man  she  abhorred* —What 
WHS  to  bcoome  of  tier  af\er«^ardj^,  she  never 
thonght  upon*  fiat  there  were  sorrows  in 
store  for  her  of  which  she  dreamt  not  i  for  as 
yet  she  had  but  sipped  of  the  cup  of  misery 
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_  It  she  was  to  extmuflt 
ibe  Tcry  drefs. 

A  w€dc  Off  Iwo  mfter  her  arrival,  we  J 
sevied,  absorbed  in   thought,  and  her 
whicJi  had  been  long  before  her,  unt 
The  erenbig  had  already  began  to  e 
Iboogh  the  day#  were  then  at   tfaeiT 
wkeo    oM    Martha^    wha    had    been 
QXTeeotiiig  aome  oiders  of  her  mistteaaj  c 
tbe    room  aod    seeing    the  slate  of 
exclaimed; 

**  Liad  a  immBj,  Mia^  Charlt^ttep  a 
Why  *<ay  yon  hav'nt  touched  a  crumb 
a  living  woman— and  il  have  been  hov 
'ee — Her'U  surely  die,   if,  hergoHb 
thkr 

**Atid  moat  aLacerely  do  I  whh  I  eg 
perish,  and  be  faigotcen/*  aaid  Churl ot 
a  deep  drawn  aigb ;  *^and  were  it  not 
drend  of  an  hereafter   I  fear  to  think 
had  long  ere  this  terminated  an  exist enc 
has  become  most  intolerable.'' 
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^' Hush  I  Hush!  do'ee,"  exclaimed  the  old 
womaD^lookiDg  perfectly  horrorstruck;  *'dont'ee 
say  sach  cruel  things^only  think  of  the  sin^ 
and  remember  too  the  darkest  hour  o'the  night's 
often  the  last  ofore  day ;  so  cheer  up  thereV 
a  dear,  I  zem  it  wont  be  long  afore  the  job'^ 
all  settled^  and  you're  unmarried  like  again ; 
and  then  us'U  all  go  back  again  into  dear  old 
Devonshire,  mither  and  all,  and  never  go  to  gay 
fashionlike  places  no  more. — But  lors  love'ee^ 
do  try  to  pick  amarael,  'tis  a  tender  check 
enough  I  zem,  though  t'ant  no  size  to  speak 
about,  and  yet  I  dont  know  hardiy  where 
I  went  afore  I  coald  find  one  good  enough  for 
'ee ;  but  there — whats  Lunnan  to  Devonshire  F 
They  baint  to  be  compared-  be  they  Miss?" 

In  spite  of  all  her  grief,  Charlotte  could 
hardly  forbear  laughing  at  Martha's  partial 
notions  in  favour  of  her  native  county;  and 
wishing  to  gratify  the  old  woman,  she  helped 
herself  to  a  portion  of  the  fowl,  and  to  confess 
the  truth,  made  by  no  means  a  bad  dinner. 
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^  Hav«7iMi  heard,  Mardia,''  inqoired  Char- 
lotte, ae  the  flWTant  was  in  the  ad  of  removiDg 
die  dinner  tUnga,  ^^  have  you  heard  from  any 
of  Mr.  Phibber^a  people  whether  their  master 
will  return  home  to-night?'' 

'^IbeUoYehewiU,"  answered  Martha,  hoping 
to  relieTe  her  mistress'  anxiety,  for  she  had 
heard  nothing  at  all  aboat  the  matter. 

**  I'm  so  glad  to  hear  it,"  answered  Char^ 
ktte ;  ^  for  ever  sinoe  his  absence  I  liave  suf- 
fered great  alarm  at  my  unproteoted  situation » 
and  dreaded  erery  moment  that  ho"  ■  J  oan- 
not  bear  to  ntter  that  hated  name— wUl  buret 
into  the  room  and  drag  me  fereibly  wway." 

^*Bat  lor's  love'ee,  dear,  how's  he  to  know 
you'm  here ;  I  zem  he  might  just  so  soon  think 
of  looking  for  a  gold  ring  in  a  muckheap." 

''Well,  it  may  be  so,"  said  Charlotte,  «'  and 
my  fears  are  probably  both  silly  and  unfounded, 
but  I  must  own  I  feel  a  degree  of  nervous  alarm 
that  is  exceedingly  pdnful,  and  which  I  strive 
in  vain  to  overcome." 
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^'  At  that  moment  a  knock  was  beard  at  the 
outer  door,  which  Charlotte^  supposing  to  pro- 
ceed from  her  attorney,  directed  her  servant 
to  open  immediately.  But  no  sooner  was  this 
done,  than  a  man  muffled  up  Jfi  a  military 
cloak  darted  ^last  the  old  wooCtaii  ahi  irtrshed 
into  the  apartment,  when,  throwing  aSde  )iis 
cloak,  Charlotte  to  her  great  alarm  found  her- 
self in  the  presence  of  'Colonel  Dawkins,  who, 
notwithstanding  the  gap  Jack  had  made  In  his 
upper  jaw  by  -displacing  two  of  his  front  teeth 
during  thelf  larte  encounter,  she  instantly  recog- 
nized. 

^^Oh!  merciful  heaven  I'*  exclaimed  Char- 
lotte, '*  I  am  discovered!"  leaxd  she  sunk,  over- 
come with  fear,  into  a  chair ;  whilst  Dawkins, 
apxMToaching  her  in  a  familiar  manner,  begged 
her  to  compose  herself  as  she  had  nothing  to 
fear  from  him.  When  perceiving  that  old 
Martha  had  folbwed  him  into  the  room,  he 
ordered  her  in  the  diost  peremptory  manner  to 
withdraw. 
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"  Bemnin  irhere  you  are^  Martha— I 
upon  itj''  said  Charlotte,  who  bad  n 
covered  some  degree  of  self-possessioiu 
sir,  at  leastj*'  added  ehej  addressing  Da 
**  CftG  have  no  right  to  command  my  «< 
either  here  or  elsewhere ;  or  indeed  to  i 
yourself  upon  me  in  this  most  unwarn 
manuen" 

'*  Come,  come,*'  said  he,  seizmg  1 
nntiarly  by  the  band,  which  she  indi< 
withdrew.  "  Well,"  he  continued,  ** 
your  band  again,  ao  don^t  look  so  fiei 
angry,  that's  a  kind  creature;  and  so  v 
further  preamble  let  u^  at  once  come  to 
understanding.  Let  us  be  friends  and 
agaiust  the  common  enemy — eh  1  Whss 
say —will  you  let  me  be  your  frionJ,  or  ^ 
force  me  to  be  your  enemy  whether  I 
nor 

"  Your  behaviour^  sir,'  answered  Chi 
gravely,  **  is  altogether  so  unaccountabl 
as  yet  it  is  impossible   for  me  to  say  i 
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light  I  oaght  to  consider  you.  If  your  object 
be  to  persuade  me  to  return  to  Mr.  White's 
be  assured  your  arguments  will  prove  fruitless ; 
nothing  but  brute-force  shall  remove  me  hence, 
and  this  you  at  least  dare  not  attempt.** 

*^  My  dear  Madam)**  said  Dawkins,  assuming 
a  more  respectful  tone  and  manner  than  he  had 
hitherto  done,  *'  my  dear  madam,  you  entire!}' 
mistake  my  object  Give  me  but  a  patient 
hearing,  that  is  all  I  ask  at  your  hands,  whilst 
I  assure  you  that  in  my  person  you  behold  your 
truest  and  most  faithful  friend — one  who  would 
rush  up  to  the  cannon's  mouth,  as  indeed  I 
have  often  done  in  the  very  teeth  of  the  enemy 
— could  I  by  that  means  serve  you.  I  am  one 
I  can  assure  you,  who  has  with  deep  and 
heartfelt  grief  witnessed  the  more  than  brutal 
treatment  you  have  received  from  a  man  it  was 
impossible  for  you  to  love ;  yes,  I  have  seen  it 
all — and  deeply,  bitterly,  have  1  felt  for  you. 
And  now,  if  you  will  accept  my  services,  I 
offer  them  freely ;  if  not,  you  must  get  on  in 
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the    best  way   you  cao  with  White, 
dose  at  hand^  and  who  will  be  in  tl 
room  in  the  courae  of  the  next  five  mini 

**  He  knows  then  that  I  am  here  ?"  ii 
Chariot te^  with  increased  alarm, 

'*  Knows  it,  yes  to  be  sure  he  doest" 
Dawkina;  **all  the  world  knowi  thi 
enough,  or  at  any  rate  talk  pret ty  fieelj 
the  matter;  but  White,  fearing  to  i 
forcible  entry  when  he  might  possibly  fi 
bird  flown,  employed  some  one  to  wat 
door,  when  Mrs.  Martha  there,  having 
seen  to  go  tn  an ^  out  several  times  duri 
day,  it  was  presumed  her  miatreaa  waa 
marked  to,  I  myself,  too,  having,  1  mu 
feea  some  curiosity  about  the  matter,  m 
this  morning  to  make  the  a^quaintaac 
pretty  nursery  maid,  who  had  the  care  c 
little  ilUlookiag  whelps  of  children  bol 
to  yonr  next  door  neighbour,  Mr.  Flip 
whatever  he*s  called,  and  she  gave  me 
informatton  I  could  desire  ;  so  you  aee 
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am,  ha^g  oontriTed  ta  giT^  White  the  slip 
whikt  wfk&iog  far  a  Bow-Atreet  ofHcer  or  two 
to  aooompaaj  him^  as  he  thought  it  pot^sible  he 
might  meet  with  some  serioos  resist ance^  though 
I  most  confess  I  see  nothing  at  present  to 
justify  sneh  a  suj^osHioii." 

During  this  address,  poor  Charlotte  was  so 
terror-stricken^  that  she  never  uttered  a  word ; 
and  Dawkins,  after  pausing  a  few  aecoods 
without  veceiving  any  answer,  resumed—^'  Y es^ 
my  dear  Mi«.  White,  it  is  an  uofortuiiato  c^)iti- 
cidence  that  you  should  have  chanced  to  take 
up  your  abode  in  the  chambers  of  the  very 
man  the  world  beHevee  you  to  have  eloped 
with;  and  whose  name  stands  displayed  over 
the  door  way  of  these  very  rooms  in  as  legible 
characters  as  the  lettets,  PRICE  in  black 
and  white  paint  can  make  it/' 

^'For  gracious  sake  explain  yourself,"  de- 
matided  Charlotte,  who,  as  we  before  stated, 
was  in  utter  ^dorance  of  that  circumEtance, 

'^  It  is  easily  done/'    answered  Dawkins. 
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"  It  IS  etid,  &ad  um?ersally  belbred  1 
yoa  eloped  ia  campaay  with  jouog  P 
that  youVe  lived  with  him  ia  hi^  ( 
e¥er  &]Bce;  at  &uy  rate  I  find  you  id  tli 
aod  appaieDtly  quite  at  boma'* 

^  It  ia  a  false  aod  aafounded  calumc 
s^ered  Chariott€|  "aud  you  yourself, 
Dawkiai,  knoir  it  to  be  such/* 

*'  Aye,  aye,"  said  Dawkms,  "  I  m 
pose  you  iauoeeiit,  but  what  is  mj 
opiuioQ  against  that  of  every  one 
friends  and  acqnaintancoa  ?  I  have  1 
with  the  utmost  candour  how  mattei 
and  you  may  rely  upon  it  that  if  he 
found,  as  you  uudoubtetJly  will  be  if  yo 
a  minute  longer,  your  character  is 
for  ever;  from  this  I,  and  I  abue,  < 
you/* 

**  Oh,  do  then,  for  pity's  aake,"  e 
Charlotte^  whom  Dawkin^  bad  by  t 
almost  frightened  out  of  her  reason. 

**  I  will  save  you,"   he  anewer«d- 
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my  sole  motive  for  coming  here;  and  this  I 
solemnly  s«?ear,  by  my  word  and  honour  as  an 
officer  and  a  gentleman.     And  now  let  me  tell 
you  my  plans: — £  have  a  sister  residing  but  a 
short    distance  hence,   and  from   her   I   bear 
a  friendly  message,  requesting  you  will  make 
her  house  your  home  until  all  your  affairs  are 
settled.       Now   don't   hesitate  a   moment    to 
accept  this  offer ;  who  is  then  to  know  youVe 
ever  been  in  Mr.  Price's  chambers  at  all  ?   You 
can  see  your  attorney  or  proctor,  or  whatever 
he  may  be,  a?  often  as  you  wish  quite  as  well 
At  my  sister's  house  as  here.     You  will  be  safe 
from  White,  who  will  never  guess  where  you 
are,  or  venture  to  intrude  upon  you  if  he  does  ; 
and  then  when  all  your  business  is  arranged  to 
your  entire  satisfaction,  as  I  have  good  reason 
to  know  it  soon  must   be;    you   will  return 
again  into  society  with  an  unblemished  charac- 
ter, and  be  regarded  as  the  much  injured  ^  ife 
of  a  man  in  every  way  undeserving  of  you." 
Ch^lotte  became  perfectly  bewildered  by 
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the  force  of  Dawkins'  ragumontB^  and  the 
dread  of  her  husband ;  when,  to  add  to  her 
embarrassments,  chancing  to  direct  her  ejres 
towards  the  door  through  which  Dawkina  liad 
entered,  and  which  then  was  paitiaUy  open, 
she  distinctly  saw  the  fignre  of  a  man  in  the 
passage,  who  supponng  himself  concealed 
hy  the  darkness  without,  was  endeavour- 
ing to  observe  what  was  passing  within.  She 
no  sooner  perceived  the  fignre  than  she  ottered 
a  faint  shriek,  and  the  eves-dvopper,  whoever 
he  might  be  instantly  took  to  his  heels,  the 
sound  of  his  retreating  footsteps  bding  dis- 
tinctly heard ;  yet  Dawkins,  though  he  seemed 
startled  at  the  first  alarm,  made  no  attempt  to 
pursue  the  fugitive. 

*^  We  have  been  watched  I'*  exclaimed  Char- 
lotte, almost  feinting  with  alarm;  '^I  saw 
some  one  looking  into  the  room ;  but  through 
the  darkness  where  he  stood  I  could  not  dis- 
cern his  features.'' 

^  But  I  could  disoem  them  plainly  eaough,'' 
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daid  Dawkiasy  "  it  was — what  the  deuce  b  tlie 
fellow*Aname? — why,  I  know  him  very  well — 
I  left  him  ia  company  with  White  juat  now  j 
ao  whatcfver  his  name  is,  we've  no  time  to  lose, 
but  must  make  a  run  for  it ;  for  wherever  he 
i«.  White  can^  be  far  off-" 

Charlotte  was  now  ao  overcome  with  fear^ 
as  to  be  incapable  of  either  judging  or  acting 
for  herself, — she  tberefoi^  suffered  Dawkins  to 
hurry  her  away  out  of  the  house  into  Gray's 
Inn  Liane,  where  a  hackney  coach  was  waiting, 
which  she  got  into^  scarcely  conscious  of  svhat 
she  was  doing — Old  Martha,  who  had  all  the 
time  followed  close  upon  her  mistress's  foot- 
steps, insisted  upon  accompanying  her;  but 
Dawkins  thrust  the  poor  old  creature  back 
with  such  violence,  as  to  prostrate  her  with 
stunning  force  against  the  curbstone  of  the 
pavement— where  for  some  time  she  lay  insen- 
sible— and  directing  the  coachman  where  to 
drive ;  he  leapt  into  the  coach  and  closed  the 
door  after  him. 
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The  carriage,  after  passing  through 
three  streeti,  diew  up  in  front  of  a  hoi 
which  ^Dawkins  bore  his  victim  in  a 
insensibUitj.  She  hail  swooned  dead  a 
instant  she  got  ioto  the  coach,  in  whi< 
she  had  till  that  moment  ood tinned.  F 
must  draw  a  curtain  over  this  part  of  i 
rative,  the  detaile  of  which  are  far  too 
to  reveal — Suffice  it  to  say  that  I 
proved  himself  a  diabolical  villain  a 
the  offer  of  an  asylum  at  his  sister's  ho 
but  a  lure  to  ensnare  his  prey,  and  pi 
the  more  completely  within  his  power. 
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CHAPTER  XXIL 


A     SHIFT     OF      WIND     CAUSES     A     CHANGE     OF 
QUARTERS. 


Jack  and  his  noble  friend  spent  one  or  two 
Tcry  pleasant  days  with  Lord  Biddlestone  i 
the  mornings  were  employed  in  cruizing  around 
the  bay  and  adjacent  coast;  and  the  evenings 
at  the  cottage  on  shore,  whilst  the  ladies  all 
being  good  sailors,  and  their  uncle  also  exceed- 
ingly fond  of  aquatic  excursions,  the  time 
passed  away  agreeably  enough.     To  the  great 

delight  of  all,  there  was  a   visible  improve^ 
VOL.  n.  p 
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c  fi^  move  cal 
wewml  weeks  prei 
id  fittk  Bamet 
mad  it  was  «i 
m  ibill  of  wind  obli 
jraeht  to  psi  to  ieA»  u»d  ber  owoer 
egmpgnym  to  btd  tlieir  kind  frienda  m 
hastf  mad  relocUat  Imrewellp 

The  hmj  m  wbick  tbe  jac!it  bad  U 
ber  alslioii,  beii^  quite  opeo  mod  €xp 
twerj  wind  except  from  ibe  aortb  ae 
aSofded  m  rerj  ui^eeare  roAdsC^d^  t 
wiJid  haTtiig  sodJoilf  ireered  round 
doatfawanly  mod  oontinuuig  to  fr^hen  £\ 
WMMkB  quarter,  ia  a  imwj  ibori  tpaoe 
tbrew  m  so  bearj  a  swell  on  a  doad  le 
aB  to  reader  tt  uDsafe  for  the  reseel  to 
anjr  losger  ia  bo  unprotected  a  sUuatioi 
der  such  circurastancea  therefore  it  wns 
pnideot  to  get  the  little  craft  uoder  wei| 
out  further  loea  of  time,  and  so  well  did  s 
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her  way  to  windward,  under  a  double  reefed 
mainsail,  single  reefed  foresail,  and  her  fourth 
jib,  and  that  too  against  a  lopping  head  sea, 
that  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  she  had  not 
only  beaten  off  the  shores,  in  which  she  had 
been  embayed;  but  had  rounded  the  Start  Point 
and  was  bearing  away  with  a  flowing  sheet 
for  Plymouth,  which  she  reached  at  about  six 
p.m. 

'  After  passing  through  the  sound,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  bring  up  in  Stonehouse  pool,  on  reach- 
ing which  they  discovered  Major  Bodd's  little 
cutter,  the  blue^eyed  maid,  already  at  anchor 
there,  and  the  Marquess's  yacht  was  brought  up 
dose  along  side  of  her.  Before,  however,  she  w  as 
moored,  Jack  and  his  companion  were  hailed  by 
the  little  Major  and  his  comrades,  Mr.  Gubbins 
and  Colonel  Anderson,  to  come  on  board  and 
help  them  to  clear  away  some  portion  of  a 
huge  round  of  beef,  which  had  been  just  placed 
smoking  hot  on  the  cabin  table ;  an  invitation 
that  was  no  sooner  given  than  accepted,  and  a 
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boat   was  accordingly  dispatched  to  brini 
party  on  board. 

All  proved   thenaselves   most  valiant 
chermen,  to   which  the  diminished  stal 
the  joint  bore  ample  testimony. 

"  Wellj  I'm  really  glad  you  can  all  oi 
make  such  good  dinners  on  such  very  i 
fare/'  said  the  Colonel,  **  not  but  that  I  tb 
boiled  round  of  beef  the  best  dish  that  c 
brought  to  a  table ;  but  as  we  were  in  the 
or  sea  if  you  please  to  call  it,  of  red  n 
and  johndories,  I  certainly  was  desire 
have  the  pleasure  of  their  company  at  di 
which  united  with  those  of  our  guests  i 
have  been  still  more  agreeable ;  but  I  cou 
if  you'll  believe  me,  persuade  those  tw( 
patient  fellows  there  to  put  a  curb  upon 
appetites  for  a  few  minutes  or  so  till  we  ( 
send  a  boat  ashore  for  a  supply." 

**  Aye,  aye,  go  along,  carry  on  your  jo 
stdd  the  little  major,  ^'I  don't  mind  1 
nothbg  beats  boiled  beef  to  my  mind 


.i 


THE   THKCB  STUDENTS. 


317 


plenty  of  it.  What  d'ye  say  to  that,  my  lord 
Marquess?" 

**  And  cabbage,**  added  Mr.  Gubbins. 

"  That  I  perfectly  agree  with  you  both," 
replied  the  Marquess. 

*'  Then  tip  us  your  flipper  my  hearty,"  re- 
sumed the  little  major,  *^  and  say  you've  made 
a  friend  for  life,  I  like  the  cut  of  your  jib 
amazingly,  and  the  way  you  carry  your  helm 
too;"  added  he,  seizing  the  Marquess'  prof- 
fered hand,  who  seemed  highly  amused  with 
the  major's  eccentricities,  whom  he  knew  well 
by  reputation,  though  he  had  never  met  him 
in  company  before. 

'*  Come,"  said  the  Colonel,  taking  a  pinch 
of  snuff  and  passing  round  the  bottles,  '^  Tm 
glad  at  last  to  see  my  comrade  little  John^ 
(this  was  Qiibbins,  who  only  weighed  eighteen 
slone),  and  my  most  gallant  Man  of  War 
(the  Major  of  course)  cheering  up  their  ugly 
mugs,  for  before  you  came  in  they  were  both 
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BO  fiercely  hungry,  that  really  Gubbins  1(h 
quite  dangerous,  and  the  Major  bore  aboc 
pleasing  an  expression  of  countenance  t 
cockney  in  a  chop  house,  who's  been  ke] 
half  an  hour  waiting  for  his  beefsteak 
poUta'' 

*'  And  m  ask  any  reasonable  person, 

terposed  the  Major,    ^*  if  it  is   not  enou] 

put  a  man  out  of  all  patience,  to  know 

there's  a  round  of  beef  that  may  be  boil 

rags  from  the  impossibility  of  eating  it  in 

a  precious  kick  up  of  a  sea  as  we  had  ov 

—where  he  can't  stand,  sit,  or  lie,  wi 

holding  on :  and  then,  when  he  gets  all 

and  quiet  into  harbour,  and  hungry  enou 

bolt  the  hind  leg  of  an  elephant,  to  be  b 

to  wait  an  hour  or  two  for  the  chance  of 

choked  by  the  bones  of  a  parcel  of  tamati 

"  Stay,  stay,  my  glorious  warrior," 

ropted  the   CobneL    "  Gubbins  and  1 

heard  all  your  arguments  on  that  score  aL 

which  we'll  undertake  to  say  the  reet  • 
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company  will  lose  nothing  by  dispensing  with. 
If  you  really  do  want  a  subject  to  argue 
upon ;  let  it  be  to  join  with  myself  and  Gub^ 
bins  in  persuading  my  Lord  Baddington^  and 
our  old  friend  Jack  to  join  our  expedition » and 
sail  in  consort  with  us." 

''  To  be  sure  I  will/'  said  the  Major^  "  and 
as  I  hope  as  you're  heard  what  the  Colonel 
Bays/'  added  he»  addressing  Jack  and  his  oom-> 
panion^  "  youll  make  short  work  of  it — come 
along — come  along — and  say  yes  at  once,  for 
we've  chalked  out  as  pretty  a  score  of  amuse- 
ment,  shooting  and  fishing,  lockers  full  of 
Claret,  what  d'ye  think  to  it,  aye!  that's 
right,  pass  the  bottle  as  Billy  Twaddle  says : 
Claret  not  amiss^  you  said,  just  now  so  what 
d'ye  say — go  or  no  go  I  eh  ?" 

'^  Oh,  go  at  all  rieks^"  answered  the  Mar^ 
quess,  ^*  I'm  your  man — and  done's  the 
word!" 

*'  Might  it  not  be  as  well  before  we  dedde, 
to  ascertain  to  what  particular  q/aaxiex  of  the 
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m  rojmkj  of  ever 
dow  tberc ;  mod  wi 
;  to  look  mfter  tbe  gaae  far  In. 
i  hcv  loflliBg  t0intfds  tbe  tiler  ci 
frtly  opeiw  aad  at  Uie  a 
eidk  side  of  bi 
-  of  the  •&aiid»  lie 
out  in  m&  w&f  gmik  kej*  '*  I  say  all 
teUiag  ofp  old  i^or,  aui*t  it  T* 

"  Tf^'bmt  did  you  «y,  Gubbios?'  iti 
£unt  aikd  dnivrlmg  Toioe  fmoi  tbe  qui 
dressed 

^  Say  ?  why  giomg  to  sboot  your  go 
bird*,  aia't  us?" 
*'  Yeaj  'pott  my  boaaw/'  replied  the 


1 


THE   THREE   STUDENTS. 


321 


'^  Then  turn  oat  my  glorious  Briton  and 
drink  success  to  the  expedition/'  said  the  little 
Major.  **  By  the  splendour  of  beauty's  eyes 
there's  nothing  like  a  glass  of  good  Port  for 
your  complaint — beata  cock  fighting  hollow, 
and  no  mistake ;  unless  you  chaace  to  like  a 
bumper  or  two  of  Claret  better." 

*^  Oh  deaw,  don't  mention  it/'  answered 
the  voice,  **  I've  a  perfect  hawhaw  at  the  vew 
name  I  Don't  say  a  wawd  about  it,  demme ; 
it's  such  a  bore !" 

"  Who  in  the  name  of  all  that's  ridicu- 
lous have  you  there,"  inquired  Lord  Bad- 
dington. 

'^  The  queerest  fellow  you  ever  saw  in  the 
whole  course  of  your  life,"  said  the  Colonel, 
by  the  bye,"  he  continued,  ^^  he's  a  brother  of 
those  young  ladies  whose  appearance  you  were 
so  much  struck  with  at  the  theatre  the  other 
night" 

*^  And  who  gave  me  the  cut  direct  in  con- 
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seqaeoce    of  the  aicoooJit  joit  gmre 
eh  I  Colonel  r 

^  Ah  I  that  was  the  best  joke  I  crei 
oC  rejoloed  the  Colonel,  '*  I  the 
should  have  died  with  latighiog— did  u 
life.  Nearly  all  up  wtth  me  irheii 
the  rage  all  the  Dobsoos  were  in  at  tl 
But  here,"  added  he,  perceiving  the  a 
of  the  rest  of  the  party  to  be  othen 
gaged,  *'  did  joa  e?er  see  such  a  qi 
as  the  whole  of  tis— Coloael,  Maj. 
Lieutenaot — to  say  nothing  of  the 
who  ia,  by  the  bye,  the  veriest  ass  Hvi 
most  assuredly  are  the  mmmest  lot  t 
metsed  together ;  but  the  fact  is,  thu 
day  sort  of  people  afford  me  no  amii 
Give  me  downright,  genuine  origini 
Johnny  Gubbins,  and  mj  littJe  Majorj 
bad  copies  like  ahem  !**  and  the  Colons 
his  eye-brows  in  a  manner  quite  pet 
himself,  glaneing  at  the  siime  time  tow 
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cabin  door  which  contained  the  sea-sick  pas- 
senger, accompanying  the  gesture  with  a 
pinch  of  snuff  in  a  way  that  spoke  unutterable 
things. 

*^  I  am  quite  of  your  opinion^  Colonel"  said 

the  Marquess/'  and  as  Jack,  who  doesn't  now 

appear  to  be  quite  in  his  right  wits,  seems  to 

be  the    most  rational   person  amongst  us,   I 

think  we  shall  form  as  strange  a  party  as  ever 

met  together ;    at   any  rate  nothing  shall  be 

wanting  on  my  part  to  make  it  a  right  jovial 

one.     But,  I  say,  Colonel5  on  what  particular 

portion  of  the  face  of  the  earth  may  this  manor 

be  that  we're  all  bound  for.  Didn't  some  one  say 

it  was  somewhere  or  other  in  Cornwall?     If 

so,  why  all   the   better,  as  Jack  and  I  had 

before   contemplated  a  similar  excursion   on 

some  property  of  my  father's  there,  which,  if 

not  overstocked  with  game,  I  dare  say  will 

afford  sport  enough  in  the  early  part  of  the 

season ;  and  if  the  two  places  should  chance  to 

be  within  any  reasonable  distance  from  each 
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other»  I  don't  see  why  we  sbouldn't  kill  two 
birds  with  the  same  stone.  Perhaps  I  may 
know  the  place  if  you  mention  the  name  of  it" 

"  Ton  my  my  life,"  said  the  Colonel,  •*  I 
haven't  courage  enoogh  to  make  the  attempt 
— nev^r  having  learnt  the  language  of  any 
uncivilized  country.  What  is  the  place  called^ 
eh  I  Major?" 

*'  I'll  be  hanged  if  I  can  recoUect,"  said  the 

Major. 

^^  Nor  I  either,"  said  Mr.  Gubbins;  *^  but 
here  comes  the  young  governor,  he'll  set  ye 

all  right  in  a  jiffey,  and  no  mistake,  as  the 

Major  says." 

Just  at  this  precise   moment  the    sea-sick 

passenger,    whom     probably    some     of    our 

readers  may  already  have  recognised  as  Mr. 

Reginald  Dobson,  entered  the  main  cabin ;  who 

having  turned  into  his  berth  with  all  his  clothes 

on,    added  to   his  sea-sick   sufferings — which 

must  be    felt    to    be  duly  appreciated — and 

having  turned  out  again  without  changing,  or 
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ehayiDg^   or  wafihingj  looked  just    as  such   a 
sort  of  person  might  be  supposed  to  look  under 
similar  circumstances.      And    be    was  really 
tben  very  mucb  indisposed;    but  having  dis- 
covered^ not  only  that  there   was  a  lord  on 
boards  but  also  that  the  lord  was  the  Marquess 
of  Baddington,  whose  acquaintance  it  had  long 
been  his   ambition  to  form,   were  it  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  make  a  boast  of  at  the 
mess-table  of  his  regiment,    he    quitted   his 
couch;    and  as   we    said  before  entered  the 
cabin,  and  shook   hands  most    heartily  with 
Jack,   in    order    that    Lord    Badding^on,    to 
whom    he  bowed   most   deferentially,    might 
see  what  an  honest,  warm-hearted  fellow  he 
was,  and  then  he  sunk  down    faint   and  ex- 
hausted on  the  locker  behind  him,  designated 
by  all  on  board  as  the  main   cabin   larboard 
sofa. 

*'  I  say,  Dobby,  my  fellow  warrior,"  said 
Gubbins,  "  what's  the  name  of  your  governor's 
royalty  we'm  going  a  shooting  over?" 

VOL.   n.  Q 
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**  Goss  Grabwygan,*'  drai^Ied  Mr.  Beginald 
Dobson. 

«^  Did  I  hear  aright,"  inquired  the  Mar- 
quese,  ^*  was  Goss  Grabrigan  the  name  of  the 
place  you  intended  to  mention  ?'' 

^*  Yau8|  me  Lawd,''  replied  Mr.  R.  Dobson. 

^'  But  what  sort  of  game  do  you  expect  to 
find  there  ?**  inquired  Lord  Baddiogton. 

**  Birds  to  be  sure,"  said  Mr.  Gubbins ; 
^<  what  other  game  d'ye  think  we  expects  to 
shoot  on  September;  except  may  be  a  hare 
or  a  rabbut  or  two ;  birds  is  the  game  we*m 
after." 

*^  Yaus,  and  do  you  know/'  drawled  Mr.  B. 
Dobson,  "  that  bauds  awe  so  plenty  on  Gos 
Gabwygan  ns  spawoes  in  fwoot  geawden  when 
the  chewees  are  wipe;  and  that  the  pawtees  of 
whom  my  govemaw  pawchased  the  plaoe^  said 
theyM  known  them  sent  off  to  mawket  by 
keawt  loads;  and  that  the  dwivaws  of  the 
mail  used  to  fasten  a  demmed  little  bit  of  a 
button  to  the  lash  of  their  whips^  which  they 
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thew  wound  the  bauds  necks^  aa  they  wan 
acwoss  the  woad,  and  pulled  them  up  like  the 
little  boys  pull  up  the  little  fishew— twew  'pon 
honaw  1" 

^'  But  perhaps,"  said  Lord  Baddington^  ^*  the 
parties  you  spoke  of  did  not  at  the  same  time 
explain  that  the  species  of  birds  they  alluded 
to  might  have  been  tame  geese  instead  of 
partridges." 

'^  Geese  r  exclaimed  the  Major  in  no  small 
surprise,  and  concluding  with  a  shrill  and  long 
protracted  whistle. 

"  A  sell  or  I'm  blow'd,"  chimed  in  Mr.  Gub- 
bins  in  visible  alarm. 

^^  Yes,  geese  must  be  the  birds,"  said  the 
Marquess,  *^  for  in  these  useful  feathered 
bipeds  the  Goss  Ghibrigan  Moors  undoubtedly 
stand  unrivalled ;  but  I  believe  they  are  the 
only  birds  of  any  importance  you  are  likely  to 
meet  with.  There  may  possibly  be  a  few 
straggling  tame  ducks — perhaps  a  fair  sprink- 
bg   of  water  wagtails— a  reasonable   supply 


1 

328  THE  TBREB  STUDEXTS 

of  tit-larks,  and  of  course  a  robin-red-brea3t 
or  two." 

Both  Major  Rodd  and  Mr,  OabbiiiB  looked 
exceedingly  disappointed  at  this  information, 
whilst  Mr.  R  Dobson  looked  proportionally 
silly,  but  the  Colonel,  who  was  more  partial 
to  joking  than  shooting,  laughed  outright,  de- 
claring it  was  the  best  take  in  he  had  e^er 
heard  of,  whilst  Mr.  R.  Dobson  pronounced  it 
to  be,  ^^  a  boa — a  confounded  haw-wbid  dem'd 
boar 

''  Never  mind,  my  hearty  fellows,"  said  the 
Marquess,  "  if  shooting  was  your  only  object 
for  migrating  into  Cornwall,  one  place  will  do 
just  as  well  as  another ;  so  you've  only  to  shift 
your  scene  of  action  from  Goss  Gabrigan  to 
Tresparrow,  which  is  but  a  few  miles  off  from 
it,  where  I  can  offer  you  a  sportman's  shake 
down  in  an  old  tumble-down  house,  and  a 
hearty  welcome." 

This  arrangement  was  no  sooner  proposed 
than  at  once  acceded  to  by  all  parties,  when 
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Mr.  Reginald  DobsoD,  pleading  his  itidiaposi- 
tion  in  excuse,  returned  agciio  to  his  berth  ia 
the  after  cabin;  and  then  Lord  Baddington 
explained  what  manner  of  place  Gos^  Gabrigan 
really  was,  being  well  acquainted  with  it  a^  it 
joined  the  property  of  the  Duke  his  father. 
He  described  it  as  a  barren  tract  of 
Moorland  incapable  of  any  kind  of  cultiva- 
tion which  old  DobsoD  had  been  in- 
duced to  purchase  upon  the  suppoaition  that 
it  contained  riches  beneath  which  would  amply 
compensate  for  its  barren  surface.  But  these 
riches  it  seems  were  so  cunningly  stowed  away 
underground,  that  no  one  had  ever  succeeded 
finding  in  any  portion  of  them^  though  num- 
bers had  been  ruined  in  the  attempt :  notwith- 
standing which  the  new  purchaser  designed 
to  carry  on  mining  adrentnres  there  on 
a  larger  scale  than  had  ever  before  been  at- 
tempted ;  and  to  sum  op  the  whole^  it  seemed 
the  honourable  member  for  Longpassage  had 
been  most  grossly  taken  in  as  Londoners,  (for 
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such  the  Cornish  Miners  term  all  the  world 
but  themselves)  not  unfrequently  are  when 
they  engage  in  mimng  speculations. 

It  was  next  determined  that  all  parties  were 
to  start  on  the  day  following  in  the  two  yachts 
for  Truro^  which  was  about  ten  miles  distant 
from  Tresparrow.  Bat  with  the  morrow  came 
on  a  gale  of  wind  from  the  westward,  which 
continued  throughout  the  whole  of  that  day 
and  the  next;  then  followed  floods  of  rain, 
which  lasted  the  best  part  of  the  night, 
and  ended  in  a  dead  calm;  so  that  it  was 
at  length  resolved,  this  being  the  last  day  of 
August,  that  the  whole  party  should  at  once 
make  up  their  minds  to  proceed  by  land.  They 
accordingly  secured  places  in  the  mail,  and  at 
six  a.m.  on  the  following  day  they  all  set  off 
from  Torpoint,  occupying  the  outside  them- 
selves, and  stowing  away  the  dogs  inside.  In 
this  manner  they  arrived  about  noon  at  the 
Goss  Gabrigan  moors,  in  crossing  which  every 
one  was  convinced  it  was  in  vain  to  look  for 
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partridges,  (though  later  in  the  season  plenty 
of  snipes  might  probably  have  been  found 
there  frozen,  and  the  coach  having  drawn 
up  at  a  public-house  within  a  few  miles  from 
Tresparrow,  it  was  proposed  the  party  should 
shoot  their  way  thither,  which  was  carried 
into  effect  accordingly." 


THE  END  OF  VOL.   II. 


T.  C.  NxwBY,  Printer,  72,  Mortimer-street,  CaTCDcUsh-squarc 


f 


THE 


THREE    STUDENTS 


OP 


GRAY'S     INN, 
A    NOVEL. 

IN    THREE     VOLUMES. 
BT 

WILLIAM    HUGHES,    ESQ. 


VOL.  m. 


LONDON: 

T.  C.  NEWBY,  78  MORTIMER  St.,  CAVENDISH  So 
.    184«. 


THE 


THREE    STUDENTS. 


CHAPTER  L 


A    SHOOTING    EXCUB8I0N,     AND    A  DINNER 
AFTERWARDS. 


It  would  probably  be  uninteresting  to  most  of 
our  readers  were  we  to  enter  into  a  minute  de- 
tail of  the  sporting  adventures  of  the  party 
during  their  route  from  the  Goss  Grabrigan 
moors  to  the  old  manor  house  of  Tresparrow. 
It'will^  therefore,  be  sufficient  to  remark  that 

VOL.   III.  B 
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after  leaving  the  moors  behind  them,  whicl 
half  an  hour's  walking  enabled  them  to  ac 
complish,  they  got  into  a  better  neighbourhood 
and  fiilling  in  with  a  covey  or  two,  manager 
amongst  them  to  bag  a  few  partridges ;  stil 
there  was  one  of  the  party  from  whom  fortun 
seemed  to  have  withdrawn  her  smiles  upon  tha 
memorable  day,  and  this  was  Mr.  Keginal 
Dobson ;  for  though  he  fired  off  several  timei 
not  a  single  partridge  did  he  bring  down — th 
only  thing  in  fact  that  he  really  did  kill  wa 
a  brown  tame  duck  that  had  stolen  her  nes 
in  a  quickset  hedge  adjoining  a  farm-yard 
which  the  Colonel  happening  to  discover  a 
they  walked  along,  pointed  out  to  the  yoanj 
soldier  as  a  hare  seated  in  its  form.  Thi 
the  cornet  no  sooner  caught  a  sight  of,  tha 
he  up  gun,  and  keeping  his  head  well  bacli 
ai\d  shutting  both  his  eyes,  blazed  away  at  : 
most  valiantly,  and  not  only  knocked  over  th 
duck  as  dead  as  a  hammer,  but  at  the  saoa 
time,  with  the  stray  shots — wounding  some  ac 
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frightening  the  rest — he  thoroughly  routed  a 
whole  beyy  of  pigs,  who  were  slumbering  in 
fancied  security  amongst  the  straw  on  the  other 
side  of  the  hedge,  unconscious  of  the  danger 
that  awaited  them'— and  then  such  a  tumblmg 
over,  squeaking,  grunting,  and  scampering  en- 
sued, as  speedily  to  bring  their  owner  about 
Dobson's  ears.  Fortunately f  he.  proved  to  be  a 
tenant  of  the  Duke's,  and  was,  on  being  in- 
formed who  the  party  were,  easily  paci- 
fied on  being  offered  payment  for  the  damage 
done;  but  which  the  sai  disant  captain  pro- 
nounced to  be  ''A  bore !  a  demmed  disagree- 
able bore  I"  for  like  his  '*Governaw,"  as  he 
called  the  honourable  Member  for  Long- 
passage,  he  never  willingly  shelled  out  his 
money ;  and  this  somewhat  damped  the  hitherto 
unmitigated  delight  he  had  felt  in  numbering 
the  Marquess  of  Baddlngton  amongst  his  ac- 
quaintance. 

And  now  for  the  old  manor  house  at  which  all 
the  party  are  arrived,  their  sporting   dresses 
B  3 
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shifted,  and  all  ready  to  sit  down  to  the  ample 
repast    laid   out  for  them   on  the  great  hall 
table :  but  before  we  attempt  to  describe  the 
hall,  let  ns  first  give  an  outline  of  the  house 
to  which  it  ap])ertained.     It  was  a  plain  struc- 
ture of  moderate  size  of  the  Elizabethan  style 
of   architecture,  \;ith  the  old-fashioned  gable 
ends  and  porched  entrance,  so  peculiar  to  the 
buildings  of  that  age.       The  windows  of  all 
the  best  apartment  looked  out  into  an  exten- 
sive curtilage  surrounded  by  a  low  wall,  be- 
yond which  was  a  grove  of  trees  that  com- 
pletely excluded  every  view  of  the  surrounding 
country,  which, under  the  circumstances  wftscor* 
rect enough,  as  the  country  was  not  worth  look- 
ing at.     The  grey  stone  walls  of  the  building, 
overgrown  in  many  places  with  ivy,  presented 
a  truly  picturesque  effect,  which  in  some  mea- 
sure, it  must  be  honestly  confessed  was  owing 
to  its  dilapidated  condition.    All,  indeed,  that 
for  years  had  been  -  attempted  was  to  prevent 
an  old  mansion  from  falling  into  utter  decay. 


^^ 


^ 
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"^idered  scarcely  worth  while 
Hin,  it  was  still  in   corn- 
ed the  great  hall  and 
.1,8  were  in  an  excellent  state 
^    ^  .     The  hall  above  ailnded  to  was 

r  .ose  extensive  rooms   so  peculiar  to 

ji^lizabethan  age,  and  was  i.i  fact  the  only 
apartment  of  any  size  in  the  honse.  The  walls 
of  this  old  hall  were  adorned  with  the  arms  of 
many  illastrious  families  from  whom  the  Duke 
traced  his  descent,  whilst  its  lofty  ceiling  was 
ornamented  in  the  heavy  style  of  plaster-work 
so  peculiar  to  the  sixteenth  century.  Its 
massy  mantel-piece  was  handsomely  set  off 
with  bold  carved-work,  which  corresponded 
well  with  the  heavy  and  antique  furniture^ 
whilst  the  noble  projecting  windows,  divided 
into  mullioned  compartments  partially  darkened 
by  the  luxuriant  ivy,  were  in  excellent  keeping 
with  the  rest ;  and  notwithstanding  the  'truly 
antiquated  appearance  of  the  apartment,  it  still 
carried  with  it  a  thorough  look  of  comfort,  or 
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at  aDy  rate  our  sportsmen  thought  eo^  when 
they  saw  a  good  substantial  dinner  laid  out  on 
the  old  oaken  table,  and  the  bhizing  logs  upon 
the  ample  hearth,  which,  even  early  in  Septem- 
ber, is  by  no  means  an  unpleasant  sight  in  an 
extensive  room  like  the  great  hall  at  Trespar- 
row  Manor  House. 

The  two  old  servants  who  waited  on  them 
seemed  as  if  exactly  suited  to  the  mansion, 
being  cheerful  and  respectable  old  folks,  who, 
having  lived  many  years  in  their  master's  ser- 
vice, had  at  length  thought  proper  to  take  each 
other  for  better  or  worse ;  and  their  master, 
by  way  of  providing  for  them,  had  sent  them 
down  to  take  care  of  this  old  place,  whexe, 
bdng  allowed  the  assistance  of  a  couple  of 
under-servants,  they  might  almost  be  said  to  be 
the. master  and  mistress  of  the  mansion,  for  it 
was  rarely  the  Duke  or  any  of  his  family 
visited  it.  But  for  all  this,  the  Marquess  and 
lus  comrades  were  by  no  means  unwelcome 
guests ;  for  the  old  place  being  rather  dull  to 
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li?e  in  all  the  ye^r  rounds  the  unusual  bustle 
caused  by  the  arrival  of  our  party  was  by  no 
means  unacoeptable ;  and  Mrs.  Smithson,  being 
of  an  active  turn  of  mind,  not  only  super- 
iQtended  the  cooking  and  dishing  up  of  the 
dinner,  but  also  contrived  to  arrange  her  best 
bib  and  tucker,  and  assist  her  husband  in  wait- 
ing on  the  guests,  whilst  partaking  of  it — a 
duty  she  well  knew  the  other  servants  of  the 
establishment  were  wholly  incapable  of  dis*- 
chai^ng. 

Now  this  half  deserted  old  mansion,  like 
many  others  of  a  similar  kind,  had  for  seve- 
ral years  past  borne  the  reputation  of  being 
haunted,  which  was  fully  believed  by  all  the 
country  round ;  and  even  old  Jacob  Smithson 
himself,  though  he  had  served  several  years 
most  gallantly  as  a  trooper  in  the  sliitto  regi- 
ment with  the  Duke  of  Westford,  his  master, 
was  not  overwilling  to  venture  alone  into  every 
chamber  in  the  house  after  nightfal. 

As  may  be  very  naturally  supposed,  this 
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sbgular  struoture  formed  some  part  of  the  con- 
Yersatioii  doriDg  the  course  of  the  evenings 
when  the  bad  character  it  bore  on  account  of 
the  nnearthly  goests  who  were  supposed  to 
intrude  themselves  there  was  not  forgotten. 
Lord  Baddington  indeed,  who  had  heard  over 
and  over  again  every  ghost  story  connected 
with  the  place,  related  them  all,  and  amongst 
others,  how  that  Lord  Trelawarren,  a  former 
proprietor  of  the  mansion,  was  in  the  habit  of 
occasionally  indulging  in  a  drive  in  a  coach  and 
sizy  from  midnight  till  cock  crow,  around  the 
porch  chamber,  a  small  room,  about  eight  feet 
square,  situate  over  the  projecting  entrance. 

On  hearing  this  Mr.  Oubbins  looked  some* 
what  disconcerted,  it  having  been  arranged  that 
this  was  to  be  his  bedroom;  and  although 
outwardly  a  sceptic  in  the  existence  of  ghosts, 
like  many  others  equally  so,  his  fears  of  them 
exceeded  his  unbelief.  In  every  other  respect 
he  was  as  brave  as  a  lion.  Mr.  Beginald  Dob- 
son  also  affected  to  laugh  increduously  at  these 
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goblin  tales ;  yet^  as  it  waxed  later,  the  Iauq:h 
resolved  itself  into  a  tremulous  titter,  whicii 
changed  into  a  gaping  stare^  when  the  Mar- 
quess proceeded  to  state  that  the  appari* 
tion  of  a  beautiful  lady  was  every  now  and 
then  hunted  throughout  the  house,  and  run 
down  and  torn  to  pieces  by  a  ghostly  pack  of 
headless  blood  hounds,  cheered  on  and  followed 
by  a  headless  knight  in  full  armour,  mounted 
on  a  headless  fiend  barbed  steed.  This  was 
stated  to  result  from  the  fact  of  the  spectre 
hunts  iian^  who  some  centuries  before  had  been 
a  knight  renowned  in  deeds  of  arms,  having 
decapitate  himself  in  a  fit  of  despair,  because 
his  lady  love  had  thought  proper  to  slight 
his  affections,  and  whose  ghost  it  was  he  now 
hunted  down  in  thi;3  merciless  manner. 

But  the  Major,  though  a  little  man,  was,  as 
we  have  already  said,  well  primed  with  pluck, 
and  charged  up  to  the  very  muzzle  with  cou- 
rage, so  he  defied  both  ghost  and  goblin,  and 

by  way  of  throwing  a  complete  air  of  ridicule 
B    5 
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dyer  such  tales^  volunteered  a  mock  Bentimen- 
tally  horrible  ballad^  about  ^*  One  Mister  Billy 
White/'  who»  at  the  instiftation  of  the  enemy 
of  mankind,  p<H8on6d  a  cruel  fair  one  who  had 
treated  his  affection  with  scorn,  by  putting 
arsenic  in  some  sheep's  head  broth. 


*'  Of  which  she  ate  as  long  aa  she  was  able. 

And  then  fell  stock  stone  dead  down  under  the  table."* 


After  which,  so  said  the  song,  the  foul  fiend 
appeared  to  poor  Billy  in  the  form  of  a  sheep. 

''When  they  Tanished  off  in  a  flame  of  fire, 
Which  all  the  folks  did  Teiy  much  admire  ; 
They  did  neyer  see  sich  a  sight  before, 
Aud  tis  to  be  hoped  they'll  neyer  see  sich  a  oght  no 
more." 

And  this  the  little  warrior  sang  with  great 
force  and  effect,  and  ^theu  Jack,  in  order  to 
keep  up  the  spirits  of  the  party,  sang  a  woeful 
ballad  all  about  a  young  lady,  who  on  her 
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wedding  day  by  way  of  flport  conoealed  her- 
self in  a  large  oak  chest,  which  closing  upon 
her  by  a  secret  spring,  became  her  coffin,  in 
which  her  skeleton  was  discotered  several 
years  afterwards,  every  verse  of  which  con- 
iSluded  with, 

"  Oh !  the  mistletoe  bough." , 

This  dismal  ditty  of  Jack  was  followed  by 
something  more  cheerful,  in  the  form  of  old 
Jacob  Smithson,  who  just  at  its  conclusion 
brought  in  some  devilled  game  and  broiled 
bones,  which  being  afterwards  superseded  by 
brandy  and  water>  and  cigars,  the  discourse  very 
soon  assumed  a  different  turn,  being  solely  con- 
fined to  the  affairs  of  the  living;  and  then  Mr. 
Beginald  Dobson,  who  had  hitherto  been  remark- 
ably taciturn,  engrossed  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  conversation,  and  endeavonted  to  en- 
fighten  all  present  by  recounting  the  numerous 
conquests  he  had  achieved,  not  in  the  blood* 
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stained  field  of  battle,  but  amoogst  the  soft,  1 
believing  sex,  who,  if  what  he  said  of  1 
was  true,  were  far  more  soft  and  credi 
than  his  hearers ;  as  the  latter — in  spite  < 
his  assertions — would  not  believe  it  poa 
he  could  be  one  tenth  part  of  the  a] 
scoundrel  he  pretended.  Mr.  Gubbins 
by  his  oft  repeated  libations  at  least  acqi 
enough  Dutch  courage  to  defy  the  sp< 
baron  and  his  coach  and  six  to  boot,  th< 
in  his  efforts  to  accomplish  this,  he  had  renc 
himself  quite  incapable  of  reaching  his 
room  without  assistance.  When,  there 
through  the  aid  of  his  con4}anions  he  did 
there,  he  was  quite  hors  de  combat ;  so 
deposited  him  safely  at  full  length  on 
couch,  where  they  left  him  to  sleep  hii 
sober  at  his  leisure;  and  then  the  party  wLi 
each  other  good  nighty  retired  to  their  ref 
tive  chambers. 


1 
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CHAPTER    IL 


ABYENTUBBB  IN  A  HAUNTED   HOUSE. 


Jack  was  so  thoroughly  tired  out  with  the 
violent  exercise  he  had  taken  during  the  day, 
that  in  spite  of  all  his  cares  he  was  scarcely  in  bed 
before  he  was  fast  asleep;  but  from  this  he 
was  shortly  afterwards  aroused  by  a  jarring 
sounds  as  if  some  ponderous  substance  had 
fallen  down^  followed,  as  he  thought,  by  a  deep 
and  hollow  groan.  He  started  up  instantly, 
and  raittng  himself  on  his  elbow,  listened*  at- 
tentively for  a  minute  or  two,  but  hearing 
nothing  farther,  he  was  about  to  conclude  that 
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the  whole  was  merely  the  effect  of  iinagi-> 
nation,  when  he  fancied  he  heard  the  voice  of 
Mr.  Reginald  Dobson  crying  out  as  if  in  great 
distress;  and  almost  at  the  same  instontyhe 
distinctly  heard  something  between  a  squall 
and  a  shriek  tluit  seemed  to  proceed  from  two 
or  three  feasale  voices  succeeded  by  loud  and 
continued  peals  of  laughter,  the  sounds  of 
which  were  rapidly  approaching ;  whikt  at  the 
same  time  he  distinguished  in  another  direction 
a  singular  kind  of  rattling  noise,  as  if  several 
fiat  pieces  of  board  were  struck  together  in 
quick  and  rapid  succession,  accompanied  by  a 
sort  of  dead  hammering  sound,  not  unlike  the 
beating  of  hempw 

Our  hero  instantly  leapt  out  of  bed  and 
looking  out  of  his  bedroom  door  discovered 
in  the  passage,  and  but  a  few  yards  distant  two 
servantjpi'ls  in  their  ordinary  working  dishabille, 
who,  by  the  light  of  the  candle  which  one  of 
them  held,  he  could  perceive  were  leaning 
against  the  wall,  as  if  unable  to  support  them« 
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Belves,  and  laughing  moet  immoderately.  At 
firet  he  was  apprehensive  that  some  of  his 
companions  bad  been  plajing  some  wicked  trick 
which  had  frightened  the  poor  girls  into  hys- 
terics^  so  hastily  slipping  on  a  pair  of  nether 
garments,  he  approached  and  questioned  them 
as  to  the  oaose  of  their  alarm. 

*'  Lor  bless  ee  mister,  my  lard  sir,  us  b'ant  no 
ways  frightened/'  said  one  of  the  girls,  scarcely 
able  to  articulate  for  laughing,  '^but  dowels 
plaze,  there^s  a  kind  soul— do'ee  take  thickee 
candle  and  rin  and  help  the  poor  gen'lman — us 
wud  sous  and  wuUun — but  ur  'th  in  sich  a 
ghastly  shape,  us  can't  for  very  shame  go  a 
nigh'st  mun." 

Jack,  without  waiting  for  any  further  ex- 
planation took  the  light  the  handmaiden  prof- 
fered, and  proceeded  as  fast  as  he  could  towards 
Dobson's  bedroom,  to  which  he  was  directed 
by  his  loud  outcries ;  and  he  soon  distinguished 
the  expressions  of^^  Murdaw— help — whey-awe 
am  I—what  a  bore  I"  but  in  a  most  sepulchral  and 
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unearthly  tone  of  voice;  when  roshing  into 
the  room,  he  saw  such  a  sight  as  fally  ac« 
oounted  for  the  behavioor  of  the  maid  sei^ 
▼ants. 

On  the  hearth  of  the  old  fashioned  open  fire- 
place which  was  of  ample  space  and  devoid  of 
a  grate,  stood  revealed  a  pair  of  long^  slight  and 
very  ill  formed  legs,  the  nobler  parts  being 
evidently  np  the  chimney,  the  whole  forming 
the  person  of  Mr.  B^pnald  Dobaon,  who  was 
still  crying  out  most  piteonsly  for  succour. 

Jack  instantly  started  forward  and  liberated 
the  captive  from  his  confined  Bastile,  who 
was  indeed  in  a  sad  plight — ^his  face  aod 
hands  were  as  black  as  a  chimney  sweep*s,  and 
his  night  shirt — for  he  really  did  wear  some- 
thing of  the  sort,  though  rather  of  scanty 
dimensions — was  completely  covered  with  soot, 
added  to  which,  his  nose  was  bleeding  rather 
copiously,  and  swollen  to  about  twice  its  usual 
dimensions. 

Before  Jack  had  time  to  make  any  inquiries 
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as  to  the  extraordinary  predicauient  in  which 
he  discovered  the  young  warrior,  his  attention 
was  again  attracted  by  the  rattling  noise  he  had 
before  heard,  accompanied  with  cries  of  help  in 
a  voice  he  knew  to  be  that  of  Mr.  Gubbins, 
and  who  was  bawling  out  most  lustily.  To 
that  gentleman's  apartment,  therefore,  our 
hero  next  hastened,  closely  attended  by  the 
oomet,  who,  afraid  to  remain  behind,  tripped 
along,  like  a  faithful  man  Friday,  close  to  his 
deliverer's  side,  at  a  pace  something  between  a 
stagger  and  a  run ;  and  who  just  at  that  time 
would  have  afforded  no  bad  representation  of 
that  honest  savage ;  whose  terrors,  when  he 
gave  his  cannibal  enemies  the  slip,  could  have 
been  but  trifling  in  comparison  with  those  of 
Dobson,  who  was  ready  to  sink  down  and 
expire  with  sheer  fright  on  hearing  the  boister- 
ous screams  of  laughter  that  proceeded  from 
the  hidden  darkness  at  the  head  of  a  steep 
flight  of  stairs  they  chanced  to  pass,  and  it 
was  with  extreme  di£Sculty  he  contrived  to 
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support  his  tottering  limbs,  till^  with  his  com- 
panion,  he  reached  Gubbins*   bed-room. 

Before  however  we  proceed  to  state  what 
took  place  there,  we  mast  first  expbin  how  it 
was  that  Mr.  Reginald  Dobson  came  to  be 
placed  in  the  extraordinary  situation  we  have 
just  before  mentioned. 

According  to  his  own  account  of  the  affair, 
and  which  was  in  substance  correct,  it  seemed 
that  when  he  got  into  bed  he  left  a  candle 
burning  on  the  floor  by  his  bedside,  and  soon 
after  he  fell  fast  asleep,  and  was  dreaming  of 
the  ^'  deaw  demned  little  keckaws/'  he  had  been 
previously  talking  so  much  about,  and  breath- 
ing nothing  but  otto  of  roses,  milleflears,  and 
all  sorts  of  sweets  and  perfumes,  when  his 
olfactory  nerves  were  offended  by  a  far  less 
agreable  odour ,  which  on  awakening  he  found 
to  proceed  from  the  expiring  flame  of  Ao 
candle  that  had  burnt  down  into  the  socket, 
and  caught  the  paper  in  which  it  had  been 
enveloped,  in  order  to  secure  its  limited  dimen- 
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sions  within  the  candlestiok.     This  being,  as  be 
aaidj  "  a  bore/'  he  instantly  jumped  out  of  bed, 
and  carried  the  offending  light  to  the  chimney^ 
in  order  that  the  *'  demned  disagreeable  smoke" 
might   escape  up  it;   and  haying  placed  the 
candlestick  on  the  hearthstone,  he  stooped  down 
and  blew  ont  the  light.    But  when  he  arose 
again  and  stepped  forward  to  return  to  his 
bed,   he  struck  his  face   with  such   violence 
against  a  rough  stone  wall,  that  he  recoiled 
backwards,  when  the  hinder  part  of  his  head 
encountered  a  similar  fate,  which  was  renewed 
upon  every  attempt  he  made  either  to  advance 
or  to  retire.     Confused  in  the  darkness  with 
which  he  was  then  surrounded,  which  was  also 
aided  by  the  deep  potations  in  which  he  had 
been  so  freely  indulging,  as  well  as  half  stunned 
and  smarting  with  the  bruises  he  had  received, 
it  was  in  vain  he  attempted  to  escape. — Turn 
which  way  he  would  the  same  barrier  still  op- 
posed his  egress ;  whilst  to  add  to  his  confusion 
he  saw,  as  he  said,  continued  flashes  of  light- 
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niag,  and  heard,  as  he  stated,  the  most  appalling 
shrieks  and  hellish  laughter,  as  if  all  their 
friends  of  the  regions  below  had  been  let  loose 
upon  him. 

Now  the  real  state  of  the  case  was,  that 
being  something  more  than  half  drunk,  it  had' 
never  occurred  to  him  that  as  soon  as  he  stood 
upright  after  blowing  out  the  candle,  his  body 
was  in  the  inside  of  the  chimney  instead  of  the 
out,  which  must  instantly  have  occurred  to  any 
man  in  his  sober  senses.  The  screams  and 
laughter  may  readily  be  accounted  for,  as  aria-* 
ing  from  the  surprise  of  the  maid  servants  at 
what  burst  so  unexpectedly  upon  their  sight, 
and  the  lightning  to  the  farthing  rushlight  one 
of  them  carried. 

They  chanced  to  be  passing  Dobson's  door 
just  at  the  commencement  of  his  catastrophe, 
having  been  kept  up  later  than  usual  in  dis- 
charge of  their  respective  avocations,  which  in 
so  limited  an  establishment  we  may  suppose 
were  somewhat  increased  by  the  accession  of  so 
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many  guests,  and  hearing  some  one  from 
within  calling  loudly  for  help,  they  imagined 
him  to  be  taken  suddenly  ill,  and  therefore 
unceremoniously  entering  the  room  disooTcred, 
to  their  no  small  amazement,  a  similar  exhibit 
tion  of  Mr.  Reginald  Dobson's  person,  as 
was  disclosed  to  Jack's  equal  surprise  a  few 
minutes  afterwards. 

And  now  we  must  return  to  see  what  had 
become  of  Mr.  Gubbins,  whose  voice  it  was 
that  Jack  had  heard,  for  it  was  a  peculiar  voice, 
and  one  not  easily  mistaken.  On  arriving  at 
this  gentleman's  door.  Jack  encountered  Colo- 
nel Anderson  and  the  Marquess,  both  of  whom 
had  just  groped  their  way  thither  in  the  dark, 
having  been  directed  by  the  loud  bawling  and 
noise  that  Gubbins  had,  till  that  very  moment, 
'  >een  keeping  up,  biit  which  ceased  the  moment 
the  door  was  opened ;  when  on  entering  the 
room  they  could  discover  no  further  traces  of 
him  than  the  impression  his  heavy  body  had 
made  on  the  then  unoccupied  bed. 
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This  for  the  moment  so  astonished  the  whole 
party,  that  even  Dobson,  who  stood  in  the 
back  ground,  escaped  notice. 

*'  I  hope/'  said  the  Colonel,  ''  this  thick- 
headed booby  has'nt  in  some  mad  freak  or 
other  jumped  out  of  the  window.  Hark  I  it 
seemed  as  if  I  heard  him  close  by,  attempting 
to  suppress  a  laugh." 

They  listened  a  moment,  and  hearing  no- 
thing, the  Marquess  stepped  forward  to  the 
window — ^^^  It's  plain  enough,"  he  said,  ''Ghib- 
bins  can't  have  made  his  exit  here,  as  the  case* 
ment  is  both  closed  and  latched." 

'^  Then  suppose  we  search  for  him  under  the 
bed,"  said  Jack,  stooping  down  and  lifHng  up 
the  valance. 

"  Trust  you  for  unkennelling  a  fox,  Master 
Jack,"  exclaimed  the  voice  of  Mr.  Gubbins 
from  underneath.  ^*  Here  I  be,  sure  enough, 
but  how  I  came  here,  puzzle  my  brains  if  I 
know  any  more  than  the  man  in  the  moon." 

**  Well,  since  you  are  there,"  said  the  Colo- 
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nel,  ^^  it  seems  the  best  place  for  you,  so  make 
yoanelf  comfortable— we  woald'nt  disturb  you 
on  any  account.  Good  night — good  night/* 
and  he  was  about  to  leave  the  room. 

^'No  thank^ee.  Master  Colonel^  stop  a  bit 
please,'*  said  Mr.  Gubbins,  ''I've  been  dead 
and  buried  long  enough,  and  so  I'll  just  get 
above  ground  again  as  fast  as  I  can.  Hang 
they  wooden  what's  a  names,"  he  exclaimed, 
as  his  head,  on  his  attempting  to  rise,  came  in 
contact  with  the  laths  beneath — such  as  we 
sometimes  find  in  lieu  of  a  sacking  in  old* 
fashioned  bedsteads — and  then  thumped  back 
again  upon  the  floor,  producing  the  rattling 
and  dead  hammering  sound  that  had  before 
attracted  our  hero's  attention.  ^'Yer's  the 
game  I've  a  been  playing  this  last  half  hour, 
Tancying  I  was  boxed  up  in  my  coffin  and  buried 
alive,  blow'd  if  I  did'nt.  Yer,  Jack,  lay  hold 
of  a  leg,  will  ye  P  That's  right,  pull  away,  my 
hearties,''  he  continued,  as  Jack  and  the  Mar- 
quess, seizbg  each  on  a  limb,  drew  him  forth 
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toyiev,  with  his  coat  turned  over  his  ears,  and 

himself  covered  with  dust,  down,  and  feathers, 

* 
which  the  lazy  servants  had  swept  linder  the 

bed  instead  of   carrying    away,   as  all    tidy 
housemaids  would  doubtless  have    done.      No 
sooner  was    Mr.  Gubbins  fairly  on  his  legs 
again,  than  casting  his  eyes  around,  Mr.  Re- 
ginald Dobson  instantly  attracted  his  attention, 
peering  over  the  shoulders  of  the  rest  of  the 
party,  looking  most  miserable  whilst  his  jaws 
were  rattling  like  a  pair  of  castenets,  when 
Gubbins  burst  out   into  a  roar  of  laughter, 
which  drew  every  one's  attention  to  the  un* 
lucky   object,  whose  appearance  rendered    it 
quite  impossible  for  any  one  of  them  to  retain 
their  gravity;  in  fact  each,  in  his  own  peculiar 
manner,  laughed  heartily,  if  not  as  loudly  as 
Mr.  Gubbins  himself;  and  this  put  Dobson  in 
a  rage ;  for  he  had  just  then  recovered  courage 
enough  to  be  exceedingly  irritable. 

'^  Never  mind,  Dobby,  my  boy,"   said  Mr. 
Gubbins,  staggering  up  with  drunken  gravity 
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to  the  party  addressed,  and  giying  him  so 
hearty  a  slap  on  the  shoulder  as  to  produce  a 
cloud  of  soot  that  nearly  obscured  the  apart- 
ment, and  at  the  same  time  half  choked  every- 
body in  it;  ** never  mind,  Dobby,  my  boy, 
we'm  all  drunk,  and  that's  a  fact.  But 
what  put  you  up  to  play  the  game  of  nigger, 
aye?  Well,  it's  nation  lucky  I  did'nt  see 
you  when  I  thought  I  was  all  boxed  up  in 
my  coffin— blow'd  if  I  should'nt  have  took  you 
for Oh  lor  I "  Here,  unable  to  con- 
tain himself  any  longer,  he  burst  into  a  fit  of 
laughter,  even  more  boisterous  than  before. 

But  the  subject  of  it  was  by  no  means  in- 
clined to  join  in  the  merriment  he  had  thus  un- 
wittingly excited,  so  he  was  handed  over  to  the 
care  of  Mr.  Smithson  (for  by  this  time  the 
whole  household  were  aroused),  and  being  well 
washed  and  scrubbed,  he  again  retired  to  his 
bed ;  but  not  until  he  had  prevailed  upon  the 
old  servant  to  watch  by  his  bed  side  till  day- 
light— fear    having    so  completely    overcome 

VOL.  III.  c 
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every  other  feeling —that  even  the  oertaia 
ridicule  his  cowardice  would  expose  him  to, 
was  insufficient  to  induce  him  to  brave  the 
terrors  of  spending  the  rest  of  the  night  alone 
in  that  awful  apartment. 

And  now  do  we  think  proper  to  account  for 
everything :  we  deem  it  necessary  to  explain 
the  origin  and  cause  of  the  disturbance  Mr. 
Gubbins  had  just  been  making. 

It  seems  that  Jack's  melancholy  mistletoe- 
bough-ballad>  though  not  one  exactly  to  Mr. 
Gubbin's  taste,  kept  ringing  in  his  ears  whilst 
asleep^  during  which  he  dreamt  he  wassauntering 
along^  thinking  of  nothing,  and  wishing  the  tone 

at  the  d 1^  when  he  tumbled,  as  he  thought, 

over  a  high  precipice.  Although  stunned  by  the 
fall,  there,  he  said,  was  the  ^'tarnation  mistletoe^ 
bough"  fiddling  away  at  his  elber,  whilst 
some  kind  friends  who  picked  him  up,  supposing 
him  dead,  were  preparing  him  for  burial  '*  I 
tried  then,"  he  continued,  '^just  to  put  in  a 
stave  of  my  own,  and  to  jing  out  'twas  all  m 


THB  THBGE  STUDENTS.  27- 

mistake — ^bot  conld'nt  come  it  either  with 
moath-speechy  or  motion ;  so  box  me  up  they 
would  nolus  boluif  and  bnry  me  they  did  sure 
enough  as  I  thought;  when  all  at  once  I  seems 
to  wake  up  like,  and  then  the  first  thing  I  does 
was  to  try  to  rise  myself  on  end,  when  whop  comes 
my  noddle  agen  summet  rayther  harder  than, 
was  agreeable,  and  bounce  whack  down  such  a 
thump  on  the  floor  as  never  was  ;  I  tries  it  on 
agen  and  ngen,  and  'twas  just  the  same ;  and 
then  I  begins  to  ax  o'  myself—^  Gubbins,  be 
you  buried  alive  or  no  ?'  and  not  knowing  ex- 
actly what  to  make  of  it,  I  begins  to  kick  and 
to  holler  away,  while  my  precious  crabshell 
continued  to  make  a  regular  rattle  agen  the 
what's-a-names,  till  in  comes  the  light,  and 
then  in  a  jiffy,  or  in  the  twinkling  of  a 
bed-post,  as  the  saying  is,  £  sees  at  once 
where  I  was.  But  as  to  how  I  com'd  there, 
as  I  said  before,  I'm  dashed  if  I  can  teU'ee." 
^*  Perhaps  you  might  have  fallen  off  in  your 
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sleep  and  rolled  yourself  under  without 
aware  of  it  ?"  suggested  Jack. 

"  You'm  nation  cute.  Master  Jack,  and 
like  you'm  right,"  answered  Gubbina. 

**  But  why,"  interrupted  the  Colonel,  ** 
you  say  where  you  were  when  we  can 
your  room  ?  was'nt  it  enough  to  wake 
and  bring  us  half-dressed  from  our  warn 
to  see  what  was  the  matter,  without  letti 
suppose  you'd  broken  your  scape  gallowe 
by  jumping  out  of  the  window  ?" 

"  Because,"  answered  Gubbina,  "  I  i 
hopes  you'd  have  walked  out  just  as  wise 
came  in,  and  then  I  might  have  had  the  lai 
my  own  side;  but  there,  never  mind — 'tis 
to  me  ;  Johnny  Gubbina  '11  never  run 
because  there's  a  joke  agen  'un — stand 
the  Major  does  the  account  bull-fight 
sure,"  added  he,  looking  slyly  towards  th 
jor,  who  was  standing  by  very  lightly  clad, 
with  a  double-barrelled  gun,  and  looking 
mination  itself.    *^  And  now,  my  jolly  fellei 
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continued,  *^  Til  wiBh'ee  all  good  night,  and  turn 
in  and  Bleep  myself  sober  agen ;  for  knocking 
about  my  precious  crabshell,  as  I  have  for  the 
last  ever  so  long,  has  given  me  a  most  tarnation 
head-ache,  and  no  mistake,  as  the  Major  says." 
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CHAPTER  m. 


A     PERIIiOUS     KAMBLB,     TERMINATING     IN    AN 
UNEXPECTED  MEETINO, 


Mb.  B^ginald  Dobson  was  so  thoroughly 
ashamed  of  the  events  of  the  preoeding  night, 
added  to  the  fear  of  passing  such  another,  that 
he  resolved  to  leave  the  hoose  at  an  eariy 
hoar  on  the  foUowing  moming,  even  at  the 
risk  of  forfeiting  the  Marquess'  acquaint- 
anoe  he  had  been  so  desirous  of  acquir- 
ing.      As    soon,   therefore,   as   old    Smith- 
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«on  retired  from  his  watch  by  bis  bedside 
did  the  young  warrior  arise  and  prepare  to 
decamp.  This  he  effected  without  interruption 
or  discovery,  and  the  first  notice  of  his  abrupt 
departure,  was  received  through  the  medium 
of  a  man  he  had  sent  from  the  nearest  post- 
house  to  bring  away  hb  luggage.  How  he  got 
there  no  one  troubled  himself  to  inquire^  and 
to  confess  the  truth,  his  late  boon  companions 
were  by  no  means  sorry  to  be  fairly  rid  of  him. 
But  although  Mr*  Reginald  Dofoson  had  left 
Tresparrow  in  such  complete  disgust,  the 
rest  of  the  party  liked  ,  their  quarters  there 
amazingly — Gubbins  thought  no  B9ore  of  the 
Baron  and  his  coach-and-six,  and  being  more 
moderate  ia  his  libations,  managed  to  rest 
quietly  in  his  bed;  in  fact,  no  sooner  hatl 
Dobson  left  them  than  the  rest  sobered  them« 
selves  down  to  rational  beings;  and  though 
•porting  WAS  carried  on  with  all  its  ardour,  and 
a  convivial  glass  might  afterwards  be  indulged 
in,  nothing  like  the  excess  of  the  first  day 
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occurred  again  during  their  stay  there.  Upo 
the  whole  the  time  passed  away  so  agieeabi 
that  the  week^  which  was  intended  to  ha^ 
been  the  original  limit  of  their  stay,  had  bee 
already  extended  to  a  month,  and  there  is  n 
saying  how  much  longer  they  might  have  re 
mained  had  not  Colonel  Anderson  receive 
some  letters  of  importance  which  required  hi 
immediate  attendance  in  London.  This  ws 
the  signal  for  the  breaking  up  of  the  who) 
party >  and  accordingly  the  Colonel  set.  off  i 
the  next  mail  direct  for  town,  and  Gubbix 
and  the  little  Miyor  again  joined  their  yach: 
which  for  some  time  had  been  awaiting  thei 
arrival  in  the  Truro  River. 

It  so  happened  that  Jack  and  the  Marquee 
about  this  time  contemplated  a  cruise  on  tfa 
Irish  Coast,  but  resolving  to  have  one  day' 
more  sport  before  they  started,  and  to  lose  s 
little  time  as  possible,  they  sent  orders  that  th 
Dolphiuiwhich  had  accompanied  the  Blue-eye 
Maid   to  Truro^  should  proceed   round    tl 
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Land's  End,  and  take  them  on  board  at  a  small 
fiahing  port  on  the  n6rth  coa^t  of  the  county, 
which  was  atuated  within  a  few  fniles  of  Tre- 
sparrow.  Kow  this  fishii^station — though  it 
possessed  a  pier  which  afforded  shelter  and 
protection  to  a  few  fisbing^boats  and  one  or 
two  small  vessels  that  were  occasionally  in  the 
habit  of  trading  there — being  only  a  tide- 
harbour  and  dry  at  low  water,  it  was  badly 
adapted  to  vessels  like  the  Dolphin,  which  are 
built  soMy  for  fast  sailing,  and  are  always  ill- 
calculated  for  taking  the  ground.  When, 
therefore,  the  yacht  arrived  off  the  port,  and 
Captain  Chip,  her  sailing-master^  had  gone  on 
shore  in  the  boat  and  perceived  what  manner 
of  [dace  it  wac^  he  felt  unwilling  tQ  take  the 
vessel  in,  and  accordingly  despatched  one  of 
the  crew  with  a  message  to  the  Marquess,  in« 
forming  hiiki  of  his  apprehensions,  and  to  request 
his  further  orders. 

As  sailorB  are  not  the  best  pilots  on  shore^ 
particularly  when  public  houses  and  beer-shops 
c  5 
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lie  in  their  coarse  —of  which  there  haf 
been  a  pretty  fair  sprinkling  througho\ 
county  of  Cornwall  •—  the  messenger, 
present  instance,  missed  his  road  at 
dozen  times,  which  of  course,  considera 
creased  the  distance;  and  this,  added 
delays  occasioned  by  stoppages  for  refrea 
was  the  cause  of  his  not  arriving  at 
parrow  till  the  evening  had  begiin  U 
in,  though  it  was  only  fnoon  when  1 
out,  and  the  entire  distance— had  he  fo 
the  direct  road — would  have  been  littl( 
than  four  miles* 

From  what  the  Marquess  could  mal 
from^the  man's  message,  (for  Captain  Chi 
the  Barons  of  old,  and  for  equally 
reasons,  was  compelled  to  transmit  his  me 
verbally)  —  he  resolved,  though  prett; 
tired  out  with  the  labours  of  the  day,  1 
ceed  at  onee  on  board ;  in  which  arrange 
Jack  fully  concurred.  Hastily,  therefore,  g 


their  baggage  together,  a  horse  and  cart  was 
procured  to  carry  it  down  to  the  coast,  as 
also  the  meaeenger  himself  —  who,  between 
his  previous  fatigue  and  the  good  cheer 
he  had  met  with)  as  well  at  the  old  manor 
house  as  on  the  road,  was  wholly  incapable  of 
walking,  or  even  riding  on  horse^back. 

Nor  were  saddle  horset^  either  quite  so  plentiful 
08  blackberries  at  Treeparrow^  in  fact,  the  only 
animal  of  the  kind  belonging  to  the  establish- 
ment, was  then  dead  lame — nor  was  there  a 
person  from  whom  one  could  be  procured,  re* 
siding  within  three  or  four  miles  distance, 
which  determined^the  Marquess  and  his  compa- 
nion to  proceed  on  foot,  notwithstanding  the 
strong  remonstrances  of  the  worthy  old  house- 
keeper and  her  husband — both  of  whom,  felt 
much  shocked  at  the  idea  of  the  Duke's  son 
tramping  it  from  Tresparrow  to  Markam* 
porth,  for  all  the  world  like  any  common 
body. 

But   there    were    few    bodies  common  ot 
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dtherwUe,    more    capable    of  enduriDg 
gue  of  every   kind    than  their  noble  7 
master,    who     posaessed     a    thorough 
frame    and  undaunted   spirit.      Nor    wa 
companion    (me  whit  behind  him   eithe 
strength  or  courage.  Both  young  men,  ther( 
looked  upon  the  walk  before  them  as  a 
trifle,  and  lighting  a  cigar  each,  they  b( 
in  excellent  spirits  in  company  with  the 
Now    it    so    happened,    that   the    road 
which  this  heavy  vehicle  was  doomed   tc 
and   rumble,    had  many  turns  and  wind 
that  considerably  increased  the  distance ; 
was,   moreover,   far  from    pleasant   to  ti 
!  over,  as  well  on  account  of  the  deep  pits 

ruts  which  occurred  in  many  places,  as  oi 
rough,    loose    stones    which    occurred   e^ 
I  where  else.      Our  two  pedestrians,    there 

^  took  to  a  foot*path    leading  across  the  fi 

!  that  seamed  to  follow  the  same  direction. 

I  like  Christian    and    his  companion,  in    J 

Bunyan's  incomparable  allegory,  they,  too 
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difloovered  that  thb  path  led  them  quite  oat 
of  the  way,  which,  for  some  time,  owing  to 
the  darkneaa  of  the  evening,  thej  did  not 
discover. 

Unwilling,  like  moet  men  who  have  erred, 
to  retrace  their  steps  over  the  same  ground, 
thej  still  pushed  on,  hoping  soon  to  get  into  the 
proper  route,  till  in  the  middle  of  a  newly 
ploughed  field,  they  lost  every  trace  of  the 
beaten  path  they  had  hitherto  been  pursuing* 
Just  at  this  critical  moment,  the  rain,  which  had 
been  previously  little  more  or  less  than  a  light 
miit,  came  down  in  hissing  torrents,  and  it  soon 
grew  so  dark  that*  to  use  John  Bunyan's  words, 
*^  he  that  was  behind,  lost  sight  of  him  that 
went  before.''  Yet  still  on  they  went,  clam- 
bering over  hedges,  floundering  through  ditches 
and  water  courses,  and  stumbling  over  the 
broken  and  uneven  ground— all  the  time  in 
total  ignorance  as  to  the  course  they  ought  to 
pursue.     At  length,  they  came  out  upon  ad 
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open  waste,  consisting  of  low,  sandy,  u 
ting  hillocks,  partially  covered  with  : 
and  perforated  with  rabbit-holes  ; 
added  to  the  uneven  nature  of  the  g 
gave  the  unlucky  wanderers  many  a  fa] 
this  inconvenience  was  trifling  in  < 
risen  to  the  peril  they  ran  of  being 
pitated  into  some  of  the  numerous  sb 
abandoned  mines,  that  surrounded  tl 
every  side,  which,  having  no  kind  of  rai 
embankment,  with  an  aperture  not 
wider  than  an  ordinary  sized  well,  it  ^ 
possible,  dark  as  it  then  was,  to  discern, 
of  these  they  had  passed  by  unap] 
sive  of  their  danger.  Once  the  Mar 
foot  was  on  the  very  brink  of  one 
fathoms  deep,  and  his  next  step  must  ha 
I  cipitated  him  into  eternity,  when    a 

'  gust  of  wind  directly  in  his  face,  ble«7 

J  hat,  and  the  vain  attempt  to  regain  i 

I  him,  and  he  passed  safely  on,  grumblio] 

loss— for  he  saw  not  amidst  the  dense  dark 
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which  he  was  enveloped^  the  Almighty  hand 
that  had  thus  snatched  him  from  destructiom 
At  another  time.  Jack  passed  so  closely  by 
another  abyss  of  a  similar  kind,  that  his  foot 
was  on  the  very  edge,  and  by  its  weight  de^ 
tached  some  portion  of  the  soil  from  the  sur- 
face,  which  from  the  great  depth  it  had  to  fall 
was  several  seconds  ere  it  reached  the  water  at 
the  bottom,  by  which  time,  both  he  and  his 
companion  were  several  paces  off,  when  the 
tbandering  subterranean  crash  it  produced,  as 
they  were  utterly  ignorant  of  the  cause,  asto- 
mshed  them  exceedingly.  But  they  were 
far  too  anxious  to  escape  the  howling  wil* 
demess  they  were  wandering  in,  and  to  reach 
some  habitation  which  would  at  least,  afford 
them  a  temporary  shelter,  to  puzzle  themselves 
much  about  the  matter ;  and  not  long  after 
they  chanced  to  light  upon  a  beaten  track« 
This  they  had  the  good  fortune  to  keep  till 
they  found  themselves  in  a  narrow  lane, 
whose  deep  worn  ruts  denoted  that  at  any  rate 
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it  was  often  travelled  over,  and  would,  | 
biy,  therefore,  in  due  course  of  time  lead 
to  some  dwelling. 

This  lane  soon  brought  them  on  to  ac 
whose  improved  state  kept  up  their  hopes,  t 
it  rained  away  as  hard  as  ever  ;  when  01 
denly  turning  a  comer,  several  light 
windows,  (which  from  their  apparent  si 

1  ^  situation,  evidently  belonged  to  some  au 

}    .  tial  mansion,)   burst  at   once  upon  the: 

i  lighted  view. 

The  very  lights  on  this  inclement  nigh 

i  '  veyed   an  air  of  cheering   hospitality ; 

I  travellers  without  hesitation,  proceeded  s 

i  up  to  the  house  and  rang  away  lustily 

]  ,  door  bell. 

r 

>  Beforetheservantwhoansweredthissui 

'  had  time  to  reply  to  their  questions,  the 

himself  made  his  appearance. 

A  start,  and  then  the  cheerful  smile  0 
come  recognition,  accompanied  with  a 
shakmg   of  hands,  as  if  both  were  trj 


THB   THREB  STUDBNTe.  41 

dislocate  each  other's  ehouldere,  denoted  that 
this  was  not  the  first  time  Jack  and  the  good 
man  of  the  house  had  met  each  other. 

**  Why  Jack,  my  dear  fellow,  where  in  the 
name  of  wonder^did  you  spring  from?"  inquired 
tbe  friend,  whilst  the  party  addressed,  simulta- 
neously exclaimed, 

**  Why  Trotter,  my  old  boy,  who  would 
have  thought  to  have  encountered  you  in  this 
howling  wilderness,  where  you  seem  to  have 
dropped  down  your  snug  house  like  another 
Aladdin's  palace !" 

'^  Well,  well,  come  in  then,''  interrupted 
Mr.  Trotter.  '<  P'll  explain  all  this,  by-and- 
byc." 

And  then  for  the  first  time,  observing  the 
Marquess,  he  apologized  for  not  greeting  him 
Jbefore,  and  by  the  warmth  of  his  manner, 
showed  how  heartily  welcome  Jack  and  his 
friend  wece  to  his  hospitality.  This  he  forth- 
with exercised  by  furnishing  them  with  a  dry 
rig  out  —  which,  if  not  a  very  accurate  fit. 
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answered  every  necessary  purpose  for  1 
being ;  nor  would  he  hear  of  their  att 
to  renew  their  journey,  which  it 
require  any  very  great  pressing  to 
them  to  abandon,  whilst  they  coul 
such  snug  quarters  during  such  a; 
meat  night. 

Now  old  Trotter/ as  Jack  was  pi 
term  him,  though  apparently  a  man  n 
years  older  than  himself,  was  well-k 
our  hero,  who  had  formed  an  acqu 
with  him  when  at  Cambridge,  where 
private  tutor  to  a  friend  of  his,  who8< 
(the  pupil's  not  Jack's)  had  lately  p 
him  to  the  living  of  Saint  Patrick'! 
was  upon  this  very  parsonage,  that 
vellers  had  then  the  good  fortune  ti 
The  comfortable  appearance  of  the  fii 
which  the  reverend  host  introduced  h 
pected,  yet  most  welcome  guests,  f 
strong  contrast  to  the  fury  of  the  i 
storm  without,  and  two  very  pleasing 
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Udie8»  who  tamed  out  to  be  the  wor* 
thy  pastor's  sisters  —  formed  by  no  means 
the  least  agreeable  part  of  the  pictare.  The 
host  himself*  was  certainly  not  liandsome, 
his  features  bebg  harsh  and  irregular;  but 
in  spite  of  all  this,  his  countenance,  though 
it  might  be  plain,  was  stamped  with  a  truly 
honest  expression  that  spoke  the  goodnefls 
of  his  heart — which,  after  all,  affords  the 
noblest  criterion  by  which  we  can  distinguish 
man  from  man* 

Now,  as  there  happened,  perhaps  by  acci- 
dent, to  be  a  vacant  seat  between  the  young 
ladles*  the  Marquees,  as  in  politeness  he  ought 
to  have  done,  immediately  took  possession  of  it, 
and  did  the  agreeable  with  the  young  ladies ; 
whilst  our  hero,  though  devotedly  fond  of 
ladies'  society,  in  the  present  instance  preferred 
that  of  his  old  friend,  and  they  talked  about 
Cambridge,  and  the  fate  and  prospects  of  some 
of  their  acquaintance  there;   and  then  both 
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Jaok  and  friend  matuftUy  r^retted  tl 
should  bave  been  so  long  near  neighboo 
out  either  bemg  aware  of  it^  when 
.was  silently  opened,  lind  another  lady 
the  room,  Jack  started  as  if  he  ha( 
spectre --It  was  Emily  Anindell! 

So  overcome  indeed  waa  he  wifh 
ment  at  so  unezjiected  a  meeting,  tha 
mained  fixed  to  the  spot;  but  she  i 
advanced  towards  him,  whilst  the  ezpr< 
her  intelligent  countenance  mmstha^ 
him  the .  .unfeigned  pleasure  she  felt 
meeting  him ;  bat  he,  regarding  her  as 
anced  bride  of  his  hated  rival,  received 
a  chilling  coldness,  almost  bordering 
tempt.  This,  at  least,  she  had  neve 
pated ;  nor  did  she  feel  it  the  less  acu 
cause  she  knew  it  to  be  unmerited.  T 
almost  threadbare  phrase,  she  consider 
bad  added  insult  to  injury ;"  conduct  al 
so  contemptible,  that  it  placed  him  h 
unfavorable  point  of  view,  than  he  had 
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peared  to  her  before.     This,  aided  by  offended 
female  pride^  so  arouzed    her  energies,  as  to 
enable  her  to  struggle  snccessfally  to  conoeal 
her  wounded  feelings  and  to  assume  an  equal 
degree  of  indifference  with  himself;  and  strsnge 
as  it  may  appear,  the  embarrassing  part  of  this 
unlucky  interview  passed  wholly  unnoticed  by 
all  but  the  parties  immediately  affected  by  it. 
Emily  never  once  lost  her  self-possession  ;  and 
suddenly  recognizing  the  Marquess,  who  though 
she  had  known  nearly  all  her  life,  she  had 
previously  overlookedi  she  joined  with  the  Miss 
Trotters,  in  laughing  at  so  extraordinary  an 
occurrence ;  which,  to  the  latter  ladies,  seemed 
most  unaccountable ;  and  so  it  all  passed  off 
very  well,  and  the  true  cause  of  Emily's  over- 
sight was  never  suspected. 

As  Emily  knew  a  great  many  people  the  Mar- 
quess knew,  and  he  most  of  her  acquaintance,  it 
was  very  natural,  that,  not  having  met  for  seve- 
ral months,  some  mutual  inquiries  should  take 
place  between  them,  in  which,  as  the  rest  of  the 
company  could  not  be  supposed  to  take  any 


46  tfiE   TUBEE    STUDRKTd. 

interest,  the  young  lord  and  the  fair  lady  carried 
on  in  a  tite-a'4ite  by  themselves. 

Now  Jacky  though  not  jealous  of  his  friend, 
thought  this  Ute-it'tete  about  the  absent,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  a  bad  compliment  to  the  present 
company,  and  to  make  up  for  what  he  conn-' 
dered  an  act  of  rudeness,  he  tried  to  enter 
into  conversation  with  the  parson's  sisters; 
but  he  got  on  very  badly  ;  for  he 
was  so  absent  as  to  be  every  moment  for- 
getting what  he  was  talking  about — some* 
times  even  in  the  middle  of  a  sentence.  Un- 
willing too  as  he  was  to  listen  to  the  conversa- 
sation  that  was  carried  on  between  his  compa- 
nion and  Emily,  he  could  not  wholly  avoid  it ; 
and  more  than  once,  the  name  of  Yanbrunner, 
sounded  discordantly  on  his  ears — for  then  it 
was,  and  for  the  first  time,  that  the  Marquess 
was  informed  of  the  death  of  his  aunt.  Lady 
Mary  Ann  Vanbrunner,  notwithstanding  it  had 
taken  place  upwards  of  a  fortnight  previously. 
This  indeed,  and  the  explanation  of  their  unex- 
pected meeting,  were  the  only  topics  upon 
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which  they  conversed,  which  as  far  as  Emily 
was  concerned  was  simple  enough.  She  and 
her  aant,  having  that  very  morning  left 
their  sea-side  residence,  were,  on  their 
way  to  Arundell  Park^  and  had  stopped  to 
apend  the  day  with  the  Trotters  —  with 
whom,  they  were  intimately  acquainted  and 
that  Mrs.  Tremaine,  having  anervous  head-ache 
had  gone  early  to  bed.  But  Jack,  who  only 
overheard  the  discourse  imperfectly,  thought 
it  related  to  the  future  happiness  of  his 
hateful  rival ;  and  this  from  Emily's  lips 
•vas  more  than  he  could  patiently  endure ; 
lo  seizing  on  a  bed  candle  from  a  side  table,  he 
ibruptly  left  the  room,  scarcely  bidding  the 
party  good  nighty  leaving  them  alt  exceedingly 
surprised  at  this  extraordinary  proceeding,  and 
Emily  perfectly  miserable. 

But  almost  immediately  afler[the  attention  of 
every  one  but  Emily  was  diverted  to  the  good 
fiubstantial  supper  that  was  then  announced,  and 
which  Jack  had  so  abruptly  declined  remaining 
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to  partake  of.  This,  to  the  Marquess  in  par- 
ticular,  was  an  exceedinglj  pleasing  sight,  for 
his  recent  wanderings  had  somewhat  sharpened 
his  appetite.  For  some  minutes,  therefore,  his 
thoughts  never  wandered  from  the  table.  When 
he  next  looked  towards  Emily  he  perceived, 
with  some  degree  of  astonishment,  that  the 
tears  were  standing  in  her  eyes,  which,  as  she 
turned  away  to  conceal,  strayed  unbidden  oyer 
her  lovely  countenance. 

He  wondered  to  what  the  deuce  all  this  could 
be  about ! 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


AN     IMPOBTANT     INTERVIEW    UNLUCKILY     CUT 
SHORT— JACK  RSCEIVBS  NEWS  FROM  HOME. 


The  day  had  nearly  dawned  before  our  hero 
had  closed  his  eyes,  and  when  at  length  he  fell 
into  a  feverish  slumber^  it  was  of  short  dura*^ 
tion,  his  troubles  haunting  him  in  his  very 
dreams^  until  their  intensity  awoke  him  to  the 
consciousness  that  they  were  not  mere  visi- 
onary illusions.  Unable  passively  to  endure 
these  wretched  feelings,  which  the  inactivity 

VOL.  IIL  D 
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of  remaining  in  bed  added  to  instead  of  allay- 
ing, he  no  sooner  perceived  the  day-light 
streaming  thro.ugh  the  window  curtains,  than 
he  arose,  dressed  himself,  and  so  forth,  intend- 
ing to  take  a  ramble  out  of  doors,  to  en- 
deavour, by  violent  bodily  exercise,  to  mitigate 
the  mental   agony  that  so  completely  over-  j 

whelmed  him.  But  his  wishes  were  thwarted 
even  in  this ;  the  rain  still  continued  to  descend 
in  such  torrents,  that  he  must  have  taken  leave 
of  his  senses  had  he  thought  of  venturing 
abroad  in  such  weather — ^yet  where  else  to  go, 
or  what  to  do  he  was  at  a  loss  to  decide  upon. 
At  so  early  an  hour  as  he  believed  it  then 
to  be,  he  scarcely  expected  a  single  soul  would 
be  stirring,  and  yet  to  his  surprise  he  heard 
distinctly  the  opening  and  shutting  of  doors, 
and  sundry  other  sounds  that  denoted  very 
plainly  that  several  persons  were  up  and  mov- 
ing actively  about.  Supposing  therefore  the 
day  to  be  farther  advanced  than  he  had  antici- 
pated, or  that  his  friend  Mr.  Trotter  kept  \erj 
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early  boura,  a  subject  upon  whicb  he  vainly 
consulted  bis  wateh ;  (for  baying  forgotten  to 
vind  it  up  according  to  bis  usual  practice  on 
tbe  previous  nigbt>  it  Iiad  stopped;)  he  re- 
8olf  ed  at  any  rate  to  bend  bis  steps  to  the 
apartment  where  be  had  passed  the  preceding 
evening. 

On  opening  the  door  he  was  greatly  startled  at 
finding  Emily  there^  and  alone.  An  almost 
death-like  paleness  overspread  her  lovely  coun- 
tenance, whilst  her  eyes  were  dimmed  with  the 
effects  of  a  sleepless  night  of  sorrow ;  yet  in 
those  of  her  lover  she  had  never  appeared  more 
interesting.  Self  for  the  moment  was  for- 
gotten in  tbe  regret  he  felt  for  the  anguish  he 
he  saw  she  was  enduring,  and  so  perplexed  was 
be  that  be  scarcely  knew  whether  to  advance  or 
to  recede.  But  this  point  was  soon  deter- 
mined*; for  Emily  stating  in  a  mild  yet  firm 
tone,  that  she  had  something  she  wished  to  say 
to  him,  be  stepped  forward,  and  scarcely  con- 

i>  3 
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scious  of  what  he  was  about,  threw  himself 
into  a  vacant  ohair  by  her  eide* 

There  was  an  air  of  ealm  dignity  both  in  her 
voice  and  manner  that  diaarmed  every  feeling 
of  resentment ;  and  ia  fact  he  regarded  himself 
more  in  the  character  of  the  offending  {Ntftyy 
than  of  an  injured  lover;  in  which  latter  point 
of  view,  from  the  misapprehension  of  faotsonder 
which  he  then  laboured,  he  had  certainly  a 
reasonable  pretext  to  consider  himself. 

For  some  moments  both  remained  silent^ 
until  at  length  Emily  in  a  mild  yet  firm  tene 
observed,  ''  I  should  not  have  songht  the  pre- 
sent meeting,  Mr.  Pricci  if  aocident  had  not 
again  thrown  us  together — and  it  is  plain  from 
3rottr  manner,  wlien  you  surprised  me  here, 
thai  this  interview  was  as  little  sought  finr  on 
3Ponr.  part  as  it  was  on  mine ;  still,  as  we  have 
met,  let  us  part  in  mutual  charity  with 
each  other.  I  do  not  intend  to  reproach  you 
for  your  strange  and  unaccountable  conduct 
towards  me  last  evening — you  did  not,  1  am 
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sure,  yoa  did  not  mean  to  act  unkindly— in- 
deed I  know  you  could  not." 

Jack  vainly  attempted  to  say  something  in 
explanation ;  bat  his  heart  was^too  full,  and 
a  choking  sensation  in  his  throat  deprived  him 
of  the  power  of  utterance.  Finding  he  made 
no  reply  she  resumed. 

**  The  situation  in  which  for  the  future  we 
must  regard  each  other  scarcely  renders  it 
desirable  we  should  meet  again ;  yet  before  I 
bid  you  an  everlasting  farewell,  I  must  and 
will  offer  you  my  sincere  wishes  for  your 
future  prosperity,  and  shall  pray  that  you  may 
enjoy  every  happiness  both  in  this  world  aud 
the  next" 

'^  And  does  Mies  Arundell  couple  my 
wretched  name  with  happiness,**  he  exclaimed, 
in  a  bitter  tone,  **  this  is  worse  than  mockery, 
coming  as  it  does  from  one  who  has  made  me 
the  most  miserable  of  mankind." 

"What  do  you  mean?"  inquired  Emily, 
surprised  as  well  as  alarmed  at  the  vehemence  of 
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^lifl  tone  and  manner — what  do  yon  mean? — ^In 
common  justice  I  ask  yon  to  explain  yourself — 
And  don't  for  mercy* s  sake  frown  so  angrily 
upon  me — This  is  worse  than  unkind — it  is  cruel, 
and  most  unjust.''  Here  the  firmness  she  had 
hitherto  preserved  forsook  her^  and  she  burst 
into  tears. 

This  was  more  than  he  could  passively  en- 
dure ;  and  grasping  her  by  the  hand,  he  said  he 
was  an  unfeeling  wretch,  and  applied  several 
other  opprobrious  epithets  to  himself,  at  the 
same  time  endeavouring  to  soothe  her  excite- 
ment by  sundry  extravagant  expressions,  which 
though  common  enough  in  similar  cases,  would 
appear  very  absurd  if  repeated  verbatim  here. 
All,  therefore,  we  will  venture  to  say  upon  the 
subject  is,  that  his  efibrts  were  so  far  success* 
ful  that  she  soon  became  more  composed ;  whilst 
a  faint  smile,  beaming  through  her  fast  drop- 
ping tears,  denoted  plainly  enough  that  she 
bore  no  malice  towards  him,  notwithstanding 
all  the  grief  and  trouble  he  had  caused  her. 
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But  the  felicity  thb  afforded  was  transient — her 
supposed  engagement  to  young  Yanbnmner  was 
too  dreadfully  present  in  his  thoughts^  and  re* 
leasing  her  hand  he  had  previously  retained, 
unresistingly^  within  his  own  he  said,  in  a  tone 
scarcely  articulate  from  intensity  of  emotion — 
"And  now,  my  dearest  Emily,  we  must  say 
farewell.  May  you  enjoy  that  happiness  it  is 
vain  for  me  even  to  hope  for.  Once^  indeed— 
and  that  not  long  since-— it  seemed  almost 
within  my  grasp ;  but  now  I  fqel  it  is  lost  to 
me  for  ^ver.  A  sacred  tie,  man  dares  not  dis- 
sever, will,  ere  long,  render  it  not  only  prudent, 
but  right  that  we  should  meet  no  more.  Yet 
don't  think  me  too  severe  when  I  tell  you  that, 
although  all  my  earthly  hopes  are  thus  blighted 
in  the  bud,  the  bitterness  of  my  disappointment 
would  have  been  less  severe  if  a  more  worthy 

object  than ' '     *  *  Mr.^  Gerald  Vanbr  unner," 

he  intended  to  have  said,  but  the  name  was  too 
hateful  for  ready  utterance,  and  ere  it  could 
escape  his  lips  Mrs.  Tremaine  burst  suddenly 
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into  the  apartment,  her  coontenuioe  dis* 
torted  with  rage,  and  rushing  between  the  two 
lovers  she  effectaally  oat  off  the  esplAxuitio& 
which  bat  two  words  more,  and  very  probably 
bat  one,  would  have  aooompliAed. 

^  What  fdly  I  what  madness !  what  dowa- 
right  wickedness  is  this?"  exclaimed  the  in- 
furiated aunt.  '*  Emily,  my  dearest  child,  can 
I  believe  my  eyes  when  I  see  you  guiky  of  such 
indiscreet  conduct.  And  as  for  you,  nr/ 
added  she,  addressing  Jack,  and  looking  upon 
him  at  the  same  time  as  if  she  would  gladly 
have  slain  him ;  ^*  as  for  you,  sir,  I  leave  yoa 
to  ponder  over  the  act  of  villany  you  have  so 
signally  failed  in  accomplishing."  Having  so 
said,  she^took  her  niece  by  the  arm,  who  suffered 
herself  to  be  led  unresistingly  away ;  whilst  her 
lover,  owing  to  his  ignorance  of  how  matten 
really  stood,  remained^  rivetted  to  the  spot  in  i 
state  of  utter  bewilderment.  In  a  fow  mi- 
nutes, however,  his  attention  was  aroused  by 
the  sound  of  carriage- wheels,  when,  casting  his 
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eyes  towards  the  windows  be  percehred  the 
weH-remembered  dark  green  chariot;  and 
although  he  was  unable  to  obtain  a  glimpse  of 
anj  one  within,  he  entertained  no  doubt  as  to 
who  were  the  parties  it  contained. 

He  followed  the  carriage  with  his  eyes  until 
a  turn  in  the  road  concealed  it  from  further 
view ;  when,  unable  longer  to  control  his  feel- 
ings, he  rushed  madly  out  of  the  house,  and 
wandered  for  hours  about  the  fields  heedless 
of  the  deluge  that  continoed  unceasingly  to 
pour  down,  scarcely  conscious  of  what  he  was 
about  and  only  wishing  that  his  throbbing  heart 
would  burst  asunder,  and  thus  terminate  his 
wretched  existence. 

Now,  we  have  often  met  with  instances  of 
men  who  hftve  gene  mad  for  love^  and,  indeed, 
whilst  under  its  influence  no  one  can  be  pro- 
nounced positiTely  sane ;  still  we  have  no  au- 
thentic account  of  any  man  actually  dying  of 
the  disorder.  Instead,  therefore^  of  our  hero's 
tragical  wishes  being  reafi«ed,  the  very  frsnay 
i>  5 
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that  aotuated  them,  cooled  down  no  doubt  in 
some  measure  by  his  being  Boaked  to  the  skin, 
'subsided  by  gradual  yet  imperceptible  de- 
grees, until  at  length  he  entertained  a  totally 
different  opinion  upon  the  matter,  and  began 
to  consider  that  a  dry  rig  out  of  clothes  and  a 
good  substantial  breakfast  would  be  a  far  more 
desirable  event.  Still,  in  spite  of  these 
changes  in  his  sentiments,  he  felt  an  over- 
powering reluctance  to  return  to.  a  house  in 
which  he  had  recently  endured  so  much  vesa- 
tion ;  added  to  which  he  was  extremely  puzzled 
to  frame  anything  like  a  reasonable  pretext  for 
the  extraordinary  ramble  he  had  that  morning 
taken;  and,  notwithstanding,  he  thought  it 
very  improbable  that  a  single  soul  at  the  par- 
sonage knew  anything  of  the  scene  of  that 
eventful  morning ;  yet  the  possibility  of  hear- 
ing even  the  bare  mention  of  Emily's  name,  in 
the  state  of  mind  he  was  then,  was  enough 
to  deter  him  joining  the  party  there.  At  last 
he  thought  of  proceeding  to  the  fishing-station 
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whence  he  and  his  companion  had  purposed 
embarking  on  the  preceding  evening,  being  also 
in  some  measure  anxious  to  ascertain  hov^  the 
yacht  had  managed  to  weather  the  late  storm ; 
for  though  the  rain  continued  unabated,  the 
gale  had  gradually  subsided,  so  that  a  mere 
gentle  breeze  was  then  stirring. 

On  reaching  the  port,  which  he  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  finding  by  broad  daylight,  he  had  the 
satisfaction  to  discover  the  little  cutter  snugly 
moored  within  the  pier.  Captain  Chip,  on 
finding  the  messenger  whom  he  had  dis- 
patched remain  so  long  absent^  and  being 
abort  of  hands  without  him,  had  eventually 
considered  it  a  more  prudent  course  to  take  the 
vessel  inside  the  pier,  than  beat  about  weak- 
handed  as  he  then  was,  at  sea;  and^s  there  was 
but  little  ground-swell  ,on  the  shore,  the  craf< 
rode  there  very  steadily,  notwithstanding  the 
heavy  gale  that  was  blowing  severely   outside. 

As  soon  as  Jack  had  changed  his  wet  gar- 
meats  he  forwarded  a  note  to  his  friends  at  the 
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parsonage,  which  he  transmitted  through  the 
medinm  of  one  of  the  ragged  urebios  he  tonai 
loitering  abont  the  qnaj.  In  this  he  stated, 
that  being  uneasy  on  accoant  of  the  vessel,  he 
had  walked  down  to  the  fishing-port  to  Ascer- 
tain what  had  become  of  her— that  he  wms 
happy  to  report  she  was  ail  right ;  and  at  the 
same  time  pleading  the  fatigue  of  his  wet  walk 
as  an  excuse  for  not  again  returning  there  that 
day. 

Scarcely  had  Jack  forwarded  this  despatdi 
before  old  Smithson  came  alongside  the  Teasel 
with  a  packet  of  letters,  which  that  very  morn- 
ing had  arrived  at  the  old  manor  house,  and 
which  by  some  mistake  or  n^ligenoe  at  the 
neighbouring  post-town  had  been  suffered  to  be 
in  the  office  there  for  upwards  of  a  fortnight. 
As  the  old  man  thought  it  very  probable  the 
boisterous  weather  of  the  preceding  night 
might  have  prevented  our  voyagers  from  em* 
barking,  more  particularly  as  the  man  sent  with 
the  horse  and  cart  that  carried  the  luggage  had 
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mentioned  the  yaoht  baying  been  brougbt 
withm  the  pier,  as  well  as  the  non-amyal  of 
her  owner  and  his  companion — the  considerate 
old  serTact  had  walked  over  through  mud  and 
rain  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  the  due  deliyery 
of  these  letters.  One,  and  one  only,  of  these 
was  for  Jack ;  but  as  that  is  the  only  one,  that 
has  anything  to  do  with  our  tale,  we  shall 
trouble  our  readers  with  no  other.  It  was  dated 
just  fifteen  days  preyionsly ;  was  written  by 
Dr.  Mangles,  and  ran  as  follows : 

^*  Longpassage,  Sept.  21^  18 — . 

•*Dear  Jack, — 

"  At  the  request  of  your  worthy  grand- 
mother, who,  thanks  be,  is  in  perfect  health,  I 
write  to  acquaint  yon  of  the  death  of  Lady 
Price,  who  died  suddenly  last  evening,  some- 
what between  the  hours  of  six  and  seven. 
Throughout  the  day  she  appeared  much  as 
usual,  except  that  she  was  in  better  spirits  than 
was  common  with  her,  so  that  the  occurrence 
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was  atill  more  unexpected.  From  what  I  have 
been  able  to  collect,  it  aeeoia  that  after  par- 
taking of  a  heartj  dinner^  she  had  retired  to 
her  nwm  for  the  purpose  of  writing  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Yanbrunner,  who  is,  I  understand,  some- 
where or  other  in  Cornwall.  This  letter  she 
gave  to  Tom,  who  was  the  last  person  who  saw 
her  alive,  desiring  him  to  get  Manderille  to 
frank  it,  with  particular  directions  to  be  in 
time  for  the  post  This  Tom  did,  and  on  re- 
turning to  report  accordingly »  to  his  utter 
amazement  on  entering  the  apartment,  he  found 
her  lying  a  corpse  prostrate  upon  the  floor. 
The  cause  of  her  death  no  doubt  was  a  paralytic 
seizure,  of  which  she  had  suffered  a  slight  at  tack 
or  two  previously. 

"This serious  and  unexpected  eventhas  much 
shocked  your  grandmother's  feelings,  though 
it  has  not  in  any  way,  I  am  glad  to  say,  affected 
her  bodily  health.  You  are  aware,  my  dear 
fellow,  how  seriously  she  regards  that  great 
change^  which  happen,  as  we  know  it  must,  to 
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US  all— 80  few  of  us  are  prepared  to  meet  when 
it  really  comes.  The  Admiral^  poor  old  fellow, 
seems  to  take  his  wife's  death  more  to  heart  than 
we  expected  all  circamstances  considered ;  but 
never  mind,  we  will  say  no  more  upon  that  sub- 
ject now.  Those  two  amiable  sisters  of  the 
deceased,  Mrs.  Hester  and  Miss  Letitia  Yan- 
bruner,  have  borne  their  bereavement  with 
something  more  than  Christian  fortitude,  and 
betwixt  ourselves  the  only  regret  they  seem  to 
feel  ie,  that  they  are  not  greater  gainers  by  it. 
Indeed  I  almost  blush  for  them  while  I  write 
it,  that  ere  one  hour  had  elapsed  from  the  time 
they  were  informed  of  their  sister's  death,  they 
had  each  sent  in  something  between  a  claim  and 
a  request  to  the  Admiral  for  her  wearing  ap- 
parel, trinkets,  and  so  forth ;  which  the  old 
gentlemen  in  no  very  tranquil  mood  assented 
to,  desiring  at  the  same  time  to  be  bothered  no 
further  in  the  matter,  and  leaving  them  to 
arrange  as  best  they  might  about  the  division 
of  the  spoil.     In  consequence  of  this  permis- 
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sion  Mrs.  Heater  and  Miss  Letitia  have  beea 
huwly  oooapied  all  this  morniog  in  coUectii^ 
all  they  can  lay  their  hands  upon ;  and,  onleas 
my  ears  deceive  me  mnch«  I  now  bear  aTtoleai 
altercation  going  on  between  tbeae  two  amiable 
spinsters  in  the  house-keeper's  room,  whioh 
yon  know  is  not  so  very  close  to  the  firont 
parlour  in  which  I  am  now  writing  as  to  allow 
very  gende  sounds  in  the  one  to  be  beard  in 
the  other.  Old  Tom,  with  that  innate  love  of 
misdiief  so  peculiar  to  him,  informs  me,  to  oae 
his  own  words,  *  They've  been  at  it,  hot, 
hammer  and  tongs,  ever  sinoe  they've  a  been 
in  the  house.'  What  an  infernal  creature  ie 
an  ill-tempered  woman;  and  yet  we  find  men 
who  are  fools  enough,  and  with  eyes  wide  open 
too,  to  couple  diemselves  for  life  to  one  of 
these  furies  I  How  they  can  be  such  asses  is  a 
matter  to  me  altogether  incomprehensible.  Jn 
a  flirtation,  i  am  willing  to  admit,  that  if  the 
young  lady  is  a  person  of  dull  intellect^  and 
little  or  nothing  to  say  for  herself,  then  a  Uttie 
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occaaional  petulance  on  her  part,  like  cayenne 
pepper  in  an  otherwise  tasteless  dish,  may  do 
well  enoagh  now  and  then  to  hide  her  actual 
insipidity;  but  to  make  a  life  afbir  of  it— to 

slip  your  head  into  the  same  halter,  with 

But  what  stuff  and  nonsensc/do  I  find  myself 
writing  about? — actually  about  matrimony, 
when  the  subject  of  my  epistle  is  a  death,  and 
I  myself  an  old  blockhead,  with  one  foot  almost 
already  in  my  grave  ;  and  so,  dear  Jack,  adieu. 
Keep  out  of  mischief  if  yecan,  and  believe  me, 

'*  Your  affectionate  old  Friend, 

«*  JAMES  MANGLES. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


AN  UNEXPECTED  RBCOGNITION— A  SAD  RB- 
VEB8E  OF  FORTUNE — THE  MT8TERT  EX- 
PLAINED. 


On  a  very  wet  and  stormy  night,  and  at  a  kte 
hour,  Mrs.  Price,  accompanied  by  old  Tom,  was 
walking  the  best  way  she  could  through  the 
deserted  streets  of  Longpassage.  She  was 
returning  from  a  visit  of  charity  to  an  old 
woman  who  had  formerly  lived  in  her  service, 
and  who,  being  near  her  latter  end^  had  ex- 
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pressed  a  wish  to  see  her  kind  old  mistress 
Qnce  more  ere  she  died.  This  wish  was  no 
sooner  communicated  to  the  old  lady,  than, 
late  as  the  hour  was,  she  ordered  her  cloak, 
dogs,  and  umbrella  to  be  got  ready  instantly, 
and  desiring  old  Tom  also  to  get  his  great 
coat  and  lanthorn,  she  sallied  forth  on  foot, 
in  spite  of  wind  and  weather,  and  all  Mrs.' 
Betty's  strong  remonstrances,  to  a  distant  and 
obscure  part  of  the  town. 

Mrs.  Price  might  certainly,  if  she  had  wished 
it,  have  gone  in  her  own  carriage;  for  there  it 
was  in  her  coach-house,  and  her  horses  were 
also  in  the  stable,  and  actually  wanting  exer* 
cise;  but  then  her  coachman  was  suffering 
from  a  slight  attack  of  rheumatism,  and  the 
probability  of  increasing  €0  painful  a  disorder 
was  quite  enough  to  induce  his  mistress  to  dis^ 
pense  with  his  services  on  so  wet  a  night ; 
whilst  on  the  other  hand,  she  considered  it  a 
much  safer  course  to  trust  to  her  own  feeble 
limbs  than  to  Tom's  driving,  who  had  never 
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made  the  attempt — at  anj  rate  in  the  eveoiag 
— without  an  acddent  of  some  kind  or  other 
bang  the  inevitable  result 

It  was,  as  we  before  remarked,  at  a  bte,  or 
rather  we  should  have  said,  at  an  early  hour, 
when  Mrs.  Price  was  bending  her  steps  home- 
wards ;  the  wind  was  blowing  nearly  a  gale, 
and  the  rain  descending  in  torrents.  The  dim 
oil  lamps  which  in  those  days  pretended  to 
light  the  streets  were  nearly  all  eztingmshed, 
either  by  the  fiiry  of  the  storm,  or  ftx>m  lack 
of  oil;  and  owing  to  the  extreme  darkness  of 
of  the  night,  it  was  scarcely  posable  to  disoem 
a  single  object ;  and  as  for  old  Tom's  lanthomt 
it  was  in  such  a  dilapidated  condition,  that  the 
wind  penetrated  it  on  all  sides  to  such  a  degree, 
that  a  candle  could  not  be  kept  burning  in  it 
for  half  a  minute  together.  With  her  ser- 
vant's assistance,  however,  the  old  lady  man* 
aged  to  get  on  tolerably  well,  until  just  as  she 
was  within  a  few  paces  of  her  own  house,  she 
struck  her  foot,  and  stumbling,  nearlj  fell  over 
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some  obstacle  in  her  path,  and,  but  for  Tom's 
ready  assistanoei  would  have  fallen  prostrate 
over  it. 

"  WTiat  can  this  be,  Tom  ?"  inquired  the  old 
lady. 

'*  Can't  say  exactly.  Ma'am"  answered  the 
servant,  as  poking  about  both  with  his  foot 
and  the  point  of  his  umbrella  he  was  endea- 
vouring to  ascertain  what  manner  of  substance 
it  might  be;  when  he  suddenly  started  back 
ia  alarm,  as  a  low  moan  denoted  it  to  proceed 
from  a  human  being. 

Whilst  Tom  was  gapbg  towards  the  spot 
whence  the  sound  proceeded,  but  where, 
from  the  density  of  the  darkness  he  was 
unable  to  discern  anything,  his  mistress, 
old  and  feeble  as  she  was,  crept  about 
her  until  she  came  within  reach  of  the  object 
of  her  ^search,  when  by  the  dress  she  dis- 
covered it  to  be  a  female,  and  whom  she  at- 
tempted but  in  vain  to  raise  from  the  ground. 
Finding  her  efforts  insufficient,  she  called  upon 
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Tom  to  asabt  her;  but  he  eTinced  little  or  no 
indination  to  interfere  in  a  matter  he  thought 
neither  himself  nor  lus  mistress  had  any  con* 
cem  in ;  and  instead  of  obejmg  her  orders, 
he  recommended  the  good  old  lady  to  get  into 
her  house  out  of  the  wind  and  rain  as 
speedOy  as  she  could;  wluch,  when  she  had 
done,  he  said  he  would  run  down  to  the 
watch-house,  situate  at  no  great  distance  off, 
and  procure  the  necessary  assistance. 

"  But,  Tom,"  rejoined  Mrs.  Price,  *^  th» 
poor  creature  cannot  possibly  be  attended  to 
there.  They  can  giro  her  no  dry  clothes,  nor 
even  a  bed  to  lie  on,  and  probably  they  may 
not  even  have  a  fire ;  so  nothing  remains  for 
us  to  do  but  to  bring  her  at  once  into  the 
house,  and  I  do  trust  our  assistance  may  not 
come  too  late.  Come,  Tom,  be  as  quick  as  you 
can,  and  ring  hard  at  the  bell,  and  neyer  mind 
waking  up  the  maids,  as  we  shall  be  sure  to 
want  the  help  of  some  of  them." 

'*  Bring  the  like  of  she  into  the  house  and 
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expect  the  maids  to  lend  a  band  to  tend  upon 
her  r'  exclaimed  Tom  in  accents  of  surprise. 
^^  Lawk  a  daisy.  Ma'am,  there  isn't  one  of  'em 
as  would  put  a  hand  near  her;  and  as  for 
Betty,  why  she'd  screech  herself  into  hayste- 
rics  at  the  *  wery  idear,"  as  she'd  call  it.  Why, 
Ma'am,  depend  upon  it,  she's  nothing  after  all 
but  a  bad  gal  what's  overtook  with  liquor." 

"  And  be  she  ever  so  bad,"  said  the  old 
lady,  '*  can  that  afford  an  excuse  for  our  allow- 
ing her  to  perish  for  want  of  proper  assistance  ? 
My  servants,"  she  continued  in  a  firm  tone, 
'^  as  long  as  they  are  such  must  obey  my  orders 
be  they  what  they  may ;  so  without  any  fur- 
ther demur  or  remark,  do  at  once  as  I  have 
before  directed  you.". 

Tom  knew  better  than  to  dispute  his  mis- 
tress's commands  further,  and  proceeded 
to  carry  them  into  effect  by  ringing  away 
such  a  peal,  as  by  its  unusual  noise  to  awaken 
as  well  as  alarm  the  whole  household;  and 
then  lifting  up  the  unfortunate  being  from  the 


n 


THE   THREB  STUDENTS. 


ground — Mrs.  Betty  having,  in  the  ni 

opened  the  street  door — he  soon  depc 

load  upon  a  sofa  in  one  of  the  roomt 

ground  floor,  and  then  ran  off  to  cal 

Mangles  or  some  other  medical  assistai 

Mrs.  Betty  and  the  other  female 

who  had  been  summoned  to  assist  th 

of  their  mistress's  charity,  had — as  I 

predicted — no  relish    for    the    task   i 

them.    Like  him  they  believed  their 

were  to  be  rendered  to  a  woman  of  Iw 

racter,  and  consiequently  wholly  unwo 

them.     Her  faint  struggles  and    low 

awakened  no  sympathy  in  their  sordid 

whilst  her  disordered  garments,  soakc 

rain  and  besmeared  with  mud,  excited 

feelings  of  disgust,  but    none  of   pity 

their   mistress's   commands   being  urge 

their  places  too  good  to  lose,  they  did  i 

were  directed. 

On  removing  the  bonnet  that  conceal 
features — and  which,  bent  together  and 
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sted  with  water,  seemed  in  some  danger  of 
suffocating  the  sufferer — to  the  utter  amaze<- 
ment  of  all  present,  a  countenance  stood  re- 
vealed, which,  though  pale  and  careworn,  was 
instantly  recognised.  It  was  poor  Charlotte, 
the  unhappy  wife  of  the  rich  Mr.  White. 

Bat  it  was  then  no  time  to  marvel  at  what 
they  saw,  and  although  marvel  every  one  did, 
still  there  was  little  chance  of  their  curiosity 
being  then  satisfied,  as  the  poor  creature,  so 
far  from  being  able  to  make  any  reply  to  their 
questions,  seemed  in  little  better  than  a  dying 
state,  and  insensible  to  every  thing  around  her. 
Dr.  Mangles,  who  soon  after  arrived,  pro- 
nounced her  to  be  in  a  most  critical  condition, 
and  said  that  nothing  but  the  greatest  care 
and  attention  could  possibly  preserve  her  life. 

Leaving  Charlotte  in  charge  of  the  kind 
friend  into  whose  hands  she  had  fallen,  we  will 
proceed  at  once  to  account  for  the  destitute 
condition  in  which  she  was  so  unexpectedly 
discovered. 

VOL.  HL  E 
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We  before  mentioned  the  vile  b1 
practUcd  by  Dawkins  to  get  her  w 
[)ower;  but  before  we  proceed  to  n 
consequences^  it  will  be  proper  first 
how  it  was  that  he  became  acquaint 
the  place  of  her  concealment :  a  disc 
so  far  profited  by,  as  through  its  i 
commit  an  act  of  wickedness  few  head 
could  have  conceived,  and  still  few< 
could  have  perpetrated— an  act  so  1 
unmanly  as  to  be  almost  unparellele< 
annals  of  villany. 

Shortly  after  Mrs,  White's  elopem 
her  husband^s  roof,  Dawkins  had  p 
the  latter,  that  if  he  would  furnish  I: 
a  certain  sum  of  money  he  named — 
may  be  proper  to  state  was  a  much  la 
than  was  usually  to  be  found  in  the  «< 
Colonel's  pockets — he  would  undert 
only  to  find  out  where  the  lost  lady 
cealed,  but  also  how  and  in  what  way 
been  employing  her  time  in  the  interin 
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it  BO  happened  that  Mr.  White  was  very  glad 
to  accede  to  any  arrangement  by  which  a  matter 
that  he  considered  he  ought  not  to  sit  down 
quietly  under,  could  be  investigated,  without 
any  further  personal  interference  on  his  part. 
He  still  so  far  loved  his  wife  that  her  apparent 
infidelity  caused  him  many  severe  pangs ;  and 
their  feelings  were  constantly  awakened  by 
the  subject  being  so  often  alluded  to.  It  was 
one  indeed  he  would  gladly  have  dismissed 
altogether  from  his  mind,  and  which  by  dint 
of  hard  drinking,  and  sundry  other  reckless 
excesses  he  was  striving  his  utmost  to  accom-< 
plish. 

Now  Dawkins,  aUhough  he  had  extracted 
this  money  from  the  packets  of  his  rich  asso- 
ciate, for  the  ostensible  object  he  mentioned, 
yet  it  was  a  mere  swindle  on  hia  part,  to  raise 
a  sum  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  spend  a  few 
weeks  in  London ;  he  being  at  that  time,  with- 
out a  penny  at  his  command,  and  his^  credit  at 
the  lowest  possible  ebb.  Through  his  personal 
£  3 
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exertions  ftlone,  therefore,  poor  Charlotte's  hid* 
iog  place  or  anyihing  ooncerning  her  would 
never  have  been  discovered ;  but  nnfortunately 
for  her,  very  shortly  after  Dawkins*  departore 
to  London,  Mr.  White  received  an  anonymous 
letter  informing  him  that  his  wife  was  then 
living  in  a  state  of  adultery  with  Mr. 
John  Price  in  his  Inn  chambers.  This 
letter  being  duly  forwarded  by  White  to 
DawkinSy  the  latter — ^though  giving  little  cre- 
dence to  its  contents — determined,  neverthelesa, 
to  appear  to  do  something  for  his  money,  and  ao 
he  proceeded  forthwith  to  the  quarter  it  alloded  to^ 
for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering  the  premises  ; 
yet  without  any  precise  views  as  to  the  course  of 
inquiry  he  should  institute,  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  anonymous  com* 
munication. 

Unluckily  for  Charlotte,  it  so  happened  that 
as  Dawkins  passed  through  Yerulum-buildinga, 
he  saw  her  servant,  old  Martha — whom  he  had 
previously  seen  quite  often  enough  to  recognise* 
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eome  out  of  the  very  chambers  mentioned  in  the 
letter,  the  name  of  the  occupier,  according  to  the 
general  practice  of  Inne  of  Court,  being  conspicu- 
ously painted  over  the  doorway.  The  old  woman 
passed  quickly  by  without  noticing  Dawkins ; 
and  no  sooner  was  she  out  of  sight,  than 
returning  again  to  /take  another  view  of  the 
premises,  he  observed  a  maid  servant  with  one  or 
two  little  children,  come  out  from  the  adjoin- 
ing chambers  on  the  eame  floor.  These  he  fol- 
lowed into  the  Gray*8-Inn-gardens,  where  he 
soon  managed  to  established  a  sufficient  degree 
of  intimacy  with  the  young  woman,  to  elicit 
from  her  all  she  knew  or  suspected  relative  to 
the  mysterious  lady  that  was  occupying  our 
hero's  apartments. 

He  then  felt  satisfied  that  Jack  had  nothing  to 
do  with  her  proceedings,  and  that  Charlotte's  sole 
cause  of  concealment  was  to  be  out  of  reach  of 
her  husband  during  the  progress  of  the  suit  he 
was  aware  she  had  instituted  against  him ;  and 
then,  and  not  until  then  it  was  that  he  thought 
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of  perpetrating  the  iDfamoua  design^  L 
to  a  certain  extent,  he  proved  so  fatally 
fuL  Like  most  men  of  his  stamp,  1 
mean  opinion  of  women ;  and  in  the  i 
a  favorite  modern  poet, 

"  The  wretch  felt  assur*d  when  once  plm 
Her  woman's  soul  would  know  no  pause  i: 


He  had  reason  to  believe  that    a  lai 

h^d  been  settled    upon    her  marriage 

ment  in  the  shape  of  pin  money ;  and 

ho  considered  no  sentenee  of  divorce  C( 

prive  her  of,  would  be  amply  sufficient 

purposes.    Full  of   vulgar    self-conoe: 

judging  of  her  sentiments  by  those  of  1 

creatures  be  had   chiefly  associated  if 

thought  the  plea  of  an  ardent  attachmeo 

prove  a  sufficient  palliation  for  the  de( 

or  even  any  violence  he  might  find  it 

mry  to  employ  in  order  to  carry  out  his  e 

This  extenuating  plea,  coupled  with  a  i 
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of  a  trip  of  pleasure  to  the  Continent,  would, 
he  felt  convinced,  be  quite  sufficient  to  recon- 
cile his  yictim  to  participate  with  him  in  a  life 
of  future  guilt  and  infamy.  But  never  was 
man  more  mistaken  than  he  was  here— little  in* 
deed  |did  he  know  of  the  disposition  of  the  wo- 
man he  designed  so  grossly  to  outrage— for  if 
no  pains  had  been  taken  to  cultivate  the  seeds 
of  virtue  in  her  heart;  a  heavenly  hand  had 
sown  them  there;  and  had  her  mercenary  mo- 
ther taken  but  one  half  the  trouble  to  promote 
their  growth,  she  did  to  eradicate  those  pure 
feelings  of  female  delicacy  that  formed  a  por-- 
tion  of  her  very  nature;  few  women  would 
have  passed  through  the  temptations  of  the 
world  with  a  more  unsullied  fame,  than  her  ill- 
fated  child. 

Dawktns  repented  bitterly,  but  too  late,  of 
the  partial  success  he  had  achieved.  Not  all 
his  entreaties  could  soften  the  unmitigated 
feelings  of  horror  with  which  she  continued  to 
zegard  him.    He  then  saw  that  ere  long  his 
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guilt  must  be  disoloiod,  and  he  trembled  for  the 
oonBequences ;  for  though  a  yery  bully  ia  hU 
outward  demeanour,  he  was  but  a  coward  at 
heart*  At  one  time,  finding  mild  penmanon  of 
no  avail,  he  shifted  his  mode  of  proceeding,  and 
tried,  but  equally  in  yain,  the  effect  that  terror 
would  produce ;  but  threats  and  entreaties  were 
equally  unavailing,  and  the  state  of  perplexity 
this  reduced  him  U^  was  extreme  indeed.  It 
more  than  once  occurred  to  him,  even  to  add 
murder  to  his  former  crime,  as  the  mopt  dEte* 
tual  means  of  concealing  it ;  but  murdw  be 
knew,  rarely  passed  undiscovered  and  unpmi-* 
ished.    But  this  alone  deterred  him. 

At  length,  after  anxiously  turning  over  all 
these  matters  in  his  mind,  one  safe  course  only 
seemed  left  open  to  him— which  was,  to  get 
out  of  the  country  as  quickly  as  possible,  and 
so  place  himself  as  far  as  he  could  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  law.  Having  resolved  upon  tbia 
step,  he  lost  little  time  in  taking  it ;  and  by 
way  of  defraying  his  travelling  expenset^  he 
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robbed  poor  Charlotte  of  the  well-filled  pur&e 
she  unluckily  bad  about  her— the  contents 
of  which  were  intended  to  aid  Mn  Phibber  in 
conducting  her  affairs  in  the  Ecclesiastical 
Court.  Having  done  so,  he  departed  clan- 
destinely  at  an  early  hour  on  the  followiia<^ 
morning,  without  disclosing  or  even  hinting  to 
her,  a  word  of  his  intentions. 

Believed  beyond  measure,  by  the  unusual 
length  of  his  absence,  yet  fearing  how  soon  he 
might  return,  Charlotte,  at  length,  mustered 
sufficient  courage  to  attempt  her  escape  from 
the  den  of  iniquity  into  which  she  had  been  so 
vilely  entrapped. 

We  stated  before  that  she  was  in  a  state  of 
insensibility  when  conveyed  into  this  house. 
Here  her  betrayer  kept  her  shut  up  in  a  small 
and  meanly  furnished  bed-room ;  the  door  of 
which  he  locked  and  barred  outside  every 
time  he  left  the  apartment;  and  though  s'e 
frequently  heard  loud  noises  of  distant  mirth 
and  revelry,  she  saw  no  living  soul  but  himself 
♦   E  5 
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and  a  filthy  old  woman  who  cleaned  out  the 
room>  during  the  whole  time  she  remained 
there. 

Whilst  full  of  anxious  dread  that  she  must 
soon  again  endure  his  hateful  presence,  she  was 
surprised  upon  looking  in  that  direction  to  see 
the  door,  which  had  hitherto  been  always  so 
closely  fastened  when  Mr.  Dawkins  was  away, 
was  standing  partly  open.  This  she  no 
sooner  peroeived  than  seizing  her  shawl  and 
throwing  it  over  her  head,  she  rushed  out 
of  the  room,  and  after  creeping  stealthily  along 
a  dark  passage,  and  then  down  a  flight  of 
steps,  she  caught  a  yiew  of  the  street  through 
an  open  door  at  the  end  of  another  long  pasr 
sage,  which  rushing  down,  and  nearly  jump* 
ing  oyer  the  dirty  old  woman,  who,  upon  her 
knees  was  scrubbing  the  stones  in  ftont  of  the 
door,  she  found  herself  in  a  narrow  dirty  street, 
the  locality  of  which  she  was  whdly  ignorant 
of;  but  after  passing  hastily  down  it  a 
short  distance,  she  had  the  fortune  to  meet  an 
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empty  Hackney  ooach,  which  having  succeeded 
in  engaging^  she  directed  the  driver  to  proceed 
mth  her  to  Mr.  Phibber's  chambers. 

Arrived  there,  her  reception  was  widely  dif* 
ferent  from  what  she  had  anticipated.     The 
solicitor,  whom  hitherto  she  had  ever  found 
bknd  with  bows  and  smiles,  was  then  very 
coldness  itself.    It  is  true,  finding  she  could 
hardly  stand,  that  he  offered  her  a  seat,  and 
even  went  so  far  as  for  some  time  to  lend  an 
attentive  ear  whilst  she  recounted  to  him  the 
Tile  treatment  she   had   undergone;    yet  he 
listened  with  visible  marks  of  impatience,  ex- 
pressing   all    the  time  by  his  gestures  the 
strongest    disbelief   of    her  innocence;    and 
ivben  she  came  to  state   that  Dawkins  had 
walked  off  with  her   purse,  he  burst  into  a 
violent  rage ;   refused  to  hear  another  word ; 
and  seizing  her  by  both  arms,  he  raised  her 
with  rude  violence  from  her  chair,  and  thrust- 
ing   her    forcibly  out    of  his  chambers,  he 
slammed  the  door  after  her. 
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So  fiercely  indeed  was  hU  wrath  < 

that  she  was  glad  when  she  found  the 

door  between  them ;  yet  she  felt,  and  fe 

bitterly  too,  that  she  had  then  lost  t1 

will  and  friendship  of  the  only  person  < 

from  whom  she  could  hope  to  obtain  a 

stantial  help  and  acting  upon  whose  a 

was,  and  without  any  fault  on  her  part 

late  misfortunes  were  to  be  attributed. 

'  though  too  unhappily  conscious  of  hei 

less  condition,  she  did  not  altogether  for 

she  had  a  mother,  and  sordid  and  me 

as  she  knew  that  mother  was;  yet  she 

without  hope  that  to  her  she  wuuld 

mother  still,   and  at  least  afford  her  a 

I  rary  asylum.    One  small  ring  had  escape 

!  kins^    notice,    when    he    robbed    her 

purse;  this  she  sold  at  a  jeweller's  foi 

that    proved   sufficient  to   purchase  a 

straw  bonnet  and  to  defray  the  expense 

journey   to  Lonpassage  by  one  of  th 

coaches  that  then  ran  daily  between  [th 
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and  London.  Still  even  here  «fae  carried  her 
ill  fortune  with  her.  The  vehicle  being  over- 
loaded broke  down  ere  one  half  of  the  journey 
was  accomplished,  and  although  none  of  the 
passengers  were  injured,  so  great  a  delay  was 
incurred  by  the  accident,  that  the  coach  did 
not  arrive  at  Longpassage  until  several  hours 
after  the  r^ular  appointed  time. 

The  termination  of  the  journey  was  but  a 
prelude  of  a  fresh  series  of  troubles — on  repair- 
ing to  the  lodgings  her  mother  formerly 
occupied,  she  was  perfectly  thunderstruck  to 
learn  that  she  was  no  longer  resident  there, 
having  been  arrested  by  Mr.  White  a  day  or 
two  before  for  some  money  he  had  lent  her ; 
and  it  was  believed  she  was  then  confined  in 
the  debtor*8  prison  at  Westford. 

Then  indeed  did  poor  Charlotte  feel  desti- 
tute— she  had  given  her  last  shilling  to  the 
driver  of  the  coach,  and  was  utterlj  penniless — 
and  she  knew  but  too  well  that  although  in  a 
place  where  so  short  a  time  since  many  styled 
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themselyes  her  fnends,  and  whose  dweUings 
were  some  of  them  nigh  at  hand,  yet  amongst 
them  all,  there  was  not  one  whose  doors 
would  not  then  be  closed  agaiDBt  her. 

Dreading  an  unfeeling  repalse,  even  more 
than  the  bitterness  of  the  storm  that  was  then 
raging  around  her,  she  wandered,  tired  and 
broken-hearted,  she  knew  not  whither  or  for 
what  object,  through  the  dreary  streets  of  the 
town,  which,  owing  to  the  fast  descending  rain 
and  lateness  of  the  hour,  were  utterly  deserted ; 
till  worn  out  with  fatigue  and  the  intensity  of 
her  sufferings,  she  at  length  sank  down  ex- 
hausted on  the  wet  pavement,  whwe  she  re- 
mained unnoticed  until  discovered  by  .Mr& 
Price  in  the  manner  we  have  already  attempted 
to  describe. 
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CHAPTER  VL 


A.  PLEASING  PIECE  OF  INFORMATION  IN  THB 
EARLY  FART  OP  THE  CHAPTER ;  BUT  RATHER 
UNPLEASANT  APPEARANCES  TOWARDS  THE 
END  OF  IT, 


We  now  beg  to  direct  the  attention  of  our 
readers  towards  the  Dolphin  yacht.  She  was 
indeed  a  gallant  little  crafl,  and  we  must  fancy 
her  with  a  crowd  o£  canvass  set,  and  with  a 
light  breeze  on  her  larboard  quarter  bending 
her  course  up  the  English  channel. 
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The  gentle  air  of  wind,  which  at  the  time 
we  allude  to  Bcaroely  swelled  her  flowing  can* 
va88|  formed  a  strong  but  pleasing  contrast  to 
the  gale  a£  the  two  preceding  days,  daring 
which  the  vessel  had  been  beating  about 
amidst  the  stormy  billows  of  the  Irish  and 
Bristol  channelSi  The  greater  part  of  this 
time  the  yacht  could  scarcely  bear  siul  enough 
to  enable  her  to  keep  sufficiently  on  a  wind  to 
weather  the  north  western  coast  of  Cornwall, 
upon  whose  iron-bound  and  cn^gy  shores  she 
was  for  several  hours  in  imminent  peril  of 
being  driven  against  and  wrecked,  when  little 
short  of  a  miracle  could  have  preserved  the 
life  of  a  single  soul  on  board.  At  such  a  time 
the  exertion  of  all  hands  was  required,  nor  was 
there  one  who  flinched  from  his  work,  although 
it  is  but  just  to  say  that  Jack  toiled  far  harder 
than  any  one  of  the  crew.  Drenched  to  the 
skin  by  the  spray  of  the  foaming  wave^  whidi 
often  made  a  <dear  breach  over  the  vessel,  he 
never  once  quitted  the  deck  ;  nor  could  he  be 
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preyailed  upon  to  do  so,  until  the  Longships 
lighthouse  being  cleared  and  the  Lizard  fairly 
passed,  he  found  the  yacht  in  comparatively 
smooth  water^  scudding  on  before  the  favoring 
breeze  beyond  the  reach  of  every  probable  dan- 
ger. When  all  these  favorable  circumstances 
bad  however,  transpired,  he  was  glad  enough 
to  repair  below  and  indulge  in  the  luxury  of 
a  thorough  dry  rig  out,  which  only  those  who 
bave  previously  experienced  the  unpleasant 
sensation  of  remaining  for  a  long  time  in  wet 
garments  in  cold  weather  can  form  any  notion  of 
—for  it  was  then  about  the  middle  of  November-* 
From  the  unsettled  appearance  of  the  weather  it 
was  uncertain  how  long  it  might  be  before  his  ser- 
vices on  deck  might  again  be  called  for;  so  resolv- 
ing to  obtain  a  little  repose  whilst  it  was  in  his 
power  to  command  it,  he  threw  himself  upon 
one  of  the  cabin  sofas,  and  wrapping  a  boat 
cloak  around  him,  he  fell  asleep  almost  instan- 
taneously. 

Overcome  with  the  fatigue  he  had  previously 
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undergone,  he  slept  soandly  for  several 
during  which  time  the  wind  having  ab 
degrees,  the  reefs  were  one  ader 
shaken  out,  jibs  shifted,  and  more  can' 
and  having  the  wind  partially  off  the  h 
consequently  the  advantage  of  smooti 
the  Dolphin  glided  onwards  most  delic 
and  long  before  Jack  was  aroused  { 
slumbers  the  Eddystone  had  been  le 
leagues  behind. 

Now  as  the  vessel  progressed  furtl 
ward,  the  favorable  appearance  both 
and  weather  suggested  to  the  Marques 
might  venture  without  risk  into  the 
which  his  relative,  Lord  Biddlestone'e 
was  situated ;  and  as  Jack  offered  no 
tion  to  the  arrangement,  the  cutter' 
was  altered  a  few  points,  and  she  stoc 
that  part  of  the  coast,  which  she  reac 
was  brought  up  at  an  anchor  there  ab 
set,  making  altogether  an  excellent  d 
of  it 
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On  kndingy  the  Marquess  and  Jack  made 
the  best  of  their  way  to  the  cottage,  where, 
though  unexpected,  they  found  themselves 
most  welcome  guests.  Delightfully  indeed  did 
that  evening  pass  away>— the  Marquess  ex- 
hibited the  most  decided  proofs  of  devotion  to 
his  pretty  little  cousin  Harriet;  even  Jack 
himself  felt  a  degree  of  cheerfulness  he  had 
long  been  a  stranger  to;— and  all  were  in  good 
humour  and  satisfied  with  each  other,  and 
disposed  to  make  themselves  as  agreeable  as 
they  could. 

Emily  Oerald  bad  for  some  time  past  entirely 
shaken  off  the  delusion  about  her  lover^s  appariti- 
on to  which  she  had  so  fondly  clung ;  and  although 
there  was  still  a  visible  tinge  of  melancholy  in 
her  demeanour,  still  every  symptom  of  the 
alarming  excitement  she  had  formerly  exhibited 
had  disappeared.  In  fact  from  the  moment  she 
had  unburdened  the  subject  that  weighed  so 
heavily  on  her  mind  to  our  herb,  in  the  manner 
we  have  before  mentioned,  the  hallucination 
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under  whioh  she  bad  laboured  dissolve 

away  by  almost  imperceptible  degress, 

length  she  saw  through  the  fallacy  bj 

J  she  had  been  misled;  and  with  the 

j  fabric    upon    which,  she    had  found< 

j  vanished  all  her  hopes  of  worldly  happiQ< 

when  she  perceived  the  anxiety  of  tho6< 

her,  she  spared  no  effort  to  conceal  th< 

anguish  she  was  unable  to  subdue;  but 

of  all  her  efforts,  there  was  still  a  son 

would  be  felt,  and  although  time  had 

mitigated  the  acuteness  of  her  grief, 

only  the  grave  towards  which  she  thei 

for  peace. 

'  The  time  passed  away  so  agreeably 

f^  cottage,  that  it  had  reached  a  late  hou 

our  voyagers  began  to  think  of  retun 


j  board|  and  they  would  in  all  probabili 

remained  much  longer  had  they  not  i 

I  the  unwelcome  intelligence  that  the  wi 

i  continuing  to  veer  round  more  to  the 

ward,  and  although  not  very  strong,  wi 
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ing  almoet  directly  on  abore.  Added  to  this, 
the  sky  was  assumiDg  an  aspect  that  portended 
unsettled  weather;  so  that  all  circumstances 
considered,  the  bay  was  no  longer  a  safe  road- 
steady  particularly  at  so  unsettled  a  season  of 
the  year. 

Compelled  therefore  to  bid  their  friends 
farewelli  our  voyagers  prepared  to  return  on 
board. 

Now  it  so  came  to  pass^  that  in  spite  of 
the  menacing  aspect  of  the  sky,  the  partial 
light  of  the  waning  moon,  as  she  broke 
through  the  fleecy  clouds  reflecting  from  time 
to  time  her  silyery  rays  upon  the  wide  waste 
of  waters  produced  so  pleasing  an  efiect — 
at  any  rate  all  the  ladies  seemed  agreed  upon 
this  point — ^that  late  as  the  hour  then  was,  the 
greater  portion  of  the  female  party  were  tempted 
to  accompany  their  visiters  to  the  landing 
place,  which,  we  before  had  occasion  to  re- 
mark,  was  situate  but  a  short  distance  from  the 
cottage. 
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On  their  route  thither^  or  rather  ju 
party  had  arrived  at  the  place  of  enal 
Lord  liLddlestone  drew  our  hero  asid 
he  had  something  to  communicate  to 
which  he  had  forgotten  to  mentio 
''  It  is,  Mr.  Price,"  he  said,  "  to  coi 
most  unfounded  rumour  of  a  matria 
gagement  said  to  be  subsisting  bet^ 
Gerald  Vanbrunner  and  my  niece  a 
Emily  ArunJell." 

What  a  tliriU  ran  through  our  hero* 
this  iatelligcuce — and  with  whatiniens 
did  he  listen  whilst  Lord  Riddlestonec€ 
**  How  iuch  a  report  could  have  orij 
caunot  conceive ;  but  be  this  as  it  may 
that  has  mortified  the  young  lady  exc 
aod  the  moment  it  reached  her,  she 
me  in  the  greatest  trouble  and  perpl 
much  so  indeed,  that  from  the  manner 
she  writes,  you  might  fancy  she  thou 
self  accused  of  some  very  heavy  misden 
if  the  latter  indeed  really  were  the  ( 
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conld  not  exhibit  a  greater  degree  of  anxiety 

to  be  acquitted  of  the  charge.     She  had  in 

consequence,  therefore,  begged  me  to  employ 

every    means    in   my    power    to    contradict 

the    report.     This  I  have  ab'eady   done  to 

some  extent,  hayiog   written  to   one  or  two 

friends   and  several  members   of  our  family 

about  it;    as    I  have    also  to    Mr.    Gerald 

Vanbrunser  himself,  and  to  his  father.    Yet 

for  all  this,  as  Miss  Arundell  is  so  desirous  it 

should  be  contradicted  in  every  quarter,  1  will 

thank  you,  should  you  ever  hear  the  matter 

alluded  to,  to  say  you  have  positive  authority 

for  statiDg  the  report  to  be  totally  devoid  of 

foundation." 

'<  Come,  Jack,  you  lazy  landlubber,"  bawled 

out  the  Marquess,  ^*  come  along,  and  lend  a 

hand  to  shove  off  the  boat  that  lies  here,  all  high 

and  dry  upon  the  loose  shingles,  some  twenty 

yards  off  from  the  water's  edge." 

*'  Aye,  aye,"  replied  Jack  in  a  merrier  tone 

than  he  had  uttered  for  many  weeks  past ;  and 
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auuriog  Lord  Biddlestone  that  he  might  de* 
pend  upon  his  fidthfally  executing  the  com- 
mission with  which  he  had  entrusted  him,  he 
rendered  his  ready  assistance  to  Uonch  -the 
boat ;  which  being  accomplishedi  the  yacht  was 
soon  reached,  as  she  lay  but  a  few  hundred 
yards  or^o  from  the  shore.  Jack  byalongoddaa 
happier  man  than  when  he  had  quitted  her  a 
few  hours  lureviouely.  They  were  a  Tery 
short  time  in  getting  the  vessel  freely  under 
weigh,  and  then  the  sails  being  set  and  trimmed, 
our  hero  todc  his  station  at  the  helm,  where 
he  was  soon  \eh  to  the  uninterrupted  enjoy- 
ment of  his  thoughts;  for  such  of  the  crew  as 
remained  on  deck,  stowed  themseWes  away 
as  snugly  as  they  could,  and  soon  gave  audiUe 
proof  of  being  in  a  state  of  repose.  As  for  the 
noble  owner,  he  had  bundled  himself  into  his 
berth  the  moment  he  got  on  board. 

And  the  Dolphin  sailing  just  a  couple 
of  points  free,  with  a  brisk  breese,  and  a 
stugle  reef  in  her  mainsail,  walked  her  way 
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galkntly  over  the  heaving  boflom  of  the  sea, 
whilst  her  helmsman  fondly  thinking  of  her  he 
loTedy  guided  her  onwards  in  her  course  in 
true,  seaman-like  style.  Whilst  so  engaged, 
many  and  many  were  the  castles  of  future 
felicity  that  he  built  in  the  air,  and  almost  as 
numerous  were  the  ways  and  means  he  ar- 
ranged in  his  mind  by  which  the  final  object 
of  bis  wishes  was  to  be  accomplished.  At 
times  indeed  he  felt  annoyed  with  himself  for 
having  so  readily  credited  Vanbrunner's  state- 
ments, which  had  not  only  caused  him  all 
the  misery  he  had  endured;  but  at  the 
same  time .  had  done  the  greatest  injustice 
to  herself;  for  had  she  really  been  engaged 
to  Gerald  Vanbrunner,  her  conduct  at  the 
last  parting  scene,  as  also  the  previous  one 
which  caused  so  much  wonder  to  Mr.  Henry 
Grerald,  would  have  been  decidedly  incorrect— 
which  no  person  could  have  been  more  sensi- 
ble of  than  Jack  himself.  Yet,  in  spite  of  all 
these  drawbacks,  the  painful  and  overwhelming 

VOL.   III.  F 
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load  that  had  so  recently  been  removed  from 
his  mind  outweighed  eyeiy  other  sensation. 
Now  the  whole  truth  stood  plainly  revealed. 
It  became  evident  that  Mr.  Yanbrunner, 
having  by  some  means  or  other  discovered  or 
suspected  that  something  in  the  shape  of  a 
mutual  attachment  subsisted  between  Miss 
Arundell  and  Jack,  had  been  base  enough  to 
fabricate  a  deliberate  falsehood,  as  the  most 
effectual  means  of  preventing  its  being  carried 
on  any  further,  and  at  the  same  time  by  re-> 
moving  a  formidable  rival,  to  further  the  ad- 
dresses of  his  own  son.  Jack  was  perfectly 
aware  from  the  occurrences  at  the  last  meeting, 
which  had  been  so  unfortunately  cut  short  by 
Mrs.  Tremaine^s  interference,  that  Emily  loved 
him;  and  this  conviction,  which  before  had 
rather  added  to  than  subdued  his  sorrows,  now 
afforded  him  a  degree  of  joy,  of  which  it  is  vain 
to  attempt  a  description.  Gaily  indeed  did  he 
continue  at  his  post,  in  very  gladness  of  heart 
singing  away  such  odd  verses  and  snatches  of 
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songs  as  chanced  to  occar  to  him ;  all  the  time 
thinking  of  something  else,  or,  rather,  solely 

"  Upon  the  lass  he  loved  f 

whilst  the  little  cutter,  heeling  over  to  the 

freshening  breeze,   ploughed  her  way  swiftly 

through    the    foaming    waters,   whose   briny 

sprays  now   ever  and  anon  flew    in    hissing 

clouds  over  her  low  bulwarks.    But  a  sailor 

in  love  will  carry  on  till  all's  blue,  and  so  did 

Jack ;  until  at  length  getting  into  the  midst  of 

a  cross  sea,  occasioned  by  a  strong  rippling 

tideway,   the  yacht  suddenly  made  so  heavy 

a  lurch  to  leeward,  as,  by  the  shock  thereby 

occasioned,     to    tumble    her    noble    owner 

neck  and  crop  out  of  his  berth  below,  and  send 

him  sprawling  prostrate  upon  the  cabin  floor ; 

whilst  some  hogsheads  of  water,  which  at  the 

same  time  broke  on  board,  thundering  heavily 

on  the  deck,  effectually  aroused  the  remainder 

of  the  crew. 

F  3 


100  TUK  THREE  8TUDENTV. 

It  then  became  eyident  it  was  high  time  to 
reduce  canvass,  which  was  immediately  done ; 
and  the  vessel  being  made  all  snugi  and  get- 
ting soon  after  into  smooth  water,  the  day 
beginning  to  dawn,  and  Jack  becoming  sleepy, 
he  was  glad  to  betake  himself  below,  where  be 
slept  soundly  for  several  hours ;  but  whether 
he  dreamt  of  his  lady-love  or  not,  or  in  fact 
whether  he  dreamt  at  all,  is  a  subject  upon 
which  we  have  received  no  authentic  inform- 
ation. But,  however  this  may  be,  suffice  it  to 
say  he  managed  to  take  so  long  a  nap,  that 
when  at  last  he  awoke  he  found  the  Tessel 
within  sight  of  the  port  of  Longpassage,  her 
place  of  final  destination,  whera  it  was  pro- 
posed to  lay  her  up  in  ordinary  during  the  win- 
ter months. 

By  the  time  Jack  had  dressed  and  swallowed 
a  hasty  breakfast,  the  yacht  was  off  the  town, 
when  jumping  into  a  shore  boat  that  came 
alongside,  he  directed  the  waterman  to  land 
him    at    the    pier,    leaving    bis  companion  to 
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finish   hid  breakfast    and  follow  him  at   his 
leisnre. 

It  was  not  until  our  hero  had  again  stepped 
upon  the  quay  of  his  native  town,  that  he  felt 
a  species  of  nervous  apprehension  lest  all  might 
not  be  right  at  home— a  sensation  which  so 
frequently  affects  persons  who  have  been  for 
sometime  away  without  having  received  any 
recent  information  as  to  how  matters  have  been 
going  on  the  interim.  Now  Jack  liad  not  heard 
from  home  since  he  received  the  letter  from  Dr. 
Mangles  we  have  already  alluded  to,  and  several 
weeks  had  expired  since  diat  time.  Ignorant 
dierefore  of  what  might  have  takan  place 
he  experienced  a  sensation  of  involuntary  dread 
that  some  evil  might  have  occurred,  in  spite  of 
all  his  efforts  to  reason  himself  into  the  belief 
of  the  groundless  foundation  of  hb  fears.  Nor 
could,  he  avoid  fimoying  as  he  walked  along 
through  the  long  street  that  led  towards  his 
grandmother^s  housei  that  every  one  be  met 
looked  strangely  upon  him ;  whilst  such  few  as 
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veil  over  her  face,  and  gave  him  the  cut  direct ; 
and  to  complete  the  whole,  Billy  Twaddle,  who 
was  approaching  him  on  the  same  side  of  the 
street,  no  sooner  obtained  a  glimpse  of  his 
person/than,  like  the  priest  and  levite  of  old, 
he  crossed  over  to  the  opposite  side,  and  went 
his  way,  fixing  his  eyes  on  some  object  directly 
before  him. 

"  What  in  the  name  of  wonder,  can  all  this 
mean?"  thought  Jack  to  himself,  in  no  small 
alarm  at  the  strange  appearance  of  things,  a?, 
increasing  his  pace  almost  to  a  run,  he  hurried 
through  one  of  the  arches  of  the  gateway  that 
divided  the  old  from  the  more  modern  portion 
of  the  town ;  in  the  latter  of  which,  and  within 
sight  of  the  gate- way  was  his  grandmother's 
residence.  No  sooner,  however,  had  he  directed 
his  eyes  towards  the  well-known  spot,  than  per- 
fectly horror-struck,  he  drew  his  hand  across 
his  brow  to  clear  away  the  mist  that  obscured 
his  vision*  He  saw  a  cofiin  borne  out  of  the 
house,  which  a  hearse,  with  its  sable  accompn- 
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niments  of  mourning  was  drawn  up  oppoeite 
the  threshold  to  receive.  A  sickly  dizsdm^i 
and  the  violent  throbbing  of  his  heart,  for  a  few 
seconds^  deprived  him  of  the  power  of  motioD. 
But  this  was  only  momentary — when  hardly 
conscious  of  what  he  was  doing,  be  roshed  with 
frantic  eagerness  towards  the  spot. 


THE  THREE  BTVJ>BNT9.  109 


CHAPTER    VIL 


JACK  FINDS  THAT  HE  HAS  MORE  CAUSE  FOR 
AMA2EMENT  THAN  FOR  SORROW — HEARS  THAT 
STRANGE  RUMOURS  ARE  AFLOAT  CONCERNING 
HOf— A  DRIVE  IN  A  NIGHT  COACH,  DURING 
WHICH,  JACK  LEARNS  THAT  ROGUES  SOME- 
TIMES OBTAIN  THEIR  DUE. 


Jack  seemed  scarcely  an  instant  in  traversing 
the  intervening  space  betwixt  himself  and  the 
object  that  had  'caused  him  such  fearful  anxiety » 
upon  reaching  which,  the  only  person  amongst 
the  numbers  assembled  there  whom  he  could 
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recognise  was  old  Tom,  who,  in  the  character 
of  a  mourner,  holding  a  large  pocket-handker- 
chief before  his  eyes,  stood  close  behind  the 
hearse  in  which  the  coffin  had  been  jost  depo- 
sited. Jack  seized  him  eagerly  by  the  arm — 
but  so  completely  was  our  hero  overcome  with 
agitation,  and  breathless  with  the  violence  of 
his  exertions,  as  to  be  utterly  deprived  of  the 
powers  of  articulation;  whilst  Tom,  though  he 
knew  well  enough  by  his  gestures  all  his 
young  master  would  have  asked ;  yet,  with  bis 
inherent  love  of  mischief,  he  merely  removed 
the  handkerchief  for  a  moment — at  the  same 
time  casting  up  his  eyes,  and  shaking  his  head 
sorrowfully,  but  without  uttering  a  syllable, 
resolving  to  keep  his  questioner  still  longer  in 
the  agony  of  suspense  by  acting  out  the  charac- 
ter of  a  mute  to  the  very  letter. 

Vexed  and  irritated  at  this  ill-timed 
tacitumity,^  Jack  seized  him  by  the  collar 
and  shook  him  violently,  as  if  by  that  means 
to  force  from  him  the  required  information  i 
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when  finding  himself  gently  taken  by  the  arm, 
he  turned  quickly  round,  and  to  his  jojf  dis- 
covered his  grandmother — the  cause  of  all  hiis 
anxious  fears,  dressed  in  deep  mourning  accom- 
panied by  Dn  Mangles,  arrayed  also  in  funereal 
garb,  who  was  leading  her  towards  a  mourning 
coach  that  was  in  attendance.  .  So  delighted 
was  the  grandson  when  he  found  the  old  lady 
was  ab6ut  to  attend  the  funeral  in  an  active 
instead  of  being  as  he  had  dreaded   the  pas- 
eiye  subject  of  it,  that  in  the  gladness  of  the 
moment,    he    caught   her    in    his    arms   and 
kissed  her  most  affectionately,  until  the  little 
doctor   ventured   to   suggest  the  propriety  of 
cutting  this   scene  short;  informing  Jack,  at 
the   same  time,   that   the  admiral,  whom  he 
would    find   within,    would  explain  all  about 
the  passing  affair  that  had  caused  him  so  much 
alarm  and  uneasiness. 

This  Jack  very  readily  assented  to  ;  and 
the  more  so  indeed,  when  he  discovered  that 
his  late  proceedings  had  excited  the  curiorsity 
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of  all  the  folks  of  the  neighbourhood ;  who, 
crowding  to  their  front  window,,  were  g«siog 
intently  over  eaoh  other's  shonlderi,  efideatly 
mnoh  interested  at  what  was  then  puaogy 
and  watohing  eagerij  fnr  what  was  neit  to 
come. 

Amongst  these  spectators,  he  detected  the 
malevolent  conntenances  of  Mrs.  Hester  tad 
Miss  Letitia  Vanbronner  —  who^  with  their 
hopeful  nephew,  Air.  Gerald  Vanbnumer, 
were  regarding  the  exhibition  with  looks  of  the 
greatest  satisfaction.  Our  hero  was^  therefor^ 
by  no  means  sorry  to  escape  from  so  imper^ 
tinent  a  scrutiny,  and  deemed  himself  fortu- 
nate in  being  able  to  find  so  near  and  readj 
m  pUce  of  refuge,  as  the  old  mansion  afibrded 
Urn. 

Here  he  was  warmly  welcomed  by  his  old 
relative,  the  admiral,  who  testified  great  [Mea- 
sure in  again  meeting  him. 

<<AhI  Jack/'  exclaimed  the  galknt  old 
s^or.    *^  Glad  to  aee  you  looking  so  hear^ 
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and  well,  after  all  the  Btmrnj  weather  you've 
been  out  in  lately— but  Pm  sorry  to  say,  it's 
rather  a  bouse  of  mourning  you've  come  back 
to.      Death    has  been  pretty  busy  witii  his 
work  here  lately^my  poor  old  lady— Timson 
the  coaohman,  who  dropped  down  in  a  fit  of 
apoplexy,  and  the  poor  young  creature  whose 
corpse  is  just   carried  out  of  the  house — all 
gone    in    the   ctpace  of  a   month  or  so— but 
thanks  be,  you  and  your  dear  old  grandmo<- 
ther,  are  still  alive  and  well  —  so  that  upon 
the  whole,  I  looked  forward  to  jog  on  con- 
tentedly with  what's  left  me.    Kor  must  I," 
added    he^    after   a    momentary  paus^  ^^nor 
must  I  be  unthankfiil  for  past  blessings ;  for 
taking  roughs  and  smooths  together,  upon  the 
whole,  I've  had  a  tolerably  pleasant  time  of 
it  one  way  and  the  other ;  and  have  a  great 
deal   to   be  thankful  for ;  and  this  you  may 
depend  upon  Jack,   whatever  straight-laced 
folks  may  say  to   the  contrary,    that  thank- 
fulness for  blessings  past,  present,  and  hoped 
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for^  is  jnot  the  most  unwelcome  prayer  that 
can  be  offered  tip  to  the  Divine  Bestower  of 
them.  But  to  talk  less  seriously,  do  let  me 
hear  how  you^ebeen  spending  your  time  nnce 
last  we  received  any  tidings  of  you  ?" 

Jack^  instead  of  answering  the  old  gentle* 
man's  questions,  ventured  to  enquire  abont  the 
funeral  procession  which  had  just  left  the  door. 
This  the  Admiral  proceeded  to  explain  as  well 
as  he  could ;  and  then  it  was  that  Jack  was 
made  acquainted  with  some,  though  bnt  a 
small  portion  of  the  melancholy  history  of  poor 
Charlotte,  whose  career  of  pain  and  sorrow  had 
then  terminated,  and  whose  mortal  remains 
were  then  about  to  be  consigned  to  their  final 
resting  place. 

If  Jack  felt  some  degree  of  sorrow  at  the 
untimely  fate  of  this  unfortunate  young  per- 
son, those  feelings  soon  gave  place  to  others  of 
utter  amazement,  when  the  Admiral  proceeded 
to  inform  him  that  it  was  almost  universally 
believed  that  he,  Jack,  was  the  cause  of  it  all : 
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haviDgy  it  was  reported,  by  his  seductive  arts 
lured  her  from  her  husband's  roof;  and,  having 
afterwards  abandoned  her,  had  thus  become 
the  means  of  her  perishing  in  the  wretched 
manner  we  have  already  mentioned* 

**How  in  the  name  of  all  that's  incredible/' 
inquired  Jack,  '^  could  a  falsehood  so  utterly 
without  foundation,  and  yet  so  shocking,  ^have 
a  moment's  credit? — Why,  my  dear  sir,"  he 
continued—*'  I  was  never  in  her  presence  but 
ooce  since  her  marriage^  and  then  scarcely  for 
a  minute,  and  that  was  when  the  ridiculous 
affiur  took  place  at  the  Longpassage'  race  ball ; 
since  that  time,  as  you  and  scores  of  other 
folks  know,  I've  never  been  within  a  hundred 
miles  of  my  chambers  in  Gray's  Inn,  where 
the  people  are  kind  enough  to  say  I  was  living 
in  a  state  of  adultery  with  this  unhappy  young 
person." 

**  I  tell  you  what,"  answered  the  Admiral, 
*^  if  I  did'nt  know  what  you've  just  said  to  be 
the  fact,  I  know  well  enough,  and  so  must 
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everybody  that  knows  you  one  half  as 

do,  that  you  are  wholly  guiltless  of  ^ 

scaTidaloQB    neighbours  hare   thongli 

to  lay  to  your  charge.     As  to  your  ( 

indiBcreet  with  a  pretty  woman  wl 

might  take  a  fanoy  to,  provided  hei 

tioDB  aleo  tended  the  same  way,  all  I  o 

I  would'nt  be  responsible  for  you  or  f 

young  man,  that  woman  ever  was  th< 

of;  and  this  I  make  bold  to  say,  thi 

young  fellow  is  foolish  or  unlucky  e 

get  smitten  with  another  man's  wife, 

proves  one  of  the  runaway  kind^a 

vice^  mind  ye,  that^s  mighty  catchin 

all  that  I  can  say  is,  that  let  hun  beas 

ae  he  may,  the  sooner  and  further  he  pli 

self  out  of  the  way  of  temptation  t 

likely  ha  will  be  to  continue  so — Bi 

world  day  what  they   will ;  of  this  I 

sured^  if  your  evil  passions  had  indu 

to  elope  with  this  unfortunate  poor  ( 

you  never  would  have  had  the  heart 
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her  adrift,  either  to  starve  or  do  worse — I 
much  wish  she  had  been  reestored  to  a  snfficient 
state  of  consciousness  to  have  given  us  her 
own  version  of  the  matter ;  but  unluckily  this 
never  took  place — Poor  girl^  she's  gone  now, 
and  wiU  I  hope  reach  heaven  at  last ;  for  from 
all  I  can  understand  she  has  had  but  a  bitter 
time  of  it  here  on  earth." 

^^  And  do  you  really  think,  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned  this  tale  is  generally  believed  ?"  again 
demanded  Jack. 

^'I  am  sorry  to  say  it  is,"  answered  the  old 
gentleman ;  **  and  my  advice  is,  that  you  have 
your  weather  eye  open,  and  keep  a  good  look 
out  for  squalls.  But  never  mind.  Jack,  let  the 
worst  come  to  the  worst,  you'll  always  find  me 
ready  to  lend  a  hand  to  help  you  out  of  the 
scrape :  the  payment  of  a  few  pounds  or  so 
in  the  shape  of  daamges,  which  I  venture  to 
promise  you,  shall  never  come  out  ofyourown 
lK)cket,  is  the  worst  that  can  happen  to  you.^' 

'^  There  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  can't  agree 
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With  you** — replied  Jack — ^'  At  the  aara 
I  am  exc€€diiigly  grateful  for  the  kia 
you  have  throwa  out  of  pecuaiary  assi 
"  It  IB  not,"  he  cootinuefl,  **  the  pros] 
paying  a  sum  I  can  ill  afforJ  that  annoy 
deeply.  It  is  a  losa  far  greater  than 
that  I  dread ;  one  which  do  wealth  can 
No  man  who  has  figured  as  a  guilty  f 
a  erim  can  affair  ever  regELoa  the  good 
of  that    portion   of    society   whose  es 
really  worth  possessing;    whilst  the 
charge  against  me  i§  one  of  such  reckl 
lany,  that   the  bare  suspicion  of  it 
intolerable — Yet  after  ail,**   he   addet 
iug    awhile,    *^  I    am    convinced  a 
utterly  devoid  of  foondatioii  cannot  I 
tain  ground.    Al  any  rate  1*11  do  all  1 
meet  the  Inquiry^ — Aod  I  do  trust  I  e 
long,    be  able  to  trace  this  calumoy 
fountain  head^  and   if  I  do,   woe  he 
author  of  it," 
"  Take  my  word  for  it,**  aaid  the  I 
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^^  the  author  is  far  beneath  your  anger— some 
silly,  good-for-nothing  old  woman  or  other 
has  invented  the  tale,  or  what  is  equally  pro- 
bable,  the  wbolq  story  is  fabricated  out  of  a 
series  of  blunders  and  mistakes,  which  have 
been  magnified  into  seeming  realities  by  scan- 
dalizing newsmongers,  with  which  I  believe 
this  town  abounds  in  a  degree  tenfold  greater 
than  any  other  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions. 
Now  I  should  say  the  best  thing  that  could 
happen  for  you  under  existing  circumstances, 
would  be  for  this  said  Mr.  Isaac  Belasco 
White  to  bring  his  threatened  action  against 
you;  so  that  the  whole  matter  may  come 
fairly  before  a  court  of  justice,  and  then  the 
falsehood  of  the  accusation  would  be  made 
manifest  to  the  whole  world." 

''  But  has  White  really  threatened  to  bring 
this  action  ?"  inquired  Jack.  ''  You  didn't 
mention  that  to  me  before." 

'^  Simply  because  I  couldn't  tell  you  that 
and  the  rest  I've  been  tellipg  you  all  in  the 
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same  breath.     He  certaiiily  has  thm 
bring    thia    action,    and     hia   attorn 
Sharper,  has  given   notice  of  fluch 
to  Mr,  Laygent." 

*^  Then  the  sooner  he  commence 
better  I  aball  be  pleased^^^  said  Ji 
wish  indeed  that  it  were  already  begu 

Jack's  wishes  were  readily  respond 
he  had  scarcely  uttered  them  before 
who  by  this  time  had  returned  from  tb 
entered  the  room  and  presented  hii 
letter  which  had  just  been  left  for  I 
door.  This  turned  out  to  be  a  comn 
from  Mr«  White's  attorney,  and  ran  a 


"  Longpasiage^  Ncmmd 

**  Having  juat  reeei 
of  your  arrival,  I  take  the  earliest  oj 
of  acquainting  you,  that  I  have  re 
structions  from  Isaac  Balasco  >¥hite 
of  Eagle  Caatkt  in  ibis  County^  U 
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proceedinfi^s  againat  70a  in  an  action  of  an  ex- 
ceedingly delicate  nature,  which  I  have  no 
doubt  this  remark  will  be  suffident  to  explain. 
Aa  I  am  desirous  of  acting  with  every  respect 
to  your  feelings  on  this  truly  distressing  oc- 
casion, I  shall  be  obliged  by  your  favouring 
me  with  the  name  and  address  of  your  at- 
torney, in  order  that  personal  service  may  be 
dispensed  with, 

"  I  am,  Sir, 

"  Your  most  obedient 
"  Humble  Servant, 

'*  G.  SHARPER.'' 
'^  John  Price,  Esq., 
*^  Longpassage.'^ 

*'  Well  I"  exclaimed  Jack,  having  read 
through  this  epistle,  ^'  now  that  the  war  is 
commenced  in  real  earnest,  I  feel  a  wide 
stride  is  already  made  towards  clearing  my 
character^Pve  not  the  slightest  fear  about 
the  result,  and  to  bring  it  about  as  speedily  as 
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I  can,  ril  at  once  refer  this  Mr.  Sbi 
Laygent.** 

So  sitting  down  lie  wrote  to  that 
both  the  attoroiea ;  at  the  same  time 
ing  Lajgent  to  meet  him  as  sooo  as  t 
niently  could^  ns  he  was  desirous  o: 
over  the  matter  with  him.  He  had 
soon  the  mortification  to  leam  that  his 
profeesioDal  adyiser  was  then  absent  11 
where  he  was  likely  to  remain  for  sei 
longer  This  determined  Jnck  to  pr 
rectlj  to  towo,  and  as  the  Marquess 
paying  a  visit  to  the  Duke  hia  fatl 
seat  in  Yorkshire,  and  purposed  re 
day  or  two  in  town  on  the  way*  Ja< 
lordship  arranged  their  matters  so 
off  that  very  evening  in  one  of 
coaches. 

The  Marquess  being  known  to  all 
men  and  guards  on  the  road,  and  l 
qualifications  universally  acknowledge 
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acquired  the  privilege  of  conductiDg  the  team 
of  every  mail  and  stage  coach  he  boDOured 
with  his  presence^  and  which  as  usual  he  then 
availed  himself  of  on  the  presetit  occasion. 

On  the  coach  arriving  at  Westford^  which 
it  did  a  little  after  eleven  at  night,  the  noble 
driver,  there  being  no  other  passenger  but 
himself  and  Jack,  proposed  a  treat  of  glasses  of 
brandy  and  water  all  round. 

Now  Jack  was  by  no  means  inclined  to 
refuse  a  glass  of  brandy  and  water  just  at  that 
time,  yet  when  he  saw  the  house  at  which  the 
refreshment  was  ordered,  he  peremptorily  de« 
clined  taking  anything. 

«  Better  just  have  one  glass,  Mr.  Price, 
sir,"  said  the  coachman,  who  was  well  known 
to  Jack,  ^'  or  a  drop  of  summut  short  just  to 
keep  out  the  cold  like.  We've  a  bleak  drive 
before  us  and  a  cold  northerly  wind,  with  a 
shaip  sprinkling  of  hail  every  now  and  then 
right  in  our  faces,  and  no  mistake,  as  Major 
Bodd  says.    You  knows  the  Major  pretty  well 
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by  thiB  time,  Mr.  Price,  I  shoal 
guesB,"  coDtlnued  the  coachman.  * 
Mr.  Gubbins  went  up  with  me  lasi 
Queer  gents  both  on'em.  A  glas 
wouldn't  stand  long  a  begging  bef 
of  they  on  such  a  night  as  this,  or  ai 
seems  to  me  for  the  matter  of  that. 
Ukes  a  drap^  and  so  do  Mr.  Gubbii 
I've  a  beerd  from  persons  as  knon 
^em  well,  tbat  if  brandy's  ever  so 
their  way  there  are  only  two  occ 
which  they  are  ever  known  to  taste 
dinner  time/ 

*'  Indeed,"  said  Jack,  '*  from  my 
ance  with  bath  those  gentlemen, 
you  must  have  been  misinformed; 
what  aro   the    two  particular   occa 
allude  to?' 

*^  When  tbey  eats  goose  for  thei 
and  when  they  don't,"  replied  the  ' 
'*  them^«»  the  only  two  occasions." 
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This  sally  caused  a  laugh  at  the  expense  of 
the  little  Major  and  his  friend  Mr.  Grubbins, 
which  was  however  cut  short  by  the  arrival  of 
the  reeking  tumblers  of  grog  the  Marquess 
had  previously  ordered. 

"Come,  Mr.  Price,"  continued  the  driver, 
^' you'd  better  change  your  mind;  second 
thoughts  is  often  best.  The  brandy  in  this 
yer  house  I  can  tell  you  is  something  special. 
Vm  dashed  if  it  isn't  worth  while  to  drive 
over  the  stage  from  here  to  Longpassage 
and  back  again  every  night  of  the  week  only 
to  taste  a  thimbleful  of  it." 

*^  I  don't  dispute  the  goodness  of  the 
brandy,"  answered  Jack,  **  but  I'd  rather 
drink  bilge  water  than  the  best  of  liquor,  if 
it  came  out  of  a  house  kept  by  such  an  arrant 
rogue  as  lives  here." 

**  What,  sir?"  exclaimed  the  John  in  a  tone 
of  manifest  surprise.  **  You  turely  don't 
mean  to  say  Joe  Simmons  is  a  rogue?    Why, 

VOL.  III.  Q 
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\ny  lord,"  he  added,  addressing  the 
*'  Your  lordship  must  surely  remen 
Joe.  Him  as  was  guard  of  the 
to  be  sure;  and  now  he's  just  set  i 
self  in  business  here,  and  like  to 
hope.  Why,  Mr.  Price,"  continued 
addressing  himself  to  our  hero,"  s 
Simmons  can't  be  the  man  yon 
speaking  of?" 

"  I  have  done  Joe  an  act  of  injuj 

no  means  intended,"  answered  Jack 

1  will  at  once  take  care  to  remove. 

certainly  was  not  the  man  I  was  sp< 

for  I  believe  him  to  be  as  honest  an 

a  little  fellow  as  ever  sat  behind  fc 

— and  so    now    I'll   gladly  drink    h< 

success  to  him  in  a  bumper  of  his  c 

The    person    I   alluded    to,"     he    c 

'*  was  called  Gribblc,  and  he  must  u 

recently  have  been  the  landlord  here. 

haved  most  infamously  to  his  former 
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"  Old  Giles  Gribble  is  it  you  was  speaking 
about  ?  interrupted  the  coachman,  ^^  You  need 
never  trouble  your  head  any  more  about  he — 
He  gave  hisself  his  deserts  a  month  or  two  since 
by  hanging  hisself  up  in  one  of  his  own  haylofts- 
It  seems  he  got   into  some  scrape  with   the 
excise,   and  the  excise  exchequer' d  un,   and 
what    was  pretty  nearly  as  bad,  a  rogue  he 
had  for  his  lawyer,  had,  a  short  time  before, 
bolted  with  most  of  his  odd  cash  ;  so  it  seems 
he  tied  hisself  up  as  the  best  way  of  settling 
scores.     But  here,  sir,  comes  Joe  hisself,  ^and 
with  a  handful  of  cigars— good  uns  too  I  guess ; 
He  dont  look  mnch  like  a  rogue,  Mr.  Price, 
do  he  r 
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XS    UKPLKASA^r  ACCQllffT  OF 

AFrAIB9^ClIAXQ£9    AS     St 

PK€TEI>^^ACE  EEALLT  DOl 
AT    f,AST. 


That  s  a  bad  job  again  abou 
EOn,  I  am  afraid,'*  obeefv^ 
turning  round  from  the  bod 
seated  along^sidcof  the  Marqi] 
ducting  the  iaiu\  and  addr«i4 
§eat  directly  behind  him; 
ftarfuL'* 
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**  What  do  you  meao  ?"  inquired  Jack,  with 
aoxious  aurprise. 

.^' Like  to.  lose  all  the  rest  of  hU  property;" 
answered  the  driver;  "I  heerd  so  at  any  rate 
from  Major  Bodd,  ^ho  seemed  to  know  all 
about  the  affair;  and  from  what  he  told  me,  it 
seema  it's  just  discovered  that  there's  a  hole  in 
the  Colonel's  title." 

**  How,  and  in  what  respect  ?"  again  inquired 
Jack. 

**  Why,  from  what  I  could  make  out,"  re- 
joined the  coachman,  ^^  it  seems  that  the  person 
from  whom  .the  Colonel's  father  bought  this 
property,  took  it  under  a  will,  and  this  will  was 
good  for  nothing,  because  it  was'nt  properly 
witnessed,  which  the  heirs  have  some  how  or 
other  just  found  out,  and  put  in  their  claims  ac- 
cordingly. And  writa  and  all  that  sort  of  thing 
have  been  serred  on  the  Colonel,  and  stuck  up 
on  the  parish  church  door  too,  as  I  understand ; 
which  they  say  must  be  done  cause  as  how 
the  land  has  been  so  long  in  the  colonel's 
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hands  that  the  right  can  only  be 
way,  and  by  having  a  jury  of  lords  i 
knights,  all  on  'em  dressed  up. 
and  regimentals.  Mr.  Gubbinsindc 
to  have  a  notion  the  matter  might 
with  cudgels,  and  was  going  to  I 
purpose  to  oflfer  hisself  as  the  colon 
pion  ;  but  I  suppose  somebody  must 
making  a  fool  of  him  ?" 

'^  I  trust  the  whole  matter  ma; 
hoax,"  resumed  Jack,  **  but  if  so,  it 
ceedingly  cruel  one." 

''It's  no  hoax  about  the  action,"  i 

coachman,  gravely ;  **  indeed,  Mr.  1 

now  in  London  about  this  y er  very  bui 

has,  as  T  have  heerd,  tried  to  make  a  a 

with  the  chap  as  makes  the  claim ;  bi 

cunning  even  for  a  lawyer  to  get  the 

of;  I  knows  the  chap  well  enough^  ai 

a  guy  he  is  as  one  would  wish  to  me< 

a  day's  march.     Why,  Mr.  Price,  ; 

have  either  seen  or  heerd  of  this  fell 
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you  was  at  Cambridge — Dick  Chittlebert,  to  hv 
sure — him  as  used  to  keep  livery  stables  there, 
and  db  a  little  in  the  horse  dealing  and  do^ 
line?—'' 

"  I  recollect  the  man  perfectly/*  replied 
Jack,  **  and  I  belieye  him  to  be  as  thorou^Ii 
paced  a  blackleg  as  was  ever  flogged  off  a  race 
course ;  but  how  comes  it  to  pass  that  a  low, 
illiterate  fellow  like  him  could  be 
related  to  a  person  of  sufficient  respectabi- 
lity to  have  been  owner  of  such  valuable  pro- 
perty?" 

'*  As  for  the  matter  of  that,"  replied  the 
Jehu,  ^'  all  the  relationship  is  on  the  side 
of  his  wife,  from  what  Mr.  Gubbins 
says,  who  seems  to  know  something  about 
her,  and  Chittlebert  too.  Mr.  Gubbins  eayA 
she  was  a  decentish  kind  of  woman  till  sucfi 
time  as  she  took  to  drinking,  whicli  it 
seems  she  did  when  she  found  out  how  she 
had  been  took  in  by  this  fellow  Chittlebert, 
who  passed  hisself  off  to  her  as  a  kind  of 
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by.  Jack  left  his  companion  still  occupied  with 
his  meal  whilst  he  trudged  off  to  the  Norfolk 
Hotel  in  Snrrey  Street,,  such  being  Mr.  Lay^ 
gent's  (as  well  as  the  gallant  admirars)  usual 
place  of  abode  whilst  in  town  ;  and  where  Jack 
fully  expected  to  find  the  attorney  at  that 
early  hour.  In  this  he  was  however  disap- 
pointed, being  informed^  in  answer  to  his  in- 
quiries for  that  gentleman,  that  he  had  gone 
out  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  previously,  and 
was  not  expected  to  return  again  until  late  ia 
the  evening. 

Being  unable  to  elicit  where  Mr.  Laygent 
was  likely  to  be  found,  our  hero  resolved  to 
betake  himself  to  his  own  chambers  and  get 
matters  in  order  there  ;  but  on  reaching  them, 
he  found,  to  his  amazement,  that  his  name,  aa 
also  that  of  Mr.  Phibber,  had  been  erased  from 
over  the  door-way,  and  the  name  of  '*  Mr^ 
Christopher  Figg,"  substituted;  yet,  exhi* 
biting  a  look  of  freshness^  that  denoted  the 
change  to  have  been  a  very  recent  one, 
•o  5 
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As  might  naturally  be  e^cpected, 
thing  that  Jack  thought  of  doing,  v^ 
quire  as  to  the  why  and  where fc 
these  unlocked  for  proceedings  j  an< 
of  commenciti'j,  he  took  the  liberty  < 
ing  at  the  door,  which,  but  a  momc 
he  had  euppoaed  to  be  hk  own. 
soon  opened  by  a  etuinpy,  duck^egj 
clerk,  who  informed  him  that  bia  m 
Figg  was  from  home,  and  hij  retu 
tain  ;  but  in  reply  to  Jack's  further 
the  amall  clerk  informed  him  that  ill 
had  suddenly  disappeared,  hut  whei 
gone  nobody  knew.  That  the  party 
Mr.  Phibber  rented  the  ehambera 
lag  Jacks  also —had  re-entered  u{ 
That  theae  chambers  bad  been  re-It 
present  tenant^  Mr.  Chriatopher  ] 
furniture  sold  under  a  didtrees  foi 
that  was  due  from  Mr.  Phibber* 
for  any  iiirtUer  inrortnatioQi  our  h 
apply  to  Mr.  Sly  boot  of  No,  3,  h 
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To  Mr.  Slyboot's  therefore^  Jack  next  be- 
took himself;  but  that  gentlemen  wa«  also 
from  home,  though  expected  back  in  the 
course  of  an  hour,  Jack^  thereforei  left  his  name^ 
and  address,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  hour  he 
called  again,  but  Mr.  Slyboot,  as  he  was  tolJ, 
hod  not  returned. 

Our  hero  now  suspected  that  any  further 
inquiries  he  might  make  about  the  little  pro- 
perty he  had  left  in  his  chambers — which,  in 
fact,  consisted  of  a  very  few  articles  of  fur- 
niture of  his  own,  as  the  apartments  had 
been  let  to  him  by  Mr.  Phibber  ready  fur- 
nished— a  few  law  books — for  which,  he  en- 
tertained very  little  affection — and  some  linen 
and  clothes  considerably  the  worse  for  wear ;  so 
not  having  an  over-great  regard  for  this 
world's  gear,  he  bore  his  contemplated  loss 
most  philosophically.  Luckily  for  him  he 
did '80,  as,  not«?ith9tanding  he  called  more 
than  once  afterwards  at  Mr.  Slyboot's  cham- 
berd,  and  wrote  several  letters  to  that  gentle- 
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man  oq  the  iabject,  be  had  never  t 
fortune  to  obtftiti  either  an  intervic 
answer,  or  in  fiiot,  ta  receive  any  tut 
formatioD  about  his  miseing  property. 
There  ie  something  exceediogly  di 
in  the  repetition  of  fruitless  crna 
never  more  so  than  on  a  regular  dull  U 
dajj  when  London  streets  arc  a  niixtur 
and  mirebeneatbj  with  an  atmosphere  i 
fog  above-  Yet  in  &pite  of  all  thi%  Jack, 
natuially  of  cbecrfut  diapoaition,  @o 
being  depressed^  was  incIitieJ-**had  it 
for  the  anxiety  he  felt  on  his  friend 
u^Vb  account — to  be  in  the  most  buoyai 
The  dark  cloud  that  had  so  suddenly  ai 
hung  over  his  fair  fame,  he  knew  musi 
dispelled,  and  then  be  saw  nothing  but 
of  joy  before  him.  At  the  same  timc> 
that  the  unfounded  rumour  ngiitn^t  hi[ 
had  already  been  flo  widely  eirculLitcd 
generally  belie vedj  might  chance  to  } 
Emily^e    ear%    caused    him    mm%  m 
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— ^still  be  never  for  one  moment  believed  that 
she  would  give  credit  to  it — at  the  same  time, 
with  a  view  to  check  any  ill-effect  a  report  of 
this  kind  might  prodace,  he  determined  at  once 
to  write  to  Lord  Riddlestone,  to  ezpbin 
exactly  what  had  occurred*  Having  thus  re- 
solved^ he  repaired  to  a  neighbouring  coffee- 
house, and  being  supplied  with  the  necessary 
articles  of  pen,  ink,  aud  paper>  proceeded  to 
carry  his  intention  into  effect.  Before,  how- 
ever, he  had  written  half  a  dozen  lines^  over-  ' 
come  with  the  fatigue  of  running  about  town 
80  long  to  no  purpose^  added  to  his  having 
bad  no  rest  on  the  preceedmg  night,  he  began 
to  nod  over  the  paper,  and  made  so  many  mis^ 
takes^  that  at  length  he  was  about  to  throw 
his  pen  aside  in  despair,  when  his  attention  was 
suddenly  aroused  by  a  familiar  voice,  he  in- 
stantly recognized  as  that  of  his  learned  friend,  j 
Mr.  Pickle;  the  same  identical  gentleman 
under  whose  tuition  as  we  before  stated  he  had 
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acquired  so  much  proficiency  in  the  r 
scieneea  of  boat  sailing  and  special  pi 
*'  So  I  have  succeeded  in  apprehei 
deserter  at  last,"  said  Mr.  Pickle; 
than  half  the  term  gone,  and  no  Mr 
ohambers  ;  but  come/'  added  the  lea 
tleman  with  a  good-natured  smile^  ' 
never  enjoy  yourself  younger  —  tho 
must  have  had  rather  a  rough  ti 
latterly  if  the  weather  you've  had 
one  quarter  as  bad  as  we've  had  it 
at  Longpassnge.  The  most  stormy  s 
ever  recollect,  and  your  friend  Lord 
ton's  craft  none  of  the  dryest  vess 
world  either ;  yet  with  such  a  downrii 
companion  as  you  had,  and  a  good 
with  all  his  faults  and  eccentricitie 
say  you  managed  to  make  it  out  ] 
enough,  I  would  gladly  have  ace 
invitation  ;md  joined  your  party  ii 
stances  over  which  I  had  no  controu 
prevented  my  so  doing." 
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*'  Few  things  I  can  assure  you  would  have 
afforded  us  greater  pleasure^"  replied  Jack* 
*'  and  as  to  your  enjoying  the  excursion^  i 
have  no  doubt  whatever  upon  that  score.  But 
now  do  tell  me/'  he  continued,  ^*  do  tell  me 
how  things  have  been  going  on  lately  here, 
and,  by  the  bye,  has  Thompson  beea  called 
to  the  bar  yet?" 

^*  That's  the  very  thing  I  was  just  going  to 
mention,"  answered  Mr.  Pickle.  "  Thompson 
was  duly  called  to  the  bar  of  the  Honorable 
Society  of  Gray's  Inn  a  day  or  two  since,  aniJ 
I  had  the  honour  of  being  one  of  the  party 
he  entertained  in  the  hall  afterwards,  and  mo^t 
enthusiastically  we  drank  to  his  health,  and  sue* 
cess  to  him  in  his  profession.  If  he  preserves 
the  former  he  is  certain  of  obtaining  the  latter* 
In  fact,  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you  will  Vm 
sure  gratify  you  and  every  one  else  interested 
in  his  welfare.  I  have  just  returned  frotii 
Westminster,  where  to«day  Thompson  ad* 
dressed  the  court  for  the  first  time,  and  this  ho 
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did  in  raeh  st jle  as  to  aatoniah  both  the  bench 
and  bar.  He  hentated  slightly  to  be  sure 
once  or  twice  at  the  commeAoement>  bat  when 
fairly  launched  in  his  subject,  nothing  could 
exceed  the  sound  and  logical  arrangement  of 
his  argument,  which  was  delivered  in  an  ad- 
mirable tone  and  manner.  You  know  what  a 
splendidly  deep-toned  voice  he  has,  which  gives 
so  decided  an  advantage  to  an  advocate 
who  knows  how  to  use  it.  Thompson's 
style  was  not,  as  you  may  suppose,  fault- 
less—  he  was  in  some  parts  too  energe- 
tic— where  energy  was  uncalled  for — ^but  very 
little  practise  will  cure  all  his  defects.  If  he 
doesn't  rise  to  the  top  of  the  tree,  never  more 
was  man  mistaken  in  man  than  I  shall  be  in 
him.'' 

'^  This  indeed  is  glorious  news/'  said  Jack 
with  feelings  of  unfeigned  satisfaction.  **  Do 
you  think  I  Aould  find  him  in  his  chambers 
if  I  were  to  run  down  there  now.  I  see  it's 
already  half»past  four  o*clock«  so  of  course  he 
must  ere  this  have  left  court  ?" 
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*^  I've  no  doubt  you'll  find  him  at  his 
chambers,"  said  Mr.  Pickle,  "  and  if  you 
do  give  him  a  good  sound  rating  for  run- 
nbg  off  and  giving  me  the  slip  before  I 
could  approach  near  enough  to  him  to  offer 
xny  congratulations  upon  his  success;  and 
\^hich  I  am  agbamed  to  say  some  of  our  ac- 
quaintance, who  were  close  beside  him,  most 
unkindly  withheld." 

"  Then  I  must  lose  no  longer  time  in  offer- 
ing him  mine,"  observed  Jack ;  so  tearing  up 
his  unfinished  letter,  and  casting  the  fragments 
into  the  fire,  away  he  went  highly  delighted, 
every  thought  of  self  absorbed  in  pleasurable 
excitement  at  his  late  fellow  student's  success. 
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CHAPTER   IX. 


JACK  ENCOUNTERS  A  SIGHT  WHICH  ALABJI8 
HiM,  YET  SOON  D3C0VEB8  HE  HAS  VERT 
LIGHT  CAUSE  FOB  IT.  IS  COMPLBTBlY 
OVERTHROWN  IN  A  MISTAKEN  ACT  OF  flC" 
MANITY,  BUT  FINDS  HIS  LABOURS  8CCCB68- 
FUL   IN  A  REAL   ONE. 


Jack  was  not  long  before  he  reached  hU 
friend  Alfred  Thompson's  chambers,  wheO) 
perceiving  the  entrance  door  partially  open,  h^ 
exercised  the  privilege  of  an  intimate  frieod) 
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and  entered  the  sitting  a[)artcnent  without 
further  ceremony.  Here  a  sight  burst  upon 
his  astonished  view  that  completely  horrified 
him.  Directly  upon  the  fire-place — ^which  the 
object  of  his  alarm  completely  covered— -sur- 
rounded by  flames  and  smoke,  he  thought,  in 
the  hurried  glance  of  the  moment^  though  the 
back  of  the  figure  was  towards  him^  that  he 
recognised  in  bar  costume  the  person  of  a 
very  little  barrister  he  was  intimately  ac- 
quainted with,  and  who,  at  that  time^  diminu- 
tive as  he  was,  contrived  to  make  no  inconsi- 
derable nobe  both  in  Westminster  ball  and  on 
the  Western  Circuit.  » 

Fully  impressed  with  this  idea,  ns  well  as 
that  the  little  gentleman  had  fallen  into  this 
dreadful  situation  in  consequence  of  some 
sudden  kind  of  seizure,  and  acting  upon 
the  impulse  of  the  moment.  Jack  rushed 
eagerly  forwards,  and  grasping  the  flimsy  para- 
phernalia with  unnecessary  force,  the  violence 
of  the  effort  threw  him  prostrate  backwards 
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upon  the  floor^  dragging  at  the  same  time 
the  burning  wig  and  gown  after  him,  and 
causing  such  a  smoke^  noise,  and  clatter,  as 
to  call  forth  Mr.  Alfred  Thompson,  who  proved 
the  lawful  owner  of  the  consumiDg  articles, 
from  out  of  his  bed-room  adjoining. 

It  was  by  this  time  apparent  that  our 
hero's  cause  of  alarm  was  much  slighter  than 
he  had  anticipated.  The  wig  it  is  true  waa 
frizzled  away  to  nothingness,  and  the 
gown,  though  composed  of  less  inflaaunable 
materials,  was  still  so  burnt  as  to  be  unfit 
for  further  service ;  yet  Jack  —  notwith- 
standing he  had  received  a  smart  blow  on 
the  back  part  of  bis  head  —  was  relieved 
beyond  measure,  when  he  found  that  these 
things,  utterly  spoiled  as  they  were,  had 
covered  no  human  foroi,  and  discovered  the 
really  unsubstantial  nature  of  his  apprehea- 
Mons.  Jumping  up  nimbly  therefore  from  the 
floor,  and  rubbing  his  bruised  head  with  oae 
hand,  whilst   he   extended  his  other  to  hii 
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friendj  he  inquired  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
strange  conflagration  he  had  just  witnessed,  the 
the  smoky  exhalations  of  which  imparted  by 
no  means  an  agreeable  odour  to  the  apart- 
ment. All  curiosity  on  this  subject  was,  how- 
ever, soon  changed  to  feelings  of  anxiety  on 
his  friend's  account,  in  whose  pale  features  he 
discovered  nn  unusual  wildness  of  expression, 
as  the  latter  vainly  attempted  to  force  a  smile 
of  welcome—an  expression,  such  as  no  one  in- 
terested in  his  welfare  could  regard  without 
uneasiness. 

"  My  dear  Thompson,  what  on  earth  ails 
you  ?"  inquired  Jack. 

"  A  mere  trifle,**  answered  Thompson,  with  a 
forced  calmness  of  manner  that  spoke  too 
plainly  the  mental  anguish  he  vainly  tried  to 
hide. 

"Then"  demanded  Jack,  "as  I  am  an  ac- 
knowledged friend,  1  think  I  have  a  fair  right 

to  expect  to   be  told   what  that  trifle  is? — 
Something   out    of    the   common    must   have 
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happened,  or  you  never  could  be  so  annoyed  as 
you  evilsntly  now  are— particularly  at  thU 
time  oF  all  others,  when  I  expected  to  have 
seen  you  jumping  out  of  your  very  skin  for  joy 
at  your  recent  success.'* 

An  audible  groan  from  rhompson  was  his 
only  reply,  whilst  Jack  resumed : 

^*  I  hope   you  dont  imagine  I  wish  to  dive 
into  the  secret  of  your  trouble  from  mere  idle 
curiosity— you  have  entrusted  me  with  your 
confidence  before,  so  it  is  no  great  wonder  1 
should  ask  you  to  extend  it  to  me  now— Tell 
me  therefore  at  once  what  is  the  matter?    Are 
you  short  of  money  ?    Has  any  one  done  yoo 
an    injury?     Come,  old    fellow,'  added  he, 
slapping  his  desponding  friend  gently  on  the 
shoulder,   'Met  me  know   what  the  scrape  is 
you've  gotten  yourself  into;    and   if  I  can*t 
get  you  well  out  of  it,  at  any  rate  I'll  try  to." 
'^  My  scrape  is   beyond  the  reach  of  even 
your  friendly  aid,''  said  Thompson,  mournfully) 
^'but  at  the  sa-ne  time,  as  it  is  useless  to  at- 
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tempt  to  conceal  the  fact  from  you,  however 
successfully  I  may  play  the  stoic  before  others, 
I  honestly  confess  that  I  am  all  but  broken 
hearted." 

^' But  you  hav'nt  yet  mentioned  the  cause 
of  your  depression,''  said  Jack :  "  you  must 
remember  on  what  an  unsubstantial  basis  all 
your  former  troubles  have  been  founded;  and 
how  often  I  have  taken  upon  myself  to  read 
you  a  lecture  upon  the  absurd  ingenuity  you 
display  in  manufacturing  up  a  store  of  misery 
for  yourself  in  the  presentiment  of  imaginary 
ills,  which  were  never  to  happen,  and,  as  a 
natural  consequence,  never  do." 

*'  Unluckily"  said  Thomp  son,  *'  in  the 
present  instance  I  am  too  painfully  aware 
of  their  reality.  If  ever  a  man  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  distinguishing  himself  in  his  profession  ^ 
that  opportunity  was  this  day  mine— I  failed— 
most  signally  failed— so  that  if  an  attorney 
could  be  found  ignorant  or  mad  enough  to 
trust  me  with  another  brief  I  could  never  dare 
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to  open  roy  moath  in  court  more.  Finding 
it  therefore  necessary  to  retire  from  practice,  I 
have  been  disposing  of  my  bar  toggery  in  the 
manner  most  congenial  to  my  feelings. 

**  But,  pray  tell  me  what  can  have  put  snch 
extraordinary  fancies  as  these  into  your 
head  ?"  asked  Jack. 

**  It  is  not  fancy,  I  can  assure  you,"  replied 
the  young  barrister,  '^  what  I  am  about  to 
relate  to  you  is  lamentably  true,  as  you  will 
soon  learn  from  other  quarters.  Plenty  of 
witnesses  were  present.  And  some  I  can 
venture  to  say  will  speak  to  the  fact  without 
being  at  all  pressed  upon  the  matter.  But 
without  further  preface,  I'll  proceed  at  once. 
A  brief  was  a  day  or  two  ago— in  fact,  on  the 
very  day  after  my  call  to  the  bar— placed  in 
my  hands ;  and  this  morning  the  case,  as  wss 
expected,  came  on  for  argument.  I  was  foolish 
enough  to  imagine  I  had  made  myself  master 
of  it  in  every  point  and  bearing,  and  yet- 
you'll  hardly  believe  me  when  I  tell  you— 


THS   THREE  BTUDENTSU 


145 


tlie  moment  I  proceeded  to  address  the  court , 
cTcry  idea  had  deserted  me— all  I  intended  to 
have   said^    and    had   so   satisfactorily,    as    I 
thought,  arranged  in  my  own  mind,  was  clear 
gone  out  of  my  head— My  tone  and  accent  too 
seemed  strange  to  me*-and  had  it  not  been  that 
I  was  completely  hemmed  in  on  all  sides— being 
nearly  in  the  centre  of  one  of  the  back  rows  of 
the  court  of  the  King's  Bench,  which  iiappened 
to  be  unusually  crowded — I  should  certainly 
have  thrown  down  my  brief  and  made  a  run  for 
it  But  finding  escape  in  this  way  impossible,  I 
did  my  utmost  to  pluck  up  the  little  courage  I 
possessed,  and  to  flounder  on  with  a  few  in- 
troductory remarks,  and  then  as  I  proceeded  I 
cited  every  case,  in  any  way  bearing  upon  my 
argument,  a  list  of  which  I  had  fortunately 
noted  in  my  brief;  but  what  I  actually  said,  I 
have  not  the  slightest  remembrance  of      In 
fiict,  during  the  whole  time  my  attention  was 
distracted  by  the  suppressed   titter   of  those 
around  me/* 

VOU  HI.  B 
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"  A  mere  set  of  envious  puppies,**  ob- 
served Jack,  '^  who  never  had  a  hne£  in  their 
lives,  or  if  they  had  are  sure  never  to  be  in- 
trusted with  another.  Now  can  yon  name 
any  man  of  respectable  standing  amongst  the 
whole  batch  of  them." 

*'That  I  certainly  cannot,**  answered 
Thompson.  *^  In  fact  every  face  was  strange 
to  me,  unless  it  was  a  parboiled  suet  dumpling 
apology  for  one  appertaining  to  that  oonsummate 
booby  Horace  Dobson— which,  except  that  it 
possesseeT  a  couple  of  eyep,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  say  what  particular  part  of  his  person 
nature  really  intended  it  for.  He  was  just 
beyond  my  arm's  reach,  and  fortunately  for 
him,  and  perhaps  for  myself  also  that  he  was 
,  sa  He  was  leaning  forward  resting  his  face 
on  his  hands  on  the  rail  before  him,  pretendii^ 
to  be  convulsed  with  suppressed  laughter  the 
whole  time  I  was  speaking.  If  I  conld  bot 
have  reached  him,  I*d  have  dia-wigged  him  to  a 
ead  certainty,  and  made  the  powder  fly  about 
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his  ears  in  fine  style,  let  the  consequences  have 
been  what  they  might." 

^^  And  can  an  ill-bred  act  of  malice  from  so 
silly  a  booby  as  Horace  Dobson,"  interrupted 
Jack.  ^'  Can  such  an  act  be  worthy  the  notice 
of  a  man  of  your  sense  and  talents?  That 
unfeeling,  bearish  laugh  you  must  know  from 
previous  observation  the  whole  Dobson  lot 
make  a  point  of  arming  themselves  with, 
whenever  they  wish  to  put  .persons  out  of 
countenance  whose  talents  they  envy,  from 
the  mere  consciousuess  that  they  themselves 
can  never  acquire  them.  Envy  of  unattainable 
merit  is  ever  the  leading  feature  of  a  narrow 
mind.  How  therefore  can  you  wonder  at  the 
DobsoDs  possessing  such  feelings.  Don't  you 
remember  their  trying  to  laugh  poor  Charles 
Somerville  off  the  stage  when  he  made  his 
first  appearance  at  the  Lon^passage  theatre  ? 
Aye,  and  they  would  have  succeeded  too,  if 
the  good  old  admiral  hadn't  chanced  to  be 
there  and  backed  him  up  with  a  little  encour- 
u3 
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agement.     And  yet  you  see  the  public  are  al- 
ready becoming  alive  to  his  merits." 

**  This  is  indeed  true/'  said  Thompeon,  in  a 
more  cheerful  tone  than  he  had  hitherto  spoken 
'^  although  you  have  not  as  yet,  I  dare 
say,  heard  the  full  extent  of  his  good  fortune. 
It  was  indeed  but  yesterday  that  matters  were 
finally  arranged,  and  he  looked  in  upon  me 
directly  after  and  told  me  he  hadjnst  entered  into 
most  profitable  engagements  for  the  ensuing 
season  both  at  Bath  and  in  London.  He  W9» 
kind  enough  indeed  to  make  one  of  my  wine 
party  at  my  call  to  the  bar.  Oh !  Jack,  I  was 
wishing  you  there  twenty  times  at  least,  parti- 
cularly when  he  sung, 

"  When  Vulcan  forg'd  the  bolts  of  Jove," 

Your  nerves  would  have  thrilled  with  delight 
ut  the  sound  of  his  splendid  voice  re-echoing 
through  our  noble  hall.  His  ^Black-eyed 
Susan,' also  was  inimitable,  that  song  must* live 
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and  die  with  him — no  other  man  can  ever  come 
near  him  in  that  be  he  whom  he  may." 

"  I'm  really  delighted  to  find  he  has  suc- 
ceeded, so  well,"  said  Jack,  "  although  I  never 
entertained  a  doubt  that  he  would.  You 
may  probably  consider  it  a  piece  of  conceit  on 
my  part,  which  chances  have  served  to 
strengthen ;  still  I  do  consider  that  I  have 
great  discernment  in  matters  of  this  kind,  and 
never  as  yet  have  I  been  deceived  as  to  the  success 
I  thought  talent  was  likely  to  meet  w^ith  amongst 
the  whole  of  the  persons  upon  whose  merits 
I  have  as  yet  hazarded  an  opinion.  And  now 
that  you  are  become  a  little  more  rational  than 
I  first  found  you,  I'll  just  tell  you  what  persons, 
whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  far  greater 
weight  than  mine,  say  of  your  proceedings  of 
this  mominx*  Opinions  more  favorable  you 
could  not  have  desired.  In  the  first  place, 
Pickle—" 

"  Pickle !"  interrupted  Thompson  in  accents 
of  Furprise. 


p 
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'^  Yes,  our  mutual  friend  and  preceptor 
Peregrine  Fickle,  of  the  Inner  Templey 
Esquire,  Barrister  at  law,  and  of  the  Long- 
passage  river  boat  sailor  extraordinary.  No 
less  a  personage  than  Peregrine  Pickle,  not 
half  an  hour  ago  expressed  to  me  the  highest 
satisfaction  at  the  manner  in  which  you  dis- 
charged your  duties  in  court  this  very 
morning." 

^*  Is  it  possible  ?"  asked  Thompson ;  '^  is  it 
possible  that  Pickle  could  express  so  favorable 
an  opinion  of  my  miserable  efforts?" 

^^  Not  only  possible,  but  true,"  replied  Jad[. 
*'  Such  was  Pickle's  decided  opinion,  and  you 
yourself,  I  know,  consider  that  no  man  .gives  a 
safer  one— so  now  don't  attempt  to  intermpt 
me  till  Pve  done,  and  Til  try  to  repeat  as 
nearly  as  I  can,  and  in  his  own  words,  what 
he  actually  did  say.  He  said  he  never  heard 
more  sound  or  logical  arguments,  or  arguments 
more  to  the  purpose  than  those  you  employed 
— that  your  tone,  and  also  your  manner  was 
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exceediQgly  good,  and  after  some  other  expres- 
sions I  don't  exactly  recollect^  he  wound  up 
the  whole  by  saying,  that  if  you  didn't  rise  to 
the  top  of  the  tree  he  was  very  much  mistaken 
ia  his  man.  And,  I  dare  say,  he'd  have  told 
me  a  great  deal  more  if  I  had  remained  longer 
with  him;  but  I  tell  you  plainly  I  was  so 
elated  with  what  I  bad  already  heard,  that  I 
started  off  and  left  him  rather  abruptly  in 
order  to  offer  you  my  sincere  congratulations 
on  your  brilliant  prospects,  and  certainly  ex-^ 
pected  to  have  seen  you  in  a  very  different 
mood  from  what  I  now  find  you  in." 

A  double  knock  at  the  door — sharp,  bat  not 
Tery  loud — a  sort  of  confident  knock-  such  in 
fact  as  people  only  give  when  they  know  the 
business  they  come  upon  will  prove  agreeable 
to  the  parties  within— a  knock  of  this  preeise 
kind,  caused  Jack  to  pause  in  his  discourse, 
whilst  his  oompanion,  starting  up,  retreated 
towards  the  inner  apartment,  imploring    our 
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hero  to  get  rid  of»  or  at  snj  rate  not  to  admit, 
the  viritant  whoever  it  might  prove  to  be. 

<^  Stay,  old  fellow,  and  don't  be  inaoeesn- 
ble  to  70UF  clienta  at  the  very  outset  of  year 
practice/'  said  Jack.  ^<  There's  a  pleasing 
tone  in  the  sound  of  your  knocker  that  av^arB 
welL  Quite  different  I  assure  you  from  the 
jmllen  hollow  dun's  knock  that  reverberates  so 
discordantly  through  ones  ears.  I  say, 
Thompson,  I  should  like  to  see  what  manner 
of  person  this  is — ^ii's  a  pity  we  can*t  take  a  sly 
peep  through  the  key-hole  without  risk  of 
being  detected  in  the  fact  isn't  it  ?" 

^^  Rap,  rap,  rap,  rap,  rap !"  was  agun 
sounded,  and  a  little  louder  this  time  than 
before. 

*^  If  that  isn't  an  attorney,  or  the  deik 
of  one  with  a  brief  or  two  in  his  hands 
I'm  a  Dutchman,"  said  Jack,  *'  who  else  I 
should  like  to  know  would  knock  away  with 
such  confidence.    Do  you  bolt  off  into  your 
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room  as  you  proposed  for  a  minute  or  so,  just^ 
to  set  your  rigging  a  little  to  rights.  I'll 
Bianage,  never  fear  me^  to  amuse  the  knock- 
ing party,  be  he  whom  he  may,  till  you  arc 
ready  to  reeeive  him." 

**  No,  no,"  intreated  Thompson  most  im- 
ploringly, ''  I  am  not  now  in  &  fit  state  of 
mind  to  see  or  be  seen  by  any  one.  Make  any 
excuse  for  me  you  like — but  don't,  that's  a 
good  fellow,  compel  me  to  speak  to  any  body 
just  at  this  moment." 

^*  Trust  to  me  and  I'll  manage  it  all  right 
for  you,  or  never  trust  me  again,"  and  whilst 
his  friend  made  good  his  exit  into  his  bed- 
room, his  friend  proceeded  to  open  the  door 
of  the  chambers,  which  he  did  just  as  the 
party  outside  was  commencing  peal  the  third, 

Thompson  was  not  long  permitted  to  enjoy 
the  uninterrupted  privacy  of  his  bed-chamber, 
for  before  he  had. been  tbeve  two  minutes,  Jack 
burst  into  the  room  triumphantly  displaying 
several  folded  papers. 
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**  Here,  yon  hickj  dog  I"  he  ezohuiiied, 
^'  here's  a  bundle  of  briefs— Hsaaes — instnic- 
tioDs  for  pleadings,  and  all  sorts.  CSonfess  for 
once,  that  Fm  a  tme  prophet  and  no  Dntcbmaii. 
Don't  I  bring  positive  evidence,  for  here's 
your  name,  and  no  very  small  fees  either  as 
times  go,  endorsed  upon  every  one  of  there. 
From  Quick,  Bandom,  and  Shuffleton  too,  no 
insignificant  offices  to  deal  with.  I  say  old 
fellow,  what  d'ye  say  now  ?  Why,  you  were 
born  with  a  silver  spoon  in  your  mouth  aU  the 
time,  only  you'd  never  the  sense  to  find  it  out 
before.  But  there's  no  reason  for  all  that 
you  should  choke  yourself  with  attempting 
to  swallow  it.  But  come,  never  mind,  do 
sit  still  where  you  are  —  a  glass  of  wine's 
the  thing  you  want,  and  so  do  I  too;" 
added  he,  proceeding  to  the  outer  room, 
and  openitig  a  cupboard,  the  whereabouts  and 
the  usual  contents  6i  which,  he  was  perfectly 
conversant  with.  Yet  for  all  this,  he  was  much 
longer  than  might  have  been  expected  from  his 
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pretended  haste,  and  the  noise  and  bustle  ho 
made  in  taking  out  a  decanter  of  wine  and'a 
couple  of  glasses ;  as  all  these  things  were  in 
thdur  proper  places,  their  owner  piquing  himself 
upon  keeping  all  his  little  matters  of  this  kind 
in  apple-pie  order^  and  no  one,  excepting  himself, 
knowing  better  where  to  pat  his  hand  upon 
everything  than  Jack  did. 

But  the  true  state  of  the  case  was,  that  our 
hero  tbought  leaving  his  friend  a  minute  or 
two  alone  to  recover  himself^  would  do  him  far 
more  good  than  the  wine ;  but«  on  returning 
again  to  the  bed-room,  he  was  surprised  as  well 
as  alarmed  by  finding  Alfred  in  a  most  violent 
state  of  excitement.  His  whole  frame  was 
convulsed^  and  probably  very  serious  conse- 
quences might  have  resulted,  had  not  these  agi- 
tated feelings  found  vent,  as  they  happily 
soon  did  in  a  flood  of  tears ;  when  throwing 
himself  upon  his  bed,  and  burying  his  face  in 
the  pillow,  he  sobbed  aloud,  and  wept  like  a 
child. 
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Jack,  well-knowing  the  salutary  relief  these 
tears  would  afford,  thought  the  kindest,  as 
well  as  the  wisest  course  he  could  pursue^  would 
be  to  leave  Ms  late  fellow  student  a  little  to 
himself.  And  so  recommending  him  to  He 
quiet  where  he  was  till  he  found  himself  bet- 
ter, our  hero  repaired  to  the  outer  apartment, 
where,  sweeping  th^  remnants  of  the  gown 
and  the  ashes  of  the  wig  into  the  coal-bole, 
it  occurred  to  him,  whilst  thus  occupied,  that 
before  the  end  of  the  next  term,  he  should, 
probably,  require  both  those  articles  himself;  so 
he  told  Thompson  that  he  would  give  him  a 
hail  again  some  time  or  other  in  the. course  of 
the  day,  and  started  off  to  try  and  pro- 
cure them.  Little  more  than  half  an 
hour  had  elapsed  before  a  bran  new  wig  and 
gown,  (accompanied  with  a  note  from  Jack,  re- 
questing Thompson  as  a  particular  favor,  to 
wear  them  for  the  owner's  sake,  until  the  latter 
should,  himself,  require  their  services,)  were  left 
at  the  young  barrister's  chambers;  and  this, 
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coupled  with  an  invitation  to  dine  with 
our  hero  and  the  little  maj^r,  and  Mr.  Gabbing, 
(whom  he  had  chanced  to  fall  in  with)  at  the 
Gray's  Inn  Coffee  House,  in  half  an  hour's 
time. 

Both  requests  were  joyfully,  as  well  as  grate- 
folly  acceded  to. 


] 
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CHAPTER  X. 


A  MORNING  VISIT  AND  A  LITTLE  SOCIAL, 
CHAT  ABOUT  ABSENT  FRIBNDS  AND  ACQUAINT- 
ANCES. 


'*  Op  all  the  wretched,  doll,  and  stupid  morn- 
ings I  ever  endured,  I  do  declare  this  to  be  the 
worst  I"  exclaimed  Miss  Augusta  Dobson,  as, 
reclining  on  a  sofa  in  a  gaudily  furnished  apart- 
ment, vainly  attempting  to  find  amusement  in 
the  last  new  novel,  she  gave  still  further  ex- 
pression to  her  sentiments^  by  a  long  protracted 
yawn. 
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^'  But  why  do  you  call  to  day  dull,  Aagusta 
my  dear?''  asked  her  mama,  who,  seated  near 
her,  wat  engaged  about  some  kind  of  little 
trimming  work  that  takes  a  long  time  to  do,  and 
is  good  for  nothing  when  done. 

**  Why  ^ould  I  called  it  dull  ma,  do  you 
ask  ?**  rejoined  that  young  lady ;  "  why,  what 
have  we  here  now  to  enliyen  us?  No  balls  in 
prospect — scarcely  'a  person  left  in  the  town 
Where  they  can  all  be  gone,  I  can't  tell.  Why, 
we  have  not  even  a  dull,  prosy,  dinner  party  to 
look  forward  to— and  even  the  very  players 
have,  at  last,  left  us  in  disgust ;  and  besides  1. 

that-" 

Here  Miss  Augusta    paused    suddenly  —  I; 

checked  a  sigh  that  nearly  escaped  her,  and 
blushed  rather  deeply^  conscious  it  would  be 
unsafe  to  trust  her  tongue  with  expressions  of 
regret  for  the  next  loss,  und  that  the  deepest 
too  of  all,  she  was  about  to  have  enumerated. 

*^  And  besides  what  ?"  inquired  that  most 
impudent  young  ape.  Master  Ernest  Adolphus 
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Dobson;  who,  armed  with  pap^r 
was  trjiog  hia  utmost  to  caricature  sc 
and  acquaintance  of  hi#  family ;  bu 
the  attempt  was  ohviou&f  the  result 
ure.  The  figures  he  had  delineate' 
tainly  moat  grotesque  and  aitiguk 
living  Boul  could  have  discovered  m 
manner  of  persona  they  were  Intei 
present;  and  thus  merely  for  want^ 
ity  hia  malice  proved  harmleas, 

'*  I  say  Augusta^  what  was  the  1 
caused  you  to  stick  so  suddenly  in 
and  brought  the  rose  up  ^on  y 
cheeks?"' continued  the  youth.  *' 
^y^e^^  if  she  isn't  blushing  again ! 
it  Gusty^  dear^  do  tell  your  anxii 
who  wants  so  much  to  kno.v  ?*^ 

*^  Kothing  that  eonceroa  you«  p 
plied  Miss  Augusta  iu  an  angry  too 
hind  the  novel  in  which  she  had  soi 
as  a  cover  for  the  unbidden  blushes  i 
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ter  Ernest  Adolphus's  rude  questions  had  called 
forth. 

'*  Shall  we  make  a  few  calls  this  mornings 
dears  ?"  asked  the  mamma,  frowning  the 
saucy  youth  into  silence ;  whilst  she  addressed 
her  daughters.  '^  Don't  you  think  we  ought  tc 
Reginald?"  added  she,  addressing  her  soldier- 
son  ;  who,  seated  in  listless  idleness  in  an 
arm-chair  near  tite  fire  was  enduring  with- 
out a  murmur  the  pains  and  penalties  of  a 
pair  of  boots  far  too  tight  for  his  large  and 
ill-formed  feet  ;  but  which  he  was  regard- 
ing with  as  much  complacent  satisfaction,  as  if 
by  that  simple  act,  he  could  look  them  into 
symetrical  proportions.  "  And  what  do  you 
say,  Cleopatra,  dear  ?" 

"  Why,  I  don't  know  really  ma.  I  don't 
know  who  we  owe  a  single  visit  to,"  replied 
Miss  Cleopatra,  who,  enveloped  in  a  large 
shawl,  with  knees  and  chin  dose  together  was 
seated  on  a  low  ottoman  '  directly  before  the 
fire.    **  I  really  don't  know  what  to  say.    It's 
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BO  cold  out  of  doors,  and  my  tooth  is  now  pun- 
ing  me — indeed,  it  kept  me  awake  half  the 
night— I've  a  great  mind  to  have  it  out/* 

The  Dobson  family  had  all  of  them  bad 
teeth;  consequently,  they  all  suffered  very 
much  from  tooth-ache,  and  had  had  a  great 
many  teeth  taken  out,  and  we  believe  several, 
although  not  quite  so  many  put  in. 

<'  I  think  you  you'd  better  get  yourself  oat, 
and  let  your  tooth  stay  where  it  is,  and  not  sit 
stewing  all  day  over  the  fire,"  was  the  polite 
remark  of  Master  Ernest  Adolpbua. 

^  Ernest  Adolphus,  I  insist  upon  it  you  are 
less  rude  to  your  sisters,"  interposed  the  mamma, 
''  though  I  really  don't  see,"  she  added,  **  why 
Cleopatra,  and  you  Augusta,  should  sot  pay  a 
visit  or  two  with  me,  to  while  away  the  morn- 
ing—we shall  go  in  the  carriage  of  course.  If. 
we  have  a  carriage  and  livery  servuita,  we 
ought  surely  to  use  them,  if  it  be  but 
to  let  all  the  world  know  we  have  such 
things,  and  can  afford  to  do  the  thing  a  little 
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better  than  our  neighbours  :  otherwise,  I 
should  like  to  know,  what  is  the  use  of  being  at 
the  expense  of  keeping  an  equipage  at  all  ?" 

"  I  know  of  no  one  worth  the  trouble  of 
calling  upon,'^  said  Miss  Cleopatra. 

^^  Nor  ly"  said  Miss  Augusta. 

"  And  I'm  quite  sure  I  don't,"  observed  the 
elder  lister. 

'*  Now,"  remarked  Miss  Cleopatra  Dosbon 
"  if  Mrs.  Johnstone  was  here  instead  of  being 
put  to  prison  by  her  hopeful  son-in-law,  for  tbe 
money  he  says  she  borrowed  of  him,  but  which 
the  world  says  he  paid  her  to  make  her  daugh** 
ter  marry  him,  and  a  pretty  match  she  made  of 
it— a  silly,  good  for  nothing  creature  as  she 
turned  out— and  a  pretty  end  she  has  come  to— 
and  that  infamous  Mr.  Jack  Price,  I've  no  pa- 
tience with  him.  Yet  I  don't  wonder  at  any 
woman  running  away  from  that  horrid  Mr. 
White.  But  then,  I  wouldn't  have  had  him->- 
no  that  I  wouldn't^  if  he'd  asked  me— I  declare 
a  hundred  times  over  I  wouldn't — ^youmay 
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think  what  you  like,  I  don't  care.  In  fact,  Fire 
never  yet.  seen  the  man  I  would  have.  Dear 
me,  I'm.  sure  I  v^  onder  they  ever  get  any  one 
to  have  them  for  my  part.  They  are  such 
teazes,  and  quizzes,  and  so  tirescHue,  and  have 
so  many  whims — " 

^^  There  goes  Cie  again  I  Bunning  on  fall 
tilt  in  her  favorite  strain,"  observed  her  eldest 
sister,  who,  we  ought  to  remind  our  readers, 
is  the  Mies  Dobson  who  was  distinguishable 
from  her  tall,  raw-boned  sisters,  by  being  the 
short,  crooked  one ;  and  uniting  also  in  her 
own  proper  person,  ill-looks,  ill-health,  and 
ill- temper,  she  assumed,  upon  the  strength  of 
these  combined  qualifications,  a  license  to  say 
ill-natured  and  bitter  things  of,  and  to  every 
one.  ^'  These  goes  Cle  again.  Listen  to 
Cle,'*  she  continued,  in  her  shrill,  cracked 
yoice.  '*  Be  the  subject  what  it  may  she 
commences  with,  she  rambles  about  before  she 
says  a  dozen  words  in  such  a  way,  that  Til 
defy  any  one  to  comprehend  what  she's  talk- 
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log  about,  till,  as  she's  sure  soon  to  do,  she 
drops  into  her  favorite  topic,  matrimony ;  and 
then  her  meaning  's  evident  enough  to  the 
weakest  understanding.  You  are  a  benevo- 
lent creature,  Cle.  A  far  greater  lover  of 
mankind  than  you  would  have  the  world  give 
you  credit  for-'* 

*' I  think  you  are  rather  hard  upon  your  sister," 
eaid  Mrs.  Dobson,  gravely. 

^'  Am  I  ?  Dear  me,  I  am  sorry  I  should 
have  pained  her  so  much  as  I  see  I've  done," 
said  Miss  Dobsoo,  in  an  assumed  tone. of  soft- 
ness, which  she  always  put  on  when  she  saw 
her  ill-natured  comments  had  produced  their 
intended  effect,  in  order  to  show  that  she  knew 
the  blow  was  felt.  '^  What  were  you  going 
to  say  about  Mrs.  Johnstone  Cle,  dear  ?" 
she  continued,  in  a  tone  that  sounded  like 
mildness  itself. 

"  AVhat  Cleopatra  intended  to  say,"  interr 
posed  Mrs.  Dobson,  who  saw  that  the  party 
addressed  was  too  much  vexed  to  reply  calmly, 
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^'  What  she  intended  to  say  was,  that  Mn: 
Johnstone,  had  she  been  still  visitable,  migbt 
have  helped  us  to  pass  away  a  little  of  a  fery 
doll  morning,  by  supplying  us  with  a  some 
of  her  tittle-tattle ;  only  that,  unfortuDately, 
as  it  has  turned  out,  she  happens  to  be  in 
the  King's  Bench --or  rather,  I  should  say, 
in  some  bench  or  other  in  the  county  gaol 
at  least  twelve  miles  off>  which  is  rather  a 
longer  distance  than  I  should,  under  more 
agreeable  circumstances,  be  inclined  to  drive 
to  and  back  again  before  dinner ;  and  certsunly, 
such  a  journey,  with  a  prison  in  prospect  at 
the  end,  has  nothing  in  it  sufficiently  enliven- 
ing to  tempt  me  abroad  this  morning.*' 

'*  And  I  don't  suppose  we  should  find  the 
prisoner  in  a  very  enlivening  mood  either  when 
we  got  there,"  remarked  Miss  Augusta,  looking 
up  from  her  book,  which  certainly  failed  to 
absorb  much  of  her  attention.  ^*I  think** 
continued  that  young  lady,  **  we  may  safely 
v^ture  to  eaj  a  stopper  has  been  put  upon  all 


THE  THBEE    STUDENTS.  167 

her  enlivening  chit-chat  for  the  time  to  come— 
She  has  vexed  me  more  than  once  with  her 
impertinence — actually  quizzing  me  to  my  face 
as  well  as  laughing  at  and  abusing  me,  us  I 
know  she  has  done,  behind  my  back  ;  I  for^my 
pert  say,  and  say  it  with  all  my  heart  too,  Vm 
very  glad  she  is  where  she  is— It  serves  her 
perfectly  right." 

*' And  yet  no  one  seemed  better  pleased  with 
her  society  than  yourself,"  replied  Mrs.  Dobson, 
"Why  latterly,  that  is,  until  her  daughter  ran 
away  from  her  husband  and  threw  her  under  a 
cloud,  there  was  scarcely  a  day  you  were  not 
in  her  comjiany." 

•*rilown"  said  Miss  Augusta,  "she  was 
very  amusing;  that  is,  after  she  got  her 
daughter  married— before  that  she  was  always 
on  her  P's  and  Q's,  as  H  fearful  of  giving  any 
offence  that  might  tend  to  impede  her  poor  dear 
.Charlotte's  promotion." 

*' But  then,"  rejoined  Mrs.  Dobson,  "when 
she  had  provided  for  her  two  daughters,  as  she 
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fleemed  to  think  Ae  had  done,  by  getting  the 
one  richly  married,  the  other  decently  Imried, 
and  supposed  herself  independent  of  everj 
body,  how  boldly  she  hoisted  hertnie  eoloors- 
Scarcely  any  change  is  more  marked,  than  that 
which  the  idea  of  independence  stamps  upon 
individual  character— the  change  from  a  grab 
to  a  butterfly  isnothingln  comparison  tolt.  And 
when  it  was  so  with  Mrs.  Johnstone  under  the 
impression— erroneous  though  it  proved— that 
she  was  become  independent  of  the  world.  Not 
caring  then  whom  she  pleased  nor  who  she  of- 
fended, she  threw  aside  her  assumed  cringing, 
fawning  manner,  and  gave  full  scope  to  her 
humour;  quizzed  peopleas  well  before  their  faces 
as  behind  their  backs,  blinding  their  eyes  with 
her  flattery,  whilst  she  openly  exposed  their 
foibles.  Then  how  admirable  the  style 
in  which  she  could  turn  her  absent  friends  into 
ridicule,  nobody  was  ever  like  her  there.  Now, 
I  confess,  I  don't  for  my  part  see  anything 
either  very  gratifying  or  amusing  in  down-right 
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cross  and  biting  slander,  like  that  of  Miss 
Gregson,  Mrs.  Hopkins,  or  Miss  Ljdia  Grimes, 
— ^in  fact,  their  ill-natured  remarks  are  mere 
matters  of  dry  detail,  tending  rather  to  depress 
than  enliven  one;  but  Mrs.  Johnstone  possessed 
racy  humour  with  her  tittle  tattle,  that  never 
failed  to  put  me  in  spirits— I  never  saw  her 
equal  before,  and  suppose  I  never  shall  again  ?" 

''  I  wonder  if  ever  she'll  be  let  out  of  prison  ?" 
inquired  Miss  Cleopatra.  "  It  must  be  very 
tiresome  to  be  locked  up  in  one,  I  should 
think." 

**  Oh  I  a  hawhed  l^ore  I"  remarked  the  young 
soldier,  quite  alarmed  at  the  bare  idea  of  such 
captivity. 

^'Whether  she  ever  gets  out  again  or  not," 
said  the  eldest  Miss  Dobson,  '^  can  make  very 
little  difference  to  us ;  as  in  prison,  or  out  of 
prison,  no  one  could  now  think  of  continuing 
her  acquaintance." 

"  Certainly  not,**  said  the  mamma,  in  a  firm 

tone. 

VOI-.  ni  I 
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*0f  coQrae  not,"  responded  all 

**  It   would   be  such  a  bore,"  ob 
Reginald  Dobson. 

Notljing  more  being  said  about  tl 

morning  visits,  the  project  was  dn 

Mr:?,  Dobson  leaving  the  room,  a  si 

en  sued  J  duriEi^  which  Miss  Augusti 

sorted    to    hi;r   book,    vainly    porinj 

contents  in  search  of  that  amusemeB 

was  never  destined  to  afford  her.     Il 

an    uninteresting    one,  or  unadapt 

taste,  for  she  soon  pronounced  it,  ** 

thnt   she   had  not  sufficient  patiem 

another  word  of  it.     **  Nothing  in 

1  can  see,"  said   the  reclining  criti 

catalogue  of  worthy  persons.   Not  a 

in  it  sufficient  to  excite  one's  imag 

the  slightest  degree — not  a  single  i 

coreimittcd,   attempted,  or  even  sui 

milk  and  water  hero   too— a   kind 

volent  young  man,  who  says  his  pi 
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goes  regularly  to  church »  and  calls  and  sees. 
sick  old  women,  and  listens  to  all  they  have 
to  say  to  him,  and  sends  them  all  tea  and 
gniel  at  his  own  expense— Give  me"  continued 
Miss  Augusta,  ^give  me  for  a  hero  a  very 
ditferent  character— a  thorough  misanthrope 
that  frowns  upon  the  world,  despising  every* 
thing  and  hating  everybody- cruel  and  relent* 
less  to  all  but  one— and  to  that  one,  soft  and 
gentle  as  the  breathing  zephyr." 

"And  that  one,  Miss  Augusta  Dobson,  of 
course,"  observed  Master  Ernest  Adolphus. 

'*  I  think  you  are  exceedingly  impertinent 
in  your  remarks,  sirrah/'  said  Miss  Augusta ; 
'^  but  I  can  hardly  expect  to  meet  with  good 
manners  from  a  child  of  your  age— Boys  will  be 
boys,  and  are  always  too  apt  to  presume  and  be 
saucy,  and  take  liberties  with  us,  unless  we 
take  care  to  check  them." 

•*Like   Cornet   Hollyhock  of  the   Blues," 
retorted  the  saucy  youth. 

This  comparison  was  exceedingly  offensive 
I  3 
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to  the  ears  of  the  party  to  whom  it  was  ad_ 
dressed;  for  it  so  chanced  that  a  few  days 
previoiisly  this  young  gentleman  being  mach 
nearer  than  the  persons  principally  concerned 
were  aware  of,  had  detected  the  incipient  hone 
guardsman — a  tall  hobbledehoy  just  budding 
into  gooseberry  beardism— in  the  act  of  ob- 
taining a  sly  kiss  from  Miss  Augusta  Dobson ; 
and  it  was  the  event  of  this  juvenile  soldier 
being  for  the  first  time  called  upon  to  join  his 
regiment  at  head  quarters,  for  which  he  had 
departed  by  that  morning's  mail,  that  made 
every  thing  assume  so  jaundiced  an  aspect  in 
the  eyes  of  the  forlorn  one  he  had  thus 

« left  in  tears  behind." 

Irritated  therefore  at  Master  Ernest  Adolphus's 
ill-timed  remarks,  she  threw  the  book  she  had 
been  trying  to  read  at  his  head«  but  missing 
her  aim — ^as  ladies  generally  do  when  they 
hurl    missiles    at    the     heads    of    oflfonding 
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parties — and  her  wrath  being  still  unappeased, 
she  jumped  off  the  sofa,  and  with  cheeks 
glowing  with  rage  gave  chase  to  Master 
Ernest  Adolphus  with  the  sisterly  intent  of 
boxing  his  ears  soundly  whenever  she 
caught  him.  But  here  was  the  difficulty; 
for  the  saucy  fugitive  proved  as  active 
as  he  was  impudent,  constantly  .evading 
his  pursuer  by  skipping  nimbly  round  the 
tables,  throwing  chairs  and  footstools  in  her 
way  that  she  might  tumble  over  them,  and 
practising  sundry  other  tricks  and  dodges,  so 
that  his  eventual  capture  became  extremely 
problematical,  had  not  the  chase  been  inter- 
rupted, as  it  was,  by  the  announcement  of  Miss 
Gregson,  and  her  niece  Miss  Eliza  Watson ; 
whom  the  young  gentleman  cunningly  con- 
triving to  slip  behind  as  they  entered,  by  that 
means  succeeded  in  making  good  his  retreat ; 
whilst  his  offended  sister,  heated  with  anger 
as  well  as  with  the  strong  exertion  she  had 
been  using,  retired  wiping  her  face  with  her 
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pocket  handkei" chief  to  the  further  ei 
roonij  where,  before  a  small  mirro 
aid  of  a  ihake  of  the  head  and  aide  i 
nianagedf  after  a  manner^  to  arrang 
heTclled  locks,  during  the  time  the 
of  the  miters  was  diverted  into  aa 
rectioiij  by  her  two  slfitera  and  Mr. 
Dobson,  advancing  to  greet  them 
usual  complimentary  preliminaries  : 
to  a  morning  visit.  But  the  effect 
stew  M\bs  Augusta  had  worked  ai 
herself  into  were  not  eo  readily  subc 
she  managed  to  laugh  off  the  affair  as 
by  a  romping  frolic^  inttesd  of  i 
chase;  and  @o  far  she  aG<^ounted  for  b 
appearance  in  the  most  satisfactor] 
the  circumstancea  of  the  case  wouk 
admit  of> 

*'  Oh  1  my  dear  Miss  Ofegaon,  i 
Mm  Eliza^  I  really  am  so  deligbtc 
you,"  said  Mrs.  Dobaon*  re-entering  1 
replete  with  gracious  smiles.    **  It's  q 
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to  eome  out  this  really  cold  day,  and  walking 
too^-^bnt  there  I  don't  know  but  the  exercise 
would  be  better  thnn  sitting  still  in  a  close 
earriage*  as  we  too  often  do  I  really  believe. 
In  faet,  I've  been  trying  all  the  morning  to 
persuade  my  laay  girls  to  take  a  ride  out  on 
horseback." 

Between  ourselves  this  was  untrue,  Mrs. 
Dobfion  having  used  no  persuasion  of  the  kind, 
nor  in  any  way  alluded  to  the  subject. 

*^  It  is  really  of  no  use,"  continued  that 
lady,  '*  to  buy  fine  horses  for  my  girls  if  they 
don't  care  to  ride  them;  and  yet,  wiU  you 
believe  me  when  I  tell  you,  they  seem  to 
think  no  more  of  them- than  if  they  only  cost 
fifty  or  sixty  guineas  a  piece.''  (If  they  had 
thought  so  it  would  have  been  more  than  twice 
the  value  of  the  best  of  them,  and  three  Umes 
more  than  they  were  purchased  for.)  *'  Well, 
girls,  all  I  can  say  is,  that  you  must  every 
one  of  you  marry  men  of  fortune,  and  soon 
too ;  or,  I  do  declare  you'll  ruin  me  with  your 
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high  aud  expeneive  DOtioos,  Oni; 
two  BiQce,  I  was  about  to  say»  Miss 
repeated  Mrs,  Dobson,  in  order 
that  lady's  atteDtion  wMcb  seemed 
wander  elsewhere-  '*  It  was  only 
two  amce,  I  was  about  to  aay,  that 
lost  a  real  Brussels  laoe  veil  that 
than  a  hundred  guineas  !*'  ^' Ob  fie, 
iout  you  know  you  are  telling  fibs 
every  body,  thougb  nobody  said  ao, 
uninterrupted,  she  continued, 

"  Ah !  I  see.  Miss  Eliza,  you  ar< 
that  ottoman.  Isn't  it  a  love? 
only  two  such  in  the  kingdom; 
belongs  to  the  Duke  of  OssuUod, 
lord  duke  very  mueh  wished  to  hav 
and  hinted  to  Dobson  in  very  plai 
make  him  a  present  of  it ;  but  Dobso 
to  put  him  off  yery  cleverlyt  *  I  telJ 
Duke,'  said  Dobson,  *  two  suns  car 
the  same  time  in  the  same  hernia 
two  such  oltomana  are  too  much  d 
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room  ;•  and  so  the  Duke  very  good  naturedly 
laughed  the  matter  off,  and  we  retained  our 
ottoman.     A  good  idea  wasnH  it  ?" 

^*  What  a  thumper/'  thought  all  the  rest  of 
the  DobsonSy  although  of  course  none  of  them 
said  so.  Miss  Gregson's  mind  had  however 
been  occupied  with  anything  but  the  various 
subjects  Mrs.  Dobson  had  addressed  to  her ;  yet 
finding  a  question  had  been  put  to  her  it  was 
expected  she  would  politely  answer  in  the  af- 
firmativCy  she  did  so  by  replying,  "  certainly  ;" 
but  this  she  did  with  an  absent  air;  at  the 
same  time  permitting  something  like  a  sigh  to 
escape  her,  whilst  she  assumed  a  solemn  and 
mysterious  aspect,  as  if  overcharged  with 
mighty  secrets  that  were  bursting  to  be  told. 

*^  Come,  Miss  Qregson,  we  expect  you  to 
furnish  us  with  a  little  news  this  morning," 
said  Miss  Cleopatra  Dobson,  desirous  of  di- 
verting her  parent's  lofty  flights,  as  well  as 
curious  to  hear  what  slanderous  tale  it  might 
I   5 
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be  the  ill-natured  old  maid  seemed^  i 
to  communicate,  ^*  Do  tell  d8  f 
that*s  a  dear,  good-natured  creature, 
we've  nothing  that  I  know  of  to  t 
so  we  must  look  to  you  to  furnidb  i 
the  materials  for  converaatioo," 

''  T  should  think,"  observed  Misi 
in  a  tone  of  spiteful  gravity,  "  I  sh 
that  the  ftineral  which  took  place  yest 
the  scene  that  occurred  at  it,  oq 
affbrded  a  topic  of  conversation 
time  to  come." 

''  Ah  I  we  were  not  there  unfortu 
any  rate  we  didn^t  arrive  in  time 
the  scene— do  tell  us  all  about  it," 
Augusta. 

"  There's  a  great  deal  more  to  be 
I  know — there's  a  great  deal  more 
one  has  yet  seen^''  observed  the  < 
nodding  her  head  at  intervals  to  giv( 
mysterious  import  to  her  words*  **  B 
declare  im  Mrs^  BlenkinBop  Hopkias.'' 
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**  How  d'ye  do^  Mrs.  Hopkins?''  said  every 
one,  addressing  a  sharp-faced,  shriyelled  old 
woman^  with  piercing  little  dark  eyes  and  a 
pinched  up  month,  that  now  joined  the  party, 
who  being  duly  inducted  into  the  chair  a  foot- 
man had  placed  for  her.  Miss  Gregson  again 
proceeded. 

*'  I  tell  you  there's  a  great  deal  more  to  be 
told  than  we  any  of  us  yet  know.  My  dear 
Mrs,  Hopkins,"  added  she,  turning  towards 
and  addressing  the  last  visiter ;  '^  my  friends 
here  hare  been  asking  me  to  tell  them  what 
took  place  at  the  funeral  of  that  unhappy  lost 
creature.  I  tell  them  there's  a  great  deol  more 
to  be  told  than  we  any  of  us  know  I'^ 

And  Miss  Gregson  concluded  with  a  nod  of 
still  graver  import  than  any  that  had  pre- 
ceded it. 

''  There  is  much  that  I  trust  will  some  day 
be  brought  to  light,"  said  Mrs.  Hopkins, 
gravely  screwing  up  her  mouth.  "  There 
ought  to  be  an  inquest  on  the  body." 
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''Bat   there  was  an  inquest.  Ma'am,"  ob- 
served Miss  Eliza  Watson,  timidly. 

'^  An  inquest  child !"  observed  Miss  Greg- 
son,  contemptuously.     ''  An  inquest  forsooth, 
and  what  sort  of  an  inquest  I  should  like  to 
know.      The    coroner,  Mr.    Laygent,  young 
Price's  intimate  friend,  and  as  for  the  jury,  as 
I  was  saying,  a  few  small  tradesmen  and  poor 
dependents  on  the  family,  all  of  course  packed 
for  the  occasion  and  duly  instructed,  aye,  and 
made  perfect  in  their  lessons  too,  before  any 
one  of  them  were  summoned — ^and  a  pretty 
verdict  they  found.     Natural  death  from  in- 
flammation of   the  lungs  accelerated  by  ex- 
posure  to    the   inclemency    of  the  weather. 
And  pray  who  exposed  her  to  the  weather? 
That's  what  I  should  like  to  be  told.     I  should 
like  to  know  who  it  was  that  turned  her  out 
of  the  house  at  midnight  from  the  wretched 
garret  in  the  roof,  where  he  had  kept  her  for 
months  uppn  nothing  but  bread  and  water." 
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''  It  couldn't  be  months,  aunt/'   interposed  - 

the  niece. 

"  Well-  weeks  then,"  rejoined  the  aunt ;  "  I 
say  kept  her  for  weeks^  and  beiog  then  sick 
and  tired  of  her,  as  the  gentlemen  always  get  of 
such  women,  he  turned  her  out  of  doors  at 
twelve  o'clock  at  night — and  that    night  the  \ 

most  tempestuous  that  was  ever  known. 
Musn't  he  have  known  what  the  consequence 
would  be?" 

^'  But  is  all  this  really  true  ?"  asked  Miss 
Augusta ;  '*  the  account  we  heard  was  quite 
different ;  but  1  like  yours  the  best  I  must  say. 
Isn't  it  a  pity?"  continued  that  young  lady,  i 

^'  that  Mr^  Price  is  so  young  a  man? 
Only  think — wouldn't  he  otherwise  have  made 
an  excellent  wicked  baron  for  a  romance;  but 
it  seems  they  never  grow  wicked  under  forty. 
I  fear  too,  my  dear  Miss  Gregson^  that  the 
account  you  have  heard  has  too  much  the  air 
of  romance  in  it  to  be  the  true  one  after  all." 

''  True  I  and  why  shouldn't   it  be  true  ?** 
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aaked  Mbs  Gregson,  *'  To  be  eure 
Bome  who  saj  ehe  threw  herself  off  I 
meets  in  trjing  to  get  away  from  hk 
*'  That  rU  nerer  bdieve/*  Baid  M 
*^  bat  in  a  tone  so  tow  thai  do  one  h 
whikt  ft  conscious  glow  tluit  carae 
cheeke,  hinted  to  her  the  impropriety 
an  ftctiTe  part  in  the  kind  of  convers 
was  going  on  in  the  presence  of  a  ji 
tleman  like  Mr.  Begiiiald  Dobaon. 
therefore  of  hiding  her  confueion,  she 
approaching  the  window,  pretended 
gaged  in  closely  examining  some  exo 
there.  As  for  the  rest  of  the  female  p; 
considered  Mr.  Kcginald  Dobeon,  sens 
as  he  was,  because  a  very  silly  oo 
same  light  as  if  he  were  merely  an  ol 
or  at  any  rate  in  a  kind  of  neutral 
and  so  continued  their  remark^^  wh< 
straiaed  by  his  presence*  Many  m 
similar  privileges  irom  precisely 
opinioziB  being  entertained  of  them. 


THE  THBSE  STUDENTS.  183 

«  But  is  it  really  the  case  that  she  jumped 
from  off  the  top  of  the  house?"  inquired Mr& 
Dobson. 

'^  Whjj  as  to  her  actually  jumping  off,"  an« 
swered  the  ancient  spinster,  <'  there  is  some 
doubt  about  that.  Indeed  some  have  been 
hold  enough  to  hint — but  I  say  nothing/'  and 
the  old  maid  supplied  what  she  didn't  say 
with  a  low  and  indistinct  hum,  accompanied 
by  three  or  four  yery  significant  nods  of  the 
head. 

*^  No,  no,  I  can't  think  Mr.  Price  so  bad  as 
all  that  either/'  said  Miss  Cleopatra,  to  which 
all  the  Dobson  family  assented;  but  Miss 
Gregson  remained  silent,  and  gravely  shook 
her  head,  whilst  Mrs.  Hopkins  remarked  that 
she  feared  Miss  Gregson  must  have  received  a 
wrong  account  of  the  whole  affair.  **  It  isn't 
at  all  the  same  kind  of  story  as  I've  heard," 
added  Mrs.  Hopkins,  ''and  I  am  certain  mine 
is  correct  in  every  point^I  received  it  from 
undoubted  authority." 
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**  Then  let  us  hear  what  jour  account  is  ?'' 
demanded  Mrs.  Dobson. 

''  Oh !  do/'  said  Miss  Cleopatra,  leaving  her 
lowly  seat,  and  placing  a  chair  near  to  Mrs. 
Hopkins  lest  a  word  of  her  version  of  the  tale, 
which  Miss  Cleopatra  trusted,  whether  true 
or  false,  might  be  a  new  one — should  be  lost. 

^*  What  I  am  going  to  say,"  resumed  Mn. 
Hopkins,  **  and  which,  as  I  said  before,  I  re- 
ceived from  undoubted  authority,  is,  that  this 
Mr.  Price,  with  the  connivance  of  the  Mar- 
quess of  Baddington,  who  we  all  know  to  be 
one  of  the  wildest  young  men  about  town. 
These  two  between  them ,  carried,  ofi  Mrs. 
White  by  night  in  Lord  Baddington's  ship ; 
and  this  ship  carried  her  to  some  retired  castle 
either  in  Wales  or  Ireland,  though  some  say 
Devonshire,  .  where  they  soon  both  of  them 
getting  weary  of  her  turned  her  off.  It  is 
reported  indeed  that  Mr.  Price  sold  her,  or 
handed   her  over  in  some  way  or  other  to 
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the  Marquess,  and    left    her    behind    there 
with  him ;  but  that  the  lady  wouldn't  stand." 

**  Don't  call  her  a  lady,  I  beg,"  interrupted 
the  crooked  Miss  Dobson. 

"  Well  then/'  resumed  Mrs.  Hopkins,  '*we 
will  call  her  what  you  suppose  her  to  be ;  and  so 
as  I  was  about  to  say,  she  followed  Mr.  Price 
home  to  his  own  house  on  foot  all  the  way 
but  being  ashamed  to  knock  and  inquire  for 
him  whilst  any  of  the  family  were  up,  she 
concealed  herself  near  the  house,  hoping  to  see 
him  either  going  in  oi  coming  out,  until  a  wet 
night  coming  on  instead  of  her  paramour,  and 
having  nothing  to  eat,  and  little  to  cover  her, 
and  no  where  to  go  to  before  morning,  she 
was  in  the  meantime  found  dead  of  cold  and 
starvation  at  the  threshold  of  her  seducer's 
door  I" 

''But  how?"  inquired  Mr.  Dobson,  <<  can 
either  of  the  accounts  we  have  just  heard  be 
true  ?  It  is  quite  certain  from  what  we  have 
heard,  that  it  was  in  Mr.  Price's  chambers  in 
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town  that  Mrs.  White  was  hidden  away,  ti& 
he  thought  proper  to  leave  her  there  beUad 
him.  This,  at  any  rate,  is  what  we  hare 
heard  and  know  to  be  trne.  ReginaMyny 
dear,  don't  you  see  you're  entai^led  your 
spurs,  and  have  I  declare  actually  made  a  kok 
with  them  in  Cleopatra's  cadimere  shawl 
which  cost  five  hundred  guineas  in  the 
country  I" 

*^  How  do  you  know  it  to  be  true  Y"  in- 
quired Miss  Gregson,  before  Mrs.  Dobson  had 
in  fact  concluded  her  observation  upon  the 
value  of  the  shawl." 

^'Kttow  that  the  shawl  oost  five  hundred 
guineas  I"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Dobson  in  angry 
amazement 

^'What  shawl?"  asked  Miss  Qregaon,  who 
was  most  obstinately  deaf  to  Mrs.  Dobaon's 
remarks  whenever  she  alluded  to  the  high 
cost  price  of  the  various  articles  possessed  and 
enjoyed  by  the  Dobson  family.  *^  I  said 
nothing  about  any  shawl  that  I'm  aware  of," 
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coDtinued  the  aacient  ispinster.  *'The  ques- 
tion I  asked  was>  how  you  could  prove  the 
versioii  you  heard  to  be  the  true  story,  any 
more  than  those  which  Mrs.  Hopkins  and 
myself  heard,  thoogh  I  must  confess  there  are 
some  minor  points  upon  which  our  two  stories 
do  not  en^ely  correspond."' 

*'  I  know  from  what  the  coachman  who 
drove  her  down  from  London  swore  at  the 
inquest,"  answered  Mrs.  Dobson,  ''and  he 
stated  most  distinctly  that  it  was  London  at 
any  rate  she  came  last  from;  whilst  from 
what  the  maid««ervant,  belonging  to  the  house 
where  Mrs.  Johnstone  used  to  lodge  said,  it 
could  never  be  true  that  Mrs.  White  broke 
her  neck  by  jumping  off  the  house  top,  as  this 
maid  saw  her  alive  and  out  of  doors  at  perfect 
liberty  on  the  very  same  evening  it  is  said  to 
have  happened/' 

''And  what  I  should  like  to  know  could 
be  easier  than  to  bribe  all  these  people  to  say 
or   swear    anything,"    said    Mrs.    Hopkins. 
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**  Are  not  such  things  done  every  day.  Is  not 
this  rery  coachman  all  hand  and  glove  with 
Mr.  Jack  Pricei  sitting  nde  by  side  with  him 
oontinnally  on  his  coach  box,  and  receiving  his 
half-croif  ns,  and  perhaps  even  more,  efeiy 
time  he  trusts  him  with  the  reins.  And  theo 
as  for  the  maid-servant — and  a  good  looking 
maid-servant  too  as  I  understood." 

<'  She  is  good  looking,"  observed  Mrs. 
Dobson. 

**  Then,  as  I  was  going  to  remark,"  coo- 
tinued  Mrs.  Hopkins,  *'  what  difficulty  I 
should  like  to  know  would  a  young  man  like 
Mr.  Price  find  in  talking  her  over  to  answer 
any  purposes  he  might  require.  Don't  you 
think  so.  Miss  Gr^son  ?" 

The  person  addressed  nodded  a  podtive 
assent. 

*^  I  don't  think  Pwice  could  have  taken 
Mrs.  White  to  town  at  any  wate,"  observed 
Mr.  Reginald  Dobson,  <<  and  I  don't  well  see 
how  he  could  have  taken  her  any  wheyawe 
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else,  as  he  spent  a  gweet  deal  of  time  with 
myself  and  Baddington,  whilst  We  were  down 
together  in  Cawnwall,  and  I  weft  him  the  yawe 
with  Baddington  when  I  was  obweeged  to 
come  away.  Funny  fellow  is  Baddington — 
good  mind  to  white  to  him,  to  ask  him  all 
about  it;  but  wheelly  whiting's  such  a  bore.'' 
^'  Writing !  what  I  should  like  to  know 
would  be  the  use  of  your  writing  for  the  pro- 
bability of  any  truth  you'd  be  likely  to  get 
in  reply?"  asked  Miss  Dobson.  '^  Don't  you 
suppose  that  the  Marquess  and  Jack  Price 
being  partners  in  the  plot  know  how  to 
manage  their  matters  without  letting  you 
into  the  secrets.  How  do  you  know  she 
wasn't  down  there  all  the  time,  and  only  kept 
out  of  sight — or  if  she  wasn't  down  there, 
what  could  be  easier  than  for  the  Marquess 
of  Baddington  who  all  the  world  know  is  so 
fond  of  stage-coach  driving — what  I  would 
ask  could  be  easier  than  for  him  to  drive  up 
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bk  friend  to    towo,  and  down   s 
it^B  a  8ort  of  thmgtliejM  make  n 

**  If  you  saw  the  wcwida  jou  \ 
ao/'  observed  Mn  Reginald. 

*'  What  8ort  of  roads  are  th< 
flhouW  be  BO  diff^reat  from  thi 
pUoee?"  aaked  the  elder  sieter, 

"  Oh,  don't  aek  me,"  aoaweref 
**  It's  such  a  bore  only  to  think  o 

"  Well    all    I    can    ^ay,"     oh 
Gregeon,    "  i^,  that   Mn    Price 
very  in  famously  ^  and  Mfi.  Whi 
She  certainly  deBervee    no  pity. 
no  excuse  for  her — none.*' 

And  the  last  word  Miss  Greg 
in  a  firm  ti^ne,  whidi  wa«  resp 
Doda  and  a  hum  of  acquieioeiice 
rest  of  the  females,  except  Mias  li 


♦  Thk  wm  upwards  of  twenty  y« 
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who  was  looking  into  a  small  volume  she  had 
just  taken  up,  and  therefore  of  course  had  not 
heard  anything  of  the  previous  conversation. 

''Fow  my  pawt  I  don't  think  Pwioe  had 
anything  to  do  in  it/'  again  interposed  Mr. 
Reginald. 

^^  Nothing  to  do  in  it  I  I'm  surprised  at 
you,  Reginald/'  said  Miss  Augusta.  *^  How 
can  you  be  so  ridiculous  ?" 

"There's  nothing  wediculous  in  not  be- 
weiving  what  we  know  can't  be  twoo,"  retorted 
Mr.  Reginald. 

"  Then  you  should  have  seen  him,  shouldn't 
he,  Cole?"  resumed  Miss  Augusta;  ^*  he 
should  have  seen  him  as  we  did  tearing  wildly 
up  the  street  yesterday.  Didn't  he  look  like 
a  guilty  man  that's  all.  And  then  afterwards 
to  attempt  to  murder  old  Thomas  the  servant 
ia  the  street  lest  he  should  divulge  the  secret, 
what  do  you  say  to  that?" 

The  cornet  not  being  blessed  with  the  bump 
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of  ideality,  didn't  know  what  to  say,  and  so 
was  silenced. 

^*  His  being  abroad  at  all  on  that  day,  and 
bis  violence  to  the  man-servant  are  two  things 
I  can't  comprehend,  and  never  oonld,"  said 
Mrs.  Dobson. 

**  His  conduct  was  as  strange  as  it  was  in- 
decent/' remarked  Miss  Dobson. 

*'I  wonder  he  wasn't  pelted/'  svd  AGss 
Gregson. 

*^  I  wished  he  had  been,"  remarked  Miss 
Dobson. 

'^  It  would  have  served  him  perfectly  right,^ 
said  Mrs.  Hopkins." 
**  What  a  bore  I"  remarked  the  Comet 
"  And  Mrs.  Price  too,  a  proud  old  creature 
like  her — for  her  of  all  people  to  take  the 
body  into  her  house,  and  bury  it  with 
as  much  decent  pomp  as  if  she'd  been  a  near 
relation  of  good  character^-and  Doctor  Man- 
gles, he  of  all  people  to  attend  the  funeral,  I 
am  really  quite  ashamed  of  him. 
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''It  was  very  wrong  in  the  doctor,  I  admit/' 
said  Mifls  Gregson,  grately. 

*^Bat  what  do  yoa  say  to  Mr«  White's 
sense  of  decency?"  said  Miss  Dobson»  whose 
anger  being  roused  was  determined  to  let 
fly  right  and  left  in  real  earnest,  and  to  spare 
no  one^^'what  do  you  say  to  Mr.  White's 
sense  of  deoency-^riving  about  his  niece, 
decked  out  in  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow, 
every  day  before  the  door  of  the  house  in 
which  he  knew  his  wife  was  lying  a  corpse,  and 
himself  so  drunk  half  the  time,  that  he  could 
hardly  keep  his  seat  upon  his  coaoh-boz*-"  here 
Miss  Dobson  was  compelled  to  stop,  for  her 
virtuous  indignation  had  run  her  quite  out  of 
breath/' 

'^  Are  you  quite  sure  the  person  you  have 
been  alluding  to  is  Mr.  White's  niece?"  de- 
manded Mrs.  Hopkins,  iu  a  peculiar  tone  of 
inquiry  there  was  no  mistaking. 

**Why  yes;  why  should'nt  she  be?"  said 
VOL.  ui         K 
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Mrs.  Dobson,  heaitatingly,  "Mr.  White  cer- 
tainly introduced  her  to  as  as  sach,  when  Mr. 
Dubspn  aad  I  called  last  at  Eagle  Castle^  and 
unexpectedly  found  her  there— indeed,  Dobson 
Mas  very  much  taken  with  her,  and  would  have 
had  the  girls  call  upon  her,  only  Mrs.  White 
having  being  picked  up  dead  in  the  streets 
early  on  the  following  day— of  course  put  a  stop 
to  it  for  the  present.** 

^'  Take  my  advice,  and  don't  repeat  your 
visit/'  said  Mrs.  Hopkins,  emphatically ;  ^  cot 
the  acquaintance,  and  you'll  do  right;  but 
don't  say  it  was  my  advice  that  influenced 
you  in  so  doing." 

"But  who  and  what  is  she  then?"  asked 
Mrs.  Dobson. 

"The  less  we  inquire  into. or  say  aboat 
these  matters  the  better,  particularly  as  yon 
have  daughters,  Mrs.  Dobson  ;"  answered  MiSb 
Hopkins,-"  This  I  promise  you,  she's  no  moie 
a  niece  of  Mr.  White's  than  I  am." 
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*'Then  how  comes  she  to  be  at  his  house?** 
asked  Mrs.  Dobson,  trying  to  provoke  further 
information. 

**  Oh,  that  I  am  sure,  I  can't  pretend  to 
Say,**  answered  Mrs.  Hopkins ;  *'  but  this  I 
know,  that  Mr.  White  brought  her  back  with 
him  from  London,  when  he  went  up  about 
that  business  of  Colonel  Dawkins'— If  she  is 
his  niece,"  whispered  Mrs.  Hopkins  in  Mrs. 
Dobson's  ear,  but  loud  enough  to  be  heard  by 
all  present,  "  he  must  be  a  great  deal  worse 
than  we  believe  him  to  be,  bad  as  that  is— "the 
rest  was  only  heard  by  the  party  addressed, 
who  from  time  to  time  during  the  course  of  the 
communication,  upraised  her  hands  and  bowed 
her  head  in  shocked  astonishment. 

'*  What  was  that  business  of  Colonel  Daw- 
kins  about,  I  could  never  learn  exactly  what 
it  was  ?"  inquired  Miss  Gregson. 

"  I  can^t  really  tell  you  exactly  myself,"  re- 
plied Mrs.  Hopkins,"   but  I  believe  it  was 

something  about  a  forgery." 
K  3 
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^'  It  was  so/'  said  Mim  AugutU  Dobsoo, 
^  for  I  hada  fuUaoooant  of  it  from  Horaoe,  wIk> 
managed  to  be  at  Bow-atreet,  when  the  oaae 
was  investigated— in  fact,  lie  attended  there 
with  Mr.  White  himself/' 

''  Ob,  do  tell  us;"  said  Miss  Gregson. 

*^  Yes,  do;  I  crhoold  so  like  to  hearse  rights 
of  the  story,"  said  Mrs.  Hopkins. 

What  Miss  Augusta  said,  or  rather  tbe 
subject  matter  of  it,  we  must  for  the  present 
defer. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


THE   CONSULTATION. 


^*  BfTT,  my  dear  Colonely  do  be  governed  by 
me  io  this  matter/'  said  Mr.  Laygent,  address- 
ing Colonel  Anderson^  as  those  two  gexr* 
tlemen  were  passing  together  through  Lincoln^s 
Inn  fields ;  "  you  really  must  give  up  the  idea 
of  Gubbins  being  present  at  the  consultation 
this  afternoon/' 

'*  I'll  be  hanged  if  I  do  be  governed  by  yoa 
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or  anybody  else  in  this  matter,''  answered  the 
Colonel.  **  What  me  turn  little  John  oat 
of  Bobin  Hood's  coundl — can't  be  done— oat 
of  the  question  entirely— He's  too  good  a 
fellow,  though  a  queer  one  to  look  at,  for  me  to 
consent  to  any  arrangement  that  will  mortify 
him." 

'^  But/' interposed  Mr.  Laygent,  ^^you  are 
not  aware  what  a  particular  kind  of  person  Mr. 
Sulky  Sullen  is — ^When  you  have  to  deal  with 
people  of  his  character  you  must  deal  with 
them  upon  their  own  terms ;  or  take  my  word 
for  it  you'll  get  little  or  nothing  for  your 
money.  Now  as  a  conveyancer  and  a  real 
property  lawyer,  I  believe  I  may  safely  say 
that  Sullen  stands  unrivalled.  He  is,  how- 
ever, a  queer  tempered  fellow;  determined 
always  to  have  his  own  way,  and  if  inters 
rupted  in  consultation,  sometimes  even  by 
a  single  remark,  he'll  bundle  up  his  papers,  or 
make  even  shorter  work  of  it  by  taking  up  his 
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hat  and  leaving  the  party,  without  even  paying 
them  the  compliment  to  say  good  night." 

•*  He  be  hanged,"  said  the  Colonel.  "  Let 
him  dare  to  serve  me  in  that  way,  and  1*11  pro- 
mise him  a  trick  worth  two  of  it  in  return,  by 
helping  him  down  stairs  rather  quicker  than 
pleasing,  and  faster  by  far  than  ever  he  came 
up  them,  that  111  venture  to  say." 

**  But  then  you'll  lose  the  advantage  of  his 
advice,"  observed  the  solicitor.  ''There  are 
lots  of  fellows  you  may  amuse  yourself  by 
kicking  down  stairs,  at  much  less  risk  and 
expense  than  Mr.  Sulky  Sullen,  but  you  can 
get  no  such  opinions  for  love  or  money ;  so  take 
my  word  and  follow  my  advice,  when  I  assure 
you  I  have  more  confidence  in  him  than  in  all  the 
rest  of  the  legal  profession  put  together,  for 
getting  you  through  this  present  unpleasant 
business.  K  he  can't  help  us,  I  fear  your  case 
18  a  hopeless  one." 

"  I  wish  the  case  was  at  the  devil  I"  said  the 
Colonel,  and  be  said  it  as  if  he  meant  it  tOQr 
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*'  But  as  we  oan*t  manage  to  send  it  there 
withoot  I^al  advice  and  assistance,'*  obserred 
Laygent,  '*  we  most  get  the  best  of  the  kind 
we  can.  Sullen,  if  we  can  only  keep  him  in 
good  hutnour,  whilst  Thompson— ^who  by  the 
way  will  be  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  us*-* 
if  we  can,  as  I  say,  only  keep  Sollen  in  good 
humour  until  Thompson  lays  the  ease  before 
him,  as  he  will  do  this  afternoon,  and  we  keep 
oar  months  shot  until  he  giTOs  os  his  Tiews 
and  opinions,  we  shall  then  know  exactly  how 
we  stand  Bot  if  we  m£Se  his  temper  by  any 
interruptions  or  remarks,  we  shall,  as  I  said 
before,  get  no  good  out  of  the  testy  old  gratle- 
man.  And  as  to  stof^bg  Ghibbins*s  mouth, 
when  it  really  is  adyisable  he  should  keep  it 
shut,  is  a  sort  of  thing  I  beUeve  to  be  impos- 
sible." 

**  Not  nearly  so  impossiUe  as  you  imagine,'* 
rejoined  the  Colonel,  '^  I  myself  will  take  care 
to  speak  to  him  earnestly  upon  the  matter,  and 
impress  him  with  the  importance  it  will  be  for 
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him  to  hold  hia  peace  till  the  oonference  is 

ended.  Tmsare  there's  no  sacrifioe  he  would'nt 

gladly  make,  if  he  thought  by  so  doing  he 

couM  adduce  my  interests.     Did  you  ever  see 

a  mad  look  so  disappointed  as  he  did  when  you 

convineed  him,  and  so  much  against  his  will  too, 

that  he  could'nt  now  legally  cudgel  r  out  my 

cause  in^single  combat   By  the  way,  I  thought 

at  first  it  had  been  entirely  a  hoax  to  put  little 

Johnny's  friendly  mettle  to  the  test ;  and  I  was 

truly  surprised  when  I  found  that  such  a  mode 

of  trial  had  really  been  for  so  many  centuries 

the  law  of  the  land." 

*^  But  in  civil  cases  it  was  only  permitted  in 

actions  upon  writs  of  right,  like  that  which  at 

present  is  unfortunately  pending  against   us," 

observed  Mr.  Laygent,"  and  those  actions  being 

mre,  the  trial  by  battle  was  so  seldom  demanded 

that  it  became  nearly  obsolete  for  centuries, 

without  being  altogether  abolished  by  statutory 

enactment.    The  latest  account  we  have  of  any 

trial  of  this  kind  is  as  far  back  as  the  time  of 
K  5 
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King  Charles  the  First;  one  in  the  sixth  jM 
of  his  reign,  and  the  other  about  seven  yean 
afterwards.  And  one  of  these  it  seems  was  oom- 
promised  without  any  actual  fight  taking  plsoe. 
But  really^as  I  fear  matters  are  likely  to  tumoat, 
it  would  have  been  no  bad  thing  for  us  if  Gnbbios 
could  have  battled  out  the  matter  on  your  be- 
half. I  don't  think  our  antagonists  could  have 
picked  out  a  champion  who  would  have  stood  a 
longer  batch  of  cudgelling,  or  whose  head 
would  have  endured  more  banging  about ;  whilst 
I  apprehend  his  skill  in  single  stick  [day  ia  bj 
no  means  contemptible.'' 

"Contemptible,''  said  the  Colonel,  *'  why  it's 
of  the  first  rate  order;  the  heads  he  has  broken 
are  a  very  legion  in  multitude ;  whilst  the  akin 
of  his  own  is  so  tough,  that  you  might  as  well 
bit  away  upon  a  woolpack  for  any  chance  yon 
would  have  of  drawing  blood  from  it." 

**  But  can  you  undertake  to  keep  him  sileotT 
asked  Laygent. 
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**  Yes,  yes  ;  PU  manage  all  that,'*  answered 
the  Colonel. 

They  then  shook  hands  and  parted,  purpos- 
ing to  meet  again  at  Mr.  Sulky  Sullen's  cham- 
bers, in  Stone  Buildings,  at  half  past  eight,  on 
the  same  evening. 


Punctual  to  a  moment,  the  whole  party, 
consisting  of  Colonel  Anderson,  Laygent,  Mr. 
Alfred  Thompson,  and  Gubbins,  were  as- 
sembled at  Mr.  Sulky  Sullen's  chambers. 

No  sooner  were  the  party  arranged  in  their 
respective  seats,  than  Thompson  began  his 
statement  of  the  case  from  written  papers 
before  him — Mr.  Sulky  Sullen  all  the  time 
pacing  up  and  down  the  apartment.  The  sub- 
stance of  the  case  was  as  follows^ 

Nearly  sixty  years  before.  Colonel  Ander- 
son's father,  and  through  whom  the  Colonel 
himself,  inherited  one  undivided  mOiety  of  the 
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pr^)ert7   in    question,    had    parchased  tlus 
moiety  of  a   Mr.  Groves,  and  paid  him  all 
the  purchase  money ;  and  under  that  title  the 
purchaser  and  thoee  chdming  under  him  hw 
continued  to  hold  the  pn^rty  without  let  or 
denial  until  within  the  last  few  weeks  past.  The 
other  moiety  which  the  Colonel  had  recently 
bought  with  what  waa  left  from  the  wreck  of 
his  former  property,  had  also  belonged  origi- 
Daily  to  this  Mr.  Groves,  and  was  held  by  bim 
under  the  same  title.    Now,  unfortunately  for 
our  poor  fnend  the  Colond,  an  assertion  of 
right  had    been  just  then  set  up  by  pertieB 
claiming  adversely  to  this  Mr.  Groves,  on  the 
ground  that  the  latter  had  no  title  to  the  pro- 
perty, aa  he  took  it  under  an  unattested  will; 
which  unluckily  turned  out  to  be  the  fact. 
By  some  means  or  other,  which  yet  remained  a 
mystery,  this  flaw  in  the  tklahad  been  communi- 
cated to  Mr.  Chittlebert,  whose  wife  it  appeared 
was  the  sole  heiress  at  law  of  the  testator,  and  in 
whose  sight  it  was  that  her  husband  had  insti- 
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tated  the  proceedings  then  pending.  Thia 
action  wa9  a  writ  of  right— which  there  having 
bean  an  adverse  possession  of  more  than  fifty 
years*-  was  the  only  legal  remedy  then  left  for 
the  demandants.  Sixty  years  possession  wonld 
have  been  an  effectual  remedy  even  to  this 
last  resort;  but  as  the  sixty  years  had  not 
elapsed  when  the  writ  of  right  was  issued^ 
that  time  expiring,  as  in  fact  it  had  done^  a 
few  days  afterwards,  was  insufficient  to  arrest 
the  ulterior  proceedings* 

Mr,  Sulky  Sullen  gave  a  most  patient  ear 
to  all  that  Thompson  stated,  which  the  latter 
did  in  a  very  accurate  and  lucid  manner. 
When  he  had  concluded,  Mr.  Sullen  asked 
whether  any  fine  had  ever  been  levied,  or  re- 
covery suffered  since  the  property  had  been 
in  the  possession  of  the  purchasers  under  Mr. 
Groves ;  when,  being  answered  in  the  negative, 
he  took  another  turn  up  and  down  the  room, 
and  then  stopping  suddenly,  asked  whether  it 
was  ^uite  certain  that  Mrs.  Chittlebert  could 
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aathenticate  her  pedigree,  and  prove  hersdf  to 
be  really  and  truly  the  heiress  at  kw  of  the 
testator. 

Thompson  replied  that  unfortunately  she 
would  bo  easily  enabled  to  do  both. 

'*Is  it  equally  clear,  that  she  is  actually 
married  to  thid  Mr.  Chittlebert  ?"  agaia  asked 
the  counsel 

^*  Married,  yes,  she's  married  to  *an  tight 
enough,  a  good  for  nothing  son  of  a  turmot  * 
interrupted  Mr.  Gubbins,  notwithstanding  all 
the  winks  and  frowns  of  the  Colonel  and  Lay- 
gent,  or  the  still  fiercer  frown  of  the  little 
counsel  himself;  who,  though  he  uttered  not 
a  syllable  in  reply,  jet  looked  terrible  things, 
but  softened  down  again  when  Alfred  Thomp- 
son stated  that  it  was  quite  clear  Mrs.  Chit* 
tlebert  was  legally  married. 

''Had   she   ever  any  sisters?"    asked  the 
counsel;  '*  brothers,  we  have  already  been  in- 
formed she  had  not." 
''^  Yes,  she  had  two  sisters;  but  both  hate 
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been  dead  for  some  years/'  answered  Thomp- 
son. 
**  Were  either  of  them  ever  married  ?" 
**  Yes,  one  was,  but  the  other  died  single 
and  under  twenty  one.'' 

^'  Did  the  married  sister  leave  issue,  or  did 
she  ever  have  any  issue  bom  alive  ?"  asked  the 
counsel. 

**  Yes  one ;  but  it  only  lived  a  day  or  two. 
It  was,  I  believe,  a  daughter,  was  it  not  Mr. 
Laygent?" 

Mr.  Laygent  replied  that  it  was. 
''  And  her  husband  ?"  continued  Mr.  Sullen. 
**  Unfortunately  he  died  in  her  life  time," 
answered  Thompson,    *'  and    not    very   long 
before  her." 

'*  Unfortunately  indeed,"  said  Mr.  Sulky 
Sullen,  *^  had  he,  or  any  sister  of  Mrs.  Chittle- 
bert,  now  been  living,  we  could  have  upset 
the  case  as  clean  as  a  whistle  :  because,  when 
parties  claim  as  co-parteners,and  as  a  necessary 
<K)nsequence  all  claiming  under  them,  must 
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join  as  demnndants  in  a  writ  of  right;  other- 
wiae  the  omiariou  may  be  pleaded  in  abate- 
ment, and  I  BttoB^Iy  incline  to  think,  in  bar 


The  connsel  then  took  a  few  more  nii»d 
strides^  when  suddenly  stopping  and  paosing 
for  a  moment,  he  asked  Thompaon  whe- 
ther he  conld  suggest  a  single  favorable  point 
bearing  upon  the  case;  and  whether  in  fact  he 
had  anything  to  suggest  that  might  possibly 
tend  to  relieve  it  from  the  difficrities  which 
appArently  overwhelmed  it." 

*'  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  can  suggest  none," 
answered  Thompson*  **  Can  you  Mr.  Lsy- 
gent?" 

**  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  cannot  either,"  replied 
that  gentleman. 

''  It  really  is  a  hard  case— a  very  hard  csse^ 
and  one  bearing  most  severely  upon  Colonel 
Anderson/'  observed  Mr.  Sullen, ''  and  I  feel 
sincerely  sorry  for  him;  but  at  the  same  time 
I  see  no  possible  defence  to  this  action ;  and 
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to  add  to  the  yexation  of  it|  a  few  days  more 
would  have  givea  us  an  absolute  and  indefeasi* 
ble  title.  *^  Fray,'*  added  be,  '^  can  any  one 
present  inform  me  what  sort  of  a  person  this 
Mr.  Chittlebert  is,  I  think  some  one  said  he 
was  in  comparatively  humble  life.  Now  might 
be  not  rather  than  have  to  wait  the  termina* 
tion  of  a  tedbua  lawsuit  ?" 

"  Ask  us  what  sort  of  a  chq)  he  is ;  ask  me, 
and  ni  tell  ye  in  double  quick  time,"  inter<* 
rupted  Mr.  Gubbins  in  a  loud  and  determined 
tone,  in  spite  of  the  looks  and  remonstrances 
of  both  the  Colonel  and  his  attorney.  **  Ask 
me  what  sort  of  a  chap  he  is,  and  I'll  just 
giTe  you  a  bit  of  my  mind  about  'un. 
1  should  just  like  you  to  hear  the  way  he 
bamboozled  me  out  of  my  little  bay  mare, 
'time  as  we  was  quartered  at  Huntingdon, 
as  pretty  and  handy  a  thing  as  ever  gallopped, 
though  perhaps  not  quite  up  to  my  weight  you 
might  say — ^a^reed,  she  wasn't  quite  up  to  my 
weight,  because  I  rode  sixteen  stone  strong ; 
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but  she'd  have  carried  a  light  weight,  euch 
as  you,  capital,  if  you  could  only  have 
managed  to  sit  her,  for  I'll  tell  no  lies  about 
her,  she  would  pull  most  deucedly  after 
hounds.  But  she  was  a  tidy  little  thing  was  the 
bay  mare.  And  this  rascally  Master  Chittle- 
bert  offers  me  fifty  pound  for  her— guineas  says 
I— pounds,  says  he— money  down,  says  I— 
your  man,  says  he,  if  you  lets  me  try  her,  and 
I  likes  her  as  well  to-morrow  as  I  do  to  day. 
Done,  says  I — for  I  own  as  I  said  before,  she 
wasn't  quite  up  to  my  weight  after  hoands, 
particularly  in  a  heavy  country.  And  what 
d'ye  think  now  was  the  upshot?  Why,  the 
upshot  was,  that  the  devil  a^  bit  more  did 
I  ever  see  of  mare,  or  money  either,  from  that 
day  to  this.  And  what's  worse  than  all,I  em- 
ployed a  rascally  attorney  that  let's  mj 
worthy  colonel  into  a  secret  most  folks  are  not 
over  fond  of  finding  out ;  one  Mr.  Cobrobyn, 
Cock-robin  we  used  to  call  'un  out  of  fun,  and 
who'll    be    hanged   when    he's  catched,  only 
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catching  day  isn't  nigh  enough  'tis  to  be  feared^ 
and  what  did  I  get  by  that  d'ye  think,  but  a 
tarnation  lawyer's  bill  and  nothing  in  the 
pounds  for  before  the  action  was  tried  that 
blackguard  Chittlebert-" 

Here  Mr.  Sulky  Sullen^  whose  pent  up 
wrath  as  well  as  astonishment  at  Mr.  Gubbins' 
behaviour  and  address  was  so  great  as  to  re- 
strain him  from  expressing  his  indignation 
before,  now  let  it  escape  with  that  fizzing 
force  a  cork  pops  out  of  a  bottle  of  soda  water 
protesting  in  express  terms,  that  unless  Mr. 
Gubbins  instantly  made  himself  scarce,  he 
wcmld  at  once  break  up  the  conference.  But 
no  one  had  any  thing  further  then  to  advance 
upon  the  matter.  Mr.  Sullen's  opinion  that 
the  Colonel  had  no  defence  to  the  action  was 
plain  and  unequivocal,  and  as  it  seemed  no  one 
could  throw  any  further  light  upon  the  subject 
which  could  place  it  in  a  more  favorable 
point  of  view,  it  became  painfully  evident 
there  was  nothing  left  to  confer  upon.    Yet 
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for  mil  |hi%  ooold  Mr.  SuUeD's  petalance  have 
been  ]:e8traiiied  for  bat  a  few  seooBik  longer, 
6ubbin8  in  m  Tcry  few  words  more  would,  ai 
we  ehall  faint  out  hereafter,  by  the  remarb 
he  was  so  peremptorily  stof^ed  from  making, 
have  so  oompletelj  akered  Uie  whole  festuie 
of  the  eassb  as  to  have  satisfied  all  the  legal 
gentlemen  present^  and  what  is  still  better,  the 
judges  who  were  to  decide  upon  the  matter 
afterwards,  that  Mr.  Cbittlebert  was  sot 
in  a  situation  to  bring  any  action  for  tiie 
reoovery  of  the  property  in  question. 

As  it  was,  the  oonsnkation  was  brekea  ap 
without  this  important  information,  and  with 
the  full  and  firm  couTiotion  the  Colonel  mast 
lose,  the  property.  He  poor  man  did  his 
utmost  to  look  eool,  taking  sundry  pinches  of 
snu£F,  and  trying  hard  to  act  the  stoic;  yet  as 
Lmygent  jogged  his  elbow  to  awaken  his  at- 
tention when  they  were  about  to  leave 
he  moved  off  with  that  vacant  mechanical  air, 
we  may  often  witness  in  a  convicted  prisooer 
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when  leaving  the  dock  mentally  stunned  with 
the  unexpected  severity  of  his  sentence. 

*'  What  do  you  think  we  had  better  do  now 
in  this  case/'  said  Thompson,  addressing  Mr. 
Laygent  aside  as  they  were  descending  the 
stone  staircase. 

*'  Do,"  answered  Laygent,  *^  why  set  all 
the  wits  we  can  both  of  us  muster  to  work, 
to  conjure  up  every  delay  the  law  will  allow 
us — trusting  that  Chittlebert  may  either  come 
into  our  terms,  or  get  hanged,  as  he  most 
richly  deserves  to  be,  in  the  interim. 
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CHAPTER  XIL 


A  CONTEMPLATED  MABRIAGB.  A  NEAB  A^ 
PBOACH  TO  AN  EXPLANATION.  BBSULT  FAB 
FROM  8ATISFACT0BY.  ONE  IMPEDIMENT  BBr 
MOVED.  A  STILL  MORE  FORMEDABLB  ONI 
SEEMS   TO  DROP  INTO  ITS  PLACE. 


Thornington^  the  seat  of  the  Duke  of  West- 
ford,  was  situate  in  the  midst  of  an  extennTC 
deer  park  in  one  of  the  most  beantifol  ptrti 
of  Yorkshire.  The  house  itself,  notwithstand- 
ing it   bespoke  the    architecture  of   yariottf 
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dates,  presented  as  a  whole  a  grand  appear- 
ance,   which    if  impaired  in    some    degree 
by    modem    additions    had    thereby   gained 
a    proportionate    degree     of    comfort     and 
convenience.     It  might  in  truth  be  said  of 
this  princely  mansion  that  it  was  as  comforta- 
ble and  magnificent  within,  as  it  was  grand  and 
imposing  without;  nor  was  there,  we  believe, 
a  nobleman  or  a  gentleman's  house  in  the  land, 
in  which  visiters   were  furnished  with   more 
ample  means  of  enjoyment     Here  they  were 
sure  to  find  unbounded  hospitality  devoid  of 
ostentation.    The  Duke  was  kindness  and  ur- 
banity   itself  —  nothing  could    exceed    the 
manner    in   which   the  amiable  duchess  dis- 
charged her  duties:    all  the  daughters  were 
agreeable,  some  pretty,  others  handsome^  and 
all    lady-like    and  accomplished ;    whilst  the 
Marquess  of  Baddington,  agreeable  as  he  was 
at  all  times,  no  where  appeared  to  greater  ad- 
vantage than  in  his  father's  house. 

Thomington,  at  the  time  we  speak  of,  was 
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foil  of  visiters  fiom  all  parts,  and  some  of  the 
parties  are  not  wholly  strangers  to  oar  readen. 
There  were  the  ladies  Mary  and  Jane  Genld| 
with  their  two  interesting  nieces  Emily  and 
Harriet,  and  oar  lovely  heroine  Emily  Anin- 
delly  thoQf^  somewhat  sad  and  pensive,  look- 
ing, if  possible,  more  ladylike  and  beautiful 
than  ever,  besides  a  host  of  other  ladies,  M 
and  young,  with  whom  oat  tale  has 
nothii^  whatever  to  do.  Then  amongst  the 
gentlemen  were  a  few  dashing  young  men, 
friends  and  acquaintances  of  the  Marquess, 
and  BMiny  more  of  a  more  mature  age,  espedal 
gaests  of  the  Duke,  amongst  whom  we  must 
not  forget  to  mention  the  Earl  of  Hexham 
who,  in  oomfdiment  to  the  Duchess  his 
daughter,  and  anotlier  circumstance  we  shall 
shortly  have  occasion  to  mention,  had  conde- 
aceaded  to  honour  the  ducal  residence  of  his 
son-in-law  with  bis  august  presence. 

Christmas  was  now  past,  another  year  had 
begun,  and  the  winter  which  bad  set  in  early 
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promised  to  continue  an  unusually  severe  one. 
The  tops  of  the  distant  hills  had  for  some  time 
been  capped  with  snow,  and  a  sharp  frost  ac- 
companied with  a  cold  easterly  wind  had  pre- 
vailed for  several  weeks. 

Bat  good  fires  were  kept  up  at  Thomington, 
and  also  lots  of  other  cunning  contrivances 
for  keeping  the  inside  of  the  house  warm  and 
snug. 

The  frost  had  however  sadly  interfered 
with  most  out  of  door  pursuits.  Hunting 
was  for  the  time  absolutely  put  a  stop  to.  It 
was  getting  too  late  in  the  season  for 
shooting  pheasants  and  partridges;  the  country 
was  ill  adapted  for  either  woodcocks  or  snipes, 
whilst  shooting  hares  in  that  district  of  grey- 
hounds and  harriers,  would  have  been  pro- 
nounced little  less  than  criminal.  But  had 
sport  proved  ever  so  plentiful,  the  Marquess 
would  have  found  ^' metal  more  attractive" 
within  doors,  than  he  could  knock  over  either 
in  field  or  cover  abroad.    The  fact  was,  that  a 

VOL.  m.  L 


218  THB  THBBE  STUDENTS. 

marriage  between  himself  and  hia  pretty  and 
good  little  cousin  Harriet  was  now  a  e^ed 
thing.  Immediately  upon  retnming  from 
his  late  sea  trip  he  had  communicated  his 
wishes  on  this  subject  to  the  Duke  his  father, 
who  being  desirous  that  his  son  should  many, 
and  approving  highly  of  the  connexion,  had 
given  his  ready  consent  to  the  arrangement; 
and  the  parties  principally  interested  being 
also  agreed,  and  there  being  no  just  cause  or 
impediment  in  the  way^  every  thing  bid  fur  to 
be  soon  brought  to  a  satisfactory  condusuni. 

Now  at  the  particular  time  we  wish  to  speak 
about,  the  Marquess  of  Baddington  fonned 
one  of  a  party  consisting,  besides  himBelf, 
of  Harriet,  her  sister  £mily,  Mrs.  Tremaioe, 
Emily  Arundell,  and  two  of  the  Marquess's 
sistersi  who  were  assembled  together  in  the 
turret  chamber :  a  snug  little  octaganil 
room  in  one  of  the  turrets  at  the  end 
of  a  long  gallery.  The  ladies,  all  empkyed  in 
useful  needlework,  were  making  garments  for 
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the  poor,  and  the  Marquess  was  striving  to 
do  the  agreeable,  and  to  amuse  them 
during  their  charitable  labour.  Now  by 
some  means  or  other  it  so  happened  that  the 
young  ladies  had'  drawn  him  into  the  subject 
of  his  late  voyage  in  the  Dolphin,  and  they 
appeared  greatly  interested  as  well  as  amused 
at  several  of  the  incidents  he  recounted ;  par- 
ticularly at  the  memorable  events  that  took 
place  in  the  haunted  inansion  at  Tresparrow, 
which  lost  nothing  by  the  manner  in  which 
he  repeiated  them.  But  these  subjects  were 
far  from  affordiilg  either  pleasure  or  interest 
to  Mrs.  Tremaine,  and  to  find  our  hero  spoken 
of  in  such  kigh  and  warm  terms,  as  he 
constantly  was  by  his  late  companion,  who 
believed  him  to  be  the  best  fellow  in  the  world, 
was  very  gall  and  wormwood  to  her  ears.  She 
therefore  tried  from  time  to  time  to  turn  the 
conversation  into  some  other  channel.  In 
spite,  however,  of  all  the  tact  she  displayed, 
the  young  ladies  would  bring  the  Marquess 
l3 
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back  again  to  a  subject  that  proved  so  in- 
teresting to  them,  and  to  none  more  so  than 
to  Emily  Arundell ;  who,  though  she  ne^ 
mentioned  her  lover's  name,  or  even  oooe 
alluded  to  it,  felt  far  greater  pleasure  in  the 
sound  than  her  aunt  at  all  liked,  who 
considered  that  if  his  suit  prospered  with  her 
niece,  her  own  interests  must  inevitably  suffer. 
Through  the  extravagance  of  her  late 
husband,  added  to  her  own,  she  had  been  left 
wholly  destitute,  and  was  entirely  dependant 
upon  the  bounty  of  her  niece.  In  addition 
to  this,  she  had  supposed,  when  she  began 
to  plot  and  plan  against  Jack,  that  he  really 
was  the  disreputable  character  Mr.  Vanbrunner 
had  represented  him ;  and  even  at  the  time  we 
speak  of  that  impression  had  not  been  alto- 
gether removed. 

In  fact,  Mr*  Vanbrunner— notwithstanding  be 
had  given  up  all  hopes  of  his  son's  success— 
was  still  as  determined  as  ever  that  our  hera 
should  not  be  the  man  to  carry  off  the  prize. 
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He  continued  therefore  from  time  to  time  to 
supply  Mrs.  Tremaine  with  a  true  and  particular 
account  of  each  unfounded  tale,  that  formed 
the  tittle  tattle  of  the  day  at  Longpassage 
tending  in  any  way  to  Jack's  disparage- 
ment, which  if  she  did  not  fully  believe,  she 
did  not  altogether  discredit  But  she  had  en- 
tirely failed  in  stamping  these  impressions  upon 
the  mind  of  her  niece,  who,  although  vexed 
beyond  measure  that  such  ill  reports  should  be 
circulated,  disbelieved  every  one  of  them. 
Fidling  here,  the  aunt  resorted  to  falsehood — 
she  knew  that  no  matrimonial  engagement 
subsisted  betwixt  Jack  and  Miss  Bennett,  for 
Mr.  Vanbrunner  had  frankly  confessed  to  her, 
that  he  had  himself  fabricated  that  tale ;  but 
Emily  had  unfortunately  given  credit  to  this 
part  of  the  story;  and  this  impression  the 
aunt  was  anxious  to  keep  alive,  and  sparing 
no  means  to  accomplish  this  end,  she  had  so  far 
proved  successful.    Now  when  persons  stoop 
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to  dishonourable  deeds  to  attam  a  particnkr 
object  they  are  little  aware  of  the  e?Ltent  to 
which  they  may  be  compelled  to  proceed  only 
to  prevent  the  discovery  of  the  first  mean 
artifice    they    adopted :    and    so   it   proved 
here.     Mrs.  Tremaine  had  deceived  her  niece 
by  allowing  the  latter  to  believe  our  hero  to 
be  engaged  to  Miss  Bennett,  well  knowii^ 
all     the    time    that    no    such     engsgem^t 
had    ever     existed,     and     from     the    dread 
of  being  found  out  in  the  deceptive  part  abe 
had  thus  acted  she  had  been  led  into  the  fiibri- 
cation  of  numerous  other  falsehoods,  99  well 
as  to.  the  commission  of  some  acts,  she,  bat  s 
short  time  preyiously,  would  have  believed  it 
impossible  she  could  have.been  induced  toperpe- 
trate.    Her  great  dread  was  another  interview 
taking  place  between  oar  hero  and  Emily,  for 
she  foresaw  that  if  it  did,  the  imposture  she  had 
been  practismg  would  inevitably  be  detected. 
This  idea  had  tfiken  possession  of  her  mind  all 
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the  tiBie  of  her  stay  at  Thomington,  and  her 
spprehensions  were  greatly  increased,  when  one 
day  cm  placing  a  letter  on  a  marble  slab  in  an 
anti-room  leading  into  the  breakfast  parlour 
(where  the  fiunily  were  in  the  habit  of  depo- 
siting their  letters  previously  to  their  being 
committed  to  the  post  bag,)  she  perceived  one 
in  the  handwriting  of  Lord  Baddington,  ad- 
dressed to  Jack.    This  letter  she  was  tempted 
toopen^and  finding  it  written  by  the  hand  she  had 
supposed,  she  took  effectual  means  to  prevent 
its  ever  reaching  the  party  to  whom  it  was  di- 
rected.   Nor  did  she  even  stop  at  this  one  single 
act  of  guilty  meanness ;  for  suspecting  it  also 
probable  our  hero  himself  might  feel  inclined 
to  communicate  with  his  late  companion,  or 
that  the  latter  might  again  write  to  him,  she 
actually   came   down    stairs    every  -morning 
before  any  of  the  family  were  likely  to  be  up, 
to  inspect  the  letters  that  were  left  on  this 
slab,  the  post  coming  in  there  at  a  very  early 
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hoar,  until  at  length,  as  she  had  anticipated  the 
expected  letter  from  our  hero  also  feU  into  her 
hands,  the  writer  of  which  she  readily  guessed 
at,  as  it  happened  unluckily  to  be  sealed  with 
the  impression  of  a  lion  rampant,  which  she 
knew  formed  the  armorial  bearings  of  the 
Price  family. 

This  epistle  she  read  with  equal  attention  as 
she  did  that  of  the  Marquess,  and  for  precisely 
the  same  reasons  treated  it  in  precisely  the 
same  manner.    During    this   lady's   stay  at 
Thorningtom,  two  other  letters,  one  from  Jack 
to  the  Marquess,  and  one  from  the  latter  to 
Jack,  underwent  a    similar   £ite.    We  may 
therefore   reasonably  suppose  she  was  in  no 
slight  consternation,  when,  during  the  course 
of  conversation   we  were  before  describing* 
the  Marquess  proceeded  to  express  his  wonder 
at  not  hearing  from  his  friend,  whom  he  said 
he  had  twice  written  to  without  obtaining  a 
reply,  regular  as  Jack  always  was  in  his  cor- 
respondence. 
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*^  I  trust  he  may  not  be  ill,"  observed  little 
Harriet>  at  which  Emily  Arundell  turned  sud- 
denly pale,  and  at  the  same  time  exhibited  so 
anxious  an  expression  of  countenance,  as  to 
make  the  Marquess  open  his  eyes  rather  widely ; 
for  a  light  now  burst  suddenly  upon  him,  of 
which  he  had  only  a  slight  glimmering  before. 
He,  however,  assured  them  they  might  make  their 
minds  easy  on  that  score ;  for  that  Tom  Treeling 
hadseenhimhearty  and  well  in  his  new  chambers 
in  Raymond  buildings,  not  five  days  before ; 
**and  as  I  purpose  starting  off  to  town  for  a  day 
or  two,  either  to-morow  or  next  day,  I've  no 
doubt  I  shall  find  him  there  in  a  perfect  state 
of  convalescence,  when  I'll  make  a  prisoner  of 
him,  and  bring  him  back  with  me." 

**  Then  tell  him  first,  I  have  a  great  mind 
not  to  speak  to  him,  and  that  I  really  am  verj 
angry  with  him,"  said  Harriet. 

**  Don't  judge  too  harshly  or  too  soon,"  said 
Miss  Gerald,  '*1  dare  say  when  Baddiogton 
sees  him  he  will  explain  everything." 

Ld 
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''Not  every  thing*  perhape,"  obsenred  Mn. 
Treaudne,  emphationlly. 

^*  And  why  not?"  aeked  the  Marquess. 

'*  That,  perhaps,  is  not  quite  what  jou  oaghi 
to  expect  me  to  anawexi"  eaidMrs.  Trenuune, 
'*  nor  ought  you  to  ask  it— at  the  same  time 
as  Mr.  Prioe  is  under  a  doud.** 

"Cloud?''  iuterrupted  the  Marquess;  ''I 
hay'nt  the  remotest  idea,'^  added  he,  obserriog 
Mrs.  Tremaine  was  looking  incic4Qk>ns-^'I 
have  not  the  remotest  idea  what  it  is  you  allude 
to." 

'^ Perhaps  not/'  said  Mrs.  TreoMune,  ''and 
so  suppose  we  at  once  drop  the  subject." 

**  No,  ma'am;"  said  the  Mtirqueas^ gravely; 
«<  you  have  hinted  that  something  of  a  dis- 
graceful nature  is  hanging  over  my  friend's 
head— I  know  him  to  be  incapable  of  anything 
of  the  kind;  and,  therefore^  I  have  a. fair  right 
to  ask  what  this  is,  in  order  that  I  may  do  ef&J 
thing  in  my  power  to  clear  his  character,  si 


THE  THBEE  STUDENTS.  277 

well   as   to   trace    oat    the    author   of  the 
calomny." 

''Do  70a  ever  read  the  newspapers?"  asked 
Mrs.  Tremaine. 

''Certainly;  why  you  yourself  must  con- 
stantly see  me  so  employed." 

^^  And  the  Longpassage  Gazette  ?"  ^demanded 
Mrs.  Tremaine. 

"Sometimes  I  do/'  replied  the  Marquess; 
"  but  you  don't  mean  to  say  that  the  infamous 
transaction  there  mentioned  related  to  my 
friend,  do  you  ?" 

"  I  do;''  answered  Mrs.  Tremaine,  '^  and 
having  said  so^  I  think  the  propriety  of  changing 
thesubject  must  instantly  suggest  itself  to  you ;" 
and  she  looked  very  serious,  as  she  concluded 
with  a  8  light  frown  and  nodj  in  order  to  im- 
press upon  the  person  addressed  the  impropriety 
of  pursuing  the  present  topic  further  in  the 
presence  of  ladies.  But  the  Marquess  was  not 
to  be  so  easily  stopped— he^  therefore,  again 
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asked  Mrs.   Tremaine  if  she  really  bdimd 
Jack  was  the  person  alluded  ta 

''Certainly;"   she  answered,  '^I  have  no 
doubt  whatever  on  the  subject.'* 

<<Then  I  feel  greatly  flattered  with  the 
opinion^you  must  also  entertain  of  your  humble 
servant,"  said  the  Marqaess ;  ^'  for  if  the  ac- 
count in  the  Longpassage  Gazette  applies  to 
Jack,  I  myself  must  be  equally  implicated  in 
one  of  the  most  infamous  transactions  that  man 
was  ever  guilty  of.  I  had  set  it.  down  in  my 
own  mind  as  one  of  the  wild  freaks  of  Lord 
Falkonberry  and  Mad  Tom  Waters,  and  had 
fully  intended,  if  such  had  turned  out  true,  to 
have  cut  the  acquaintance  of  both  of 
them.  I  must  really  inquire  further  into  this 
business,  and  shall  also  expect  you  to  supply 
me  with  some  further  information  on  the 
subject,"  added  he,  addressing  Mrs.  Tremaine* 
'^  in  the  meantime  I  shall  go  and  consult  with 
mj  father  upon  it." 

So  saying,  he  quitted  the  party,  leaving  the 
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maocBuvrixig  aunt  ezoeedmgly  pazzled-^yet 
in  epite  of  this  her  usual  tact  did  not  alto- 
gether forsake  her,  and  a  short  pause  ensuing 
she  broke  it  hj  obserring, 

*'  Weil,  I  do  hope  the  Marquess  may  prove  all 
this  to  be  false;  and  if  he  brings  down  Mr. 
Price  here  as  he  purposes  it  will  do  more  than 
anything  to  place  him  in  his  former  footing 
in  society ;  and  then  I  suppose  he'll  obtain  his 
heart's  desire  and  be  married  to  this  great 
heiress,  Miss  Bennett,  or  Dennett,  or  some 
such  name,  as  he  would  not  have  been  long 
ere  this  had  it  not  been — " 

<<  Emily,  my  dearest  Emily,  what  is  the 
matter,  are  you  ill?"  exclaimed  Harriet 
whilst  the  whole  party  became  alarmed 
at  the  deadly  paleness  that  overspread  Miss 
Arundell's  features. 

"  Nothing,"  she  replied,  trying  to  force  a 
smile.  ''  I  am  better — much  better  now,"  and 
rising  from  her  seat  hastily  she  left  the  room, 
closely  followed   by  Mrs.  Tremaine,  who  per- 
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ceiving  ihe  advantage  she  had  thus  gtined 
was  resolved  to  turn  it  to  the  best  aooountshe 
could. 

The  result  was,  that  in  the  course  of  an 
hour  a  messeuger  had,  with  |  Emily's  conseat, 
been  dispatched  to  the  post-honae  in  the  neigh- 
bouring village,  to  order  a  pair  of  hones  to 
be  in  instant  readiness  to  convey  the  aunt  and 
niece  from  the  house  in  which  our  hero  was 
expected  so  soon  to  become  a  guest. 
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CHAPTER    XIII. 


8HOWIKQ  THAT  A1.TUOUGH  THE  COLONEL  FOUND 
HE  HAD  FBIENDS  IN  HIS  ADVEB8ITT,  THEY 
PROVED  UN8COCE88FUL  COMFOBTKB8.  EX- 
PECTED GUESTS  NOT  ARRIVING  KEEP  DINNER 
WAITING.  MYSTERY  NOT  SOLVED  AT  THE  END 
OF  THE  CUAPTEM. 


We  must  now  shift  the  scene  to  a  mansion  of 
less  pretention  than  the  princely  residence  of 
the  Duke  of  Westford>  although  it  was  one 
that  in  the  best  of  its  days  was  considered  a 
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^ws  of  BO  OKMB  impanmce  in  the  ptrt  of 
^  Qoolry  m  whkh  h  tlood.  At  the 
tiaie  hwitm  we  qpedk  of»  man j  of  the  win- 
^-^5  wcreblocked  vmaiid  a  great  portion  of 
m^^^  liad  focmedj  been  an  exteoave  Uwn, 
c<mierted  into  tillage;  all  beqwakii^  the 
naaor  hooae  of  tlie  lord  of  former  dajs 
tai  Mil  into  tlie  more  komble  mansion  of 
Oe  brmer.  Still  £or  all  tlua  there  was  an  air 
of  respectable  neatne«  abont  the  premises 
that  denoted  ita  ocd^ant  was  at  least  entitled 
to  be  ranked  amongst  the  higher  classes  of 
jeomanrj. 

The  property^  to  which  this  mansion  apper- 
tained, was  styled  the  Manor  of  Chisselfordt 
and  was  sitoated  in  the  heart  ot  a  good  sport- 
mg  €onnti7»  although  in  a  very  thinly  icfaa- 
bited  district  It  belonged  to  little  Major 
Boodf  who  ahhongh  he  had  let  the  estate,  and 
some  part  of  the  manaon  to  a  tenant,  still 
relaloed  a  sufficient  portion  of  the  latter  to 
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acooznmodate  himself  and  a  few  friends  during 
the  shooting  season. 

As  soon  as  the  Major  and  Mr.  Gubbins  had 
retamed  from  their  aquatic  expedition,  they 
had  betaken  themselves  to  this  place,  where 
amidst  the  combined  amusements  of  shooting, 
coursing  and  hunting,  weeks  had  passed  away 
without  their  troubling  their  heads  about  what 
the  rest  of  the  world  were  doing ;  until,  as  it 
so  chanced,  they  one  day  heard  an  unpleasant 
rumour,  from  persons  whom  they  met  in  the 
hunting  field,  as  to  the  recent  state  of  Colonel 
Anderson's  affairs. 

Anxious  to  ascertain  the  truth  or  falsehood 
of  these  reports,  they  resolved  to  see  Mr.  Lay- 
gent,  who  they  knew  had  the  sole  management 
of  the  Colonel's  business,  and  on  the  very 
night  they  heard  the  unwelcome  news,  or 
rather  towards  the  little  hours  of  the  follow- 
ing morning,  after  driving  some  six  or  seven 
miles  over  some  very  indifferent  cross  roads. 
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they  managed  to  meet  tbe  LoDgpaamge  mil, 
whicb»  in  the  coarse  of  a  few  lioiii%  oo&Teyed 
them  to  the  latter  place. 

Here  thej  were  informed  by  Mr*  laLjgsoX'$ 
people,  that  he  himself  was  actually  at  tbt 
time  in  London  abont  the  Cotond's  a&iif, 
and  the  rnmonrs  they  had  heard  were  bat 
too  well  founded. 

As  soon  as  they  had  received  this  unwel- 
come inteUigence,  the  Major  and  €hibbias 
booked  themselYes  for  London  for  the  puipose 
of  seeking  out  their  old  Ckdonei,  as  well  as  to 
offer  him  the  assistance  both  of  their  money 
andservicea 

After  the  consoltation  with  Mr.  SoUeo, 
which,  as  we  have  before  stated,  terminated  so 
unsatisfactorily,  it  was  evident  that  little  or 
no  good  could  be  achieved  by  the  Major  and 
Grubbins  remaining  any  longer  in  London;  tbey 
therefore  proposed  returning  forthwith  to 
the  Major's  house  at  ChisselforJ,  and  by  dint 
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of  great  persuasion  they  prevailed  upon 
Colonel  Anderson  also  to  accompany  them 
there. 

It  was  in  yain  however  that  they  strove  to 
raise  his  spirits.  He  seemed  stunned  with  the 
last  blow  his  affairs  had  received,  which  he 
could  only  contemplate  as  terminating  in  his 
total  ruin. 

These  bitter  thoughts,  preying  as  they  un- 
ceasingly did  upon  his  mind,  were  producing  a 
visible  effect  upon  his  constitution.  The  in- 
terval of  a  few  weeks  seemed  to  have  accom- 
plished the  work  of  twice  as  many  years. 
His  visage  became  pale  and  emaciated,  and 
the  tall,  upright  figure  for  which  he  had  been 
so  remarkable,  was  beginning  to  assume  the 
bended  form  of  advanced  years — whilst  his 
silent,  abstracted  air  was  in  painful  contrast 
with  his  former  lively  manner.  In  a  word, 
he  seemed,  if  possible,  more  overcome  with 
the  prospect  of  his  present  reverses,  than  he 
had  been  with  all  bis  previous  misfortunes. 
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Yet  if  the  kind  sympathy  of  sincere  friends 
could  have  proved  any  solaoe  to  him  m  his 
troubles,   these   at   least  were  not   wanting. 
Both  Mr.  Gubbina  and  Major  Bodd  had  alwap 
regarded  their  old  Colonel  with   feelings  oi 
affection  and  respect,  and  had  received  many 
important    fiavonrs    at    his    hands:   added  to 
which,  they  not  only  enjoyed  his  society,  but 
also  felt  no  inconsiderable  degree  of  pride  at 
the  degree  of  intimacy  a  man  of  such  acknow- 
ledged  elegance  and  refinement  was  pleased 
to  admit   them  to,  and  which  for  so  many 
years  had    uninterruptedly    ensted  between 
them.    With  these  his  retired  brother  officers 
he    would   ever    be   treated    as    a  welcome 
guest,  and  this  he  fully  believed ;  but  at  the 
same  time  the  idea  of  living  a  dependant  npon 
the  bounty  of  his  friends,  was  insupportable  to 
a  man  of  his  proud  spirit. 

As  he  had  ever  shown  a  strong  predilection 
for  our  hero's  society,  the  hospitable  little 
Major  had  arranged  with  Jack  that  he  shonld 
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join  their  party  aboat  the  middle  of  December, 
and  as  Mr.  Laygent  would  at  the  same  time 
be  in  the  neighbourhood,  for  the  purpose  of 
superintending  repairs,  and  receiving  rents 
and  so  forth  in  his  capacity  of  steward  to  the 
Duke  of  Westford,  who  was  possessed  of  con- 
siderable property  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
he  also  had  promised  so  to  manage  matters  as 
to  dedicate  some  portion  of  his  time  to  his 
friends  at  Chisselford. 

The  day  on  which  Jack  was  expected,- 
and  which  was  about  three  weeks  prior  to  the 
scone  that  took  place  at  Thomington  we  at- 
tempted to  describe  in  the  preceeding  chapter, 
proved  a  very  raw  and  cold  one^  but  furnished 
excellent  shooting  in  the  marshes  below  the 
Major's  house.  In  consequence  of  this,  the 
little  man-of-war  and  Mr.  Laygent ,  according 
to  previous  appointment,  met  at  a  celebrated 
bog  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  purstung  their 
sport  idong  a  considerable  district  of  low 
ground  had   gradually  drawn  towards  home. 
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The  Eptsti  hid  proved  exodlent,  both  hi 
knocked  over  seTenI  snipei,  m  few  rtny  pir- 
tridgesy  a  couple  of  wild  dock,  and  a 
teal,  and  were  pleaaed  with  the  ezeeatioB 
they  had  adiieyed^  which  had  indiieed 
them  to  penevere  in  the  poisoit  until  the 
closing  in  of  the  evening;  when  onaUe 
to  see  any  longer  to  shoot  they  bodi  agnd 
it  was  beoonw  hi|^  time  to  pat  thar 
best  foot  foremost;  otherwise  Mr.  GiAbiBB, 
.who  had  remained  behind  to  dfive  Jack  over 
the  seven  miles  of  cross  road,  and  who,  with 
his  gnesty  was  sopposed  to  have  retnraed  at 
least  an  hour  previonalyy  would  probably  be 
fonnd  in  no  very  gentle  mood  at  being  kept 
waiting  so  long  for  his  dinner-nme  of  the 
few  events  that  had  the  elect  of  raffling  the 
equanimity,  of  Mr.  Gobbin's  otherwise  ez- 
ceedin^y  truiqiul  temper. 

On  reaching  home,  however,  it  was  fomid 
that  Mr.  Gnbbins,  and  the  expected  goeat  had 
not    arrived;    but  the  Major   weil4mo«rtog 
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that  his  kte  comrade  in  arms  was  not  likely 
to  waste  much  time  upon  the  road,  when  he 
knew  there  was  a  dinner  awaiting  his  atrival 
at  the  end  of  it,  and  being  himself  exceed- 
ingly sharp  set,  he  gave  orders  to  dish  up  the 
dinner  at  the  end  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour :  a 
period  he  and  his  fellow  sportsman  had  al* 
lowed  themsdres  for  the  purpose  of  shifting 
their  toggery,  as  the  little  Major  was  pleased 
to  style  it.  This  quarter  of  an  hour  however 
passed  also  away,  and  also  another,  and  still 
they  came  not. 

''  Here  they  are,  I  believci  at  last,"  said 
Mr.  Laygent,  ^'  who  for  some  five  minutes 
past  had  been  listening  most  attentively,  and 
at  the  same  time  eyeing  the  covers^  the 
savoury  steams  escapiiig  from  under  them 
serving  still  further  ta  sharpen  his  appetite. 

*'  Nothing  but  the  wind  growling  through 
the  old  trees,  I'm  sorry  to  say,"  said  the 
Major. 

''  Hark  again,''  observed  the  solicitor  after 
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a  short  pause.     ''  Don!t  you  fancy  you  heir 
the  sound  of  wheels,  Colonel?" 

''  Did  either  of  you  speak  to  me?"  asked 
the  Colonel  vacantly. 

'*  Yes,  to  be  sure  we  did/'  answered  Lay- 
gent.  *^  I  was  hoping  your  ears  might  be 
clearer  than  mine,  for  blading  away  right  tad 
left  as  I  Ve  done  to-day,  has  produced  a  kind  of 
sin^ng  in  my  head — so  that  my  ears  kept  de- 
ceiving me;  I  believe  too  Pm  beginning  to 
get  a  little  deaf;  but  my  nose  I  don't  think 
does,  for  that  tells  me  very  plainly  that  what- 
ever it  may  be  that's  under  the  top  cover,  it 
certainly  has  a  most  appetinng  savour." 

^'  It's  stewed  beef,"  answered  the  Major, 
'<  which  111  bade  Molly,  my  M  €0(d[,  todo 
against  all  Christendom,  though  you  most 
leave  some  space  for  the  teal»and  her  macaroni 
I  don't  think  you'll  find  amiss." 

"  I  think  it's  a  great  pity  that  any  one  of 
these  good  things  should   be  allowed  to  get 


THB   TBRBE  STUDENTa.  241 

cold  before  we  pronounce  our  judgment  upon 
them,"  observed  Mr.  Laygent,  '^  for  by  so 
doing  we  run  a  risk  of  doing  injustice  to 
Molly's  skill." 

^*  Then  come  along — come  along,"  said  thr 
Major  with  a  sly  wink  of  the  eye>  ^'  I  am  noi 
the  man  to  see  injustice  done  to  any  thing 
or  any  body  either;  so,  I  say,  let's  set  to 
at  once.  Come  along.  Colonel,  my  hearty 
old  brick,  shove  round  your  jolly  boat  this 
way,  will  ye ;  .  for  I'll  tell  you  both,  that 
however  right  it  may  be  to  mortify  the  flesh, 
it's  little  less  than  sin  to  spoil  good  meat." 

Iiaygent  and  the  Major  certainly  made  a  very 
hearty  meal,  and  did  ample  justice  to  Molly's 
cookery,  if  consuming  a  great  quantity  and 
expatiating  on  its  excellence  is  to  be  so  con- 
sidered ;  but  the  poor  Coloi^el  was  too  un- 
happy to  possess  an  appetite,  and  all  his  good- 
natured*  endeavours  to  appear  cheerful  proved 
such  utter  failures,  that  the  very  attempt  had 

VOL.  Ill  M 


242  THE  THRBE  STUDEimi 

the  effect  of  casting  a  gloom  over  his  com- 
panions, wbo^  although  seated  in  as  snug  an 
apartment  and  beside  as  fine  a  dear  blasiag 
wood  fire,  with  some  excellent  wine  as  aaj  two 
tired  sportsmen  could  desire,  and  walnuts  before 
them,  yet  continued  to  drink  the  one  and 
crack  the  other  in  almost  moody  sUenoe,  only 
now  and  then  broken  by  expressions  of  wonder 
as  to  what  could  have  become  of  Gubbins. 
At  length,  without  any  prerious  sound  of 
wheels  or  other  warning  the  door  opened,  and 
in  walked  our  hero. 

'*  Jack,  by  jingo,"  exclaimed  the  Colond, 
his  countenance  suddenly  lighting  up  into 
cheerfulness,  as  he  hastily  arose  from  bis  sett, 
and  running  forwards,  shook  hands  heartily 
with  his  young  friend,  whose  happy  looking 
countenance,  beaming  with  health  and  good 
humour,  seemed  instantaneously  to  have 
imparted  some  portion  of  its  enliTening  in* 
fluence  to  his  derjeoted  old  fnand. 
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^WeU,  Tm  really  glad  to  see  yoa're 
Brriyed  at  last/*  sud  the  Major,  ^*but  what) 
by  all  the  powerr  of  procrastination,  could  have 
kept  both  of  ye  so  long  upon  the  road  ?" 

^  Both  of  whom  7"  asked  Jack,  in  evident 
surprise.  ^*  I  came  all  the  way  from  the  Goose 
and  Gridiron,  by  myself,  and  never  fell  in 
with  a  single  soul,  during  the  whole  dis-^ 
tancel" 

**  What,  hav'nt  you  come  on  with  Gubbins, 
then?^'  demanded  the  major. 

*' No,"  replied  Jack,  "Vye  seen  nothing  of 
himP 

**  The  deuce  you  haven't,"  thought  the  little 
major;  but  these  thoughts  he  expressed  in  a 
ehrill  and  protracted  whistle. 


M    3 
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CHAPTEK  XIV- 


CONTAINING  SUNDRY  DEEP  PLOTS  WHICH  THK 
READER  MUST  PERUSE  THE  CHAPTER  THROrOH 
TO   ARRIVE  AT  THE  BOTTOM  OF. 


*'0h!  I've  such  news,  Augusta!**  cxclrumed 
Master  Ernest  Adolphus  Dobson,  rashioginto 
the  room  and  addressing  his  sister,  who,  ac- 
cording to  her  usual  moming'B  custom  was  re- 
clining on  a  sofa  poring  over  a  novel  ^  Oh! 
such  news  I"  continued  the  youth ;  ^  the  flat 
has  fairly  taken  the  bait,  and  I  doubt  not  wiQ 
soon  be  hooked  fast  enough  I" 
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^^  What  do  you  mean?"  demanded  Miss 
Augusta ;  but  suspecting  at  the  same  timei  what 
the  nature  of  the  news  was  to  be,  she  added, 
with  aknost  breathless  eagerness^  ''What,  Mr. 
ixerald  Vanbrunner — aye  ?    Is  it  so?" 

Ernest  Adolphus  nodded^  and  laughed  affir- 
matively. 

"  Oh !  how  delightful !"  said  Miss  Augussa, 
jumping  off  the  sofa,  and  throwing  aside  hei 
book ;  *'  do  tell  me  all  about  it." 

^'  Why,  what  I  know  is^  that  Mr.  Gerald 
Vanbrunner  has  just  walked  down  the  street 
arm  in  arm  between  Miss  Bdasco  and  Mr. 
White — Miss  hold  of  one  arm,  and  Mr.  hold 
of  the  other,  and  no  mistake,  as  Major  Rodd 
used  to  say." 

''  And  all  our  doing  too — isn't  it  capital  ?** 
exclaimed  Miss  Augusta,  clapping  her  hands 
with  delight. 

And  now  we  ought  to  state  how  it  came 
to  past  that  Miss   Augusta  and  her  brother 
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had,  ae  they  aaid,  brooght  about  this  uiez- 
pected  intimacjT. 

It  appears  that  Master  Sanest  Adolphoa, 
who  had  a  singular  predilection  for  listening  to 
conversation  that  w^is  not  addressed  ioUD> 
had,  on  some  occaMon  or  other,  overhetrd 
Mr.  Twaddle  and  Mr.  Gerald  Yanbromier 
speaking  of  the  beauty  of  Mr.  Whitens  ward, 
as  Billy  Twaddle  was  pleased  to  caH  her;  with 
whose  appearance,  Mr»  Gerald  Yanbrnnner  hid, 
it  seems,  been  very  much  struckatamomiogoon* 
eert  which  had  taken  place  afewdayspvenoMlj; 
and  the  latter  gentleman  was  induced  tobelieTe 
from  a  very  bright  pair  of  dark  eyes  often  meet* 
ing  his  own  most  unmeaning  ones,  and  then 
in  slight  confusion  averted,  that  he  had  mads  a 
veryfav<Nrableimpres8ion,ifnot  achieved  an  actual 
conquest.  Being  unaware  of  the  presence  of  a 
third  person  he  expressed  thisconvictioninprettj 
plain  terms,  bat  at  the  same  time,  in  confidence, 
to  Mr.  Twaddle  in  the  subscription  library  at 
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liongpassdge  ;  when  the  latter,  sickened  at  the 
foolish  young  man's  vanity,  oonsidered  him  a 
Tery  fair  subject  for  a  hoax;  and,  therefore, 
congratulated  him  on  his  good  fortune;  inform- 
ing him  at  the  same  time,  that  this  Miss 
Belasco  was  the  only  heiress  of  the  wealthy 
banker  of  the  name,  who  had  died  a  year 
or  80  before,  and  who  was  supposed  rich 
enough  to  have  purchased,  at  least,  one  half  the 
national  debt.  Strange  to  say,  Mr.  Gerald  was 
thoroughly  gulled,  and  left  his  infornyant's  pre- 
sence believing  every  one  of  the  lies  he  had  told 
him. 

Now^this  hoax — if  Master  Ernest  Adol- 
pbus  had  not  been  let  into  the  secret — would 
probably  have  been  carried  no  farther;  but 
when  he  related  the  circumstance  to  his  sis- 
ters, they  all  agreed  that  it  never  would  do 
to  let  matters  rest  where  they  then  were. 
So  after  several  schemes  being  suggested  for 
keeping  the  thing  moving,  they  at  last  hit 
upon  a  plan— one  by  no  means  new  to  them 
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*>To  tke  WMt  lovdy  ud  enebutiig 
of  her  wz: 

'^Hopii^  the  onerof  thooelovely  ejet  wUdk 
haTemidefiodeqiMidkgdngMiimpfeaBOBOPPy 
heart  will   torpre  my    boUnces.      LoTe,  aO 
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powerful  love,  drives  me  on — unkindness  on 
your  part  would  drive  me  to  despair — I  am 
a  young  man,  and  shall  have  twenty  thousand 
a-year  when  my  father  dies — and  he  is  by  no 
means  a  strong  man.  Don't  think  me,  there- 
fore, a  needy  fortune-hunter.  If  you  were 
penny  less,  I  should  adore  you  just  the 
same.  As  I  hav'nt  the  honor  to  know  Mr. 
White,  and  moreover,  hear,  that  he  is  deter- 
mined to  keep  you  single  as  long  he  can ;  don't 
deny  me  an  interview  in  the  shrubbery  by  the 
brook  side  at  one  o'clock  on  Tuesday  next,  as 
I  know  Mr.  White  will,  that  day,  be  absent 
from  home  at  the  sale  of  General  Stewart's 
horses.  And  now  in  conclusion,'pardon  and  for- 
give me.  Love  has  spurred  me  on,  and  I  am  in  a 
terrible  way  lest  you  should  think  lightly  of 
me  for  the  course  I  have  taken.  If  you  love 
me,  come.  Kypu  love  me  sincerely,  show  it  not 
only  by  coming,  but  also  by  never  alluding  in 
any  way  to  this,  my  letter,  If  you  ever  allude 
M  5 
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to  it,  I  Bhall  suspect  the  aixioerity  of  yoar  atleeb^ 
ment 

**  Year  ever  affectionate 

•*  G.  v." 

MisB  Belasco's  supposed  letter. 

^'  Interesting  stranger. 

^'I  tremble  whilst  I  write,  and  writing 
tremble.  Blame  me  not  too  early.  Young  aa 
I  am,  and  placed  under  the  control  of  a  goar- 
dian  who  wishes  me  to  form  no  aoquaintance 
with  sbgle  gentlemen,  I  yet  feel  I  want  a  pro- 
tector. My  guardian,  I  fear,  is  interested.  I 
saw  how  Undly  you  looked  upon  me  at  the 
concert  the  other  morning,  and  believe  me 
the  feeting  was  reciprocaL  I  shall  walk  in 
the  shriiWi>ery  near  the  brook  on  Tueaday  next 
about  one  a^ clock,  as  my  uncle  will  then  be 
attending  the  sale  of  General  Stewart's  horses^ 
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I  am  in  agony,  lest  you  abould  think  lightly  of 
me  for  the  course  I  have  taken.  If  you  love 
me  come.  If  you  love  me  sincerely^  show  it 
by  coming,  and  by  never  alluding  in  any  way 
to  this  my  letter.  If  you  ever  allude  to  it  I  shall 
suspect  the  sincerity  of  your  attachment, 

^*  Yovacs,  (Oh  I  say  not  indiscreet) 

"  C.  B-." 

^  But  I  say,  Augusta,  both  letters  conclude 
in  the  same  words,"  suggested  Master  Ernest 
AdolphuSk 

*'  No  matter  for  that,"  said  his  sister,  *^  for  if 
they  either  of  them  ever  allude  to  the  letters 
the  plot  becomes  smashed  altogether,  and  if  they 
don't)  why  then  some  parts  of  them  being  alike 
cannot  of  course  be  of  the  slightest  consequence. 
Don't  you  recollect  the  old  saying,  ^  what's 
good  for  goose  is  good  for  gander,'  so  what's 
likely  to- deceive  the  one  will  probably  take  in 
the  other.    All  therefore  we  now  have  to  do  is 


252  THE   THBE£  STtTDENT^ 

to  give  tizpence  to  some  ragged  boj  to  leave 
Miss  Belasco's  note  at  Mrs.  Moddle's  the 
Milliner^  where  she'll  be  sure  to  call  in  the 
coarse  of  the  morningy  and  Mr.  Gerald  Van- 
brunaer'a  we  can  leave  for  him  at  one  of  his 
aanta  where  he  ia  now  staying,  some  time 
or  other  after  dark  this  evening. 

These  baits,  as  Master  Ernest  Adolpbus 
was  pleased  to  style  them,  were  readily  swal- 
lowed. Both  parties  believed  the  letters  to  be 
genuine,  and  both  were  delighted  as  well  tf 
flattered  with  their  contents.  The  resalt  wtf 
that  the  proposed  interview  took  place  at 
the  appointed  time,  and  the  epistles  acconUog 
to  request  were  not  alluded  to  by  either  partj. 
Now  as  the  young  lady  proved  by  no  means 
shy  or  bashful,  their  intimacy  advanced  at 
perfect  railroad  speed,  and  in  the  coarse  of 
conversation  she  intimated  to  him  that  flbe 
didn't  fancy  he  would  find  any  great  difficoltf 
in  being  admitted  as  a  visiter  to  Mr.  White's 
house,  if  he  could  only  procure  an  introductioo, 
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or  in  fact  any  pretext  for  calling  upon  him ; 
which  of  course  his  station  in  society  entitled 
him  to  do  in  the  usual  way  of  one  gentleman 
calling  upon  another  who  comes  to  reside  in 
his  own  neighbourhood. 

The  discrepancy  between  this  statement  and 
her  supposed  letter,  strange  as  it  may  seem, 
did  not  arouse  Mr.  Gerald  Yanbrunner's  sus- 
picionsy  who  replied — 

"  That  I'll  manage  never  fear  my  lovely 
one.. .Ill  call  to-morrow  never  fear/'  and  just 
as  he  had  so  said,  a  smart  hail  shower  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  cutting  short  the 
interview. 

^'To-morrow  then  we  meet  at  Phillippi," 
said  Mr.  Gerald,  as  he  turned  away  after 
modesly  bidding  her  farewell. 

'<  Where's  that  ?"  said  Miss  Belasco,  ''  not 
far  off  I  hope." 

*'  Oh  no  love,  at  Mr.  White's  own  house  to 
be  sure.    I've  news  to  tell  him  that  will  insure 
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my  welcome  there-^only  this  neyer  occarred 
to  me  before." 

<'  Bat  White*8  houae  k  called  Eagle  CmUc 
ian't  it?*'  obeerred  the  young  lady. 

<<Ye8,  it  if,"  repUed  Mr.  Genld  Van. 
bronneri  rather  surprised  it  must  be  eonieieed 
at  her  ignoraaoe.  it  wasn't  that  exactly,  but 
a4iemr 

Here  the  shower  increased  to  such  a  degiee 
at  to  cut  short  his  intended  explanation,  so 
again  bidding  each  other  a  hurried  adieu>  the 
lovers  separated. 

Mr.  Gerald  Vanbrunner  was  not  out  in  his 
reckoning  when  he  said  he  could  impart  such 
news  to  Mr.  White  as  would  insure  him 
a  welcome  reception;  nor  was  it  the  firrt 
information  of  the  kind  Mr.  Oerald  had  com- 
municated in  the  same  quarter.  We  stated  before 
that  Mr.  White  had  received  intelligence  firom 
someanonymous  correspondent  that  his  wife  was 
living  with  Jack  in  his  chambers  at  Gray's 
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Ihd.  That  correepondent  was  no  other  than 
Mr.  Gerald  Vanbrunner,  who,  as  we  before 
stated,  occupied  a  set  of  chambers  on  the 
floor  immediately  above  those  of  our  hero. 

On  hb  return  to  town  after  his  iVuitless 
errand  into  Cornwall^  he  chanced  to  hear  there 
was  a  lady  to  whom,  some  mystery  was  at- 
tached residing  in  the  chambers  below«  which 
caused  him  to  direct  more  than  ordinary  atten- 
tion to  the  premises ;  and  one  day,  whilst  in 
the  gardens  he  recognized  poor  Charbtte, 
whom  he  had  often  seen  at  Longpassage  stand- 
ing at  one  of  the  windows. 

By  that  very  post  he  forwarded  an  anony- 
mous commqnication  to  that  effect  to 
her  husband.  We  also  mentioned  that  this 
unfortunate  young  creature  just  previously  to 
Dawkins  carrying  her  off  had  been  alarmed  by 
the  appearance  of  a  man  looking  into  the 
apartment.  That  man  also  was  Mr.  Gerald 
Vanbrunner,  who  being  then  more  than  half 
drunk,  between  tbe  imperfect  light,  bis  own 
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defective  vision,  and  the  clouded  state  of  hb 
intellectSy  actually  mistook  Dawkins  for  our 
hero,  to  whom  he  bore  no  greater  resemblance 
than  he  did  to  Mr.  Qerald  Yanbrunner  hioi- 
aelf.  Under  this  erroneous  impresnon,  the 
eavesdropper  favoured  Mr.  White  with  a 
second  anonymous  letter,  containing  a  particu- 
lar account  of  all  he  had  witnessed,  including 
also  what  took  place  in  Gray's  Inn  Lane, 
which  he  had  obtained  a  full  view  of  whikt 
concealed  in  a  dark  passage  opposite;  altboi^h 
he  had  not  the  humanity  to  assist  poor  old 
Martha,  who,  as  we  before  mentioned,  lay 
stunned  and  insensible  in  the  street;  from 
whence  she  was  at  length  conveyed  to  the 
nearest  hospital.  What  became  of  her 
afterwards,  Mr.  Gerald  Yanbrunner  neither 
knew  nor  cared. 

This  last  letter  brought  Mr.  White  to 
London,  who  proceeded  to  Jack's  apartment!, 
but  finding  them  empty,  and  Mr.  PUbber 
pretending  utter  ignorance  of  every  thin^  his 
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farther  inquiries  were  stopped  in  that  quarter, 
he  not  being  aware  that  the  latter  gentleman 
was  in  the  remotest  degree  concerned  in  the 
proceedings  against  him,  then  pending  in  the 
ecclesiastical  court,  which  had  all  along 
been  carried  on  in  the  name  of  a  proctor — 
Mr.  Phibber's  name  in  fact  not  appearing  in 
them  in  any  one  instance. 

Without  the  assistance  of  his  anonymous 
correspondent,  or  at  any  rate  some  further 
evidence,  Mr.  White  had  no  chance  of  obtain- 
ing  a  yerdict,  and  to  have  failed  in  this  wQuld 
have  annoyed  him  exceedingly,  as  he  was 
thirsting  to  be  revenged  for  the  supposed 
injury  he  had  received  from  our  hero.  When 
therefore  Mr.  Gerald  Vanbrunner  did  Mr. 
White  the  honor  of  waiting  upon  him,  and 
revealed  to  him  what  he  actually  believed  he 
was  an  eye  witness  to,  Mr.  White  received 
him  most  graciously  —  insisted  upon  his  stay- 
ing to  dine,  and  from  that  time  the  greatest 
intimacy  sprung  up  between  them. 
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Mr.  Gerald  being  therefore  allowed  to  haag 
up  his  hat,  and  make  himself  comfortable  at 
Eagle  Castle,  whenever  he  thought  proper, 
took  care  to  avail  himself  of  the  opporfcuoitjr 
this  afforded  to  make  fierce  love  to  Mias 
Belasco.  Thus  it  came  to  pass,  that 
through  the  manceuvring  of  the  Dobsons 
an  intimacy  was  brought  about  betweeo 
parties,  whom  any  person  who  knew  rnnch  of 
either  of  them  would  have  pronounced  u 
next  to  impossible. 

Just  as  Master  Ernest  Adolphus  had  com* 
municated  this  intelligence,  the  voice  of  Billy 
Twaddle  in  conversation  with  Mrs.  Dobaoa 
was  heard  ascending  the  staurs,  and  the  oeit 
moment  that  gentleman  and  lady  entered  the 
room. 

'<  Only  think,  Augusta,"  said  Mis.  Dobsos. 
**  Mr.  Twaddle  has  just  been  telling  0« 
that  he  is  certain  Mr.  White  does  not  intend 
to  proceed  any  further  in  his  prseecotion 
against  Colonel  DawkinsP 
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**  Indeed  T'  ezolakned  Miss  Augusta  in  sur- 
prise. ''  What  not  after  his  forging  his  name 
for  three  thousand  pounds?" 

*^  Oh,  no»  Miss  Augusta,  you  are  much  de- 
ceived as  to  the  amount,"  observed  Billy 
Twaddle.  ^'Dawkins  merely  altered  a  cheque 
White  had  given  him  for  fifty  pounds  into 
ono  for  three  times  the  amount,  by  writing 
one  hundred  before  the  fifty,  that  was  all." 

^*  And  quite  enough  too,  I  should  think," 
said  Mrs.  Dobson,  ^'  and  now  they*ve  caught 
him,  for  he  was  actually  taken  on  board  the 
packet  just  as  she  was  about  to  start.  I 
don't  think  Mr.  White  will  be  the  man  to 
let  him  go  again.  Besides  Mr.  Dobson  tells 
me  White  is  bound  over  in  a  heavy  sum,  I 
think  he  said  twenty  thousand  pounds  to  at^ 
tend  and  prosecute." 

'^  No,  no,  my  dear  Ma'am,  nothing  like  it,"  in- 
terrupted Twaddle,  "  nothing  like  it,  I  assure 
you ;  one  hundred  pounds  is  all  White  is  bound 
over  in." 


260  THE   THREE    STUDENTS. 

^'  Well,  and  Vm  sure  he's  too  fond  of  moaej 

to    part   with   that,    though    to   be  sure  he 

might  forfeit  it  in  order  to  save  an  intimate 

.friend    from    the    gallows/'    rejoined   Mrs. 

Dobson. 

''  And  that's  the  game,  111  bet  any  money, 
White's  about  to  play,'"  resumed  Billy 
Twaddle,  "  you  know  the  old  Bailey  Sesaons 
at  which  Dawkins  is  to  be  tried  oommence 
to-morrow.  And  this  morning  White  is  said 
to  be  taken  alarmingly  ill,  and  so  up  goes, 
a  medical  certificate  from  Dr.  Mc  Quackle^ 
that  the  patient  is  too  ill  to  be  moved  without 
danger  to  his  life,  as  well  as  mentally  incapa- 
citated from  giving  evidence  if  produced— all 
a  sham,  as  I'll  show  you  directly.  Now  it 
so  happened  that  this  very  morning  Dr.  Man- 
gles was  going  to  visit  a  patient  at  Colonel 
Maynard's,  and  as  I  wanted  to  make  a  call 
there,  I  got  the  doctor  to  give  me  a  lift  in  his 
carriage.  The  doctor  having  also  to  pay  a 
visit  to  old  Mother  Tweedle — ^by  the  way  she'i 
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booked,  she  won't  see  Christmas — but  never 
mind  that — her  place  is,  as  you  know,  close  to 
Eagle  Castle,  and  so  bj  way  of  doing  the 
civil,  and  seeing  how  the  land  lay  in  that 
qaarter,  I  thoaght  I^d  just  look  in  and  inquire 
after  the  sick  child  of  Israel,  whilst  the  doctor 
was  seeing  his  old  woman  over  the  way. 
Well,  no  sooner  did  I  enter  the  shrubbery 
gate,  than  who  should  I  see  within  a  short 
distance  of  me  but  Mr.  White  himself,  hearty 
and  well  to  all  appearance,  walking  with  and 
talking  to  Sharper,  his  attorney.  Luckily 
they  were  so  engaged  that  I  beat  my  retreat 
without  their  perceiving  me ;  but  putting  one 
thing  against  another,  I  think  I  can  see  the 
drift.  White's  too  ill,  don't  you  see,  to  at^ 
tend — the  case  is  tried  without  him — ^evidence 
falls  short  of  proof — prisoner's  acquitted. 
That's  my  idea  of  the  matter.  What  do  you 
think,  eh  I  my  dear  Ma'am  ?" 

"  It  looks  very  like  it  indeed !"  replied  Mrs. 
Pobson. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


WHICH    PARTLY    EZPIiAINS    THE  CAUSE  OF  MB« 
OUBBtNS'  ABSENCE. 


*^  I  can't  imagine^'^  observed  the  Major,  ^'bow 
you  and  Oubbins  could  have  missed  etch 
other.  You  say  yoa  came  by  the  Isdcb  the 
whole  way?" 

^'  Yes,"  answered  Jack. 

'*  And  there  was  no  other  road  he  covld 
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possibly  have  driven  the  rattletrap  over/'  re- 
samed  the  little  man-of-war. 

**  Now  you  mention  a  rattletrap/'  said  Jack, 
*'  I  did  see  something  of  that  kind.*' 

'*  Indeed  1  where  ?"  asked  the  Major  and 
Laygent  in  the  same  breath. 

*'  By  the  road  side,  but  there  was  neither 
man  nor  horse  attached  to  it^"  replied  Jack, 
'^  filling  his  glass  and  passing  round  the 
bottles. 

*'  Not  oyerset,  I  hope,"  said  the  Colonel 
^^  Ob,  no  nothing  of  the  kind,"  answered  Jack, 
'^  though  its  position  and  appearance  at  the 
place  where  I  found  it  surprised  me  a  little  I 
must  confess.  It  was  drawn  up  close  to  the 
hedge  at  the  comer  by  the  lane  leading  to 
Chilton  downs,  and  the  harness  was  thrown 
into  it." 

**  Was  it  painted  green?"  asked  the  Major. 

'^  It  was,"  said  Jack,  '^  a  very  dark  green 
and  with  black  wheels." 

'<  Our  trap  for  a  pound,"  said  the  Major* 
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Here  the  shrill  sound  of  a  dog  whUtle  was 
distinctly  heard. 

''  That's  the  man  and  no  mistake,"  said  the 
Major* 

''  Then  Fm  afraid  you'll  find  he  has  made 
one,"  observed  Mr,  Laygent^  "  for  it's  evident 
he  must  have  left  the  buggy  behind  himJ' 

"  Hillo  1  here  toy  boys  I've  a  caught  the  old 
fox,"  vras  heard  in  the  well  known  aoceots  of 
Mr.  Gubbins  without,  "  come  here,  I  »J> 
and  open  the  front  door  that's  a  good  chap, 
Yer  Major — Major^  dash'd  if  I  don't  show 
ye  what  a  precious  catch  I've  made— a  ^ghfc 
to  cure  sore  eyes  I  promise  ye.  Colonel) 
my  jolly  old  buck.  Hurrah,  I  say,  Colonel, 
for  gosh  I've  a  got  nn  this  time,  andnomis* 
take,  as  the  Major  saye." 

All  parties  curious  to  witness  GroblMna'B 
capture  hurried  to  the  front  door,  on  opening 
which,  to  the  great  surprise  of  all,  in  marched 
that  gentleman  up  to  his  middle  in  mud,  drag- 
ging in  another  person  literally  be-mired  firom 
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head  to  foot,  but  even  this  proved  an  insuffi- 
cient di^uise— all  present  instantly  reoognised 
the  captive. 

It  was  Mr.  Cobrobyn. 

"  Permit  me,  sir,  to  introduee  you  amongst 
your  old  acquuntanoe/'   swd  Mr,    Gubbins, 
turning  towards  the  trembling  culprit;  ^^ Co- 
lonel,   don't  you   recollect    this    gentlemen? 
I    was  a  thinking  you  might  might  ha'  for- 
gotten him,  it's  so  long  since  you've  met,  seen, 
or  heard  of  each  other.     Now,  b'aint   you  a 
pretty  chap,  I  don't  think  ?*'  asked  Oubbins, 
looking  the  crest-fallen  attorney  full  in  the 
face,  who  was    so  overcome  with  shame  and 
conscious  gnilt,  that  he  would  have  fallen  pros^ 
trate    had  not  Jack  ran  forward  and  placed 
one  of  the  hall  chairs  behind  him,  into  which 
he  dropped  in  as  miserable  a  plight,  as   the 
most  malicious  of  mankind  could  wish  to  see 
his  direst  foe. 

**  Come,  come,"  said  Gubbins,  *' it's  no  good 
your  sitting  there  with  your  teeth  a  chattering ; 
VOL.  la.  N 
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open  7our  jaw  and  let's  know  what  70a' ve  done 
with  all  your  master's  money." 

The  person  addressed  either  ooold  not,  or 
would  not,  vouchsafe  a  reply. 

**  He  seems  hardly  in  a  fit  state  to  assizer, 
or  even  to  understand  our  questions,"  obeenred 
Jack,  "  only  see  the  wretched  condition  he's 
in. 

"  Cunning  as  a  fox — don*t  ye  trust  'un,"  in- 
terposed Gubbins.  **  Shammed  ftunt,  he  £d, 
as  I  was  a  lugging  of  'un  along — asks  me  let 
'un  sit  down  and  rest  a  few  minutes  upon  a 
stile ;  and  while  I  goes  to  get  a  drink  of  water 
in  the  stream  a  yard  or  two  off|  my  gentleman 
ups  with  his  heels  and  ^ves  me  a  pretty  tight 
run  across  the  meddy  before  I  catches  'oo 
again.  Blow'd  if  he  did'nt  earn  the  dig  in  the 
ear  I  gid  'un.  Dash'd  if  I  was*nt  nigh  msd 
enough  to  have  knock'd  his  gallows  head  o£ 
Come  old  chap,  are  ye  going  to  give  an  answer, 
or  no?" 

*'  Aly  answer  is,"  said  Cobrobyn,  "  that  you 
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bave  no  warrant  either  to  arrest  me  or  to  de- 
tain me  here.  If  the  Colonel  is  dbsatisfied 
with  my  proceedings  let  him  resort  to  his  le^al 
remedies," 

^^  Which  he  will  certainly  do  by  prasecating 
yon  for  embezzlement/*  said  Mr.  Laygent* 
The  dishonest  steward  started  and  turned  yet 
more  deadly  pale  npon  recognising  Mr, 
Laygent;  for  he  had,  before  this,  averted 
his  eyes  from  every  one,  though  painfully 
conscious  that  he  was  in  the  presence  of 
some  persons  at  least,  whom,  of  all  others,  he 
was  in  the  greatest  dread  of  meeting.  He  felt 
now  thoroughly  beaten — every  point  of  escape 
being  apparently  dosed  against  him.  Seeing 
therefore,  how  fain  it  wa9  to  ei^pect  to  carry 
matters  with  a  high  hand,  he  ne^^t  tried  the  op- 
posite extreme,  and  throwing  himself  at  the 
Colonel's  feet,  in  the  most  abject  terms,  prayed 
his  forgiveness, 

'^  Come  along,  come  along,*'  interrupted  the 
Major,   *^  all  thb  may  be  fine  acting,  but  to^ 
a  3 
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morrow  we  must  to  bufliness-^sOj  Colone],  iiidi 
your  permission,  we  will  have  Mr.  Cobrobp 
taken  proper  care  o£  He  afaall  have  a  dry  bed 
to  lie  on  in  the  inner  attic,  wliere  we  shall  be 
sure  to  find  our  bird  safe  in  the  morning;  for 
I'll  defy  him  to  fly  out  of  the  window,  as  that 
happens. ..thanks  to  Mr.  Pitt.. .to  have  been 
bricked  up  for  the  last  twenty  years.  Tho- 
mas and  the  Mastiff  shall  sleep  in  the  room 
outside ;  and  as  a  dry  shirt  is  all  he'll  want  for 
the  night ;  we'll  take  care  of  his  clothes  and 
get  them  aired  and  the  mud  brushed  off  them 
against  the  morning. 

^' And  get  this  yer  mended  too,  I  dur  say," 
said  Mr.  Gubblns,  taking  a  torn  and  bemired 
waistcoat  from  the  shooting-jacket  pocket  be 
then  wore,  and  displaying  it  to  the  compaQy, 
who  were  certainly  rather  surprised  at  its  sin- 
gular appearance ;  for  in  addition  to  its  torn 
and  dirty  appearance,  several  narrow  stripe  of 
paper  were  detected  in  the  broken  parts.** 
*'  Queer  enough,"  observed  the  Major, "  rhy, 
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by  all  the  powers  of  pettifogging,  if  here  isn't 
an  attorney's  waistcoat  lined  with  writs  and 
eubposnas  P' 

**  I  was  took  in  just  the  aame  way  at  fust, 
said  Mr.   Gnbbins,  '*  he  and  I  had  bit  of  a 
scrimmage  before  1  pinned  an  ;  for  I  fonnd  an 
as  slippery  as  a  heel ;  so  in  keeping  my  hold 
fast,  away  goes  some  of  the  toggery^  and  then 
I  sees    the    paper    looking,  as  yon  say,   like 
writs    or    sabpoeners— which  pnt  me  in  mind 
of  the    player    chap    in    Giles  Blazes,  what 
lined   has  coat  with   pky  bills-^till  looking  a 
little  closer,  I  finds  oat  what  they  be ;  and  if 
yoa^U  do  the  same*  you'll  see  they're  drafts,  or 
what  d'ye  call  ums  on  bankers  abroad,  for  ever 
80    many  thousand  pounds— so    finding    the 
waistcoat  like  to  be  of  more  valley  than  the 
carcase  of  the  wearer, '  doff,'  says  I,  became  the 
order  of  the  day  with  me  ;  but  it  took  a  couple 
of  lieks  or   more,  nolus  hobu  under  the  ear 
to  make  'un  do  it." 
With  these  observation^,  Mr.  Gubbins  handed 
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over  the  wustcoat  to  Laygent,  «nd  at  tli6 
same  moment,  Thomas,  the  man  aenrant,  enter- 
ing the  room,  aud  the  attic  was  ready  for  thti 
unexpected  arrivaL 

<'  That's  right,  Thomas,^  said  Mr.  Onbbini, 
''  fast  bind,  fast  find  yon  know^^-so  Til  just  go 
and  show  'un  the  way;  and  if  he  gifa 
me  the  slip  again^  my  name  isn't  Jdumy 
Gnbbins,  thafs  alL** 

The  captive  attorney  was  led  off  by 
Mr.  Oubbins  and  Thomas,  and  bythetim^ 
some  eatables  were  placed  on  the  tabls^  the 
former  again  made  his  appearance. 

^*  Well,  Little  John,  you've  made  speed  is 
locking  up  your  prisoner  and  shifting  your  tog- 
gery," observed  the  Major,  upon  his  comrade's 
re-entering  the  room. 

''Yes,  and  I  find  Fve  shifted  something  more 
besides  than  is  quite  agreeable,"  answered  Mr» 
Gubbins,  with  rather  a  meftil  expression  of  conn- 
tenance;  **  so  Major,  just  for  once  in  a  way  let's 
have  the  easy  chair  with  thesoftcushion;  for  rid* 
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itkff  bare  ridged  across  country  as  V  ve  done,  can' t 
be  got  through  without  some  wear  and  tear  in 
the  leather  line,  1*11  promise  ye ;  so  as  I  was 
saying,  a  soft  air  cushion  will  best  agree  with 
my  complaint.  Aye,  thank  ye»  Major,  that'll 
do;  and  I'll  do  the  same  for  you  another  day,*' 
added  he,  lowering  himself  gently  into  the  chair 
with  a  slight  grunt,  as  he  finally  deposited  his 
person  therein.  And  then  stretching  forth 
making  what  is  commonly  called  a  long  arm,  he 
moved  round  all  the  dishe  so  as  to  have  them 
within  reach,  without  being  under  the  necessity 
of  troubling  his  neighbours  to  assist  him. 

^^  And  now  let  us  hear  how  you  fell  in  with 
your  prisoner,"  said  Mr.  Laygent. 

**  Stop  a  bit," answered  Mr.  Gubbins,  ''not  till 
Ive  comforted  the  inner  man,  to  make  up  for  the 
inconvenience  the  outer  one  has  undergone, 
and,  to  a  certain  extent,  is  still  undergoing. 
Hallo!  I  sayhavn't  Molly  forgot  the  cabbage?" 
added  he,  after  lifting  one  or  two  covers 
without  discovering  the  object  of  his  search, 
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*^  Oh !  hurrah  I  here  she  comes  herself,  with  a 
beaoty  smoking  and  steaming  as  she  comtf 
along.  Molly's  sure  never  to  foi^et  me— be  ye 
Molly  r 

Molly  smiled  pleasantly,  and  curtaed  politdy 
as  she  oould  in  reply  ;  and  then  placed  the  dnb 
*  within  Mr.  Gubbins'  reach,  who  helped  himaelf 
largely  to  the  article,  and  became  so  thorooghly 
engrossed  with  the  business  in  hand ,  that  it  was 
evident  little  could  begot  from  him  till  it  was 
concluded. 
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CHAPTER  XVL 


eHOwmo  HOW  mr,  qubbins  fell  in  with,  and 

CAPTURED  THE  PRISONER,  AMD  THE  IMPOR- 
TANT LIGHT  HE  ALSO  THROWS  UPON  THE 
colonel's  AFFAIRS,  AND  HOW  THE  PETTI- 
FOGGER WAS  AT  LAST  TAKEN  IN  HIS  OWN 
8NARR. 


Having  finished  a  hearty  dinner, -Mr.  Gub- 
bins  drew  his  chair  towards  the  fire  ;  and 
after  drinking  off  a  glass  of  wine,  and  replenish- 
ing, proceeded  to  recount  his  late  adventure, 
N  5 
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whieh  we  will  lay  before  our  readers  as  nearly 
as  we  can  in  his  own  words: 

•*  I  waa^**  said  Mr.  Gubbins,  "  a  driving  on 
a  thinking  (^  nothing  in  particnlar>  and  had 
got  about  half  a  mile  on  so  beyond  Chilton* 
lan6>  and  when  I  sees  a  chap  oome  a  riding 
along  a  hon^batk— nothing  i«markid)le  in 
tfaatyoa'll  say — w«ll,  as  he  comes  nearer  I  sees 
by  the  step  of  the  horse^— for  he  was  trotting 
along  at  a  brave  pace^  I  sees  by  the  go 
of  un,  thkt  the  horeie  w^n't  like  to  be  modi 
amiss— so  I  looked,  as  was  natural  as  yooll 
say>  mueh  more  to  the  horse  than  the  nder 
when^  as  we  comes  close,  I  cast  my  eyes  np 
just  to  pass  the  compliment  of  the  day  Hke, 
and  dash  me  if  I  don't  see  'twas  Master 
Cock  Robin>  He  knowed  me  in  a  jifiey,  blea 
^e^  though  he  purtended  to  look  another  w«y 
>blII  unconcerned^like. 

^*  Stop  says  I,  pulling  up,  I  should  like  to 
have  a  word  with  you,  sir  —  My  name's 
Gubbios,  says  t — ^but  he  takes  no    notioe) 


\ 
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except  'twas  to  dig  the  spurs  into  his  horse 
and  off  he  goes  as  hard  as  the  horse  could 
trot — and  a  pretty  nag  he  was  to  trot  too— 
but  the  old  grey  mare  is  no  bad  trotter  either ; 
so  I  bouts  ship,  and  laying  it  into  the  old 
gal  tries  all  I  could  do  to  catch  un;  buti 
soon  finds  he'd  got  the  legs  of  me,  and  as 
soon  as  he  got  to  Chilton-lane  corner,  up  he 
turns,  and  there  you  know,  'twas  no  good  for 
horse  and  gig  to  try  to  foller — " 

Here  Mr.  Gubbins  emptied  his  glass  and 
replenished,  which  done,  he  continued 

"  Well,  here's  a  pretty  go,  thinks  I  to  myself 
but  you  ain't  got  off  yet  my  chap,  says  I,  Mf 
you  takes  across  country,  I'm  more  than 
your  match  even  bare-ridged,  or  my  name  ain*t 
Gubbins.  For  the  old  blockhead  of  a  lawyer, 
you  know,  never  could  ride  across  country— 
and  it's  a  rum  un  we  shall  have  to  go  over, 
or  some  of  it  at  any  rate,'  says  I  to  myself ; 
so  out  I  jumps,  and  pulls  off  harness,  and 
unbuckling  the  reins,-— except  the  bearing  rein 


^ 
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—off  I  sets  bare-backed,  blinken  and  all  whip 
in  hand  after  'ud,  and  wasn't  long  in  getting 
^un  in  yiew  again ;  but  a  precioue  twig  gets 
hold  of  the  whip,  and  away  goes  be— though 
a  driving  whip's  no  great  things  a  hoTBC- 
backj'as  you'll  say. 

**  Well,  I  kicks  my  heels  pretty  aaisrt 
against  the  old  mare's  ribs,  drumming  away 
like  blazes  upon  her  precious  sides,  and  man- 
ages to  keep  her  agoing  oyer  the  downs, 
and  a  pretty  gallop  we  had. 

*T11  wager  a  trifle,  the  lawyer  never  went 
so  fast  across  oountiy  before^  How  you'd 
all  a'  laughed  to  ha'  seed  un.  There  he  was 
with  the  toes  of  un  turned  out  like  a 
tailor  —  and  the  heels  of  un  working  away 
like  a  pair  of  shears.  'Aye,  aye,' says  I  to 
myself,  *  that  may  do  very  well  where  you  be 
now,  my  cock«bird,  but  when  you  gets  down 
to  the  meshy  ground,  where  will  ye  be  then ; 
and  so  it  turned  out,  for  the  first  bit  of  a  ^tter 
he  came  to,  'twas  all  but  off  with  'on-showed 
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a  good  foot  of  daylight  between  his  stern  post 
and  the  saddle,  but  for  all  that,  he  managed 
somehow  or  another  to  stick  on,  and  away 
he  goes  again;  bat  here  the  ground  being 
rough  and  miry,  I  began  to  gain  upon  *un; 
as  he  was  drawing  on  towards  the  Mably 
bogs. 

*'  They  I  knowM  no  horse  would  carry  he  nor 
any  body  else  over ;  so  I  presses  on  after  un, 
till  he  not  much  liking  the  look  of  things 
pulls  up  all  of  a  sudden,  and  as  I  comes  near  he 
outs  and  ups  with  a  pistol  and  swears  he'll 
blow  my  brains  out  if  I  attempt  to  come  near 
'nn.  *  Never  mind,'  says  I  '  blaze  away,  if 
you  dare,'  and  blow'd  if  he  didn't  try  it  on  sure 
enough— but  flash  in  the  pan  was  the  go  ;  and 
finding  quick  must  be  the  order  of  the  day 
with  me,  I  pushes  on  the  old  mare ;  but  before 
T  was  within  reach,  'twas  ready-^present,  with 
'nn  again  —  and  just  as  he  was  about  to 
pull  trigger,  I  offs  hats,  and  slaps  right 
into    the    face     of   'un  —  round    turns    his 
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horse—off  goes  the  pistol— and  precioua  nigh  off 
goes  Cock-robin — both  misses  tho]^b--tiid 
away  be  starts  again,  his  horse  floondering  tad 
plangiog  in  the  sloogh^  and  I  on  the  old  mare  a 
walloping  after  'un-^till  at  kst»  in  gocBhia 
horse  up  to  shoulder,  sending  hie  rider  over 
head  and  ears  into  the  mire—'  and  now  I  has  ye 
and  no  mistake,'  says  I  to  myself,  so  I  janp 
off  the  old  mare,  and  off  goes  she,  ami  in  I 
gets  well  nigh  up  to  foik  in  the  slough.  But 
at  last,  I  manages  to  pull  myself  oat,  and  Is; 
the  lawyer  out  after  me. 

**  Well,  there  we  was  in  a  pretty  messsardy- 

lawyer  over  head  and  ears  in  slush,  and  I  op  to 

middle-H>ne  horse  stuck  fast  in  the  hog,  and  tin 

old  mare  shewing  me  a  pair  of  heels,  as  mocb  as 

to  say,  catch  me  if  yon  can,  and  catch  hsr  I 

couldnH,  nor  didn't  either,  that  I'll  promise  ye 

It  was  just  then  beginning  to  get  dark,  and  six 

good  miles  walk  before  us,  and  oh  lor,  wasn't  it 

cold,'that's  all.   Pleasant  prospect  youllsay :  and 

my  prisoner  no  ways  inclined  to  walk  my  way 
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either — ^so  thinks  I  to  myself,  it's  no  time  to 
stand  upon  compliments,  so  says  I,  '  Mr.  Co«r 
brobyn,  we  may  just  as  well  understand  one 
the  t'other  fust  as  last>  so  if  yon  won't  tramp 
on  with  me  by  fair  means  you  shall  by  foul,  for 
if  you  don't>  I'll  just  drop  into  you  and  tan 
your  hide  till  you  do— youll  excuse  my  free- 
dom,'  says  I ;  ^  but  as  things  is  at  present,  I 
can't  do  no  other.'  Finding  me  in  no  joking 
humour,  he  boxes  his  pumps  and  makes  a  start 
of  it,  and  very  well  we  gets  on,  though  of 
course,  not  very  comfortably  in  the  muddy  mess 
we  W^as  both  in,  till  we  gets  just  by  the  style 
in  Pollard^  meddy,  not  two  miles  off  from  here 
you  know ;  when,  as  I  said  before,  all  at  once 
he  shams  poorly,  saying  as  how  about  a  month 
or  two  ago^  he'd  broken  his  collar  bone 
and  ever  so  many  ribs,  besides  dislocating  his 
shoulder  in  jumping  out  of  a  high  winder  to 
get  out  of  a  house  a  fire-^and  that  he'd  only 
just  been  able  to  get  out  a  doors  again ;  and 
I  believing  un^  (for  he  did  look  nation    thin 
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and  bad  surely)  let  an  sit  down-and  then  I 
goes  as  I  said  to  get  a  drink  of  water,  whenhe 
ups  heels  and  leads  me  the  predoos  dance  I  told 
ye  of;  and  then  I  certainly  did  give  un  a  bit  of 
a  lick  in  the  head,  just  to  shew  un  'twasa^t  all 
talk  with  me,  and  what  he  had  to  expect  if  he 
tried  on  that  trick  again,  J  most  have 
shook  un  about  a  bit  I  expect,  for  that  was 
how  I  came  to  see  the  what's  a  names,  and 
happening  to  look  at  a  bit  of  one  Td  tore  off 
I  begins  to  suspect  the  wwtcoat  to  be  of  more 
▼alley  than  Td  took  un  for;  so  after  a  little 
persuasion,  as  I  said  before,  I  gets  un  to  peel 
and  doff  waistcoat,  and  in  he  goes  into  mj 
shooting-jacket  pocket,  and  then  finding 
I'd  stand  no  more  of  his  slack,  he  walks 
on  the  rest  of  the  way  as  quiet  as  a 
lamb.  And  now  my  story's  a  told; 
and  as  coffee  seems  the  order  of  the  day  with 
the  r^st  of  ye,  and  I  don't  like  drinking  wine 
alone,  I'll  just  take  a  drop  of  hot  brandy  and 
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water,  and  fumoke  a  cigar  by  way  of  com- 
pany r  " 

Whilst  Ghibbins  was  relating  bis  tale,  the 
waistcoat,  whicb  formed  an  important  feature 
in  it,  was  undergoing  the  process  of  being  dried 
on  the  fender  before  the  fire,  and  at  the  conclu- 
sion was  ripped  throughout  and  thoroughly  in- 
vestigated ;  when  every  one  of  the  bills  which 
we  before  mentioned,  Mr.  Cobrobyn  had  con- 
cealed there,  were  discovered  ;  and  though 
stained  by  the  mire  were  yet  sufficiently  legible 
for  every  available  purpose. 

'*  By  all  that's  lucky.  Little  John,  you're  a 
dab  at  your  work,  and  no  mistake,"  said  the 
Major,  *^  Here  must  be  securities  nearly  enough 
to  pay  the  Colonel  back  his  own  again. 

'*  Colonel,  ntiy  jolly  buck,  hurrah  I"*  exclaimed 
Gubbins,  jumping  up  and  slapping  the  Colonel  a 
hearty  slap  on  the  back,  who,  too  grateful  to 
express  his  thanks,  could  only  grasp  him  by 
the  hand,  whilst  all  simultaneously  arose,  and 
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with  one  accord  gave  three  such  thunderiog 
cheers  as  made  the  whole  house  ring  again. 

<^And  now/'  said  Mn  Gabbins  lowering 
himself  slowly  and  drcamspectly  into  hia  seat, 
"now  we  won't  break  our  hearts  if  this 
rascal  Chittlebert  does  run  off  with  the  dirty 
acres — a  son  of  a  turmoi." 

Here  Mr  Ghibbins  lighted  another  cigar— 
and  after  two  or  three  puffs  had  satbfied  him 
that  the  ignition  was  complete,  he  took  a  hearty 
swig  of  his  brandy  and  water,  then  another 
puff,  and  then  continued, 

^<  And  that  little  bay  mare  he  did  me  out 
of,  (puffy)  sweet  a  thing  as  ever  gallopped 
only,  (puff))  not  quite  up  to  my  weight  Til 
allow.'*  (A  small  swig  at  the  glass.)  '^  Bat 
a  pretty  thing  after  hounds  with  a  light  weight, 
(puff,)  just  have  suited  you.  Jack,  though  by 
the  way,  you're  no  feather  weight  either;  but 
then  you'd  a  know'd  how  to  ride  her.  Yoo 
rides  with  judgment- and   knows    when  tf 
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lavor  a  horse-coffered  me  fifty  pounds  Chittle- 
bert  did.  His  offer,  not  mine,  mark  ye.'* 

'•Well,  well,"  interrupted  the  Major, 
<'  we've  all  heard  that  story  a  hundred  times 
over ;  but  I  confess  I  never  knew  less  than  a 
bottle  of  wine>  or  at  least  half^'a-dozen  glasses 
of  grog  bring  it  out  before;  and  now  you 
haven't  drunk  half  the  quantity— why  it's 
rank  imposture,  Gubbins,  to  tell  your  half 
seas  over  stories,  before  you've  even  launched 
out  into  the  bay." 

'^  Aye,  aye,"  rejoined  Mr.  Gubbins,  *'  well 
m  say  no  more  about  it  then  till  I  have — 
only  I  must  say  that  to  be  hoaxed  out  of  a 
nice  little  mare — she  was  a  bay  mare,/  added 
he,  addressing  himself  to  Jack,  who  he  hoped, 
having  perhaps  never  before  heard  the  story, 
he  might  secure  as  a  listener.  ^'  She  was,  as 
I  was  a  sayings  a  bay  mare,  and  would  have 
carried  your  weight  nicely,  that  is  if  you  gets 
no  heavier  mind;  because,  as  I  said  before, 
you  rides  with  judgment,  and  th^re^" 
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^  Weil,  enough  of  that  now,''  said  the 
Major. 

'^  He  gets  made  a  bankrupt  of,  and  so  did- 
dles me  oat  of  my  mare  and  my  money  too,** 
bawled  out  Grubbins,  **  blow'd  if  every  body 
shan't  know  that  part  of  the  etory." 

"  Did  you  say  Chittlebert  was  a  bankrupt  T 
demanded  Jaok  eagerly. 

"  To  be  sure  I  did,  and  can  prove  it  too/' 
said  Cubbing  **  having  proved  my  debt  nndv 
the  commisnon  as  they  call  it,  and  getting  a 
shilling  in  the  pound,  which  Master  Cobrobyn 
took  care  to  pocket,  and  made  me  pay  'on 
ever  so  much  more  besides.  But  I've  paid  off 
scores  with  he  at  any  rate.  He'll  get  his 
deserts  before  Chittlebert  gets  his  certificate, 
that  ni  wager  a  trifle  too,  and  that's  a  comfort 
any  how." 

^^  Then,"  said  Jack,  aftv  a  abort  paose, 
'<  if  this  Mr.  Chittlebert  is  a  bankrupt,  any 
claim  he  can  have  upon  the  property  must  be 
now  vested  in  his  assignees.    This  we  must 
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plead  next  term,  and  therell  be  an  end  of  this 
action.  The  sixty  years  are  now  run  outj  and 
then,  Colonel,  my  noble  old  friend,  the  whole 
world  can't  turn  you  out  of  your  estate," 

'^  I'll  be  hanged  if  youVe  not  right,  Price  T' 
exclaimed  Mr.  Laygent,  '<  the  very  self-same 
point  has  been  just  decided  in  the  Common 
Pleas;  but  why  didn^t  you  tell  us  all  this 
before,  Gubbins?'' 

^'  That's  just  the  very  thing  I  wanted  to 
do,  only  the  testy  little  old  counsellor  chap  . 
cut  me  short  within  a  word  of  it,  as  the  Major 
himself  was  now  very  nigh  doing." 

And  here  we  must  inform  our  readers  how 
it  came  to  pass  that  Mr.  Chittlebert  became 
acquainted  of  the  claim  he  had  in  right  of  his 
wife  upon  the  Colonel's  property.  It  was 
through  the  means  of  Mr.  Cobrobyn,  who, 
not  satisfied  with  robbing  his  principal,  pur- 
sued his  villany  still  further  by  affording  that 
information   which  as  between  attorney  and 
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client  it  was  his  doty  to  have  oonoealed,  dun 
diflcloong  tbe  weakneas  of  bis  employei^fl  estate 
to  the  very  persona  who  would  be  the  moat 
likely  to  take  advantage  of  it  This  he  did 
from  no  affection  to  the  latter  parties;  bat  to 
.gratify  a  malicious  feeling  of  revenge  agauist 
tbe  Colonel  himself,  who  had  years  before 
excited  his  hatred  by  niok-naming  him  Cock 
Robin,  and  playing  off  a  few  jests  at  his  ex- 
pense, which  had  long  rankled  and  festered  in 
his  vindictive  heart,  though  self-interest  had 
always  prevented  him  from  expressing  aoy 
open  resentment. 

The  defect  in  the  Colonel's  title  he  became 
aware  of  in  consequence  of  the  solicitor  of  a 
proposed  mortgagee  objecting  to  it  on  account 
of  the  unattested  will  we  have  already  alluded 
to;  and  it  was  owing  to  its  unmarketable 
state,  that  this  property  was  found  unin- 
cumbered when  all  the  rest  of  the  Coloueri 
possessions  were  sq  deeply  mortgaged.    Here 
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then,  thought  CobrobyOy  is  an  opportunity 
to  gratify  my  revenge ;  and  on  the  morning 
of  that  very  day  when  Tofield  perished  so  fear- 
fully, and  Cobrobyn  himself  suffered  such 
severe  bodily  injury,  did  he  write  to  this  man 
Chittlebert,  giving  him  all  the  information  he 
was  master  of,  to  enable  him  to  prosecute  the 
claim.  But  by  this  very  means  he  brought 
down  offended  justice  upon  his  own  head. 
Had  he  not  encountered  Gubbins  in  all  pro- 
bability he  would  have  escaped  with  his  ill 
gotten  plunder  into  a  foreign  land;  for  the 
Colonel  had  for  some  time  given  up  all  thoughts 
of  pursuing  him  further. 

Had  he  not  therefore  raised  the  question 
about  Chittlebert's  claim,  it  is  not  likely  the 
Colonel  would  at  that  time  have  been  at  the 
Major's  house ;  still  less  would  Jack  have  been 
an  expected  guest  there,  and  had  not  the  latter 
event  been  anticipated,  Mr.  Gubbins  would 
most  probably  have  been  snipe  shooting  with 
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the  Major,  and  oertai&Iy  not  upon  the  spot  tt 
the  time  he  met  with  Mr.  Cobrobyn. 

Oar  readers  may  ako  be  snrpriaed  at  a  nun 
of  Mr.  Gubbins*  good  temper,  eTincing  sud 
strong  feelings  of  resentment  against  Mr. 
Chittlebert  on  account  of  the  take  in  aboat  tbe 
little  bay  mare.  But  it  was  another  matter  in 
which  Mr.  Chittlebert  bad  overreached  him, 
that  was  the  true  exciting  cause,  and  which 
we  now  deem  it  necessary  to  mention;  which 
was,  that  the  designing  horse  jockey  had 
not  only  diddled  Gubbins  out  of  his  mare,  bat 
had  also  supplanted  him  in  the  aflfectioDS  <tf 
the  lady  who  had  once  consented  to  be  Mis. 
Gubbins,  but  afterwards  became  Mrs.  Chit- 
tlebert. This  poor  little  John  had  taken  so 
much  to  heart,  that  he  never  formed  another 
attachment. 

''But  I  happened/'  said  he,  *'one  fiae 
afternoon  whilst  the  spooney  fit  was  still 
upon  me,  to  meet  her,  I  happened  quite  pro- 
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miscaonsly  like,  as  one  may  say,  when  she  was 
rather  overtaken  with  liquor,  and  quite  untidy 
like,  with  her  hair  all  of  a  mess ;  which  in 
the  twinkling  of  a  bed-post  wipes  out  all  my 
love  ;  and  ever  since  then  I  have  made  up  my 
mind  to  be  a  happy  bachelor ;  and  now  matters 
is  all  right  again  with  the  Colonel,  I  shan't  be 
far  off  the  mark  I  expect" 

Before  concluding  this  chapter  we  deem  it 
right  to  acquaint  our  readers  with  the  cause  of 
Mn  Cobrobyn's  abruptly  quitting  the  ship  off 
Bfracombe,  a  subject  we  have  already  more 
than  once  alluded  to. 

He  had  overheard  a  violent  altercation  be- 
tween the  captain  and  chief-mate  as  to  the  sea- 
worthiness of  the  vessel  in  which  he  had  em- 
barked, which  so  alarmed  him  that  he  deter- 
mined, if  possible,  to  quit  her,  and  having  an  op- 
portunity of  so  doing  in  a  pilot  boat,  he  took  good 
care  to  avail  himself  of  it.  It  seems,  indeed,  that 
his  fears  were  well  founded,  as  the  ill-fatcd  vessel 
was  lost  in  a  gale  but  a  day  or  two  after- 

VOL.  in.        o 
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wards,  when  every  boqI  on  board  her  met  widi 
a  watery  gmve.  And  thna  the  ramoiin  about 
this  matter^  we  have  before  mentioned  to  hm 
been  cironkted  through  Weetfard  during  tibe 
time  of  the  Colonel's  imprisonment  there, 
proyed  correct  in  every  essential  partaenhr. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 


SHOWING  CAUSE  WHY  BIB.  WHITE  HAD  SHAMMED 
ILL — HIS  CANDID  OONPE88ION  AS  TO  HIS  RELI- 
GIOUS 0FINI0N8 — HOW  HB  SUDDENLY  CHANGED 
HIS  OPINION  UPON  CEBTAIN  OTHER  MATTERS 
— AND  CERTAIN  IMPORTANT  RESULTS  ARISING 
THEREFROM. 


Wfi  noticed  in  a  former  chapter  that  Bilij 
Twaddle  had  detected  Mr.  White— whose 
medical  attendant  had  jast  before  prepared  a 
certificate  of  his  physical  inability  to  attend  as 
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a  witness  upon  Dawkins*  trial— walking  abroad 
apparently  in  perfect  health,  in  close  oonveisa- 
tion  with  Mr.  Sharper.  Sach,  indeed,  was 
the  fact,  and  wc  will  now  lay  before  our  readers 
what  the  subject  matter  of  that  conversatioo 
was. 

Mr.  White  had  from  the  very  beginning  felt 
great    repugnance    to    prosecute    Dawkios... 
with   w  horn  he  had  been  on  the  closest  tenns 
of   intimacy,  and  whose  conviction  must  then 
have   subjected  the  culprit  to  an  ignominious 
death;  and  all   this  for  merely  cheating  him 
out   of  a  sum  of  money  he   would  have  un- 
grudgingly   thrown    away     to     gratify    any 
passing  whim  of  the  moment.     Had  it,  there- 
fore rested  with   himself  alone,  no  legal  pro- 
ceedings whatever  would  have  been  institnted 
against  the  guilty  party*    In  fact  they  were  com- 
menced at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  White's  London 
bankers,  who,  detecting,  upon  aoloseezaminatioo 
of  the  cheque,  that  the  part  added  to  it  by  Daw- 
kins  was  evidently  a  forgery,had  lodged  an  infer- 
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matiou  against  him  at  Bow-street,  which  resulted 
in  his  being  taken,  in  the  very  act  of  stepping  on 
board  one  of  the  Dover  packets  to  embark  for 
Calais.  To  shew  that  an  act  of  forgery  had 
really  been  committed,  Mr.  White  was  called 
upon  to  appear  as  a  witness  before  the  police 
magistrates,  and  he  denying  in  express  terms 
that  the  altered  portion  of  the  cheque  was  in 
his  hand-writing,  or  inserted  by  his  authority, 
the  accused,  as  a  matter  of  course,  was  com- 
mitted, and  Mr.  White  duly  bound  over  to 
prosecute  and  give  evidence  at  the  trial. 

As  this  time  drew  nigh,  the  prosecutor,  who 
at  first  had  certainly  felt  angry  at  the  liberty 
Dawkins  had  taken,  both  with  his  name  and 
money,  began  to  relent ;  until  at  length  he  de- 
termined to  do  all  in  his  power  to  save  his  late 
boon-companion  from  the  gallows,  and  as  his 
evidence  was  necessary  to  ensure  the  conviction, 
he  had  nearly  made  up  his  mind  to  go  abroad  and 
keep  out  of  the  way  until  the  trial  was  ov^,  let 
the  consequences  turn  out  what  they  might. 
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Previously,  however,  to  enrryipg  thia  intesr 
tion  into  effect,  he  thought  proper  to  coniolt 
Mr.  harper,  who  suggested  to  him  an  easier 
mode  of  proceeding*  which  was  carried  intp 
effect  through  Mr*  QuacUe's  aa8ietance.«.wbQ 
not  bebg  what  is  termed  '^particuhr  to  a 
shade  or  so  "... furnished  the  medical  certificate 
before  alluded  to.  But  Mr.  White  was  not 
even  satisfied  to  let  ipatters  rest  here«..for  no 
sooner  was  the  necessary  certificate  all  in  rea- 
diness, than  he  dispatohed  his  attorney  (Ifr. 
Sharper  aforopaid)  to  London,  to  engsge  the 
best  legal  aesistanco  ho  could  procure  to  conduct 
the  defence ;  he  (Mr.  White)  furnishing  the 
requisite  cash  for  counsel  and  attornies'  feet* 
and  so  forth ;  wi  it  was  the  report  of  this 
Qiission  (Mr.  Shi^rper  having  th^t  moment  re- 
turned from  towp)^  that  fumiBbed  the  topic  of 
convemation  Mr*  Twaddle  had  boen  a  oonceaM 
eye-witno^e  tq, 
"  And  you  H7  tW»  Mr-  Oq1Ioi9  thought  fe- 


THE  THBBE   STUDENTS.  295 

vonrably  of  the  prisoner's  case?"   demanded 
Mr.  White., 

This  qaestion  was  asked  at  the  preoise  mo- 
ment Mr.  Twaddle  caught  sight  of  the  con- 
versing parties. 

^  Yes,  he  did.. .he  said  it  would  be  next  to 
an  impossibility  to  persuade  even  the  most  pre- 
judiced and  money-loving  jury  to  convict  him 
without  your  testimony/'  replied  Mr.  Sharper, 

^*  Well^  that's  welcome  news  for  me  at  any 
rate." 

Just  as  these  words  wsre  uttered,  Billy 
Twaddle  had  managed  to  pop  back  again  through 
the  entrance  wicket,  without  hb  presence 
having  been  detected.  *^I  wish,  however/ 
resumed  Mr.  White,  *'  I  had  pocketed  my  re- 
sentmenti  and  sworn  at  once  point  bbink  I  had 
either  made  this  alteration  myself,  or  had  em- 
powered Dawkins  to  do  so ;  then  there  would 
have  been  an  end  of  the  case  at  once,  and  I 
should  have  saved  myself  all  this  further  bother 
and  expense." 
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''  Bat  then^  Sir,  you  most  have  taken  a  fidfle 
oath,"  observed  Mr.  Sharper. 

•' And  what  of  thaC  retorted  Mr.  White; 
"  do  you  suppose  for  one  single  moment  that  I 
consider  myself  bound  by  an  oath  ?  How  can 
I  be,  when  all  the  binding  materials  ate  want- 
ing r 

"  What  do  you  mean,  Sir?"  inquired  Mr. 
Sharper ;  *'  I  am  fearfol  you  will  think  me  vefy 
dull  of  apprehension,  but  I  honestly  confess  I 
do  not  understand  what  you  allude  to  bj  the 
binding  materials  being  wanting  P 

"Religious  belief P  replied  Mr.  White... 
''those  are  the  materials,  I  possess  none  of  them." 

"  No  religious  belief  I"  reiterated  the  amaz^ 
Mr.  Sharper;  for  the  candid,  though  infamous 
acknowledgment  of  the  client  had  quite  hor- 
rified the  attorney. 

"None!"  continued  Mr.  White,  ^unblosk- 
ing!y  ;  "  my  only  wonder  is  how  you  or  any- 
body else  could  give  me  credit  for  any.  C^ 
a  person  of  common  sense  suppose  that  a  man 
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who  forsakes  the  faith  of  his  forefathers,  and 
adopts  another,  and  yet  by  no  one  single  act 
of  his  life  follows  out  the  tenets  of  his  new 
profession,  possesses  one  spark  of  religion  of 
any  kind  ?  I,  like  hundreds  of  others,  have 
nominally  changed  my  faith — aye,  and  my 
name  too.  The  world... but  Pye  done  it 
simply  for  convenience... are  illiberal  enough  to 
look  down  with^comtempt  upon  the  descendents 
of  Abraham;  and  Roman  Catholics  being  un- 
popular. Dissenters  voted  snobbish,  and  Jewish 
names,  decided  to  be  beyond  measure  black- 
guardly. White  has  become  my  name,  and 
the  Church  of  England  my  professed  religion.'' 

"  Would  you  wish  all  the  world  to  know 
your  opinions?"  interrupted  the  attorney,  look- 
ing rather  shocked. 

"  Perhaps  not,"  said  Mr.  White,  carelessly ; 

**  at  any  rate,  not  just  now ;  yet  no  man  cares 

less  about  public  opinion  than  I  do.     I  am 

happy  to  say  I  am  rich  enough  to  set  that  at 

defiance,  and  still  retain  as  many  acquaintances 
o5 
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asareipteceaiaryfoirinyainiiBcmenta.  Kowtb»tV 
what  I  ciJl  beiqg  iodependeut  I  bave  t9»- 
tared  to  ^act  ix^  oppoyitioq  to  th^  professed 
rules  of  aociety  iji  matt^iiis  they  uai^y  declaim 
agaiostj,  aa  offevcea  fSnr  more  detrimental  to  the 
common  decencies  of  life  than  the  oonffttion  of 
infidel  principles^  and  hare  been  highly  amnaed 
to  see  how  leniently  the  world...a8  the  folkaof 
LoAgpasaage  call  themselyes...haye  dealt  with 
me.  But  just  at  the  present  time,  I  don't  wish 
to  mtjffi  myself  a  farther  aqbjcfct  of  converM* 
tion...so  you  must  keep  my  present  disdoaDics 
secret.  What  I  have  told  yoa  is  a  eonfidentisl 
coxnmanication,  which  you  well  know  is  the 
property  of  the  client,  not  of  the  attomty. 
No  on^  kuiQwa  what  I  l^tve  stated,  bat  youTsalt 
Should  the  subject  therefore  eTor  be  mooted, 
I  shaU  know  to  whom  X  am  indebted  for  it, 
and  shqjl  change  my  professional  adviser  ac- 
cordingly. What  X  hftve  told  yoaiaamaie 
feeler  ta  see  hpw  far  I  may  trust  yon  should 
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I  ever  require  joar  aisistanee  in  more  iinpor<* 
taut  matters." 

<<  Fou  may  rely  upon  my  secrecy   I  Can  as-^ 
sure  you,  you  may/*  said  Mr.  Sharper^  with  a 
submiasiYe  bow. 

'*  So  long  as  self-interest  claps  a  stopper  on 
your  tongue^  I  have  no  doubt  I  may,"  replied 
Mr.  WMte. 

Mr.  Sharper  offering  no  further  remark, 
the  two  walked  on  together,  a  few  paces  in 
sileaeey  until  Mr.  White  hrcke  H  by  resuming 
the  previous  subject  of  their  discourse ;  adrmg 
his  attorney  if  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with 
Mr.  GuUem's  I^al  abilities. 

"Obi  yes,  certainly— perfectly  satisfied," 
answered  the  att^n'ney.  *^  Guflem  is  considered 
the  best  prisoner's  advocate  now  at  the  bar ; 
so  with  his^  valuable  assistance,  and  the  chasm 
in  the  evidence  your  absence  will  produce, 
there  can  be  doubt  of  averdM  of  acquittal.'' 

«*  Glad  tohear  i«;*'  said  Mr.  While,  **  suc- 
ceed and  I'll  pay  you  douUe— leave  no  stone 
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untamed — and  so  be  off  again  to  town  imme-^ 
diatdy." 

At  this  moment  a  servant  approached  and 
informed  his  master  there  was  an  elderlj 
woman  within,  who  wished  a  few  miaates 
conversation  with  him  on  very  urgent  biiu- 
ness. 

'^  What's  her  name>  and  who  is  she?"  in- 
quired Mr.  White  impatiently. 

*'  I  really  cannot  say,  sir,"  replied  the  man, 
'^  she  gave  me  no  name,  but  said  you  woaU 
know  her  very  well  when  you  saw  her." 

*'  But  have  you  no  idea  who  she  is,  you 
stupid  blockhead?"  asked  the  master  pettishly. 
*^  No,  sir,  I  have  not,*^  replied  the  servsnt. 
^^  I  am  a  perfect  stranger  to  all  the  people 
hereabouts,  never  having  been  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood until  I  entered  your  honour's  service 
about  a  week  since." 

**  Well  whoever  she  is  I  can't  see  her  now ; 
tell  her  to  call  at  this  time  to-morrow.  Be- 
sides, blundering  fool  that  you  are,  you  oogbt 
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to  have  remembered  your  orders,  and  have  said 
I  was  dangerously  ilL" 

"  I  really  beg  your  pardon,  sir,"  replied  the 
man  in  confused  alarm ;  ^*  but  I  hope  you'll  for- 
give me,  for  seeing  you  walk  about  so  well  it 
quite  escaped  me  for  the  moment ;  and  I  am  sure 
I  can't  tell  how  either.  Shall  I  tell  her,  sir, 
your  honour's  too  unwell — or  what  had  I  better 
tell  her,  sir?" 

'*  To  go,  and  be  hanged,"  answered  White 
angrily. 

Before  however  the  servant  had  time  to  deliver 
this  uncourteous  message,another  of  Mr.  White's 
servants  made  his  appearance  and  addressed 
his  master  aside  and  in  an  under  tone  so  as  not 
to  be  overheard  by  his  man  of  business. 
Whatever  the  nature  of  the  information  was, 
it  produced  a  visible  change  upon  the  party  to 
whom  it  was  communicated,  who  ordered  the 
woman  to  be  instantly  admitted  into  his  pri- 
vate room,  and  desiring  Mr.  Sharper  to  await 
his  return  in  the  library,  as  he  should  doubt* 
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leoB  have  something  important  to  oommonictte 
to  him,  he  proceeded  with  ahicrity  to  grant 
the  desired  interview. 

Upwards  of  an  hoar  paaaed  away  before 
this  myaterioos  oonference  terminmted,  and 
whatever  the  solject  matter  of  it  might  have 
been,  it  prodaced  a  visible  and  powerfnl 
effect  upon  Mr.  White,  who  joined  bis  attorney 
in  the  library  in  a  very  agitated  state,  and 
apparently  unconsdoua  of  any  thing 
around  himi  threw  himself  into  a  vacant  chair, 
where  he  remained  for  some  time  in  a  state  of 
perfect  frenzy,  with  bia  fists  firmly  clenched^ 
grindii^  his  teeth,  his  brows  contracted,  his 
eyes  glaring  fiercely  yet  vacantly  around,  and 
every  feature  distorted  with  the  fury  of 
passion  that  was  ra^ng  within  his  bosom. 

Mr.  Sharpet  paaded  beyond  measure  to  se* 
count  for  these  strange  appearanoes>  yetfearfoi 
of  giving  offence  by  making  any  in<)uiri6s  S0 
to  the  causey  resolved  patiently  to  await  the 
result,  supposing  that  as  soon  as  his  dieat 


THB  TCBKE    STUDENTS.  303 

became  calmer  he  would  explain  everytlnQg  to 
him. 

But  Mr.  White  seemed  resolved  to  put  his 
attorney's  patience  to  the  testj  for  he  preserved 
the  same  excited  appearance  for  upwards  of 
half  aa  hour,  growling  blasphemous  curses, 
but  uttering  no  one  single  expression  that 
could  afford  a  clue  to  the  cause  of  his  violent 
excitement 

At  length  rising  suddenly  he  rang  the  bell 
with  considerable  violence^  which  brought  a 
couple  of  footmen  in  haste  into  the  room; 
when,  by  a  strong  effort  he  composed  himself 
sufficiently  to  order  four  horses  to  be  inatantly 
put  to  his  travelling  carriige;  and  to  direct 
his  valet  to  get  a  few  necessary  articles  of  dress 
packed  up  without  a  moment's  delay,  as  be  in- 
tended to  start  for  London  immediately. 

*^  Yes/'  he  continued  as  soon  as  the  servants 
left  the  room,  standing  as  if  rivetted  on  the 
spot  where  he  stood  when  he  gave  his  orders* 
and  apparently  unmindful  of  the  presence  of 
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any  third  party.  "  Yes,'*  he  muttered  through 
his  clenched  teeth.  ''  Avenging  justice,  now 
within  my  grasp,  shall  surely  fall  upon  his 
guilty  head.  Had  he  a  hundred  lives  Id 
have  them  all — but  other  lips  than  mine  pro- 
nounce his  doom — and  viler  hands  shall  rend 
the  vital  thread.  He  dies  a  felon's  death. 
Yet  all  hell's  pangs  form  not  an  atom  of  the 
agony. ..my  bitter  hate  would  heap  upon  his 
soul." 

Here  his  powers  of  utterance  became  choked 
with  the  vehemence  of  his  wrath,  whilst  the 
swollen  veins  on  his  frowning  brow  were  dis- 
tended almost  to  bursting,  ^^'hen  starting 
suddenly,  he  paced  rapidly  but  with  une?en 
steps  up  and  down  the  apartment,  muttering 
curses  and  imprecations  in  the  full  frenzy  of 
ungovernable  rage,  but  calming  down  by 
degrees  he  was  again  enabled  to  give  utterance 
to  his  thoughts,  though  they  were  expressed 
in  muttered  whispers^  so  that  the  attorney 
listened  in  vain  to  catch  a  single  word  of  their 
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import.  In  this  way  be  continued  to  pace  the 
apartment  until  a  servant  entered  it  to  inform 
him  that  his  carriage  was  in  readiness  at  the 
door. 

'*  Shall  I  attend  you,  sir  ?"  said  Mr.  Sharper 
advancing  timidly. 

"  No,  stay  where  you  are.  Do  no  more  in 
this  infernal  business.  You  have  already  done 
too  much.     Oh,  I'll—" 

Here  bursting  again  into  a  paroxism  of  anger 
he  rushed  furiously  out  of  the  room  and  threw 
himself  into  his  carriage  which  drove  off  at  a 
rapid  pace,  leaving  poor  little  Mr.  Sharper 
staring  with  astonishment  and  marvelling  ex^ 
ceedingly  at  this  extraordinary  and  unexpected 
jshange  in  the  course  of  the  proceedings. 

So  overcome  with  surprise  wa^  he  during 
the  whole  course  of  the  strange  scene  he  had 
just  witnessed,  that  he  had  never  ventured  to 
put  a  single  question  to  the  chief  actor  in  it ; 
and  though,  ader  the  latter  had  departed,  he 
questioned  one  or  two  of  the  servants  pretty 
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closely,  they  either  could  not  or  would  not 
afford  him  the  information  he  wanted;  he 
therefore  took  his  departure,  pusded  beyond 
measure  at  what  had  just  before  occurred,  and, 
as  we  may  suppose,  by  n^  means  satisfied  with 
the  result. 

What  amazed  him  not  a  little  was,  tlat 
Mr.  White,  who  had  confessed  he  had  no  reli- 
gious belief,  should  express  so  eager  a  denre  to 
consign  a  person  who  had  given  him  deadly 
offence  to  a  place  he  could  not  suppose  hid 
any  actual  existence. 

If  Mr.  Sharper  had  known  a  little  more 
of  the  world,  *he  would  haye  been  aware  that 
blasphemous  curses  never  find  a  readier  yent 
than  through  the  mouth  of  a  professed  infidel. 

Scarcely  had  Mr.  Sharper  left  the  house  when 
a  fresh  visiter  arrived :  in  fact,  no  less  a  person 
than  Mr.  OeraldVanbrunner.  From  the  tenoe 
of  intimacy  upon  which  he  stood,  the  absence 
of  the  master  of  the  house  formed  no  barrier 
to  his    visiting   the  young   lady,    to  whose 
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presenoe  he  was  forthwith  admitted.  To  his 
surprise  he  discovered  traces  of  deep  sorrow 
on  her  coontenancei  and  on  his  approaching 
her  she  was,  or^  at  any  rate,  appeared  to  be  ab* 
sorbed  in  grief;  so  mach  so,  that  it  was  some- 
time before  she  could  compose  herself  suffici- 
ently to  explain  to  him  the  cauie»  though  she 
managed  to  show  him  in  the  most  unequiTocal 
manner  that  no  feelings  of  anger  towards  him- 
self were  mixed  up  with  it.  At  last,  as  if  by 
a  violent  effort,  she  informed  him  that  she  had 
overheard  through  a  slender  partition  a  con- 
versation between  Mr.  White  and  some  old 
woman  who  had  called,  who  informed  him  that 
all  the  statements  Mr.  Gerald  Vanbrunner 
had  made  about  our  hero  were  false,  and  that 
unfortunately  she  had  brought  Mr.  White 
to  be  of  the  same  opinion*  That  a  breach 
between  him  and  her  dear,  dear  Gerald  must 
be  the  inevitable  consequence.  That  she 
should  see  him  no  more,  and  should  die  of  a 
broken  heart.  And  then  Uncle  While  would 
have  his  wiefai  and  po<^et  all  her  money. 
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W^ith  these  pathetic  remarks  the  young  lady 
threw  her  arms  around  Mr.  Gerald's  neck, 
and  burying  her  head  in  his  bosom  rumpled 
his  shirt  frill  very  considerably,  in  the  un- 
successful attempt  to  bedew  it  with  her  tears; 
whilst  Mr.  Gerald  stared  stupidly  about,  not 
knowing  exactly  what  to  do ;  for  the  young 
lady's  coming  it  so  very  strong  rather  alarmed 
him,  and  from  the  untoward  courae  tilings 
seemed  likely  to  be  taking,  he  had  half  »  mind 
to  cut  and  run  for  it ;  but  then  the  last  words 
she  uttered  had  made  a  deep  impression  npoa 
him. 

**  Should  die  of  a  broken  heart,  and  then 
Uncle  White  would  have  his  wish  and  pocket 
all  my  money." 

«  No,  I'll  .be  hanged  if  he  shall,"  thought 
Mr.  Gerald.  "  He  pocket  all  the  money  of 
the  late  wealthy  banker  Belasco?  Money 
enough,  as  Billy  Twaddle  says^  to  buy  ap 
half  the  National  Debt.  He  be  hanged.  He 
pocket  it — I'd  see  him  at  Jericho  first  He 
pocket  it  all.    No  he  shan't — ^I  will." 
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And  80  he  tried  the  soothing  system  on  the 
young  lady — vowed  eternal  love  and  so  forth— 
and  at  length  he  prevailed  upon  her  to  give 
her  apparently  reluctant  consent  to  an  elope- 
ment to  Gretna  Green  on  that  very  same 
evening. 

"  But  my  dear,  dear  Gerald,  what  will  you 
think  of  me  for  taking  this  rash  step?"  asked 
the  young  lady  locking  most  beseechingly  in 
his  unmeaning  countenance. 

"Think  you  all  that's  lovely  and  divine; 
and  of  the  disinterested  sacrifice  you  have 
made  for  my  sake  ...and  of  the  full  confidence 
you  repose  on  my  honour.     A-hem  I" 

Mr.  Gerald  found  it  necessary  to  clear  his 
throat ;  for  the  last  word  seemed  confoundedly 
inclined  to  stick  fast  there. 

"  And  youMl  never  love  me  less  for  this?" 
said  she. 

Ajid  then  she  put  her  head  a  little  on  one 
side  and  looked  at  him  that  way. 

"  Never,  I  swear  I  won't,"  he  answered. 
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^'  Oh,  dear  me,  I  tremble  so  T  and  then 
she  covered  her  face  with  her  bandkercfaief,  tt 
if  oyeroome  with  emotion,  bat  in  reality  to 
conceal  a  laugh  i^  found  it  impoasSiIe  to 
restrain  at  the  thought  of  the  errant  boobj 
she  had  to  deal  with. 

^  But  only  think  when  White  returns  hell 
surely  separate  us— ^nly  think  of  that,"  re- 
sumed Mr.  Gerald,  thinking  at  the  same  time 
how  much  half  the  amount  of  tbe  Nationid 
Debt  might  be. 

•*  Well  then  we'd  better  go,"  replied  the 
fair  one,  ^but  have  you^^sbe  continued,  ''have 
you,  do  you  think,  money  enough  with  you 
to  pay  for  all  the  post-chaises  we  shall  want, 
and  the  dinners  and  the  suppers,  and  afl  that 
kind  of  thing?" 

Here  Mr.  Gerald  looked  rather  bhmk,  and 
confessed  that  he  had  not. 

**  But  I  suppose  you  can  get  all  you  may 
require  at  your  banker's?"  demanded  the 
lady. 
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Mr.  Gerald  looked  very  fooliah,  whilBt  he 
confessed  he  could  not  do  that  exactly,  as  hie 
papa  wouldn't  allow  him  to  draw  withoni  his 
consent 

**  But  how  is  that,  if  he  is  00  rich  as  you 
say  he  is?''  inquired  the  young  lady  in  rather 
a  graie  tone. 

*^  Why,  like  many  other  rich  men,  he's 
stingy  about  shelling  out,  but  I  shall  haye  all 
he^s  got  when  he  diesy"  answered  Mr.  Grerald. 

'<  If  that's  all,  I  think  we  had  better  abandon 
the  scheme  of  running  away  altogether,"  said 
the  lady  with  the  utmost  coolness. 

"  Oh  I  no  my  dearest,  not  for  the  world. 
I  have  a  large  fortune  by  my  mother's  side 
which  my  governor  can't  touch,  (this  was  a 
lie,  as  the  teller  of  it  well  knew,)  so  do  you 
be  ready  at  Randall's  corner  by  the  direction 
post  at  half-past  seven  this  evening,  and  111 
take  care  to  have  something  in  readiness.  My 
tilbury  can  take  us  the  first  twenty  miles  at 
any  rate,  I'll  manage  all  about  that,  and  so  for 
the  present,  adieu." 
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The  farewell  was  apparently  an  affectionate 
one. 

The  lady  was  true  to  her  appointment,  and 
Mr.  Gerald  having  contrived  by  some  means 
or  other  to  raise  the  wind  was  true  to  hb 
word—drove  the  first  twenty  miles  in  his  one- 
horse  chaise ;  and  they  coached  it  the  rest  of 
the  way  to  Gretna  Green ;  which,  as  no  one 
troubled  themselves  to  follow  them,  they 
reached  without  accident,  and  were  duly 
united  accordmg  to  border  law  in  the  indisso- 
luble bonds  of  matrimony. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 


IN  WHICH  MB.  VANBRUNNER  IS  FULLY  INFORBCED 
OF  ALL  MR.  WHITE  KNOWS  OF  MR.  GERALD 
VANBRUNN£R*8  BRIDE,  TOGETHER  WITH  SOME 
ACCOUNT  OF  HER  ACCOMPLISHMENTS,  PAST 
LIFE  AND  FUTURE  PROSPECTS. 


It  is  utterly  vain  for  us  to  attempt  to  describe 
the  state  of  perplexity  into  which  Mr.  Van- 
brunner  was  thrown  by  the  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  his  son  two  or  three  days  after  the 
elopement  we  mentioned  in  our  last  chapter. 
VOL.  in.  p 
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This  epistle  acquainted  him  with  the  step  Mr* 
Gerald  had  presumed  to  take  witfaoDt  hia 
papa's  consent,  and  which  nothing,  as  the 
latter  was  pleased  to  say^  should  have  uxged 
him  to  do,  but  the  imperative  exigency  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  he  was  placed^  and 
the  apprehension  that  if  he  let  the  opportoiuty 
slip  he  should  have  lost  the  lady,  or  rather  the 
fortune  her  late  father  had  left  her,  sofficient 
as  he  had  heard  and  took  care  to  state,  to  baj 
up  half  the  National  Debt  These  untoward 
circumstances  had,  he  said,  compelled  him  to 
act  as  he  had  done,  and  he  concluded  with  re- 
questing his  papa  to  r^out  some  mpMy  to  him 
at  Carlisle  as  speedily  as  possible,  as  he  ex- 
pected to  find  his  exchequer  clean  swept  out 
by  the  time  the  connubial  knot  was  firmly 
tied. 

Previ^vsly  to  this  communication  Hr.  Yaa* 
brunner  ha4  never  received  the  most  distant  hint 
of  his  sob's  proceedings  at  £agle  Castk,  nor 
even  knew  that  he  was  acquainted  witbitsowaer 
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or  any  one  belonging  to  it,  for  no  mutual  con- 
fidence had  at  (iny  time  existed  between  the 
father  and  son.  The  object  of  the  former  had 
ever  been  to  check  and  mar,  even  from  early 
infancy,  every  sort  of  amusement  or  pleasur- 
able pursuit  his  son  showed  any  inclination  for, 
which  had  produced  a  habit  of  mistrust  and 
estrangement  on  both  sides. 

It  is  true  the  report  of  the  elopement  had 
been  publicly  talked  of  and  believed  through- 
out the  whole  town  of  Longpassage  and  its 
vicinity  the  very  day  after  it  took  place ;  but 
as  Mrs.  Hester  and  Miss  Letitia  Yanbrunner 
were,  or  pretended  to  be  amongst  the  incre- 
dulous, and  as  no  one  else  chose  to  undertake 
the  thankless  office  of  a  bearer  of  disagreeable 
iotelligence  to  Mr.  Yanbrunner,  he  was  nearly 
the  last  person*  in  the  neighbourhood  who  re- 
main ed  in  ignorance  of  a  report  that  was  so 
rapidly  circulating  around  him. 

His  son's  letter  therefore  came   upon  him 

like  a  clap  of  thunder.     Its  unwelcome  con- 
p  3 


316  THE    THREE  &TUDBMT& 

tents  almost  paralysed  him,  and  what  added 
considerably  to  his  uneasiness  was  the  little 
dependence  he  could  place  upon  Mr.  (jerald's 
assertions.  Yet  well  knowing  his  cold,  selfish, 
and  mercenary  disposition,  Mr.  Vanbrunner 
was  awnre  that  nothing  would  have  indaoed 
him  to  run  off  with  a  young  woman  however 
fascinating  if  he  believed  her  to  be  penniless ;  yet 
he  dreaded  much  he  had  been  made  the  dape  of 
an  artful  one. 

But  even  had  all  Mr.  Gherald  Yanburnner  stated 
proved  true,  the  connection  was  one  hie  father 
would  most  anxiously  have  avoided.  Although 
he  all  bat  hated  his  son,  he  still  was  beyond 
measure  desirous  that  the  latter  should  fill  a 
decent  station  in  society,  and  he  felt,  as  we  have 
before  stated^  that  some  portion  of  his  own 
consequence  was  mixed  up  #ith  that  of  his 
heir  apparent ;  whose  unprepossessing  appear- 
ance and  manners  were  such,  that  even  on- 
bounded  wealth  could  give  but  little  importance 
to  him.     It  was  only  by  forming  a  connexion 
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with  a  woiban  whose  general  conduct  in 
society  was  such  as  to  make  up  for  her  hus- 
band's deficiences,  that  the  ambitious  father 
could  hope  his  booby  of  a  son  would  escape 
from  being  constantly  held  up  as  an  object  of 
scorn  and  ridicule. 

The  unwelcome  announcement  of  Mr.  Ge- 
rald's elopement,  therefore,  threw  Mr.  Van- 
brunner  into  a  violent  passion.  At  one  mo- 
ment he  threatened  to  discard  him  for  ever,  and 
then  he  thought  of  the  immense  wealth  of  the 
lady,  a  small  portion  of  which  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  purchase  an  adjoining  estate  then  in 
the  market,  equal  almost  in  value  to  Langton 
Grove  itself;  and  thed  his  brow  slightly  relaxed ; 
andthen  again,  the  low,  Jewish  connection  threw 
a  damp  again  over  the  whole,  and  he  stamped 
and  blasphemed,  as  was  his  usual  wont  when 
angry,  and  angry  enough  he  was  then  beyond 
all  doubt.  Letter  after  letter  did  he  write  full 
of  rage,  and  bitterness  to  his  disobedient  son  ; 
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whioh  he  inetantly  afterwards  tor&into  mmute 
fragments  aDd  scattered  about  the  room. 

At  length,  determined  to  know  the  wont,  he 
wrote  a  hasty,  unconneoted,  and  insuldng  epis- 
tle to  Mr.  White  in  the  following  terms: 

**  Langton  Grove,  18-. 

"Sir, 

"  It  is  with  feelings  of  the  greatest  indig- 
nation I  now  address  you.  How  my  son 
became  aoquainted  with  you  or  your  wsrd,  I 
know  not — but  this  you  may  rely  upon,  it 
would  never  have  been  with  my  approbation 
that  he  visited  you,  or  made  your  acquiiiit* 
anoe,  whioh  has  led  to  an  alliance  which  all 
his  relatives  must  ever  deeply  deplore.  You  may 
think  the  immense  wealth  your  niece,  or  ward 
or  whatever  you  choose  to  call  her  posseaeei^ 
will  compensate  for  the  lowness  of  the  coo-* 
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nectioD.  Let  me  tell  you,  sir,  it  will  do  no 
such  thing.  I  detnand,  however,  to  know 
what  this  young  person's  eonnezions  aris; 
and  also  the  amount  and  description  of  the 
property  she  is  possessed  of,  as  that  will  consi- 
derably influence  the  degree  of  countenance  I 
may  please  for  the  future,  to  confer  upon  my 
son,  or  upon  her. 

**  Awaiting  your  early  reply, 
**  I  am  sir, 
**  Your  most  obedient 

'^  Humble  servant, 

**J.  Vakbrunnbil" 

Several  days  passed  away  without  Mr. 
Vanbrnnner  receiving  any  reply  to  his  abrupt 
epistle  ;  and  he  began  at  last  to  imagine  that 
the  person  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  having 
taken  offence  at  the  peremptory  style  in  which 
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it  was  penned,  had  thought  proi^er  not  to 
answer  it  at  all.  In  this  Mr.  Yanbranner  was 
mistaken,  for  an  answer  from  Mr.  White  did 
one  day  actually  arrive,  and  was  duly  deUfcred 
to  him  whilst  sitting  with  his  daughters  at 
the  breakfast  table. 
It  ran  as  follows : 

^^  Eagle  Castle,  18  -. 

"Sib, 

*'  Your  most  polite  and  gentlemaiJy  let- 
ter of  the  —  ultimo,  only  reached  me 
to  day,  or  I  should  have  taken  an  eail- 
ier  opportunity  of  replying  to  it  With 
respect  to  your  pleasant  observations  as  to  yoor 
son's  forming  my  acquaintance,  I  beg  to  state, 
that  it  was  his  seeking  not  mine;  and  that  be 
would  never  have  obtained  it,  but  by  telling 
me  a  budget  of  deliberate  lies,  for  which  I 
intend  to  expose  him  publicly  on  the 
first  convenient  opportunity.      With  respect 
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to  the  alliance  all  your  son's  relations  wil 
have  so  much  reason  to  deplore  though  it  was 
none  of  my  own  bringing  about,  I  don't  de* 
plore  it  at  all,  because  it  rids  me  of  a  trouble- 
some young  baggage  I  was  heartily  sick  of, 
and  was  glad  enough  to  get  off  my  hands  at 
the  expense  of  all  [the  silver  forks  and  other 
little  et  ceteras  she  was  kind  enough  to  pocket 
and  take  away  with  her  when  she  left 
my  protection.  You  may  congratulate  yotir- 
self  at  any  rate,  in  escaping  the  low  connexion 
with  your  humble  servant  which  seems  to  cause 
you  so  much  uneasiness,  as  the  young  person 
is  neither  my  niece,  nor  ward,  nor  in  any 
way  related  to  me.  I  think  also,  that  you 
have  been  misinformed  about  her  immense 
wealth,  which  I  believe,  consists  solely  in  her 
tact  and  impudence.  What  her  name  and  con* 
neotions  are  I  don't  know,  having  never  asked 
her,  or  felt  any  curiosity  upon  that  subject. 
My  acquaintance  with  her  commenced  at  the 
magistrate's  office  at  Bow  Street ;  where,  chanc- 
p  5 
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ing  to  be  on  some  bounesa  of  my  own»  I  waa 
partioolarly  Btrack  with  the  wit  and  sbarpnesB 
she  dbphiyed  in  defending  herself  from  a  chaige 
of  picking  a  man's  pocket — from  which  she  had 
the  good,  fortune  to  get  clear ;  and  I  was  so 
amnsed  with  her  ingenuity,  that  I  asked  her 
to  accompany  me  into  the  country,  and  spend 
a  short  time  with  me-*whioh  she  very  readily 
did ;  and  we  got  on  yery  cajntally  together;  until 
itseemsyourson  and  heixHipparent,  had  tbegood 
fortune  to  cut  me  out  in  my  absence;  of  which 
I  wish  him  joy,  and  I  wish  her  joy  too  to 
make  up  for  her  past  troubles ;  for  hitherto,  sKe 
has  been  what  is  called  <an  unfortunate  woman ; 
and  truly  she  has  been  so«  in  every  sense  of 
theword|for,  I  find  upon  inquiry,  that  she ha» 
*  been  several  times  a  resident  in  Bridewell,  and 
the  House  of  Correction ;  and  will,  doubtless, 
receive  great  benefit  in  her  new  sphere  of  Ufe, 
from  her  former  experience  in  the  wicked  ways 
of  the  world, 

^*  I  have  been  thus  explicit,  perceiving  from 
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the  tenor  of  your  letter  how  carious  you  were 
upon  the  subject  Any  further  information  ae 
£ur  as  my  knowledge  extends,  I  shall  be  happy 
to  supply,  and  with  grateful  thanks  for  the  civil 
and  polite  terms  in  which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  express  yourself  to  me,  ftnd  which  I  have 
attempted  as  far  as  is  in  my  power  to  return, 

"  J  am,  sir, 
**  Your  obedient, 
*'  Humble  servant, 

**  Isaac  Belasco  White." 

Ere  Mr.  Yanbrunner  had  read  down  half  a 
dozen  lines  he  burst  into  a  fit  of  ungovernable 
passion,  furiously  driving  his  daughters  from  the 
room — and  they  were  glad  enough  to  get  out 
of  his  reach— he  locked  the  door  to  prevent  in- 
trusion, and  again  essayed  to  read  the  remainder 
of  the  letter. 

Not  long  after,  the  sound  of  a  heavy  sub- 
stance falling  on  the  ground  was  heard  from 
an    adjoining    apartment      The    dread    that 
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BometbingseriousmiiBt  have  to  happenedtoth^ 
father  overcame  even  the  fear  of  his  anger  at 
their  introaioB,  and  his  eldest  daughter  and  oae 
of  the  men  servants  roshed  towards  the  room  in 
whioh  they  had  left  him ;  when,  finding  thedoor 
locked,  and  obtaining  no  reply  to  their  repeated 
calls,  the  manranroand,andonlookingthroiigh 
the  window,  saw  Mr.  Yanbrnnnerlyingonthe 
floor,  to  all  appearance  a  corpse,  with  the  fatal 
letter  crushed  together  in  his  hand. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


IN  WHICH  JUSTICE  18  ACTIVBLY  AT  WOB&. 
TWO  ROGUES  APPEAB  TO  BE  IN  A  PAIR 
-  WAY  OF  BEING  LEGALLY  PROVIDED  FOR  ; 
AND  HONEST  MERIT,  IN  ONE  INSTANCE  AT  ANY 
&ATE,  SEEMS  EQUALLY  LIKELY  TO  BIBET  ITS 
DUE  REWARD. 


On  the  morning  succeeding  his  capture,  Mr 
Cobrobyn  was  duly.brought  before  a  neighbour- 
ing  magistrate:  who,  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  evidence  adduced  against  the  accused,  com- 
mitted  him  forthwith  to  the  county  gaol  to 
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take  his  trial  at  tbe  ensaing  aanzes,  on  the 
charge  of  embezzling  his  employer's  property. 
The  remainder  of  the  week  our  hero  passed 
very  pleasantly  at  the  Major's  hospitable  man- 
sion. The  Colonel^  now  that  his  prospects  began 
to  brighten,  regained  his  accustomed  health 
and  oheerfalness;  and  no  one  who  then  wit- 
nessed his  flowing  spirits^  could  haye  supposed 
him  the  same  dejected  and  careworn  being  be 
had  appeared  but  a  few  days  prcYioosly. 

At  the  week*s  end,  however,  Juk  begin  to 
feel  some  oompunctiona  of  conscience  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  he  was  spending  his  time; 
which,  however  innocently  employed,  was  cer- 
tunly  not  occupied  in  the  ponuit  of  legal 
knowledge.  Mr.  Pickle  too,  had  more  than 
once  hinted  to  him  in  pretty  plain  terms,  that, 
if  he  really  intended  to  make  the  law  his  pro- 
fession^ he  must  devote  more  time  to  the  study 
of  it ;  a  peoe  of  information  utterly  needless, 
for  noone  could  be  more  painfully  alive  to  the 
unpleasant  truth  of  all  this  than  Jack  himself 
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wae.  Hcj  therefore,  at  the  week's  end,  made 
up  his  mind  to  return  again  to  town,  and  to 
work  away  in  real  earnest ;  eo,  notwithstand- 
ing the  pressing  entreaties  of  his  friends,  and 
a  strong  inclination  in  his  own  mind  to  stay  at 
least  one  day  longer,  he  mustered  suffident  re- 
solution to  make  a  start  of  it. 

Immediately  upon  getting  back  to  London, 
he  proceeded  to  carry  his  good  intentions  into 
effect.  Every  day  for  upwards  of  a  fortnight, 
did  he  regularly  attend  Mr.  Pickle's  chambers, 
and  both  before  going  there,  and  on  his  return, 
did  he  pore  over  his  law  books  till  a  late>  or 
more  properly  speaking,  an  early  hour  on  the 
foUowipg  morning. 

But  notwithstanding  that  he  read  and  stu- 
died hard^  it  was  all  to  little  purpose.  In  spite 
of  possessing  first-rate  abilities,  all  his  toil  and 
trouble  would  but  so  much  time  thrown  away. 
All  he  did  was  merely  mechanical.  He  read 
much  it  18  true,  but  he  digested  nothing.    And 
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whjj  we  may  well  ask,  was  all  this  ?  It  was 
that  his  mind  was  ill  at  ease. 

Knowing  Mrs.  Tremaine^s  enmity  towards 
him,  he  dreaded  that  she  might  make  lue  of 
the  various  scandalous  reports  with  which  his 
name  had  been  assailed^  to  wotk  upon  her 
niece's  mind,  and  instil  a  prejudice  agaiost 
him  which  he  might  never  have  the  meaoB  of 
removing. 

Two  letters  had  Jack  written  to  hb  oM 
friend,  the  Marqfuess,  asking  his  aid  and  adrice 
upon  this  important  subject;  and  bothof  tbesci 
as  we  before  remarked,  had  fallen  into  Mrs.  Tre- 
maine's  bauds;  as  had  also  those  the  Marqoetf 
himself  had  written,  (to  our  hero)  Jack,  therefore, 
neither  receiving  the  ktter  epistles,  nor  getting 
any  replies  to  his  own,  began  to  feel  exceed* 
ingly  perplexed,  fancying  and  surmidog  all 
sorts  of  terrible  things,  one  tenth  part  of 
which  must  have  been  quite  suflSicient  to  drifC 
all  the  law  out  of  his  head ;  so  that  whatever  was 
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the  subject  of  his  intended  studies,  Emily 
Arundell  was  the  only  one  that  occupied  his 
thoughts. 

At  this  time  too^  nobody  was  in  town — 
nothing  was  doing  which  could  break  the 
monotony  of  his  life— and  at  the  fortnight's 
end  he  became  thoroughly  hipped,  and  had  a 
regular  attack  of  blue  devils,  and  no  mistake 
at  all  about  the  matter,  as  little  Major  Rodd 
would  have  said. 

One  afternoon  he  had  returned  from  Mr. 
Pickle's  chambers.  It  was  about  the  gloom  of 
twilight  He  had  just  stirred  his  fire  a  poke,  as 
well  because  the  weather  was  bitterly  cold, 
as  to  try  if  he  could  make  things  around 
him  assume  a  more  cheerful  aspect,  when,  to 
his  no  small  gratification,  he  was  enlivened  by 
a  visit  from  his  friend,  Alfred  Thompson. 

'' Ahl  friend  Alfred  I"  exclaimed  Jack, 
'*  I'm  really  glad  to  see  you,  though  you 
have  been  so  long  finding  your  way 
here.      You    know    when   I   detected  you 
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SO  hard  at  work,  you  proiaised  me  an  eady 
Tiiit,  and  that  was  more  than  three  weeksnuoei 
EEae  businese  been  eo  very  uigent  with  700, 
that  within  all  this  time  yon  haven't  bad 
one  single  half  hour  to  devote  to  your  old 
ftiend  ?" 

Here  Jack  cast  a  sly  look  towards  his  late 
fellow  pupilj  which  there  was  snffieient  fire- 
light for  the  latter  to  deteot,  and  he  colored 
deeply  —  for  our  hero  had  received  a  lunl 
about  Thompson's  late  proceedings^  and  where 
he  had  been  spending  a  considerable  poitios  of 
his  timci  and  the  latter  suspected  as  much. 

''  Why,*  said  Thompson,  pausing  to  frame  hm 
reply,  yet  unable  to  arrange  it. 

•*WeU,  why  Tasked  Jack. 

*'  m  tell  you  in  a  minute^'*  answered  the 
young  barrister,  *^  but,**  here  he  paused  sgau, 
until  the  flickering  flame  produced  by  a  bub- 
bling coal  suddenly  expiring  left  the  apartment 
in  comparative  darimesss,  when  he  resumed : 
'^  now  m  make  short  work  <tf  it  and  coofeaB— 
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Boee  Laygent  has  for  the  last  fortnight  been 
staying  with  the  Chargem's  in  Bedford  Bow, 
where,  haying  a  carte  blanche  to  call  at  all  times 
and  hours — every  moment  I  could  safely  spare 
from  my  labors  I  have  devoted  to  her.  Thank 
heayen  my  prospects  are  now  brilliant  beyond 
even  my  most  sanguine  expectations ;  Rose  and 
I  are  engaged,  with  the  full  approbation  of  all 
her  family,  and  mine  of  course ;  and  if,  at  the 
twelvemonth's  end— of  which,  two  are  already 
expired,  I  clear  five  hundred  pounds— which  I 
am  sure  I  shall,  and  a  great  deal  more — we 
are  then  to  be  married  forthwith.  And  who's 
the  man  that  I  have  to  thank  for  all  this,  but  my 
dear  friend,  old  Jack  ?  God  bless  and  prosper 
him  as  he  deserves.  Had  it  not  been  for  his 
kind  encouragement,  I  must  either  have  aban- 
doned my  profession  in  despair,  or  have  lost  my 
senses — ^and  now  I  sometimes  fear  my  unlocked 
forauccess,  may,  even  yet,  run  off  with  them. 
How  can  I  ever  repay  the  deep  debt  of  gratitude 
I  owe  him.*' 
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'^  By  saying  nothing  more  about  the  matter, 
and  taking  your  grub  with  me,  and  bestowing 
upon  me  the  first  hour  of  your  society  Bose 
can  spare." 

^  Then  that  shall  be  the  present,  and 
all  the  rest  of  the  evening,  if  you  have  no 
better  engagements.  I  can*t  see  Rose  again  to* 
day,  as  she  is  obliged  to  dine  and  spend  the 
evening  with  some  stupid  folks  I  don*t  koovr.  I 
have,  therefore,  ordered  a  snug  dinner  for  two, 
and  secured  the  cosey  box,  as  you  call  it,  in  the 
Gray's  Inn  coffeehouse;  where,  to-day,  I  must 
stand  treat,  and  I  think  it  really  is  my  turn 
now  to  do  so." 

''Very  weU,"  sud  Jack,  **  whafs  the 
time  ?" 

'^  Six  o'clock  precisely,"  answered  Thomp- 
son ;  **  unless  any  other  would  suit  you 
better." 

''  No  time  could  be  more  agreeable  to  my- 
self," said  Jack,  *' although  I'm  in  no- wise  par- 
ticular as  to  the  precise  time,  provided  a  dinner 
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actually  does  take  place  some  time  or  other  in 
the  course  of  the  day :  that  is  to  say,  at  any  hour, 
between  one  and  eight.  Twelve's  a  little  too 
early,  when  a  man^doesn't  breakfast  till  betweea 
eight  and  nine ;  and  as  for  dining  at  nine  or 
ten  o'clock  at  night,  call  it  what  you  like,  you 
can  make  but  a  supper  of  it,  do  what  you 
will.  But  tell  me,  what's  the  time  now  :  for 
I  find  I  have  forgotten  to  wind  up  my 
watch  ?" 

'^  About  half  past  four,"  said  Thompson, 
presenting  his  watch  to  the  fire  to  inspect  the 
dial-plate ;  ^*  so  you've  a  good  hour  and  a  half 
to  spare." 

"  But  you're  not  going  to  run  off  again 
directly,  I  hope,"  said  Jack. 

"  Oh  !  no,"  answered  Thompson,  "  besides, 
I  have  to  give  you  an  account  of  what 
I  have  seen  this  morning,  which  the  sub- 
ject we've  been  just  conversing  upon,  for  the 
moment,  put  out  of  my  head.     I  fancy  it  may 
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have  more  to  do  .with  your  affidn  than  jon 
imagine.'' 

'*  Aye,  what  is  it  ?"  demanded  oar  hero. 
•  ^^  It  is,  that  your  crim  con  action  will  come 
to  nothing  before  three  days  are  past    White, 
I  am  certain,  has    at  last,  disoovered  the  real 
offender.** 

«<  How  ?  What  ?  Do  tell  me  aU  about 
it?" 

*'  Stay  quiet  and  I  will,  for  it's  rather  an  aw* 
f ul  affiiir,  I  can  assure  you.    I  went  to  the  OM 

BaQey  Sessions,  yesterday." 

*^  What  in  the  name  of  wonder  took  yoa 
there,"  asked  Jack. 

"  Listen,  and  you  shall  hear,"  said  Thomp- 
son, and  he  then  proceeded:  ^'  As  I  ha?e  seen 
so  little  of  the  practice  of  criminal  law,  I 
thought  it  better  just  to  take  a  look  into  the 
courts  of  the  Old  Bailey,  previous  to  joinbg  my 
Devonshire  Sessions ;  when,  to  my  great  amaae* 
ment,  who  should  I  see  placed  at  the  bar  on  a 
charge  of  forgery,  but  the  person  with  whom 
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you  had  that  row  opposite  my  father's  house  at 
LoDgpassage — Colonel  DawkinSi  or  the  person 
who  at  any  rate  so  styled  himself;  and  the  pro- 
secutor, to  my  still  greater  amazement,  was  ac- 
tually your  other  opponent,  Mr.  White." 

'*  Can  this  be  possible  t"  exclaimed  Jack,  for 
he  had  heard  so  little  to  gratify  him  latterly 
from  Longpasaage,  that  he  had  studiously 
avoided  making  any  inquiries  as  to  what 
might  be  going  on  there ;  '^  Do  tell  me/ 
added  he,  with  earnestness,  '*  do  tell  me  what 
are  the  particulars  ?'* 

^'  Those  I  am  unable  to  enter  into  minutely/* 
resumed  Thompson,  ^*  you  must  first  hear  what 
I  have  to  say  about  the  trial.  The  scene  I  saw 
acted  there,  was  so  terrible,  as  to  make  an  im* 
pression  upon  my  mind,  I  fear  I  shall  not  easily 
get  rid  of.  I  never  saw  a  man  condemned  to 
death  before ;  and  the  awfulness  of  the  whole 
proceeding  has  affected  one  much  more  than  I 
anticipated.*' 
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^'  Bat  do  tell  me  a  Utile  more  of  the  trial,*' 
aiud  Jack. 

^'  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  you  more 
than  a  very  imperfect  outline  of  it/'  resumed 
Thompson,  "  but  at  any  rate  I'll  try  to  do  my 
best.  The  prisoner  was  placed  at  the  bar  just 
as  I  succeeded  in  getting  a  seat  in  court  Nerer 
before  did  I  see  an  accused  exhibit  terror 
equal  to  his ;  it  was  so  great  indeed,  that  it  made 
me  shudder  to  witness  his  ineffectual  attempts 
to  utter  his  plea  of  not  guilty.  A  paper,  how- 
ever, which  was  handed  to  him  from  GoUem 
who  defended  him,  seemed  to  give  him  some 
relief  ;  and  as  the  trial  proceeded,  the 
evidence  against  him,  was  so  weak,  and  so 
shaken  by  GuUem's  skilful  cross-examination; 
added  to  the  favorable  view  the  judge  (Ander- 
ton)  took  of  the  case — who  you  know,  Kkc 
you  and  I,  strongly  disapproves  of  hang- 
ing for  forgery  —  that  for  a  long  time 
a      verdict     of     acquittal      was     anticipated 
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by  almost  every  one  present,  and  I  fully 
believe  by  the  prisoner  himself.  The  charge 
against  him  was  the  altering  of  a  banker's 
cheque  drawn  by  White  on  bis  bankers  in  Lon- 
don,  from  the  original  sum  of  fifty  pounds, 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  by  adding  the 
hundred,  both  in  writing  and  figures.  On 
cross-examination,  however,  the  banker's  clerk 
who  proved  the  tender  of  the  cheque,  the  latter 
admitted  that  he  had  often  cashed  Mr. 
White's  cheques  presented  by  Dawkins, 
for  a  much  greater  amount;  that  Dawkins 
and  Mr.  White  appeared  to  be  on  terms  of 
great  intimacy,  and  that  he  had  more  than  on 
one  occasion  seen  White,  after  receiving  money 
at  the  bank,  hand  it  over  directly  to  Dawkins. 
That  he  could  not  undertake  to  say  how  many 
times— -certainly  more  than  twice,  and  it  might 
be  a^  many  as  twenty,  and  that  he  had  also 
seen  Dawkins  draw  up  a  cheque  by  WTiite's 
directions,  and  sign  White's  name  to  it ;  the 
latter  complaining  that  his  hand  was  too  un- 

VOL.    Ill,  Q 
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steady  for  the  purpose  ;  bat  that  this  had  only 
occurred  in  bne  single  instance.  The  judge 
here  asked  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution  if  he 
had  any  more  witnesses,  when  the  latter  reified 
that  the  principal  witness  (namely,  the  proae' 
cutor)  was  dangerously  ill  and  unable  to  attend. 
Here  he  was  interrupted  by  a  voice  from 
the  body  of  the  court,  crying  out  in  a  loud 
tone :  *  He  is  here  I  He  is  here!  Hear  him* 
I  demand  to  be  heard !'  Oh  I  Jack,  you  should 
have  seen  the  start  of  horror  of  the  prisoner 
upon  recognising,  as  he  instantly  did,  the  tone 
of  this  voice.  He  had  just  begun  to  breithe 
freely,  his  fears  being  nearly  allayed  by  the 
fuU.expectation  of  an  acquittal,  and,  therefiore* 
the  effect  was  the  more  striking.  But  this  wss 
nothing  to  his  look  of  agonised  fear,  as  Ae 
witneof^  vfho  turned  out  to  be  White  himselfi 
pushed  his  way  into  the  witness  box,  and  from 
hence,  he  fixed  hiseyessternlyupontheaooused; 
who  shrunk  withering  under  his  fierce  gaie, 
like  some  poor  helpless  animal  under  the  Amch 
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nation  of  a  hideous  serpent  that  ia  just  prepar- 
ing to  crush  its  victim  within  its  poisonous 
fangs.  You  must  remember  White's 
harsh  features  and  swarthy  countenance;  but 
you  can  form  no  idea  of  the  expression  of 
deadly  hate  that  marked  them  as  he  regarded 
the  trembling  wretch^  who  writhed  beneath 
his  frown.  I  have  seen  splendid  acting  ^I 
have  seen  Macready  and  Young  often ;  and  as 
for  Kean,  who,  in  the  display  of  malignant 
passion  is  unequalled^  I  have  witnessed  him  in 
all  hid  best  characters — but  his  Shylock,  eren 
whilst  sharpening  the  knife  to  cut  the  pound 
of  flesh  from  the  unhappy  Aotouio^  was  very 
mildness  in  comparison  to  the  diabolical  cast 
of  vengeance  that  was  stamped  upon  our  Jew's 
features. 

^^  It  was  indeed,  so  remarkable,  that  the 
attention  of  every  one  present  was  rivetted 
to  it— until,  at  length,  the  judge  called  Plow- 
den's  attention,  (who  was  oouDsel  for  the  prose- 
cution), to  proceed  with  the  examination,  which 
a  3 
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be  having  done,  White  in  a  very  few  woidt«, 
proved  that  he  gave  the  cheqae  in  qnestioD, 
which  was  originally  drawn  by  him  for  fifty 
pounds,  to  Dawkins ;  that  he  gave  him  no 
sanction  or  authority,  whatever  to«  alter  it-* 
that  the  alteration  was  not  in  his  (White's) 
hand-writing  ;  but  in  that  of  Dawkins,  with 
which  he  (White)  was  well  acquainted. 

^'  Gullem  here  rose  to  cross-examine— «n<l 
he  .began  by  asking  Mr.  White,  how  he  came 
to  display  so  much  bitterness  against  the  pri- 
soner. 

"  '  No  slight  feelings  of  hatred  towards  year 
late  friend,  I  believe— aye,  Mr.  White?' 

'*  ^  Ask  him  have  I  not  cause,'  exclaimed  White, 
erecting  himself  to  his  full  height,  and  spread- 
ing out  his  arms.  There  was  not  much  per- 
haps much  in  the  words  themselves ;  but  their 
tone  and  effect  I  never  saw  equalled — ^be  man- 
aged somehow  or  other  to  throw  an  air  of  dig- 
nity into  his  appearance,  as  well  as  in  the  tone 
of  his  voice,  although  he  spoke  rapidly,  I  could 
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scarcely  have  belieTed  possible ;  and  which  it  is 
utterly  vain  for  me  to  attempt  to  describe.  Its 
effect  on  the  prisoner  was  dreadful;  who, 
gasping  in  his  ineffectual  attempts  to  ]  speak, 
his  voice  only  escaping  in  broken  whispers,  en- 
treated his  counsel  to  interrogate  the  witness 
no  further,  and  confessed  himself  guilty  of  the 
charge.  So  great,  indeed,  was  his  agita- 
tion, that  he  must  have  dropped  down,  had  he 
not  been  supported  by  the  turnkey  who  stood 
beside  him  in  the  dock. 

**  '  Then  you  have  nothing  to  do,  gentle- 
man, but  to  find  the  prisoner  guilty  ?'  ob- 
served the  judge. 

The  latter,  after  exchanging  a  few  words  to- 
gether, returned  their  verdict  accordingly. 

The  judge,  whose  countenance  on  hearing 
the  verdict,  turned  of  a  corpse-like  paleness, 
instantly  put  on  the*  fatal  black  cap— at  the 
sight  of  which,  the  culprit  uttered  such  a 
shriek !  Oh  I  my  dear  fellow,  the  sound  is  now 
ringing    in    my  ears — a    sound  so  fearful    I 
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never  beard  before,  and  I  trast,  may  never 
bear  again. 

^*  It  bad  indeed,  auob  an  effect  npon  ne, 
as  to  cbill  my  very  beart's  blood,  so  that  I 
became  scarcely  conscious  of  what  ooeaned 
afterwards.  ^ 

''  To  tell  the  honest  trulb,  I  had  nather  the 
courage  to  look  up  nor  listen ;  but  leanmg  down 
my  bead,  1  covered  my  eyes,  and  stopped  my  em, 
until,  from  the  movements  of  those  around  me, 
I  knew  the  unhappy  wretch  had  been  taken 
away. 

^*  As  I  bad  seen  and  heard  quite  enough 
for  one  day,  I  made  the  best  way  I  could  out  of 
the  crowded  court;  when,  just  as  I  got  into 
the  street,  ao  old  .woman  decently  dressed 
caught  me  by  the  arm,  and  whisperiog  in  my 
ear,  said,  but  in  a  i^rong  provinoial  west  country 
accent : 

'  Tell  your  friend.  Price,  the  guilty  will  get 
their  due,  and  the  innocent  be  deaied.  God's 
justice  may  be  slow,  but  I  eem,  ites  sure.' 
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*'  Here^  in  the  pressure  of  the  crowd,I  lost 
flight  of  her,  and  this  increasing^  for  a  man 
was  about  to  be  tried  for  murder,  I  saw  her  no 
nyore. 

^'  Dawkins  depend  upon  it,  is  the  seducer, 
and  this  White  has  at  last  discovered.  No 
feelings  but  those  of  an  injured  husband,  could 
have  excited  such  bitter  and  vindictive  hatred 
as  he  displayed  towards  the  wretched  cul- 
prit— 

**  The  veriest  Jew  that  e'er  was  Mammom's  slave, 
Whose  life,  and  heart,  and  soul,  is  all  for  gain, 
Could  not  have  shown  such  rancour  t'wards  the  thief 
Who'd  filched  each  stiver  from  his  pherished  hoard, 
And  left  him  penniless,  as  did  that  man  to-daj." 

**  Hey  day!  What's  all  this  spouting  finale 
about?''  inquired  Jack. 

^*  Only  a  quotation  from  O'Toole's  intended 
tragedy,"  answered  Alfred,  *'  which  I  wish 
him  more  luck  in,  than  I  fancy  he  is  ever  likely 
to  meet  with/' 
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CHAPTER      XX. 


A  FRIEND  DROPS  IN  UNEXPECTEDLY,  AND  MAKES 
A  VERY  IMPORTANT  COMMUNICATION  TO  CUB 
HERO. 


The  evening  following  that  of  Alfred  Thomp- 
son's visit,  we  find  Jack  in  his  chambers  en- 
gaged in  poring  over  a  dry  work  on  the 
doctrine  and  practice  of  special  pleading,  when 
the  sound  of  a  well  remembered  and  peculiar 
kind  of  knock  caused  him  to  start  from  his 
seat,  and  rushing  to  open   the   door,  for  he 
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didD*t  at  that  time  sport  even  the  undivided 
moiety  of  a  diminutive  clerk,  he  discovered, 
as  be  bad  anticipated,  his  good  friend  the 
Marquess  of  Baddington. 

"  Are  you  not  a  pretty  fellow,"  said  the  young 
lord,  shaking  Jack  most  heartily  by  the 
hand,  his  expressive  countenance  lighting  up 
with  pleasure  at  meeting  one  he  so  highly  re- 
garded as  he  did  our  hero.  ^^  Are  you  not  a 
pretty  fellow,  Jack,"  he  contiuued,  **  not  to 
answer  one  of  my  letters.  What  have  you  to 
say  for  yourself?" 

"  Simply  that  I've  never  received  one  from 
you,"  replied  Jack,  **  but  tell  me,"  he  added, 
**  have  you  also  received  none  of  mine  ?" 

^'  Not  a  scrap  or  line  of  any  kind,"  said  the 
Marquess,**  Depend  upon  it,*' he  resumed.  '*  Some 
enemies  have  been  at  work.  But  never  mind, 
their  plans  won't  succeed  now;  and  since  I 
have  succeeded  in  finding  out  the  main  plotter 
of  all  the  mischief,  I'll  take  good  care  to 
prevent  its  recurrence.     All's  right  now.  Jack, 
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Oh,  rm  Bueh  a  happy  fellow,  and  ao  shall  yov 
be  too.  I'm  going  to  be  nianied,  Jack;  whal 
d'yethbkof  that?" 

^'  Married  P  exclaimed  Jack  with  a  sadden 
start  of  surprise. 

"  Yes,  why  not,  7"  resumed.'  the  Mar- 
qaess.  *^  I  suppose  you've  no  olgection  pro* 
vided  it's  not  the  young  lady  you've  set  your 
heart  upon.  Aye,  look  as  demure  as  you  like, 
I've  found  out  your  secret  you  aly  fox;  aad 
I  approve  of  your  taste  too,  although  my  af- 
fections are  fixed  elsewhere.  Wkai^d'ye  thiak 
of  my  little  Harriet,  eh?" 

*'  That  you  couldn't  have  selected  one  who 
would  have  suited  you  better,"  said  Jack, 
and  in  a  tone  that  spoke  he  meant  it  too. 
'^  And  I  wish  you  joy  with  all  my  heart,  and 
may  God  bless  you  both  and  grant  you  health, 
longlife,  and  prosperity." 

^'  Well  done,  old  fellow,  that's  heartily  said 
and  honestly  wiahed,  I've  no  doiibt;  and 
so^"    added    lie^    giving    his    friend    one  of 
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hk  hearty  slaps  on  the  riioulder.  **  I  sin- 
cerelj  wish  the  same  to  you  and  Mias  Emily 
ArundelL  Aye,  did  I  hit  too  hard  that  I  made 
yon  jump  so?" 

.''  Emily  Arundell/'  ejaculated  Jaok  staring 
with  astonishment.   , 

''  The  very  same,"  replied  the  Marquess» 
mimicking  his  tone  of  surprise..  *'  Yes,  I 
know  all  about  it,  so  I  won't  put  you  to  the 
blush  by  compelling  you  to  enter  upon  your 
confession.  Yes,  Master  Jnok,  you  like  many 
other  sighing  swains  must  keep  the  secret  of 
your  affections  as  close  as  wax.  Had  you 
only  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag  to  me,  1  should 
have  set  your  mind  at  ease  in  a  moment, 
all  the  time  you  were  pining  and  fretting, 
your  internals  into  fiddlestrings ;  and  Miss 
Arundell,  pretty  dear  little  creature,  I  dare 
say  in  a  not  much  happier  condition ;  each  sup- 
posing the  other  engaged  to  somebody  else — a 
misapprehension  some  mischievous  plotters  were 
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the  authors  of  I'ye  no  doubt  Bat  Tve  found 
out  and  blown  up  the  whole  plot/' 

'^  What?  How  and  in  what  way?  do  tell 
me,  my  dear  Marquess?"  asked  JacL 

'*  Why  hearken  to  me  attentively,  and  will," 
replied  the  friendly  visiter.  ^'  Miss  Arundell  and 
her  aunt^  Mrs.  Tremoine,'^ he  continued,  ''were 
staying  at  my  father's  house  at  Thomington.  I  hod 
suspected  latterly  from  a  variety  of  circumstances 
put  together,  in  fact  ever  since  the  evening  we 
spent  at  your  hospitable  parson's,  Mr.  Trotter's 
that  there  was  some  kind  of  attachment,  over 
which  there  hung  a  mystery  betwixt  yourself 
and  the  young  lady  in  question,  and  my  sos- 
picions  were  confirmed  by  the  manner  in  which 
you  winced  when  I  once  accidentally  mentioned 
her  name  in  your  presence^  so  much  so  indeed 
that  I  never  afterwards  ventured  to  repeat  it. 
As  far  as  the  fair  lady  is  concerned,  all  doubt 
about  the  matter  was  set  at  rest,  by  the  eager 
manner  with  which,  a  day  or  two  since,  as 
well  as  one  or  two  former  occasions,  she  lis- 
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tened  to  a  conversation  about  oar  late  voyage, 
and  bj  the  flush  that  came  over  her  lovely  face 
— just  such  a  one  that  came  over  your  own 
then.  Jack— every  time  your  name  was  men- 
tioned. Then  somehow  or  other  I  found  out 
that  you  were  out  of  the  aunt's  good  bookS| 
who  at  last  commenced  a  regular  attack 
against  you,  hinting  in  pretty  broad  terms  that 
both  yourself  and  your  humble  servant  had 
lately  been  about  no  good.  At  last  the  old 
hacrgage  went  so  far  as  to  give  all  present 
to  understand  we  were  concerned  in  that  in- 
famous afiair  about  that  poor  girl  who  ran 
away  from  her  husband,  the  fellow  you  gave 
suoh  a  sound  thrashing  to  at  Longpassage,  if 
you  remember,  which  I  suppose  must  have 
given  rise  to  the  tale.  To  be  even  suspected 
of  being  implicated  in  so  infamous  a  transac- 
tion annoyed  me  exceedingly,  and  I  immedi- 
ately proceeded  to  consult  with  my  father  upon 
the  subject,  whom  I  found  in  the  library^  and 
luckily  with  no  one  else  in  the  room  but  Lord 
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Biddlefitone.    I  then  entered  fully  into  the 
subject  with  them^  and  they  both  advised  me 
to  write  to  Laygenty  who^  yoa  know,  manages 
all  my  father*8  matters  in  the  South»  to  make 
every  inquiry  into  the  affair,  and,  if  poasible, 
to  see  and  consult  with  you  upon  the  busmess. 
ApproYiDg  of  their  advice   I  determined  at 
once  to  adopt  it ;  but  as  you  well  know  I  am 
no  great  hand  at  letter-writing,  it  took  me  a 
long  time    to  explain     a    very  little,  added 
to  which  I  had  more  than  one  subjeet  to  write 
about,  for  I  also  wrote  to  desire  Laygent  to. 
meet  me  to*monrow  upon  the  sulgect  of  my 
marriage   settlements,  and  being  resolved  to 
finish    off    my   correspondence  all    at    once, 
I    determined    not   to    join    the    party    at 
dinner.     Well,    having    at    last    concluded, 
folded,  and  sealed  my  letters,  I  took  a  turn 
out     towards   the    stables    whilst    something 
in  the   eating  and  drinking  way  was  getting 
r^ady  for  me,  for  I  had  begun  to  feel  monstrous- 
ly hungry,  when   what  should  I  see  in  the 
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yard  there  bat  a  dark  green  chariot  with  a 
couple  of  posters,  and  servants  bringing  out 
trunks,  portmanteaus,  and  all  those  kind  of 
things.  The  carriage,  I  was  informed  upon 
making  the  inquiry,  was  Miss  Arundeli's.  Then 
I  began  to  smell  a  rat,  and  suspecting  the  old 
beldam  of  an  aunt  was, getting  her  niece  off 
clandestinely,  lest  a  further  explanation  should 
take  place,  I  resolved  to  see  fair  play.  Cutting 
therefore  into  the  house  as  fast  as  I  could,  I 
desired  one  of  the  men-servants  to  call  Lord 
Biddlestone  out  of  the  dming-room  instantly, 
who  fortunately  came  at  the  very  nick  of  time 
for  me  to  hint  my  suspicions  before  the  ladies 
concerned  made  their  appearance,  whom  we 
detected  each  carrying  a  band-box^  coming  very 
quietly  down  the  back  stairs. 

''Lord  Biddlestone  then  stepped  forward 
and  asked  Mrs.  Tremaine,  and  in  no  very 
gentle  tone,  what  he  was  to  understand  by  the 
extraordinary  aad  unexpected  movement  she 
was  about  to   make,  and  you   never  in  your 
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bora  days  saw  a  woman  more  taken  aback; 
yet    her    confasion    then,    was    nothing    in 
comparison  to  what  followed  when  her  niece 
asked  Lord  Riddlestone  if  the  whole  proceed* 
ing  was  not  done  with  his  approbation,  and  ia 
fact  by  his  express  direction.     Lord  Riddlestone 
denied  knowing  anything  of  the  matter,  and  ex- 
pressed   the  most  indignant  surprise   at   the 
gross  falsehood  of  Mrs.  Tremaine  who  it  seems 
had  thus  deceived  her  niece,  and  who  Taioly 
attempted  to  stammer  out  an  apology  for  ber 
conduct.     In  this  however  she  was  cut  short 
by  Miss  Arundell,  who  at  the  same  time  be- 
stowed such  a  look  upon  the  manoeuvring  old 
baggage. 

^<  The  expression  of  it  is  iar  beyond  my  powers 
of  description.  It  was  neither  of  anger,  nor  of 
scora ;  but  rather  of  that  calm  and  dignified 
sorrow  a  noble  mind  might  be  supposed  to  ex- 
hibit on  receiving  unmerited  ill  treatment; 
and  it  was  a  look  that  was  felt,  for  Mrs.  Tre- 
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maine  averted  her  head  in  very  shame  as  her 
niece  said  in  a  firm  and  distinct  tone — 

^<  ^  You  have  attempted  to  deceive  me — 
cruelly  to  deceive  me.  How  long  you  have 
done  80  your  own  conscience  can  best  tell  you. 
I  ask  for  no  explanation^  but  I  can  never 
trust  you  more.  You>  my  dear  Uncle,"  added 
she,  t'iking  Lord  Biddlestone's  arm,  ^*  you  are 
the  only  friend  now  to  advise  me,  and  I  need 
it  much.     May  I  speak  with  you  ?*' 

'^ '  Certainly,"  replied  his  Lordship,  and  he 
led  her  ofi^,  leaving  Mrs.  Tremaine  in  a  pretty 
state,  kicking  and  stamping  and  throwing  about 
her  arms,  and  your  humble  servant,  and  an 
ancient  looking  abigail  marvelling  mightily 
at  the  whole  affair;  but  being  no  hand  at 
scenes  I  soon  cut  my  stick ;  and  by  the  time 
I'd  done  my  dinner,  which  the  late  adventure 
certainly  did  not  take  away  my  appetite  from, 
in  walked  my  Lord  Biddlestone." 

**  Well,  Jack,  he  helped  me  out  with  my 
claret,  for    I'd  routed   him  out   just  as  the 
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denert  was  plaoiog  on  the  table,  so  we  both 
started  fm  you  see.  Wheo  being  all  saug  io 
in  my  own  private  room^  and  free  firom  inter- 
roptioDt  he  began  to  question  me  about  ooe 
Mr.  John  Price ;  and  whether  be  was  or  ever 
had  been  engaged  to  one  Miss  Bennett,  or  had 
ever  paid  his  addresses  to  her,  aU  of  which  I 
said  I  could  undertake  to  say  was  utterly  de- 
void of  foundation,  and  then  I  took  the  liberty 
of  saying  that  I  thought  the  gentleman's  af- 
fections were  fixed  elsewhere  and  1  told  him 
where  too,  and  in  fact  by  the  time  we'd  got 
to  the  bottom  of  the  bottli^  we  had  settled  the 
whole  matter  in  a  manner  Tve  no  doubt  will 
prove  satis&ctory  to  the  parties  prindpsUy 
concerned." 

Overwhelmed  with  gratitude  at  the  kind 
interest  his  friend  had  taken  in  his  affairs^  oar 
hero  could  only  express  those  feeliogs  by 
grasping  him  by  the  band,  for  hia  heart  was 
too  full  for  his  mouth  to  give  utterance  to 
sentiments,  which  the  more  deeply  they  are 
felt,  the  more  difficult  they  are  to  express. 
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'*  And  now/'  said  the  MarqucM^  ^^  as  I 
believe  Tve  gut  you  into  a  pretty  good  hutaour 
with  me,  now  is  the  time  to  ask  a  favor  at 
your  hands,  which  is  that  you  will  consent 
to  be  one  of  the  trustees  of  my  marriage  set- 
tlement. Laygent  meets  me  and  Riddlestone 
and  some  other  necessary  parties  to-morrow — 
The  Viscount  has  promised  to  act  in  the  trust 
with  you,  and  wishes  to  join  us  afterwards, 
and  to  make  one  of  a  quiet  family  party  at 
Lord  Hexham's  house.  You  must  however 
expect  to  find  things  rather  at  sixes  and  sevens, 
as  most  of  the  servants  are  in  the  country,  but 
I  dare  say  we  shall  make  it  out  pleasantly 
enough.  I  shaU  want  to  go  into  the  city  some 
time  to-morrow  afternoon,  and  I'll  call  for 
you,  and  give  you  a  lift  on  my  return— say 
five  or  half-past ;  and  now.  Jack,  I  must  be 
moving," 

'^  But  do  tell  me  before  you  go,  what  became 
of  Mrs.Tremaine?" 

*^  Oh,  she  bowled  hereelf  off  in  the  dark- 
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green  chariot ;  and  if  she  ever  finds  her  way 
into  my  father's  house  again,  or  mine  either, 
by  the  way,  it  won't  be  by  invitation,  I  pro- 
mise you.     And  so,  Jack,  good  bye.** 
And  away  he  went. 
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CHAf^TER  XXL 


JACK  8  AFFAIRS  BEGIN  TO  ASSUME  A  BRIGHTER 
ASPECT.  MR.  SULKY  SULLEN  RECEIVES  A 
LITTLE  ADVICE  RATHER  MORE  SOUND  THAN 
PLEASANT.  THE  MOST  AGREEABLE  SURPRISE 
IN  THE  WORLD  OCCURS  AT  THE  END  OF  THE 
CHAPTER. 


On  the  following  morning,  just  as  Jack  was 
about  to  sit  down  to  his  solitary  breakfast,  Mr* 
Lajgent  dropped  in ;  but  as  the  latter  had  already 
gone  through  that  ceremony  elsewhere,  he  de- 
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dined  our  hero's  invitation  to  partidpate  with 
him  in  his  meal. 

Laygent  excused  his  early  caU,  by  stating 
that  he  had  a  great  deal  of  important  bosinese 
to  transact  in  the  course  of  the  morning,  and 
that  therefore  he  was  compelled  to  avail  him- 
self of  the  little  time  at  his  command. 

^*  Be  quiet,  I  know  it,  as  Sir  David  Dander 
says/'  interrupted  Jack  breaking  an  egg, 
which  however  proved  a  bad  one»  as  London 
eggs  early  in  January  often  are,  which  deterred 
hiro  from  trying  another,  so  he  contented 
himself  with  finishing  off  with  a  buttered 
French  aolL 

"  Probably  you  do,"  replied  Laygent, 
*'  and  I  hope  I  may  soon  be  similarly  employed 
on  behalf  of  one  of  the  intended  brid^room's 
particular  friends." 

•*  If  you  mesa  me/*  said  Jack,  "  I  know  of 
few  things  more  likely." 

'<  What?  Who?    Mies  Bennett?"  inqnii^ 
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Laygent;  who  really  thought  he  had  made  a 
right  hit. 

*•  No,'*  said  Jack,  '*  the  antipodes  are  not 
further  from  the  mark.  It  is  strange  the  people 
will  insist  upon  engaging  me  to  Miss  Bennett^ 
when  we  really  know  so  little,  and  care  still 
less  for  each  other,  nor  have  I  ever  shown  her 
any  kind  of  marked  attention." 

''But  has  she  not  shown  it  you?"  asked 
Laygent 

'^  Not  particularly,*'  said  Jack ;  "  I  have 
been  upon  far  more  intimate  terms  with  half<>a« 
dozen  young  ladies  at  the  same  time,  when 
I'm  sure  the  idea  of  a  matrimonial  engagement 
never  entered  the  heads  of  any  one  of  them." 

"  Aye,"  observed  Laygent,  "  but  those 
ladies  were  not  the  haughty  Miss  Bennett, 
who  looked  with  distant  dignity  upon  all  the 
rest  of  marriageable  men,  whilst  to  you  she 
was  all  smiles  and  sweetness.  This  departure 
from    her    usual  habits  you    cannot  wonder 
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formed  a  subject  for  remark,  particularly  in 
such  a  gossipping  place  as  Longpassage.'* 

'^  I  regret  exceedingly  that  it  should  have 
done  so,**  replied  Jack ;  •'  for  independently 
of  placing  Miss  Bennett  in  a  very  uneoTiaUe 
point  of  view,  it  has  caused  a  great  deal  of 
misery  to  myself,  and  what  is  woracy  to  one 
whose  happiness  is  far  dearer  to  me  than  my 
own." 

*^  Who  in  the  name  of  all  thafs  mysterious 
can  she  be  ?"  asked  Laygent.  '^  Oh !  I  knoxf 
now/'  added  he  with  a  sudden  start,  '^  your 
lovely  unknown  that  you  so  unexpectedly  saw 
at  Westford  when  you  and  I  were  there  about 
the  poor  Coloners  affairs." 

And  then  he  laughed  and  clapped  his  hands, 
and  then  rubbed  them  together  to  show  he 
knew  he  had  hit  the  right  nail  on  the  head  at 
last,  which  our  hero,  laughing  till  he  got  veiy 
red  in  the  face  admitted  to  be  the  fact., 

*'  Indeed,"    said  Laygent,  *^  well,  I'm  sin- 
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cerely  rejoiced  lo  hear  it,  not  doubtiag  you 
have  found  her  other  good  qualities  equal  to 
her  good  looks." 

*'  Far  beyond  them,"  said  Jack,  "  and  yet 
I  never  set  eyes  on  woman  half  so  beautiful." 
*'  Then  you're  a  lucky  fellow.     Any  money, 
eh  ?"  inquired  the  solicitor. 

"  Oh,  the  money  be  hanged,"  answered  Jack, 
''  I  ^ish  she  hadn't  a  farthing.  Td  ten  times 
rather  work  to  maintain  a  wife  than  she  should 
maintain  me  ;  but  we  can't  expect  you  know 
to  have  every  thing  exactly  as  we  wish^ 
besides  I  shall  have  money  enough  of  my  own 
for  all  I  require,  and  so  I  must  be  thankfuL 
Thankful,"  continued  he,  **  all  man's  powers 
of  thankfulness  are  inadequate  to  express  one 
hundredth  part  of  what  I  owe  to  Heaven  for 
the  blessings  now  in  store  for  me,  and  may 
God  of  his  infinite  mercies  grant  that  I  never 
abuse  them." 

'^  The  most  unlikely  man  on  earth  to  do  so," 
VOL.  in.  R 
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interrupted  Laygent.  "  Bat,"  added  lie^ 
'^  what^s  the  name  of  the  loyely  onknownl 
eh?" 

''  Why,"  said  Jack,  hesitatingly,  <«  as  I 
haven't  yet  made  any  propoaals,  I  think  I'll 
defer  mentioning  it  till  Fm  duly  accepted. 
But  I  trust  you  will  hear  from  me  eie  long 
upon  the  subject.  Besides,  until  an  engage 
ment  of  some  standing  has  enabled  a  man  to 
put  somewhat  of  a  bracen  face  upon  the 
matter,  he  is  painfully  aware  that  he  can 
never  utter  the  name  of  his  lady  love,  with* 
out  looking  like  a  simpleton.  You  may  think 
me  one  if  you  like,  and  if  you  do  I  believe  I 
must  plead  guilty  to  the  charge." 

•'  Very  well,"  said  Laygent  «  The  mattsr 
being  of  so  delicate  a  nature  Til  suspend  my 
curiosity  for  the  present.  And  now  aboat 
some  other  matters  in  which  you  are  ooh* 
cerned.  In  the  first  place  I  have  aetdedaU 
about  your  action.    I  believe  Thompson  has 
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mentioned  to  you  hb  suspicions  that  White  had 
discovered  Dawkins   to  be  the  guilty  party, 
and  so  the  eyeot  has  turned  out,  so  he'll  meet 
with  the  just  reward  of  his  iniquities,  for  if 
his  sentence  is  too  harsh  in  proportion  to  the 
crime    of  which   he    is  convicted,  it    is  not 
half  severe    enough    for  his  other  misdeeds, 
which    the  law   could   never  reach,  or   very 
inadequately     punish.      Why,    Sharper     in- 
formed lue  that  he  nearly  killed  the  poor  old 
woman,  who  tried  to  follow  and  protect  her 
onhappy  mistress,  when  he  enticed  her  from 
Mr.  Phibber's,  by  throwing   the   faithful  old 
creature  with  such  violence  against  the  pave- 
ment that  she  was  taken  up  senseless  from  a 
concussion  of  the  brain,  and  for  some  time  she 
remained  in  Bartholomew's  Hospital  in  a  very 
precarious  state,  and   in    fact  it   is   doubtful 
whether  she  will  ever  quite  recover  from  the 
effects  of  the  injuries  she  then  received.  White 
however,  to   whom   she  divulged  the   whole 
matter,  has  promised  to  provide  for  her,  and 
R  3 
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I  dare  say  he'll  keep  his  word^  for  to  do  hhn 
justice,  he  has  acted  very  liberally  since  his 
eyes  have  been  opened  to  the  real  state  of 
things.  He  paid  every  farthing  I  demanded 
as  costs  between  attorney  and  client, 
without  demur  or  scruple.  I  find  also  he  has 
not  only  liberated  Mrs.  Johnson  from  prison, 
bat  is  going  to  allow  her  an  annuity,  so  upon 
the  whole,  the  Jew's  a  better  fellow  than 
we  either  of  us  took  him  for." 

*^  He  is  indeed,"  said  Jack ;  ^'  and  now  that 
this  unpleasant  affair  is  settled,  I  shall  begb 
to  look  with  a  more  favourable  eye  towards  the 
folks  of  my  old  native  town*  I  suppose  I 
may  expect  an  acquittal  now,  even  at  the 
hands  of  Mrs  Hester  and  Miss  Letitia  Van* 
brunner." 

"  Ob,  they've  quite  enough  to  engross  their 
thoughts  about  matters  nearer  home,**  answered 
the  [attorney.  ^'  Haven't  you  heard  about 
their  nephew  Master  Gerald's  happy  union  r 

"  No,"   answered   Jack,     "  I    have   heaid 
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nothing  of  his  being  actually  married ;  but  1 
heard  quite  enough  sometime  since  of  his 
being  about  to  be,  to  drive  me  well  nigh  mad. 
But  it  served  me  perfectly  right.  How 
could  I  suppose  she  could  look  with  eyes  of 
affection  upon  such  a  man.  Or  how  could  I 
be  weak  enough  to  place  any  reliance  upon  a 
syllable  that  old  Jansen  Yanbrunner  said  ?" 

"Aye,  by  the  bye,"  remarked  Laygent, 
**  that's  a  serious  affair  with  him ;  much  as  I 
disliked  the  man,  I  really  pitied  him  when  I 
heard  it." 

"  But  what  is  all  this  then,  pray  do  tell  me  ?" 
demanded  Jack. 

Mr.  Laygent  then  ^ave  an  account  of  all 
he  knew  about  Mr.  Gerald  Yanbrunner's 
elopement,  and  the  effect  the  intelligence  of 
it  and  Mr.  White's  letter  had  produced  upon 
his  father*. 

"  He  was,"  continued  Laygent,  "  found 
lying  insensible  on  the  floor  of  his  breakfast 
room  with  the  fatal  letter  in  his  hand.    At 


366  THE   THREE   8TUBENT8. 

first  he  was  believed  to  be  dead ;  but  he  soon 
after  exhibited  signs  of  returning  animation ; 
Dr.  Mangles  was  sent  for,  and  has  been  in 
dose  attendance  at  Langton  Grove  ever  since. 
The  little  doctor  however,  as  I  nnder- 
standy  considers  his  patient  will  survive  this 
present  attack,  which  is  a  paralytic  seizors; 
but  that  he  will  be  but  a  shattered  wreck  for 
the  rest  of  his  days ;  and  that  another  fit  will 
probably  carry  him  off.  Whether  it  was/' 
continued  Mr.  Laygent,  **  from  vexatkm  on 
account  of  all  these  untoward  eventa--a  cause 
said  to  produce  such  effects — but  from  some 
cause  or  other,  Miss  Letitia  Vanbrunnw  is  laid 
up  with  a  severe  attack  of  rheumatic  gout, 
which,  as  far  I  can  understand,  she  is  not 
likely  to  get  quit  of  in  a  hurry.** 

''And  how's  Billy  Twaddle?"  inquired 
Jack.  '^  The  old  scamp  cut  me  dead  the  other 
day ;  but  I  suppose  I  must  forgive  him.  In 
fact,  I  consider  it  was  a  sample  of  rather 
better  taste  than  I  should  have  given  BiUj 
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credit  for;  as,  supposing  he  believed  what  it 
seems  all  the  rest  of  the  town  did  of  me — I 
think  I  had  no  right  to  expect  better  treatment 
at  bis  hands.  So  do  tell  me,  how  is  old 
BiUy  r 

**  Got  the  gout  too,"  answered  Laygent, 
^  only  Twaddle's  is  simply  hissing  hot  gout, 
nothing  at  all  rheumatic  in  it.  And 
now  good  bye,  my  dear  fellow,  I  can't  stay 
another  moment.  To  tell  you  the  truth  Tve 
been  here  too  long  already ;  but  the  fact  is, 
whenever  you  and  I  begin  spinning  yarns  to- 
gether, as  we  call  them,  I  never  know  how  to 
get  away  again.  With  these  observations  the 
honest  attorney  shook  hands  with  his  friend 
Jack,  and  departed. 


**  Well,  Mr.  Laygent,  how  do  you  do  ?*' 
asked  Mr.  Sulky  Sullen,  who  met  and  thus  ac- 
costed   that   gentleman    as   he  was    passing 
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through  Lincoln's  Inn ;  '^  and  how,"  oon tinned 
the  counsel,  ^^  gets  on  your  gallant  fiiend  the 
Colonel,  and  his  Writ  of  Right  ?' 

"  Both  yery  well,  thank  you,"  answered 
Irfiygent,  dryly. 

'*  Eh !  what  T  inquired  Mr,  Sullen,  evinc- 
ing great  surprise,  for  he  knew  Laygent  well, 
and  knew  also  that  he  never  told  a  lie,  even 
in  jest  ;  whilst  the  latter  continued, 

'*  Simply  that  we  intend  to  put  m  a  plea  ia 
abatement  which  will  prove  a  r^ular  floorer  to 
the  demandant,''  rejoined  the  attorney. 

''How?  What  plea?  What. grounds  can 
you  possibly  have  for  supporting  it  T  demanded 
the  Counsel* 

**  Bankruptcy  in  the  demandant,''  answered 
the  Attorney. 

'^  Bankruptcy  I"  reiterated  Mr.  Sullen  m 
tones  of  amazement,  ^*  why,  I  never  received 
a  hint  of  any  thing  of  the  kind  at  our  late 
consultation." 

**  Nor  did  I  either,"  said  Laygent;  "  but  if 
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you  hadn't  stopped  Mr.  Gubbins's  mouth  so 
hastily,  when  he  was  answering — though  it 
must  be  admitted  in  rather  a  round-about  way, 
a  question  put  by  yourself,  he  would  have  af- 
forded us  all  this  valuable  information  in  thV' 
less  time  than  you  consumed  in  your  expres- 
sions of  wrathful  petulance.  Had  this  know- 
ledge never  reached  us,  as  it  did  afterwards 
by  one  of  the  merest  accidents  in  the  world,  a 
worthy  gentleman  would  have  been  reduced 
from  comparative  affluence  to  abject  poverty. 
Bear  this  therefore  in  mind  for  the  time  to 
come,  that  if  a  client,  or  any  other  party 
present  is  desirous  of  furnishing  you  with  in* 
formation  respecting  the  business  in  hand, 
although  you  may  neither  like  his  style  nor  his 
manner — yet  for  all  this  don't  stop  his  mouth 
till  he  has  said  his  say  out,  or  you  may  again 
run  the  risk  of  producing  the  very  conse- 
quences, we  have  so  fortunately  but  just  es- 
caped from — " 

"  'Pshaw  1"  said  Mr.  Sulky  Sullen,  and  turn- 
R  5 
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ing  abruptly  on  hie  heel,  he  walked  off  h^iUy 
indignant;  but  he  told  Alfred  Tbontpaon  acne 
years  afterwuds,  that  Mr.  Laygent  kad  given 
hifn  the  best,  though  the  severest  leeeon  he  had 
ever  received ;  one  that  he  had  pondered  over 
during  many  sleepless  hoars  of  the  night,  and 
he  trusted  he  had  proited  by  it ;  for  that  like 
whipping  boys  at  boundaries,  it  had  made  an 
indelible  impression  upon  his  memory. 


The  Marquess  had  anticipated  punctuality, 
for  he  was  at  least  half  an  hour  before  his 
appointed  time ;  but  Jack  had  done  the  same, 
and  was  ready  dressed  for  dinner,  when  his 
lordship  reached  his  chambers.  Having 
nothing  to  detain  them,  they  both  set  off  im- 
mediately  in  the  carriage  that  had  taken  the 
Marquess  to  the  city. 

All  the  way  the  young  lord,  who  was  is 
high  spirits,  efaatt«d  incessantly,  and  on  their 
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arrival  at  Lord  Hexham's  residence,  the  Mar- 
quess himself  ushered  Jack  up  the  stairs,  which 
as  they  were  ascending  the  former  observed, 
*'that  it  wanted  a  good  hour  then  to  dinner; 
but  that  the  ladies  would  probably  manage  to 
amuse  him  in  the  interim." 

"  Ladies  I"  exclaimed  Jack  greatly  surprised. 

''Yes,  ladies,"  answered  the  Marquess, 
*'  So  you  see  the  advantage  a  man  of  neat 
habits  like  yourself  always  has  in  being 
at  all  times  prepared  for  accidents  of  this 
kind.  Allow  me  to  announce  you,"  added  he 
opening  the  door  of  a  well  known  apartment 

Jack  on  entering  it  found  but  one  lady 
there — but  that  lady  was  his  Emily !  No 
one  joined  them  for  the  next  half  hour ;  but 
that  half  hour  was  by  far  the  happiest  that 
had  ever  blessed  our  hero's  existence,  and  amply, 
as  he  considered,  repaid  him  for  all  his  former 
misery. 
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CHAPTER  XXIL 


CONCLUSION. 


Our  tale  is  nearly  told.  A  few  weeks  after 
the  events  recorded  in  the  foregoing  chapter, 
the  Marquess  of  Baddington  was  united  in  the 
holy  bands  of  Wedlock  to  his  pretty  and 
amiable  cousin  Harriet :  an  example  our  hero 
and  Emily  Arundell  soon  after  followed,  in 
which  happy  state  we  wish  them  all  erery 
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earthly  felicity,  and  if  we  may  judge  of  the 
future  by  the  present  and  the  past,  our 
good  wishes  have  every  prospect  of  being 
raised. 

The  Marquess,  notwithstanding  the  volatile 
and  unsteady  life  he  formerly  lived,  is  now 
become  one  of  the  most  domestic  and  well 
conducted  men  in  the  world.  The  irregulari- 
ties he  had  been  guilty  of  in  early  youth, 
arose  much  more  from  the  numerous  tempta- 
tions with  which  he  was  surrounded,  amidst 
the  kind  of  society  into  which  he  was  unluckily 
thrown,  than  from  any  innate  depravity  of 
disposition.  Like  many  other  young  men  of 
exalted  rank,  who  possess  high  spirits  and 
elegant  address,  his  acquaintance  was  eagerly 
sought  by  a  certain  class  of  persons,  who, 
though  by  birth  and  education  ranking  amongst 
the  highest  of  the  land,  by  the  general  tenor 
and  conduct  of  their  lives,  would  be  a  dis- 
credit to  the  meanest  grade  'of  society.  With 
such  characters  as  these  no  man  could  associate 


374  THE    THBEB  8Ttn>ERTS. 

long  without  oontaminatioo,  and  the  yoong 
Marquess  was  led  away  by  thebr  pernicious 
precepts  and  example  to  follow  a  course  of  di^ 
sipation,  he  looked  back  upon  with  regret  and 
shame  in  after  life.  Fortunately  for  him 
however  all  his  aoquuntance  were  not  of  that 
stamp. 

At  Cambridge  he  had  formed  an  acquaint* 
ance  with  our  friend  Jack,  the  latter  of  whom 
although  on  the  one  hand  he  saw  much  that 
he  disapproved  of  in  his  noble  young  friendi 
yet  on  the  other  he  found  a  great  deal  more 
in  him  to  like. 

The  Duke  of  Westford,  the  Marquess's 
father,  to  whom  our  hero's  character  soon 
became  known,  was  exceedingly  desirous  that 
the  intimacy  between  these  two  young  men 
should  be  kept  aliye.  To  £mlitate  this  Jack 
was  frequently  invited  during  the  vacations 
to  spend  as  much  time  as  he  could  spare  at 
l^omington,  where  his  gwoillemanly  addrsss 
good   nature,   and    powers    of    amusement. 
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rendered  him  ever  a  welcome  goeqt,  as 
he  also  was  to  the  Duke's  house  in  London. 
When  however  both  the  Marquess  and  Jack 
had  quitted  college^  the  former  entering  upon 
a  London  life,  soon  acquired  such  a  host  of  ac- 
quaiatancesi  most  of  whom  Jack  took  no 
pleasure  in  associating  with,  and  who  on  their 
parts  had  no  greater  relish  for  his  company, 
that  although  no  actual  coolness  took  place 
between  the  two  friends,  yet  they  met  more 
rarely,  and  though  neither  would  like  to  have 
admitted  it,  felt  less  interest  than  formerly  in 
each  other's  society.  This  the  Duke  observed 
with  regret ;  many  of  the  Marquess's  associ- 
ates were  persons  he  highly  disapproved  of, 
whilst  at  the  same  time  he  was  grieved  to  dis- 
cover a  spirit  of  careless  recklessness 
springing  up  in  his  son's  habits  which  he  had 
never  before  exhibited,  and  which  with  all  a 
parent's  extenuating  fondness  he  attributed  en- 
tirely to  the  evil  counsels   of  the  dissolute 
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companions  with  whom  he  had  latterly  asso* 
ciated« 

The  Duke  was  therefore  anxious  beyond 
measure  that  the  intimacy  between  the  Mar* 
quess  and  hb  college  friend  should  be  again 
reyiyed^  as  few  men,  if  any,  stood  higher  in  the 
Duke's  estimation  than  Jack  did,  and  it  was  ow- 
ing entirely  to  the  high  terms  in  which  his  grace 
had  spoken  of  him  to  his  noble  father-in-law, 
Lord  Hexham,  whilst  regretting  the  compa- 
rative estrangement  between  Lord  Badding- 
ton  and  Jack,  who  but  a  short  time  pre- 
viously had  been  almost  the  shadows  of  each 
other,  that  the  haughty  earl  was  induced  to 
seek  our  hero's  acquaintance,  which  so  soon, 
as  we  have  before  mentioned,  ripened  into 
terms  of  close  intimacy.  The  Marquess 
too  had  always  liked  Jack  for  his  agree- 
able qualities,  whibt  at  the  same  time  he  re- 
spected him  for  his  good  ones.  He  had 
therefore    listened  patiently   to    the  lectures 
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the  latter  from  time  to  time  thought 
it  an  act  of  friendly  duty  to  read  to  him, 
however  little  he  might  feel  inclined  to  follow 
out  their  precepts.  Our  hero^  who  well  knew 
the  kindness  of  heart,  generous  disposition, 
and  many  other  good  qualities  of  his  noble 
young  friend;  spared  no  pains  to  wear  him 
away  from  his  vicious  pursuits,  and  by  show- 
ing them  forth  in  their  true  colours,  to  de- 
prive them  of  their  deceptive  charms.  This 
was  certainly  no  easy  task.  It  was  one  that 
required  great  tact  and  judgment;  but  Jack 
so  managed  matters,  that  in  the  end  he  proved 
completely  successful. 

During  their  late  yachting  excursion,  our 
hero  had  many  opportunities  for  carry- 
ing out  his  friendly  views,  until  at  length  the 
Marquess  candidly  owned  that  many  of  the 
peccadilloes  he  had  indulged  in  were  actuated 
more  by  vanity  than  inclination ;  and  that  if 
the  society  in  which  he  had  mixed  had  visited 
bis  sins  with  the  censure  they  merited,  instead. 
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as  too  often  happened,  of  applaudiag  the  per- 
petrator, he  should  have  thought  and  aeted 
very  differently. 

Our  hero  made  the  most  of  the  vantage 
ground  this  eonfeasion  afforded  hinii  aadatroTe 
his  ntmoat  to  expose  the  folly  as  well  as  the 
wickedness  of  foUowing  on  a  ooutse  that  saoner 
or  later,  is  sure  to  terminate  in  shame  and 
misery. 

What  he  tried  strongly  to  impreaa  upon  his 
friend's  mind  was,  the  weakness  of  doing  wrong 
from  the  mere  apprehension  of  what  a  fern 
disreputable  acquaintanoes^-whom  in  Us  heart 
he  must  despise,  and  whose  sentimenta  he  coold 
hold  in  no  higher  estimation— would  think  of 
his  turning  oyer  a  new  leaf  and  leading  an 
amended  life  ;  and  how  unimportant  the 
opinions  of  such  people  really  ware,  as  com- 
pared with  those  of  the  more  aober  and  re- 
spectable portion  of  the  community.  But  his 
strongest  weapcms  were  his  powers  of  ridiculei 
^d  he  brought  his  noble  friend  to  think  more 
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seriously  of  altering  his  mode  of  life  by 
making  his  vices  appear  in  a  contemptible 
point  of  yieWf  than  the  most  eloquent  sermons 
upon  their  sinfulness  would  have  effeoted. 

One  of  the  most  fortunate  incidents  that 
could  have  occurred  to  aid  his  friendly  efforts 
was  Mr.  B^nald  Dobson's  lying  boast  of  his 
eucoesaful  conquests  amongst  the  softer  sex, 
we  have  already  alluded  to.  We  say  his  lying 
boast  —  because  although  Satan  had  ^Ued 
his  sensual  heart  with  all  the  evil  inclina- 
tion ;  yet,  as  in  thousands  of  like  instances,  an 
all  wise  creator  had  made  him  such  a  man,  in 
mind,  manner,%brm,  and  feature,  as  to  render 
him,  in  spite  of  his  vicious  propensities,  a 
comparatively  harmless  animal. 

Now  the  Marquess,  notwithstanding  the 
levity  of  his  recent  life,  was  so  disgusted  with 
the  account  the  dissipated  comet  had  given  of 
his  love  adventures,  that  it  made  a  lasting  and 
most  usrful  impression  upon  his  mind.  On  the 
very  day  following  Dobson's  abrupt  departure. 
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as  the  young  lord  and  Jack  were  returning 
homewards  together  from  a  shooting  excursion, 
the  former  alluded  to  the  subject — express- 
ing  in  very  plain  terms,  the  brutal  and  con- 
temptible light  in  which  Dobson  had  shown 
himself  forth  to  his  late  boon  companions. 

*^  And  yet,"  observed  our  hero,  **  some  of 
your  own  misdeeds,  if  exposed  to  the  view  of 
strictly  virtuous  men,  would,  in  their  eyes,  ap- 
pear in  scarcely  a  more  favorable  light." 

The  blow  was  a  friendly  one,  but  it  was 
severely  felt— the  Marquess  started,  and  fairiy 
gasped  for  breath  amidst  the  mingled  feelings 
of  surprise,  anger,  vexation,  md  shame ;  and 
flinging  himself  indignantly  away  from  his  com- 
panion he  walked  off  in  a  contrary  direction  to 
the  one  they  had  been  pursuing  together.  Jack 
was  grieved  to  find  that  he  had  so  deeply 
wounded  his  friend's  feelings;  he,  therefore, 
only  waited  until  the  first  ebullition  of  vexation 
should  subside,  to  express  to  him  the  r^ret  he 
really  felt  at  ha^ng  so  seriously  annoyed  him. 
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He,  therefore,  followed  him  at  a  short  distance ^ 
until  the  latter  turning  suddenly  about,  ad- 
vanced towards  him,  and  extending  his  hand, 
said — 

^' Jack,  mj  dearest,  and  best  of  friends,  don't 
think  you  have  made  me  angry  with  you  ;  for 
never  can  I  be  grateful  enough  for  the  service 
you  have  just  rendered  me.  The  Spartans 
could  have  adopted  no  wiser  plan  for  de- 
terring their  children  from  the  beastly  vice 
of  drunkenness,  than  by  exposing  their  in- 
toxicated helots  to  their  view.  Your  opening 
my  ejes  to  the  possibility  of  any  of  my  acts 
being  looked  upon  by  respected  men,  like 
those  that  creature,  Dobson,  wished  us  to  be- 
lieve him  the  perpetrator  of,  was  the  bitterest, 
but  the  most  salutary  medicine  lever  swallowed 
— and  I  trust/will  work,  if  not  perfect  a  cure, 
at  least,  an  amended  life." 

From  that  hour,  the  Marquess  became  an 
altered  man  ;  and  not  only  did  he  forgive  our 
friend.  Jack,  the  pain   he  had  inflicted  upon 
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him,   but   ever   after  regarded  him  with  in* 
creased  feelings  of  regard  and  esteem. 

Our   hero  was,   indeed,  rejoiced  to  see  the 
change   he  had  so   happily  effected  in  a  per- 
son,  'for  whom,  notwithstanding  all  his  failings, 
he  entertained    a  strong   affection ;  and  this 
proved  ,one   great  solace   to   the  sorrow  the 
untoward  state  of  his  love  affairs,  jost  about 
that  period  occasioned  him.    At  the  same  time, 
however,  he  entertained  great  dread  that  the 
good  seeds  he  had  been   the  means  of  plant- 
ing in  his  friend's  mind,   would  not  long  re- 
main   unchoked    with   evil   weeds   when   the 
latter  began  again  to  mix  in  the   gay  workL 
He  was  glad  beyond  measure,  therefore,  when 
he  found  the    Marquess    was  not  only  about 
to   adopt  the   best  method  to  insure  his  fol- 
lowing   out    his    good    intentions,  by  taking 
unto  himself  a   wife,  but  also,  that  that  wife^ 
was  to  be  the  good,  the  kind-hearted,  and  amia- 
ble little    Harriet;  whom  he  had   no  doubt, 
would  prove  everything  a  fond  husband  could 
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desire.  And  so  it  turned  out ;  and  it  would  be 
di£Scnlt  to  find  anywhere,  a  happier  couple  than 
the  present  Marquess  and  Marohioness  of  Bad- 
diogtoD. 

But  though  difficult  to  find,  there  still  is  one 
happier  couple,  and  that  his  Jack  and  his  be- 
loved Emilj.  Their  love  for  each  other  is  so 
unbounded,  and  they  have  so  much  to  make 
them  contented  with  their  lot,  that  we  believe 
them  to  be  the  two  happiest  people  throughout 
the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  They 
have  health,  wealth,  a  handsome,  numerous, 
good,  and  healthy  offspring.  They  possess  the 
affection  and  esteem  of  all  ranks  and  classes  of 
society ;  and  with  hearts  overflowing  with  gra^ 
titude  towards  the  divine  bestower  of  all  bless*^ 
ings,  they  walk  the  path  of  life  in  thankfulness, 
and  in  the  fervent  hope,  that  when  their  earthly 
pilgrimage  is  ended,  they  may,  with  those 
nearest  and  dearest  to  them,  enjoy  an  eter- 
nity of  bliss  in  the  everlasting  mansions  of 
their  heavenly  father. 
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•  For  a  few  years  after  his  marriage,  out 
hero  practised  in  'his  profession  as  a  barrister 
— ^andy  doubtless,  had  necessity  compelled  him 
to  follow  it,  he  would  have  risen  to  high  dis- 
tinction ;  but  the  death  of  his  good  old  grand- 
mother, as  also  of  his  relative,  the  Admiral, 
(for  the  two  worthy  old  folks  died  within  a  short 
time  of  each  other,)  gave  him  so  ample  an  in* 
come,  that  he  considered  it  hardly  fair  to  take 
money  out  of  the  pockets  of  those  who  really 
wanted,  by  competition  with  them  in  a  profession 
so  over-stocked  with  candidates;  and  so  he  gave 
up  practice  altogether. 

From  that  period,  he  has  spent  the  most  of 
his  time  in  Cornwall,  where,  in  right  of  his 
wife,  he  possessed  a  splendid  mansion  and  park ; 
and  never,  we  believe,  was  a  man  more  popular 
amongst  his  neighbours,  or  more  respected  than 
is  our  worthy  friend.  Jack,  who  has,  for  some 
time  past  by  universal  consent  been  held 
up  as  the  pattern  of  what  English  country  gen- 
tlemen   ought   to    be.     But  for  all    this    we 
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fancy,  tbougfa  within  perhaps,  rather  a  more 
limited  range,  that  Jack's  wife  is  held  in  even 
higher  estimation  than  himself.  At  home, 
where  by-the-bye,  her  hasband  says  she  stays  a 
great  deal  too  mnch,  she  is  all  a  wife  or  mo- 
ther  ought  to  be;  and  she  never  goes  abroad, 
but  joy  attends  upon  her  footsteps,  and  rarely, 
does  she  re-cross  her  threshold,  without  ha?inp^, 
in  some  form  or  other,  added  to  the  happiness  of 
one  or  more  of  her  fellow  creatnres.  If  ever  face 
afforded  an  index  to  the  mind,  it  may  be  seen  in 
her.  Notwithstanding  the  many  years  which  have 
passed  away  nnce  ^er  happy  union,  an  expres- 
sion of  glad  benevolence  is  so  firmly  stamped 
upon  her  lovely  features,  that  it  seems  to  have 
disarmed  even  the  withering  hand  of  time— Jack 
indeed,  thinks  she  never  looked  so  beautiful  as 
now,  but  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  fond 
affection  may  dim  a  husband's  eycHBight. 

The    closest     intimacy     still  subsists  be- 
tween   Jack   and    the   Marquess,  and   their 

VOL.  III.  s 
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respective  wives  and  families.     In  some  way 
or  other,  they  always  manage  to  meet  and  spend 
part    of    the   year    in  each  other's    society. 
At  •ne  time,   the   Marquess,  with  his  family 
used  to  reside  for  a  month  or  two  in  the  year» 
at  the   old   mansion  at   Treeparrow  ;    but  he, 
afterwards  purchasing  a  cottage  by  the  8ea« 
side  within  a  few  miles  of  it,  was  induced,  at  our 
hero's  particular  request,  to  concur  with  the  Duke 
his  father,  in  granting  a  long  lease  of  the  old 
house   and   -manor    to   Major  Rodd  ;    where, 
that  worthy  little  man  with  his  friend,   Mr. 
Gubbins,  (for  the  tiyo  still  continue  to  live  toge- 
ther,) spends  the  shooting  season  and  winter 
months^the  summer  being  generally  devoted 
to  yachting  excursions  in  their  old  cutter,  the 
Blue  Gye'd  Maid.    As  Tresparrow  is  within  an 
easy  ride  or  drive  of  Arundell  Park,  the  Major 
and  Gubbins  know  very  well  how  to  find  their 
way  thither;  and  come  when  they  may,  they 
are  ever  welcome  guests.      As  for  the  little 
Major,  he  may   be  said  fairly  to   dote  upon 
Jack's    children,    who,  on   their  prta 
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equally  fond  of  him ;  and  such  a  noiay^  joyfuI> 
shout  is  eet  up  by  them  all  the  moment  they 
catch  a  glimpse  of  the  little  warrioi^  or  receive 
intelligence  of  his  arrival  at  the  house. 

Every  one  of  the  boys,  as  soon  almost  as  he 
can  trot  off  alone,  the  Major  takes  under  his 
especial  tuition  in  the  art  of  horsemanship; 
and  nothing  gives  him  greater  delight  than  to 
see  the  style  the  elder  boys  follow  the  fox 
hounds  across  the  country,  and  the  bold  and 
scientific  way  in  which  they  take  the  fences. 
**  See  those  young  varments,"  he  proudly  says. 
**  See  how  they  show  us  the  way  along,  I 
taught  'em  all  to  ride,  as  I  did  the  father  be- 
fore 'em." 

As  for  the  Colonel,  his  affairs  were  all  soon 

arranged  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner.  The 

plea  of  bankruptcy  proved  so  complete  a  settler, 

that  Mr.  Chittlebert's  attorney  would  proceed 

no  further  in  the  action ;  and  closed  his  part  in 

the  proceedings,  by  sending  in  his  bill  of  costs, 
8  3 


388  THB  THBBE  BTUDKHTS. 

and  arresting  hU  client  for  the  amoant  at  the 
month's  end. 

The  unfaithM  steward,  Mr.  Cobrobyn, 
died  in  gaol  before  he  oould  be  brought  to 
triaL  His  health  had  long  before  been  in  a 
declining  state^and  previously,  even  to  his 
absconding  with  his  employer's  money,  the 
work  of  the  destroyer  had  began  —  the 
germs  of  consumption,  that  slow,  yet  fatal 
disease,  had  taken  a  firm  root  in  his  constitation, 
and  with  its  sure,  yet  insidious  course,  was 
hurrying  him  imperceptibly  onwards  to  his 
grave.  The  injuries,  however,  that  he  had  sus^* 
tained  from  the  consequences  of  the  fearful 
leap  he  took  to  escape  from  the  burning  house, 
by  whichhebroke  his  collar  bone  andoneortwoof 
his  ribs,  as  is  common  enough  in  consumptive 
cases,  allayed  for  a  time  the  progress  of  that 
disorder ;  but  which  resumed  its  wasting 
course  with  increased  speed,  when  the  frao- 
tured  bones  again  united ;  and  the  effect  of  re- 
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maining  so  long  as  he  did  in  his  wet  garments^ 
added  to  the  unusual  exertions  he  had  pre- 
Tiously  used,  when  pursued  and  cap- 
tured hy  Ottbbins,  so  accelerated  his  disease, 
that  in  less  than  a  month  afterwards  his  sinful 
course  was  run. 

The  Colonel,  as  his  principal  creditor 
*—  for  the  attorney  had  died  intestate  — 
took  out  letters  of  administration  to  his 
effects ;  when  the  first  thing  he  did  was  to 
get  the  money  from  the  banker,  who  had  given 
the  bills  of  exchange  found  in  the  deceased' s 
possession.  Out  of  this,  he  paid  all  Cobrobyn's 
other  creditors  in  full,  which  left  a  balance  of  be^ 
tween  seven  or  eight  thousand  pounds  in  bis 
hands,  which  he  retained  in  payment  of  part, 
though  unfortunately  a  very  small  portion,  of 
what  his  unjust  steward's  accounts  admitted  to 
be  due  to  him.  But  fortunately,  the  Colonel 
was  very  well  satisfied  with  the  way  in  which 
matters  were  at  length  settled,  which  produced 
him  a  comfortable  income,  and  what  is  better 
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still,  he  managed  to  make  himaelf  comfbrtaUe 
upon  it. 

He  still  keeps  his  cottage  at  Longpassigi; 
but  he  is  seldom  there  for  any  length  of  time; 
a  considerable  portion  of  which  he  divides  be- 
tween his  friend  Jack^  and  the  little  Major 
and  Gubbins ;  and  he  says  he  was  never  half 
so  happy  in  the  whole  course  of  his  life  as  be 
now  is. 

And  Emily  Gerald  is  die  oootented  with 
her  lot  ? 

Yes,  few  more  contented  orealiiies 
breathe.  Her  bl^;hted  hopes  first  drew 
her  thoughts  from  earth  to  heaven.  Bowii^ 
with  humble  resignation  to  the  Divine  wiU» 
and  with  her  heart  set  upon  a  better  worh^ 
she  passed  her  life  in  doing  g^ood  in  this — till 
the  happiness  she  diffused  around,  refled- 
ing  back  its  enlivening  influence  upon  her 
broken  spurii,  weaned  her  by  degreee  from 
fostering  her  own  sorrows,  and  again  brought 
her  to  take  an  interest  in  the  oooopations  of 
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•very  day  life.  Nor  does  she  want  for  active 
employment.  Her  time  is  aknost  equally 
divided  between  her  sister  and  her  cousin 
Emily ;  and  from  her  constant  attendance  at 
oertaiu  periods  which  occur  very  often  at 
both  houses,  the  Marquess  has  had  the  wicked** 
ness  to  style  her  the  monthly  nurse  ;  a  young 
stranger  of  one  sex  or  the  other,  having  so  often 
made  its  appearance  within  a  week  or  fort** 
night  after  her  arrival.  Her  love  for  chil* 
dren  seems  unbounded ;  and  when  we  see  her 
laughing  and  romping  with  the  little  frolicsome 
creatures  we  can  scarcely  recognise  the  poor 
unhappy  girl,  whose  bitter  woes  had  well 
nigh,  at  one  time,  deprived  her  of  her  reason. 
Now,  she  is  not  only  resigned,  but  happy — ^im- 
parting joy  wherever  she  comes,  whilst  sor- 
rowful regret  is  ever  attendant  upon  her  de- 
parture. 
And  now    a  word    or  two    about    Alfred 

Thompaon. 

* 
He  rose,  with  sorpiising  rapidity,  to  emi- 
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nence  in  his  profession ;  and  somehow  or 
other,  long  ere  the  tweWemonth  was  expired, 
he  managed  to  persuade  Rose  to  take  him  for 
better  and  for  worse.  Increased  prosperity 
attended  his  married  state;  he  had  scarcelj 
been  seven  years  at  the  bar  before  the  Lord 
Chancellor  gave  him  a  silk  gown^  making  him 
one  of  his  then  Majesty's  counsel  learned  in 
the  law,  which  gave  him  a  lead  on  his  circuit 
and  in  court. 

This  he  maintains  with  the  greatest  honor  and 
credit,  gaining  respect  and  esteem,  and  pocket- 
ing heavy  fees.  Shortly  after  his  advance- 
ment in  his  profession  a  general  election  took 
place,  and  the  formerly  despised  Alfred 
Thompson  offered  himself  as  a  candidate  for 
his  native  town,  and  turned  out  poor  old  Dob- 
son  by  an  immense  majority. 

Arrived  at  a  state  of  happy  prosperity, 
he  never  forgot  his  early  friends,  and  one  of 
the  greatest  pleasures  of  his  life,  is  to  spend 
a  day  or  two  with  his  old  friend  Jack,  of  which 
he  takes  care  to  avail  himself  every  circuit, 
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whiok  being  the   Western,  Cornwall   is  in- 
claded  in. 

From  the  time  of  Mr.  Dobson's  election 
defeat,  the  whole  family  held  down  their 
heade,  and  not  long  after  they  left  the  aoene  of 
it  for  ever.  Latterly  they  have  permanently 
settled  themselves  down  in  Boulogne-snr-mer, 
where  the  Miss  Dobsons^  for  such  they  still 
are^  and  stiU  seem  likely  to  be,  render  them- 
selves ridiculous  by  being  always  dressed  in 
preposterous  caricature  of  the  existing  fashions 
of  the  day. 

And  now  for  some  of  our  less  worthy  cha- 
racters. 

We  before  said  that  Mr.  Cobrobyn  died  in 
prison.  The  villain  Dawkins  was  banged^  as 
he  deserved  to  be.  Mr.  Yanbrunner  recovered 
partially  from  his  attack  of  paralysis,  but 
became  a  wreck  of  his  former  self,  and  a 
second  attack  a  few  years  afterwards  carried 
him  o£  Mrs.  Hester  and  Miss  Letitia  have 
been  dead  and  burled  long  ago^  and  as  they 
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lived  up  to  their  inoome  and  had  nothing  to 
leave,  we  believe  no  one  single  soul  on  earth 
cared  a  straw  or  bestowed  a  thought  upon 
either  of  them  afterwards. 

Mr.  Gerald  Vanbrunner  was  not  long  in 
discovering  he  had  been  made  a  dupe  of,  and 
he  left  his  bride  in  a  violent  rage,  determining 
never  to  see  her  more.  But  here  two  parties 
were  to  be  agreed,  and  unfortunately  for  him 
his  better  half  entertained  quite  a  different 
opinion  upon  the  subject;  for  go  where  he 
would,  there  she  was  sure  to  come  haunting 
him  like  his  own  shadow.  The  pertinacity 
with  which  she  carried  on  this  pursuit  drove 
her  unlucky  husband  almost  mad,  who 
looked  upon  her  with  feelings  of  absolute 
dread  and  horror.  Nothing  however  but  money 
would  appease  her,  or  relieve  him  from 
her  importunity ;  and  during  his  father's  life- 
time she  managed  to  drain  hb  exchequer  pretty 
closely,  as  old  Yanbruoner  allowed  him  but  a 
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Btnall  pittance  to  subsist  upon.  And  at  last 
^hen  Yanbrunner  was  gathered  to  his  fathers, 
although  Mr.  Gerald  hoped  hj  settling  a  small 
annuity  on  his  wife  he  should  get  fairly  rid  of 
her ;  he  found  himself  woefully  mistaken,  for 
she  instituted  proceedings  against  him  in  the 
ecclesiastical  court,  which  he  was  glad  to  com- 
promise by  making  her  an  allowance  adequate 
to  what  she  was  entitled  to  as  the  lawful  wife 
of  a  man  of  his  fortune.  His  only  hope  now 
is  that  she  may  so  misconduct  herself  as  to 
enable  him  to  obtain  a  divorce,  and  he  has 
constantly  spies  on  the  look  out  upon  her  oon- 
duct.  But  all  in  vain,  for  the  lady  is  roost 
obstinately  bent  on  disappointing  her  anxious 
husband  in  this  respect,  and  by  her  present 
continent  life  to  make  up  for  those  gross  irre^ 
gularities  that  marked  her  more  youthful 
career. 

Mr.  White,  we  fear,  still  continues  his  irre* 
gular    course  of  life;    latterly,  the  folks  of 
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Loogpasaage   shunmng    his    Bociety^  he   has 
quitted  the  neighbourhood,  and  i^  not  likely 
ever  again  to  return  to  it ;  and  as  bis  present 
moYements  have  nothing  further  to  do  with 
onr  tale;   the  fewer  inquiries  we  make  about 
him  the  better  our  readers  are  likely  to  be 
{leased      Yet   before    dismissing    him   alto- 
gether from  our  notice,  it  is  but  justice  to 
add  that  he  kept  his  word  in  providing  for 
old    Martha,    whom    he    supplied    with    the 
means  of  maintaining  herself  in  comfort  for 
the  rest  of  her  days.     And  he  also  not  only 
released    Mrs.   Johnstone    from   her  debt  to 
him,  but  also  settiied  an  annuity  of  a  hundred 
a  year  upon  her,  but  which  she  did  not  live 
long  to  enjoy ;  for  giving  way  to  intemperate 
habits,  into  which  she  had  perhaps  been  led 
by    her      troubles,    she    indulged    to    that 
excess  as  to  lose  the  respect  of  every  one ;  and 
her  health  sinking  under  the  vicious  indol- 
gjenoe,  she  died  unregretted,  within  a  twelve* 
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month  from  the  time  of  her  liberation  from 
prison. 

**  But  Mr.  Reginald  Dobson,  what  has 
become  of  him,  and  what  has  he  been  doing?" 
some  of  oar  readers  may  perhaps  ask.  We 
reply  that  of  his  proceedings  we  can  say  but 
little.  He  was,  we  know,  turned  out  of  his 
regiment  because  he  could  not  ride  and  would 
not  try  to  learn,  and  for  the  rest  of  his  life- 
time he  remained  on  half  pay  under  the  as- 
sumed rank  of  Captain.  The  last  news  we 
received  of  him  was,  that  he  and  Billy  Twad- 
dle, both  of  whom  happened  to  be  at  Paris  at 
the  time  of  the  last  revolution,  were  discovered, 
in  a  very  exhausted  state,  hidden  away  in  a 
cellar^  where  they  had  spent  the  whole  of  the 
three  glorious  days  of  July,  without  meat, 
drink,  fire,  or  candle,  which  Mr.  Reginald  pa- 
thetically remarked  was  ''  a  bore— oh  !  a  haw- 
hid,  shocking,  dweadful  bore !" 

THE  END. 

T.  C.  Newsy,  Printer,  7S,  Mortimer  St.eet,  Carendish  Sq- 
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